
Order CLUPEIFORMES

Wolf Herrings

Family CHIROCENTRIDAE
Bleeker 1849   

Chirocentrus
Cuvier 1816

chiro, from cheír or cheirós (χείρ, genitive χειρός), hand 
(homologous to the pectoral fin); centrus, from kéntron (κέντρον), 
any sharp point, referring to long, pointed osseous appendage at 

pectoral-fin base of C. dorab

Chirocentrus dorab (Fabricius 1775) Arabic vernacular for this fish 
[authorship often given as (Forsskål 1775)]
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Image upon which description of Chirocentrus nudus was based. From: Russell, P. 1803. Descriptions and figures of two hundred 
fishes: collected at Vizagapatam on the coast of Coromandel. London, in 2 vols. v. 1-2: i–vii + 78 pp. + 85 pp., 197 pls.

Chirocentrus nudus Swainson 1839 Latin for bare or naked, referring 
to what Swainson erroneously believed was a lack of scales (scales are 
small and easily lost)
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