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File: 3-2-17
April 30, 1984

Mr. M. Roberts-

Wildlife Resource Technician

Ministry of Lands, Parks and Housing
Parks and Outdoor Recreation Division
Park Resources Section

633 CourtnayyStreet

Victoria, B.C. V8W 1B9

Dear Mr. Roberts:

Thank you for assisting me with the Garibaldi Park History
Project early in February. Unfortunately, due to the limitad
time I had available, I was only able to search a small part of
the Parks and Outdoor Recreation Division's closed files for
Garibaldi Park. This summer I hope to have some time to continue
researching the files.

Enclosed, for your information, is a copy of the project
report. Several omissions and errors have been noted in this
document and I expect to have revisions made to the report at
a later date. Your comments or suggestions about the document
will be most welcome. '

Perhaps I will pay you a visit again this year, but if not,
I hope you have an enjoyable summer season.

Sincerely,

ati& Bell

THE LIBRARY
S & BUTDOOR RECREATION DIVISION
OVERNMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
VICTORIA, B.C.
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OMISSIONS NOTED

SECTION D: RECREATION DEVELOPMENT

1)

2)

3)

)

In 1958, the Diamond Head Chalet was bought by the Provincial
Government and then leased back to the Brandvolds. The
Brandvolds continued operating the Chalet under this system
until their retirement in 1972. In that year the Chalet was
operated by two Swiss-born men, Hans Schaer and Joe XKlausner.
The Brandvolds had negotiated an agreement between the two men
to have them continue operating the facilities a2t Diamond Head,
but in the fall of 1973, the Government closed the Chalet
permanently. In 1974, to provide public accommodation which had
formerly been available from the Chalet, the Provincial Parks
Branch built a new shelter to the east of the Chalet. The
Diamond Head Chalet still stands, although parts of it have since
collapsed uder the heavy snow loads, It is a mute remindsr of
the efforts of three pioneers and the end of an era in the Park
History. (Source: Government Files, Personal Communications
with E. Brandvold and J. Brandvold (now Gambioli) and magazine

articles)

The three-sided public shelters at Sentinel and Sphinx Glaciers
were built by the Provincial Parks Branch in 1962 and 1963,
respectively. (Source: George Lorenz, Black Tusk Ranger 1962-64.)

In 1965, the first of two huts, referred to as the lower hut,
was constructed by Environment Canada Glaciologists. This hut
was not available for public use, so in 1966 the upper glacial
hut was constructed and made available for public use when not
required by the glaciologists. The urper hut was reconstructed
in 1968 after it was damaged by an avalanche. (Source: 0les
Zubok-~Nokieovosky, Glaciologist.) T

In 1969, the Varsity Outdoor Club, with the assistance of the
Provincial Parks Branch, built Sphinx Hut, remamsd Burton Hut,

on Sphinx Glacier moraines for use by Club members and the public
alike. In 1970? the V.0.C. also constructed a hut on the
Garibaldi Neve, again with Parks Branch assistance. This hut,
which was referred to as the Neve Hilton by Club members,

was bullt on a rock outcrop named Pringle Ridge on Warren
Glacier. It survived only one winter as it was completely

desgro ed by heavy snow. (Source: Frank Baumann, V.0.C.

member

SECTION E: PARX HISTQRY

1)

Typing Omission: Page 29, third line fron bottom: ".., to be
administered by the Parks and Recreation... "

After Recreation add: Division of the B.C. Forest Service. Iater,
in 1956, the Department of Recreation....
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INTRODUCTION

" The purpose of this report ié to document the historical
use and development of Garibaldi Provincial Park with emphasis
on the Black Tusk and Diamond Head aresas.

The report details, chronologically, the exploration and
subsequent development of the Park from the discovery and naming
of the Howe Sound in 1792 fo the summer of 1983.

The material presented is intended to assist Garibaldi
Park Interpreters and otﬁer Ministry Staff with the developmenﬁ
of slide programs and evening talks relating to the history of

Garibaldi Park in the Black Tusk and Diamond Head areas.



A: ORIGINAL INHABITANTS

" The local Indian tribes did not establish any known camps
or set up any structures in the Black Tusk and Diamond Head
areas of Garibaldi Provincial Park. The only known use of the
park area by Indians was for obsidian which they may have gathered
in the Ring Creek areal of Diamond Head. A few legends about
Mount Garibaldi and Garibaldi Lake have been documented.Z Ev-
idence appears to indicate that the Indians had little élse to

do with the area.

B: EXPLORATION AND MAPPING.

1. The British

The first recorded survey of the coastline up Howe Sound
was undertaken by Captain George Vancouver who was appointed
to make a combined diplomatic mission (to negotiate for thé
possession of lands between the Spanish and English along the
West Coast of North America) and scigntific voyage. Captain
Vancouver's task was to explore and chart the coastline in
seérch of the North West Passage, the existence of which it was
believed would provide a shorter route to the Orient. The
Captain left Britain aboard the H.M.S. Discovery in 1791 and
arrived in North America 1792. 1In June, he proceeded from
\Bufrard Inlet up Howe Sound, which he subsequently named3, and

Jervis Inlet and then returned to Burrard Inlet in late June.%



Then 68 years later during the Admiralty survey of coastal
waters of 18359-1860, Captain George Henry Richards aboard the
Royai Navy Survey Ship H.M.S. Pluﬁper, sailed into Howe Sound
and bestowed the name Garibaldi on the peak towering over the
Sound. The story is that Captain Richards and his crew received
word that Guiseppe Garibaldi, and Italian gurilla general, had
succeeded in uniting Italy. A salute was fired in his honour

and the snowy peak named Mount Garibaldi.?

2. Local Inhabitants and National Developers (pre-1900)

In 1873 the Canadian Pacific Railway surveyed a possible
route from Squamish north to Lillooet passing by the great
slide below the Barrier. This slide was noted as having occurred
within 20 or 30 years (of the survey)6, A trail, referred to as
the Hunter's Trail, also existed on the east bank of the Cheak-
amus River at that time. Some of the C.P.R. survey route and the
Hunter's Trail were used to develop the Pemberton Trail, which
was built originally as a cattle trail from Lillooet to Squamish
in 1873. 1In the fall of 1877 the trail was completed from
Squamish to Burrard Inlet, and was called Lillooet-Burrard Inlet
Trail. This trail was used only once, as a cattle trail, and
in 1878 it was decided that the terminus should be at Howe
Sound‘(Squamish)e7 Thus develoﬁed the Peﬁberton Trail, the
first access route from which the mountainé to the east could

be explored.



3. The Mountaineers

It was not until 45 years after the mountain over Sound
was'named, that the Mount Garibaldi District, as it became
'known, would become of interest to Vancouver men who desired
toreach the summit of Mount Garibaldi. In 1902 Mr. A.T. Dalton
and Mr. Hoops reached the lower slopes of Garibaldi(after a
trip.up Indian River from the Head of Howe Sound).® Then in
1905, Arthur Tinniswood Daltong'Atwell D. Kihg and David Grey
along with Thomas E. Price (later to become a Garibaldi Park
Board Member), made an éttempt to climb Mount Garibaldi.? Théy
followed the Squamish valley along the old Pemberton Trail and
then followed the Cheekye River to just below Garibaldi. The
party of fourAthen headed up toward the peak but due to heavy
smoke from_forest fires, they could only make it to the bergschund
on the nortﬁeast face. The following year in 1906, a second
attempt was made but soft siushy snow turned them back at about
200 feet below fhe peak.lo Then in 1907, Msgrs, A.T. Dalton,
W.T. Dalton, A. King, T. Pattison, G.B. Warren, and J.J. Trorey
succeeded in making the first ascent of Garibaldi or "01d Baldie"
as it was locally known. The account of "The first ascent of
Garibaldi™ by A.T. Dalton appeared in 1908 in the Alpine Club

of Canada Publication, the Canadian Alpine Journal. On October

28, 1907, in the same year of the first successful climb to
Garibaldi, the B.C. Mountaineering Club was formed.ll! Some of
the members of the party who had earlier in the year reached

Garibaldi's summit, joined the club and became founding members.



Atwell King was elected treasurer, while W.T. Dalton and J.J.
Trorey were elected as members of a committee to draw up a
conétitution and by-laws club.l2 At first called the Vancouver
Mountaineering Club, the name was changed to the British Colunobia
Mountaineering Clubhon March 29, 1909, at the second annual
"meeting of the club.!3 Later in 1909, Dr. S.W. Bridgman. and

Mr. J.C. Bishop, the first president of the B.C.M.C., made an
important pioneering trip to Garibaldi im 1909.1% Bridgman

wrote in the April 1910 edition of Westward Ho Magazine (at

the end of the article, the editor permits the club to use the
magazine as its official voice) that Mount Garibaldi had sur-
rendered to the attack of the president (being J.C. or "Pa™
Bishop) and another of our membgrs (Doc Bridgman, the author

of the article). The report of these two men to the Club Mem—
bers led to the B.C.M.C. to arrange for a summer camp in 1910.
The first summer camp was held below Columnar Mountain near the
present day Red Heather Campsite, in what is known today as the
Diamond Head area of Garibaldi Park. In 1911 the club made
further explorations to the south and east of Garibaldi Lake,
accomplishing several first ascents. Tﬁen in July of 1912,
William Gray, who had been elected President of the Club on
March 25, made the first exploratory survey 6f the Black Tusk
Region. 1In the same year, the B.C.M.C. held their third summer
camp for the first time in the Black Tusk MeadowseA In the

"Northern Cordilleran, a 1912 sketch map, (Map I) indicating the
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routes taken into the Garibaldi District from 1910 to 1912,
appeared. During the camp, however, Mr. Gray carried out plane-
table and photographic work to complete the-first topographic
map of the Black Tusk area of the Garibaldi Districﬁ in 1912.15

This map was first bublished in the Northern Cordilleran in 1913

(Map II) and was the only map available until another club mem-
ber Neal M. Carter carried out further work at the 1926 camp,
to extend Gray's map,16 This map (Map.III) appeared in the
- Garibaldi Park Board's 1929 publication about Garibaldi Park.
Then in 1928 a topographic survey was carried out by Mr. A.J.
Campbell for the B.C. Department of Lands. This was the first
detailed government‘Topographic map of part of Garibaldi Park,
but did not appear until 1933, pending the acceptance of names
for the peaks and other features of the map area by the Canadian
Geographic Board. Much later, several other government maps
were published as amendments to the park boundaries occurred.
In the meantime, the B.C.M.C., and to a small extent the
Vancouver éection of the Alpine Club of Canada, continuéd to
explore to the east and north of Garibaldi Lake and played a
large tole in having new lands added to an area that was later

to become a Provincial Park.

C: SETTLEMENT

No permanent settlements of any kind took place in the
area explored by the early mountaineers. Prior to and throughout

the development of the park, however, a number of dwellings
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were erected for use by various individuals. Before the moun-
taineers began exploring the district, trappers and prospectors
had already been in the area. As early as .1910 mention was made
of a trappér‘s cabin below the first B.C.M.C. summer camp loc-
ation. Mr. E. Brandvold believes this particular cabin may have
been standing in 1944, 17A The B.C.M.C. also reported the ex—
istence of a trapper's cabin in the Black Tusk Meadows. 1In the
50th Anniversary publication of the B.C. Mountaineer reference
was made ﬁo a trapper's cabin which stood beside Mimulus Creek
in 1920 when the area wés(declared a Provincial Park Reserve.
Tom Fyles recalls seeing the cabin as early as 1914 but said

it collapsed in 1922 or 23.18 Then in the 1930's Taylor Cabin
was constructed by the Dominion Government Engineers as a base
fro;-ﬁhich to conduct water powér surveys of Garibaldi Lake.

In the 1940's, Diamond Head Chalet and adjoining cabins as well
as a dweliing at about 3,200 feet, known as the Base Camp, were
constructed. The last buildings erected by private individuals
in the park were the Queen Charlotte Airlines Cabins in 1949
an& 1951. Following the establishment of Gafibaldi as a Class
"A" Provincial Park, in 1953 several buildings were constructed
over the years for both Parks staff and visitors (See section E,

Park History, for specific construction dates)

D: RECREATION DEVELOPMENT

1. Mount Garibaldi District 1907-1920

Prior to and from the time of the first attempted ascents
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of Garibaldi up until 1910, there were no trails into the Mount
Garibaldi District. Early mountaineers first bushwacked their
way into the southern area near Sqﬁamish, now known as Diamond
Head, when attempting to climb Mount Garibaldi. 1In 1907, as
reported in the Canadian Alpine Journal of 190819, the climbers
followed the Tsee-Ki (Cheeékye) River, then up a ridge (pres-
umably Brohm Ridge) on the left (of the Tsee-Ki), then on to a
snowfield below the peak (Warren Glacier) and finally to the

top of the peak. The community of Brackendale, which lay south
of the Tsee-Ki river, was as far as travellers could go in those
days, by any conventional transportafion other than walking.
Around 1906, Harry Judd, a local resident of Brackendale, began
a horse-drawn stage service (in 1910 it was changed to a crank |
ﬁotor—driven’service) to transport goods and people back and
forth from Newport (Squamish).20 It is possible that in 1907
the climbers used this service. In 1908 another route was taken
to climb Garibaldi as it was assaulted from the Southeast facing
Dalton Dome,2l The particular route taken in this case is un-
known. Then in 1909 two members of tﬁe B.C. méuntéineering
Cludb, Dr., E.W. ("Doc") Bridgman énd'J,C. ("Pa") Bishop packed
froﬁ Squamish doﬁk, preéuaabl§bfollowing tﬁehﬁanquam River and
camped below the south face of Garibaldi Mountain near the site
of the present Diamond Head Chalet.22 The trip made by these
two mén was to set the stage for the exploration and development
of Garibaldi Park. Up to this time routes were not formally

blazed or developed, but in 1910 for the first B.C.M.C. summer
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camp in the district, Dr.. W.E. Bridgman and Fred Perry left

two days early to "blaze the trail and get the packers into
the'campsitle."z3 During the second summer ‘camp the trail was
.such that provisions could be transported by pack horse from
Newport (Squamish) up to the western end of Round Mountain
Ridge(the site of the 1910 summer camp). From this point the
Provisions were carried on the ‘shoulders of the mountaineers

a further three miles to the Crys;al (El1fin) Lakes where the
camp was set up.24 During the 1911 camp a party of 10 B.C.M.C.
members, among them William J. Gray, decided to explére the
territory to the north of Mt, Garibaldi. The group climbed
several peaks, including Copper-Peak (Mt. Carr). "As viewed
from Copper Peak, the land about the lower end of the lake
seemed to drop suddenly into the Cheakamous Valley and appeared
to offer a good route by which the lake could be reached."25
The idea of holding the camp of 1912 in the meédows to the north
of Garibaldi Lake was conceived while the group was on top of
Copper Peak and William or'"Billy" (as he was known to club
members) Gray was choéen to look for a route into the "unexplored
territory to the north.” On July 26, 1912, Gray began his
Jjourney into fhe area. He tfavelled to Sqﬁaﬁish by boét an&
then by stage to'Brackendalé. From that point he travelled
along the Pemberton Trail to a point upstream frbm the junction

of Stony Creek and Cheakamous River. Then he followed Stony
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Creek up to an elevation of 3000 feet and then ascended into

the meadows where a camping place was selected. When he returned

to vancouver, Gray paid a visit tb John Davidson, the newly

.appointed Provincial Botanist, whose task, in part, was to

begin a botanical survey for B.C., and who had been instrumental

in having a Botanical and Geological Section added to the B.C.M.C.

in 1911. Gray commented to Davidson that, as soon as he saw

a élear access to the area, he returned, blazing his way out .26
In 1912, prior to the club camp Mssrs. W. Gray, F. Perry,

and P. Long, went in four days ahead of the party and blazed

the trail to the meadows.27 This was the first trail into the

Black Tusk Meadows. In that year, the first B.C.M.C. camp

held in the meadows was set up néar the banks of ﬁimulus Creek.
In 1913, W. Gray and P. Long went in ahead of the camp

to blaze a trail for pack horses.28 Now that access into the

meadows was much improved with a pack horse route, the climbers

sought ways to cross Garibaldi Lake, although boating on the

lake dia not originally start out as recreational pursuit but

rather as a fast and convenient means of getting to Sentinel

Bay where it was easier to.stage-cllmbs from° it would even-

tually serve another purposea The first craft launched in the

lake was a raft which was built in 1913 by the B.C.M.C. members

at the summer campezg "Later in 1916, as reported by two Seattle

Mountaineer members, the first of the boats to be packed up the

‘trail in pieces by B.C.M.C. members was built on the 1ake,3o
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and christened the "Alpine Beauty",

2, Garibaldi Park Reserve 1920—1927

During this time, the Mogntaineers began to explore areas
to the north of the Park Reserve as well as the eastern parts
of the park which were still largely unknown in the early 20°'s.

The Seattle Mountaineers began to take an interest-in the
‘area at this time and in 1922 two of their members attended
the B.C.M.C. camp held in the Black Tusk Meadows. During this>
camp B.C. Mountaineering Club members packed in a second, larger,
boat, and christened it the Bill Wheatly,31 The following year
the Seattle Mountaineers held their summer camp in the Meadows.
They packed in another boat and named it after two of their
membéfs,'the Haphazard.32

It appeared as though Garibaldi might remain a Park Reserve
without much protection. So in 1926, the B.C.M.C. invited 100
members of the ?ublic to attend their summer camp in an effort
to interest more people in the park., Mr. Henry Ir?ing—Bell
also held a similar camp shortly before the B.C.M.C. camp for
thg same purpose. Prior to these camps, however, the govern-
ment built a new and much longer 131-14 mile pack horse trail
which followed the 01d Pemberton Trail north past Daisy Lake
to 19 mile Creek and then headed up along the survey of a proposed
road connecting with the east bank of the Marble Creek to even-—

tually meet with the old B.C.M.C. Trail. This route was orig-
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inally surveyed by the Pécific Great Eastern Railway for a
proéosed road into the Black Tusk xeadows in 1925.33 Then, in
1926, the Department of Public Works built the Garibaldi Trail
follpwing approximately along this survey.34 With the bPublicity
given to Garibaldi Park Reserve, it was not'long after that the
area became a Provincial Park ‘under the administration of the

Garibaldi Park Board.

3. Garibaidi Provincial Pérk {under Gaiibaldi.Park Act)
1927-1953,

During this period several major changes took Place in the
boundaries of the park but very little was (or could be) done
to maintain trails within the park. The Garibaldi Park Board,
appointed by the government, soon acquired the Daisy Lake Lodge
(operated>by‘the Medicis). The Lodge was turned over to the Board
in lééB and the name was changed to the Garibaldi Park Lodge.
Klso in 1928, the suspens;on bridge, providing the only crossing
over the Cheakamus River to the Park, was damagéd due to flooding
and a new bridge location was surveyed. Rainbéw trout were
succéssfully introduced into Garibaldi Lake in 1928 so that the
old boats, once used 6n1y to cross the Lake, were now popular for
fishermen.

Iﬁ 1929, a site just above Stoney Creek was chosen to con-
struct a new bridge crossing over the Cheakamus River. Thls
became Garibaldi Station and bassengers getting off the P.G.E.
soon found access to the Park easier. The Barrier Route became
Popular theﬁg although it had been in use in the early 1820°s.

Now park visitors did not have to take the long pack horse trail
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but could cut it short by following Gray's old trail and hooking
up with the pack trail later.

The old boats brought in by the B.C.M.C. were beginning
to show wear, so in 1929 the Park Board authorized the packer
‘to construct a boat for public use.35

During the administration of the Park under the Garibaldi
Park Board, permanent buildings began to be erected in both the
-Didmond Head and Black Tusk areas. Although it was reported
that tfaerrs cabins (shacks) had existed or were still existing
in these areas, these bﬁildings did not constitute permanent
structures as they soon disappeared. -

In 1932, the Dominion Water and Power Bureau were requested
by the City of Vancouver to make some intensive hydraulic studies
in'Céribaldi Park in connection.with a proposed hydro-electric
power proje;t on the Cheakamus River. Hydrometric studies were
necessary in the Garibaldi Lake area as part of these studies.
Per@ission was granted to the Bureau by the Board, on June 30,
1932, to build a cabin in the park.36 The cabin was subsequently
built in the lower Black Tusk Meadows (now called Téylor Meadows).
In 1933 the Bureaﬁ Engiheers named the cabin and provided a
piaque bearing the name "Taylor Cabin" in recognition of the
interest taken in their work on behalf of the City of Vancouver
by Mayor L.D. Taylor637 Over ten years after Taylor €abin was
built, two Norwegians, Ottar and Emil Brandvold, along with a
native Wesf Vancouverite, Miss Joan Mathews, conducted recon-—

naissance trips into the park with the idea of establishing a
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system of hostels in the park from Diamond Head through to
Wedgemount. Following these trips, the three decided to set up
the first of the planned chain of hostels inm the Diamond Head
area of Garibaldi Park. 1In the late spring of 1944 preliminary
work was started fof the eventual construction of a log cabin
chalet near the Elfin Lakes.  First, a Base Camp to house the
three builders and to provide accommodation for guests entering
the park,vas well as a large barn to house the horses needed

for hauling logs were constructed.in about May or June of 194438
Prior to commencing their work on the main cha}et, the Brand-
vold brothers and Miss Mathews built a shack in 1944 nearby the
site of the chalet. This was to serve as their home during

the construction of the chalet, which began in the winter of
1944 énd was finally completed in the winter of 1945-46. At
Easter, in 1946, the first guests stayed in the chalet; thus

the Diamond Head Lodge was officially opened'to park visitors,39
Later in 1947, a small rental cabin was completed and in 1948
and '49 further additions were made to the mair:yt:halet:a'{’0 In
1948, Queen Chalotte Ai;lines (Q.C.A.) submitted a proposal

for the establishment of an air service to Garibaldi Lake and
the erection of Chalet accommodation at the iake.?l 71n 194942
the First Queen Charlotte . Airlines cabin was erected on Garib-
aldi Lakesﬁore in the location of theApresent>cook house.

Park visitors could now fly into the lake and find accommodation
at Garibaldi Lodge. 1In 1951‘Q.C.A° built the second lodge;

however, the building could not withstand the snow load and
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collapsed in the winter of 1951—52°43 During the summer of
1950 and 1951, the Brandvolds operated both the Garibaldi Lodge
and the Diamond Head Chalet. The Diamond head Chalet Operation,
however, réquired the attention and combinéd efforts of Emil,
.Ottar and Joan, so‘they stopped running the Garibaldi Lodge.
In 1953, the buildings in the park reverted to the Parks Div-
ision of the Forest Service.~(5ee Map IV for building locations)
Up to 1953, very little work was carried out Oon new tréil
construction, although various sums were spent on minimal trail
maintainance in the Black Tusk area. During the summer of
1944, the Brandvolds found only traces of the former B.C.M.C.
route into the Elfin Lakes, so they proceeded to build a pack
horse trail on a good grade from the point where the logging
roa&é ended, at 975 metres (3,200 feet) elevation (the present
parking lot), to the chosen site of the chalet at 1,524 metres
(5,000 feet).44 They also built a trail on which to haul the
timber for the construction of the chalet. Two &ears after
the chalet was completed, the horses were retired when a tractor
was acquired. Then in 1950, with the assistance of 40 Squamish
citizens, the Brandvold brothers and Miss J9>Mathews obtained
their first snowmobile which helped to kegp the road in the park
opene45 Over the'years, work was carried out on the trail to
the chalet to build a jeep road. In 1951 it was possible to-
travel from Squamish to the Chalet, by jeep, for the first time, %0
In winter, skiers could now be ferried by jeep to the parking

lot and from there travel in or behind the bombadeef to the
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chalet. Over the years more bombadeers were acquired as well
as smaller machines called weasels, all of which provided in-

creased services for park visitors.

4. Garibaldi Provincial Park (1953-1983)

In 1953, when Garibaldi_was officially proclaimed a class
"A" Provincial Park, the administration of the park was taken
over by the Parks and Recreation Division of the B.C. Forest
Service. Mr. Clifford A. Fenner was appointed as the first
park supervisor for Garibaldi Park which then included the
Haney section of the park,‘ Under Mr. C.A. Fen#er's supervision,
several improvements were made in 1953, pérticularly in the
Black Tusk area, A bridge was built across the outlet of Gar -
ibaidi Lake, where none had exiéted before;47 and a section of
new trail from near Garibaldi Station to the old millsite was
nearing completion by mid July in 1953,48 At the end of July
in 1953, the main trail was clear of windfalls and brushed
out from Taylor Cabin down to the millsite.?? Also in 1953,
Empire Mills and the Brandvold Brothers did major repair work
on logging road bridges and on the access road fo Diamond Head
oﬁtside park boundaries.-0 Several other changes took place
in the following years, such as the construction of a boat house
under ?he rock at Garibaldi Lake Outlet in 1954 and the completion
of a new log boathouse near the Q.C.A. cabin the following
year°51 Also in 1954, Mr. C.A. Fenner recarved the "Last Blaze"

as it had started to disappear. In 1955, horses were banned
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from the park and about the same time Parnassus Creek Campground
was closed and camping was restricted at Mimulu552 until it was
removed and trasferred to the campsite nearest Taylor Creek

in 1958.53 In 1957 tent shelters were first provided for the
public and the Q.C.A. cabin became a;ailable for public use,d%
In 1962 construction of the present trail to Garibaldi Lake
began and continued up until 1969, In 1965 the road to the
parking lots was built and the present trail from Park Head-
quarters to'the outlet was constructed. Then in 1967 the tie

in to Barrier Lookout was built. At this time the Park Head-
quarters was growing, with the construction of 3 new buildings
around the old Q.C.A. cabin. This cabin was closed to the public
in 1968, as had Taylor Cabin been since 1953. Also in 1968
Mimulus Campground, which had been reopened in 1964, was closed.
In addition, the causeway to the island and 6 campsites, as well
as the trail from the parking lot to mile 1%, and two more
buildings at headquarters were completed in 1968. Finally,

in 1969;=the tie in between Lesser Garibldi and Garibaldi Lake
was completed to proviae the shortest route from the parking

lot to Garibaldi Lake. In 1970 the third bunkhouse at Park
Headquarters was completed and a new trail from Garibaldi Lake
Outlet with the new crossing was constructed. Major reconstruc-
tion and relocation of the trail between Taylbr Cabin and Par-
nassus flat took place in 1970.and continued up to Black Tusk

‘Junction in 1971. Three public shelters were also buile, 1 at



Taylor and 2 at Garibaldi Lake Campground.’> Tyo years later
the trail from Black Tusk’™ junction to Helm Lake was started

and completed in the 1973 season.>® Three more public shelters
were erected in 1976 and éommencing in théé year up to 1979,
the Garibaldi Lake campground was constructed.>’ In 1977 open
camfires at Garibaldi Lake were banned, followed later in 1982
at Taylor_Campground. The.Béttleship Islands were closed to
campers in 1979 after the new campground was opened. In 1980 .
the Q.C.A. cabin was destroyed by a propane explosion and a

new staff cook house was constructed that summer on the same
site the old building stoﬁd on. Finally in 1583 propane stoves
were installed in all public shelters to encourage campers to

use less firewood and ma jor work was done on repairing damage -

by Shortcutting to the lower 3 km of the Garibaldi Trail.

E: PARK HISTORY

Garibaldi was the fourth area in British Columbia to be
designated as Park land after Strathcona (éstablished 1911),
Mount Robson (established 1913) and Swan Lake (éstablished 1918).
Géribaldi was in fact only at Park Reserve when first establiéhed
in 1920 and even after the Géribaldi Park Act was passed in
1927, ‘the area did not receive full park status until 1953,

33 years later,
The efforts to make a park in the region known as the

Garibaldi District which encompassed the present Diamond Head



and Black Tusk areas, began with a letter campaign initiated

by the British Columbia Mountaineering Club (B.C.M.C.) inm 1915,
At the Executive Meeting of the B.C.M.C. on October 15, 1915,

a resolution was passed calling for a park }eserve in the Mount
"Garibaldi district (Appendix I). T@e club secretary immediately
sent copies of the resolution accompanied by photographs of the
dis;rict to the Board of Trade, the Vancouver City Council, the
North Vancouver City Council, the M.L.A.'s for the City of
Vancouver and members of the Provincial Cabinet,>8 (Appendix II).
The club's resolution was endorsed in letters to the Minister

of Lands by the Corporation of the District of West Vancouver,
Council »of the City of North Vancouver, the Vancouver Branch

of the Céﬁadian Society of Civil Engineers, the Vancouver Y.M.C.A.,
the Vancouver Board of Trade and R.W. Douglas, Secretary of

the Board of Carnegie Library, who in addition to endorsing the
resolution asked for a méeting with the Minister of Lands.

The only letter opposed to the park came from the Vancouvef
Chamber of Mines who "strongly objected to a large known mineral
area being tied up under a Reservation,.,>?9 Despite the interest
shown in the creation of the park, the B.C.M.C.'s efforts met
with little success., In 1917 a second letter campaign'began
after a new government was eiected. This time the club directed
its campaign to the Premier of the province, then the Honourable
H.C. Brewer (Appendix ITT). Again several groups wrote to the
provincial government expressiing support for the B.C.M.C.°'s

resolution, including the B.C. Academy of Science, Vancouver
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Board of Library Commissioners, the Liberal League and this
time a second mountaineering club, the Alpine Club of Canada
(Appendix IV). The president of the B.C.M.C., Charles Chapman,
was also aﬁle to interest an M.L.A. for Vancouver, Mr. J.S.
Cowper, in thewpresérvation of the Garibaldi District. "By

Mr. Cowper's efforts, the Provincial Government was induced

to pass an Order in Council on April 28, 1920,"60 reserving

the area proposed by the B.C.M.C. and thus creating "Garibaldi
Park Reserve”.

The B.C.M.C. celebrated its victory by holding its summer
camp‘in Garibaldi Park Reserve from the 7th to the 21st of
August 1920. Neal M. Carter recounts the incident in the 50th
Aaniversary B.C.M.C. publication in his article "Some reminis-
censes of 1920-1926 with the B.C.M.C." Neal, along with other
club members, were attending the Summer Camp in Garibaldi. "On
August 11, 1920, Miss Peggy Gladstone planted a flag on the
roof of»the trapper's cabin that then stood beside Mimulus
Créek.and officially opened the park to the publié (us).”

By this time the B.C.M.C. members had accomplished many
first ascents in the park which included Mt. Mamquam, Sphinx,
Mt. Carr (Copper Peak), and Castle Towers in 1911; the Black
Tusk and Price (Red Mountain, in 1912), the North Peak of the
Tusk and the Table in 1917. More first ascents were to be
made in later years.

The Seattle ‘mountaineering Ciub-began to take a greater



interest in Garibaldi Park Reserve;r In 1917, H.B. Hinman, in the
Seattle Mountaineers publication, reported about the B.C.M.C.
summer camp in the Garibaldi Distfict which ‘he and his wife at-
tended,61 ‘Following the creation of the Park Reserve, Mra
Joseph T. Hazard and his wife then joined the B.C.M.C. at their
summer camp in the Black Tusk in 1922. During this camp a
group of 5 incl@ding Mr. and Mrs. D. Munday made the first
ascent of Parapet énd Isocolles Peak. In 1923, as a résuit of
the Hazards report on the area from their '22 experiences, the
Seattle mountaineers helﬁ a camp in the Mount ?aribaldi District
in 1923 in which about 120 people attended. In the same year
Mr. and Mrs. D. Munday were the first to set-foot-on Mount..
Overlord and Mount Blackcomb. Then in September, following the
Seattle Mountaineers first camp in the Black Tusk, Neél Carter
and Charles Townsend, members of"the B.C.M.C., made the first
ascents of Mt. Wedge and then Mount Turner and Diavolo Peak,
all of which lay to the north of thé Park Reserve. The two men
exblored these areas extensively and so in 1924 the club held
their summer camp in August at Avalanche Pass (now Singing Pass?)
at a point 10 miles’southeast of Atta Lake at an elevation of
5,500 feet.02

Following the Munday's climbs and explorations, the June
1923 B.C.M.C. monthly bulletin then advocated that.the mountains
in the area of Avalanche Pass be included in Garibaldi Park, and

after Neil Carter and Charles Townsed eiplored more of the area,
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Neil, having mapped the peaks he climbed, linked them with the
park to the south and recommended that the northern park boun-
dary should be extended to include them.©3 ‘" The club took up

_the cause and in 1926 held a publicity campaign. Henry Bell-
Irving was interesfed in the park and held a public camp in the
Black Tusk meadows. Two weeks later the BQCaMaCevheld a sim-
ilar camp in which members of the public were invited to join

the club. Prominent citizens were invited to attend the B.C.M.C.
camp and widespread publicity was given in the press to the
activities of the Camp-64 On September 23, 1926, 83 persoﬁs

who had attended the summer camp met at a reunion in Vancouver
and signed a memorial asking for dedication of the park to the
éeople of British Columbia as a Provincial or National Park.

This memorial was presented to the Minister of Lands, the Hon-
ourable T.D. Patullo, 6n December 21,1926, by a small delegation
of those who signed the document. The interview with the minister
resulted in the passing of the Garibaldi Park Act on March

7th, 1927, The area which had previously been merely a"reserve
for 'park purpose" was now a Provincial park and it was to be
administered, under the act, by a Park Board. The B.C.M.C.

put forward a list of 14 nominees. Five men were appoiﬁted

to the board, 3 nominees plus another 2 not originally nominated
by the club. The first board, appointed on April 29, 1927,i
consisted of John4Watter Weart, Barrister and Solicitor; Reverand

“Arthur Henry Sovereign, Clergyman; Harold Joseph Graves, Publisher:
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Thomas Ernest Price, Civil Engineer; and James Wilson, Barrister
and Solicitor. In May 1927 the Garibaldi Park Board held its
first meeting and chose John Weart as Chairman, Reverend A.H.
Sovereign és Vice—Qhairman and James Wilson as Secretary. Then,
on August 9,1927, Géribaldi Park Act By-Law No. 1 was approved
by the government.

Now with the Park Board in pover and with the B.C.M.C.'s
exploratibn and publicity given to the park in the past years,
the question of extending the northern boundaries of the park
could be dealt with, OnvMarch 3, 1928, J.W. Weart, Chairman
of the Garibaldi Park Board, acting upon information from the
B.C.M;C., sent a letter to the Minister of Lands, asking that
the park be extended north to take in Wedge Mountain. Six
dayévlater, Chairman Weart wrote to the Honourable T.D. Patullo,
Minister of Lands, to express his.appreciation to the minister
for having an Order in Council passed on March 8, 1928, which
extended the limits of Garibaldi Park north from Cheakamus
Lake to Wedge Mountain .and beyond.

The Provincial Government had no funds with which to dev-—
elop the park sb 5 years after thé passing of the Park Act, the
Chairman of the Park Board, the Dr. F.C. Bell, who»replaced John
Weart in 1931, was commissioned to make recommendations on | |
Garibaldi Park and adjoining areas with the idea of transferring
the Park to the Dominion Government to be administered and
developed as alNational Park. Dr. Bell submitted his'réport

‘to the Provincial Government in December 1932 and recommended
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that the park be enlarged to make it suitable for National

Park Status.®3 With this in mind the Provincial Government
added on the "Haney Dog Leg” by Order in Council published in
the B.C. Gézette*on the 31st of August 1933. 1Interest in the
park declined somewhat,'althbugh in 1942 20 sq. miles of the
Haney sectionriztached from the park over—the—mext—years, by
Order in Council and turned over to U.B.C. for a demonstration
‘forest. But in 1947 a resurrection of the movement to protect
the beauty and grandeur of Garibladi Park occurred. At that
time the Garibaldi Park Board received harsh c;iticism from
various groups and individuals for their management of Garibaldi
Park. By 1948 logging began to take place in the vicinity of
Garibaldi Station on land which had originally beep part of the
‘park:ﬁnt11,1933 when it was deleted from the park but when at
the same tiﬁe the park boundaries were extended to include the
Haney "Dog Leg". The government was being urged by several
groups to take over the park administration rather than to leave
it to a Park Board whose only income for the administration

of the park was to come from raising funds specifically from
licensing guides. Finally the efforts of the groups paid off and
on March 26, 1953, Garibaldi Park was classified under the
Forest Act as a Class "A" Provincial Park to be administered

by the Parks and Recreation,and Conservation was formed with

@ separate wing to administer parks, the Provincial Parks Branch.

% Order in Council approved April 28,1933,
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By the early 60's new concerns over the protection of the park
were raised, particularly with respect to the Black Tusk Meadows.
This area was considered a natural area in B.C. worthy of special
ﬁesignatidn. Thus,.on March 6, 1964, the Black Tusk Nature
Conservatory Area was outlined within the Park Boundaries to

take in all of the geologically significant features of the

Black Tusk and Diamond Head areas. One year later in 1965 the
Whistler Mountain portionof Garibaldi Park was deleted for
development of skiing facilities. Interest had alsp arisen

at this time,and earlier as a Parks Report dated December 1962
indicate% about dividing Garibaldi into two parks. This eventually
came to pass on December 14, 1967, when an Order in Council
partitioned Garibaldi north and_south into Garibaldi and Golden
Earé.Provingial Parks, respectively. In 1977 a report by the
Provincial Parks approved by The birector of the Parks Branch,
Mr. T.E. Lee, called for revisions to the Western Boundary of
Garibaldi Park which would include deletions to the Park at
Bléckcomb and Diamond Head and additions at Rubble Creek and
Cheakamus. As of 1980 the Blackcomb deletion was made for new
ski.facilities in Whistler and negotiations were being made

to acquire an access road to the park boundary. Due to a high
hazard from the possible collapse of the Barrier, Garibaldi
Park once again became an item in the news in 1980. . An order
in Council was passed proclaiming the "Garibaldquazafd Zone™

“which prohibits any development along Rubble Creek.
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- COPY OPF A RESOLUTIOM PASSZED BY THZ BRITISH COLRBIZ
MOUNTAINEERING CLUB AT ASAXXCUTIVE M22TING H<ID ox
TEE 15th DAY OP OCTOBER, 1915.

1! &
3 Xy s )

STHAT 1t is desirable in the public interest to have s park

B
i
’h"‘f :

i

)

reserve crostad in the Hbunf Garibaldi District, to irclude 2il

i
il

Tl

- those portions whichk have a greater elevation than three thoussnd

feet above sea-level in the ares boundsd by the Mamguery and Pit¢

he
1

Eivsrs and th@ m2in stresm and esst branch of the Chsaksrus lvsr,
" 20 zhat its remarkable sssemblage of glaclal, voleanic ard other

-zatural fba%nresAmay be pressrved unimpairsd for the imstructlion

"and iééraation of the people of Western CGanada.”

.2t an Zxseutive Ebeﬁing of the British Columbia ¥Yountainssrircg Cln;‘
on Ergésg the 15th day of October 1915 at 331 Dunsmaiyr Strest

Vanecouver, B. G.

LU Rslcsy o
Presildent.
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-Hinister of lamds,
Vietoria, B. G-

Sirs=

I have the honour to encicaé 8 gortified ccpg.of a
Spscial Hesolution passed bg the Committee of the abovs Club
on Botober 15ty 1915. I sball be gisd %o hear from
%;at your. eonyeniance that the matter hss besn brough¢

before Jour. Department, and that they are givizz 1t their
eonslderstion. -

I em, Sir,

Your obedient gervant,




!AEPENDIX IIT B.C.M.C. LETTER TO PREMIER OF. PRO_YIN(;"‘

CALT Ghe L‘TLZ{‘}( CJ
}mn\ha (Dyountainzering (lub

British G m
S \\\))
/f§§\' W\ =

5
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G. A o?‘ 05, 1IN 1228

aNcorver e 7th April ) 1217.

The Honourable H. C. Brewster,
Prime Uinister,6 :
Victoria, B. C.

f
z

Sirec=

s M b

I have tha honour to enclosa harewlth & copy of &
resolutior passed by this Club proposing the creation of
a National Park Reserve im the Garibzldi District of
British Columbis. I also bag to eneloss s bluerrint of
the District and a panoramic photograph of Garibaldl Laks
and the surrounding peaxs and glaclers.

bAkgis Bials b phics

This District is in our opinion ungussticrably =qual
i to the Banff KNatlonal Park and the Stratkecoma Parx in the -—. , - -
77 grandsur and variety of its scenery. Furtharzore, the o .
/ Black Tusk Mesdows (the heart of the District) ars within
one day's Journey from Vancouver, the route b3ainz by boat

AP AT YR O Y RS PRSPy e, » P R 46T SUA TR0 8 ¢ 7 SRS A AT T A e

_,
i

] ‘ to Squaxmish, Pacific Great laestern Rsllwsesy to Desisy ILsaks, 25
; and thence by trail. A road could be built on ths gite ﬁé
) of ths present trall at no gresat outlsy. 55

gl

. You will appraciaste the inestimable adwvsatsgss to ¢hs
people of Vancouvsr and Victorls alone, many of whoz= kave
to crowd thelr vacation into a few days or w23%s at most,
of having 3ll the glories and benefits of the alps st
thalr very door.

AR RO LRI LTy
RSN 1 6 R X AL

Vh
$

I am Instructed to lnvite your %ind attentiorn to tzis
matter and to asiz that you bs good enocugh to give it your
. eocnglisration and support and to lay it bafors tha Zxscutivs
Council. Copies of the resolution sro bsing forwardsd by
z9 to the other wmembers of the Couxncil.

)

I have the honour to be, 2ir,

o0 wpe
;’{!x.‘;g

! fﬁkt

'Your obedisnt ssrvaat,

s

b

Yy
24
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April 25th, 1812, ~3 1917
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8ir :- ,
The British Columbia lountainesring

Cltd of Vencouver hag sent the attached copy of & reso-

lution passed by that Club, advocating the creation of

e park regerve in the M¢, Garidaldi District, to the Al-

pine Club of Canade, with the request that the Alpine Club

of Cenzde should endorse and gupport the said resolutiom.

i have submitted the copy of the reso-

lution to.tha Executive of the Alpine Club of Censda and
am euthorized to say that the Alpine Club of Cansda desires
to give the resolution of the British columbis Zlouatainesr-

-dng Club, edvocating the creation of & park ressrve in the

Ceribaldi District its most earnest endorsement and support,

for the following ressons =

- - : 1. The alpines tract describved in the
g one of great matural beauty and pany

A sssglgﬁi@g i
3 w41l furnish sn essily sosessible

- .
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end Vietoris ; it cam, mBOTEOVET, be readiiy'made & valusbls

asset for the use of travelling tourist-parties, such as

are pow being organized in the United States of imerica.

8, Areas such es this, where the besu-

ties of British Columbis mounteln scenery &are 80 exception-

glij well displayed, when made essily accessible and propere-

iy edvertised, become 8 useful asset and drsw many visitors

R

from verious perts of the world, thereby providing consider-

gble revenue through the moniss spent in vigiting them.

§, "It has been the policy of the Jomin-
don @oéefaments the British Colucbis Government and the

United States of America to get sside such Teserves in the

4nterestas of their populations, end to provide such people

end &1l who may come from other countries with an opportun-
4ty to vigit end enjoy these maturel sceais perzs ; also,

with thet object in view, %@ render them accegsible.and
ship of %he manifold at-

kS

to provide sn effestive g

L)
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tractions they possess for Hature«lovars, scientists,

eértists, Dountein-climbers, 8ight-

8earch of renewed vitality,

policy may be qnat;d ¢ the Rocky Yountains, Ysho,

Beers eand those ip

A8 an instance of guch

Sel-

kixks Revelstoke, Waterton end Jasper Parks in Domin-

' ion territory, Stratheona, and Hte Robson Farks in Brit.

ieb Columbis and Glascier Park the parks st the Crand

Canyon of the Colorado,  the Yogsemite Valley and at ¢,
Rainier in the United States.

4o In particular ¢oncerning the area

which 4t ig new desgired to have reserved it may be saig

that, @@iﬁg to its high altitnde and mountainoua charsc-

ter, 1t 1g not likely that thers ars at pressnt
individual interests thet wo

outsids

uld be affected w7 the cres-

tion of guch & 8scenic reserve, and that, owing to its

slose bProxiomity %o ?azcauvsr ita eas;r &ccessibiiity, its -

value 8z en edvertising egget ana the likelihoed of the
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S e tonzist business of Yestern Canada, end partioumlerly o#

"British columbia, devoloping to large proportions 4m the , =

near future, such a regerve should be oreated apngd gecured

to government control before other intorests ere 2cquired,

1 would geem to the Alpine Club of Canade = wise precag. =

tion %o oreate the resexrve specified, even if it were -
.fsuna negegsary to defer development to & time when the

comtry 4s in @ conditien that is more nearly normale

For the above reagong the Alpine Ciudb
Qf Canada desires to present to you the strongest possidile
© . ° endorsement of the request get forth in the resolution of
A ~ the British Columbis Honntaineering Club.,.

_ Eesﬁsgiinily submitted op behal? of
» Club of Ceneds,
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