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Hiragana is the Foundation for Acquiring Japanese Characters
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Biggest Snow Festival in Japan
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“The 70th Sapporo Snow Festival” will be held
from January 31 to February 11 in Sapporo City,
Hokkaido. This is one of Japan’s most famous winter
events. Among the highlights are the amazing snow
and ice sculptures in Odori Park. In the Tsu-dome
area, visitors can have fun in the snow with a giant
slide and other attractions.
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From February 4to 11:
Odori Park and Susukino
Area
From January 31 to
February 11:
Tsu-dome Area
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1. Miho: It refers to words that have been adopt-
ed from foreign languages. You know they are
written in katakana, don’t you?
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2. Tom: How many katakana words are there in
Japanese?
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3. Miho: Though their pronunciation is altered
to suit the Japanese tongue, it is said that they
make up about 20% ofthe Japanese language.
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4. Tom: That’s a lot! But I guess it makes sense,
that’s why we are surrounded by so many terms.
Bag, shoes, suit, necktie, table, coffee...
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5. Miho: Words like coffee, which were not
originally part of the Japanese lexicon, are used
as 1s, but in many cases Japanese original terms
are used alongside katakana words.

I 1T Z—0U—

%ﬁ : :_t_ tb\\
HE

£ 13h T cei

BAEBICEDO EEIR Z0%xFE

>t . BB ZHL
> &, %< DIFE.

2HhWVET yaN

AT HE e Db T

EDITTDEEL AZHhFFER
DEDIED 2h
[z} 7':7 EFHNT % & .
2HhbNTWVET £t

6. Tom: Kutsu and shyu-zu (shoes), or mado and

uindou (window) ... so many.
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“Super Idol”
Horse Created
by Social
Conditions
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Haiseiko
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(1970 ~ 2000)
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On March 4, 1973, Nakayama Race Track (Chiba
Prefecture) was filled with extraordinary excitement.
The audience was paying attention to one horse only;
Haiseiko, who had won six out of six races by over
seven lengths at the local race track in Ohoi. He made
his debut with the Japan Racing Association this day
at Nakayama and approximately 130,000 people
rushed to the stadium to see him. As everyone expect-
ed, he won the race. He followed this race with three
consecutive victories including the Satsukisho Stakes,
one of the Triple Crown races.
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After his tenth consecutive victory Haiseiko was
dubbed a “Monster” and was now at the height of his
popularity. Two elements contributed to his popularity:
one was that his father was not from a highly valued
or distinguished thoroughbred bloodline, and the other
was that he came from a minor local race track. In
other words, the fact that a local horse could become
successful in a mainstream competition full of elite
horses, was a dream come true for ordinary people.
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Conquer Japanese Charatcters /3 ZFICHEE !
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This Month’s Theme /S EIDT—<

Hiragana is the Foundation for

Acquiring Japanese Characters
UbbtuE$;I$®§W

I IZh T

A /N

A &

V
There are four different sets of characters ‘b
(hiragana, katakana, kanji and the alpha- : d)
bet) in the Japanese language. This time you vw
will learn hiragana, the set of characters that Q\
Japanese people acquire first. —
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2. PAPA - Base for Memorizing
Characters
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3. How to Memorize Each Group of
Characters
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1. How to Memorize
Hiragana
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Since hiragana is formed of curved lines, it
1s said that these are feminine characters. It
1s the basic script that Japanese people learn
first. There are 46 basic characters plus 25
characters for which two-dots or a little circle
1s added to some of the basic characters.
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You can effectively learn these 71 characters,
by dividing them into eight groups according
to their shape. The base characters in each
group are arranged below.
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(Put aside the iron sushi)

Firstly, let’s learn the shape of the characters
that will form the base of each group. The
base characters are shown in the boxes [,
with images of pictures of characters for
each. They are combined with other imagina-
tive pictures of strokes. Using them you can
easily memorize and remember the hiragana
characters. We named these imaginative pic-
tures PAPA.
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For more information on this memorization method, click on the link below. /F5 DE BHEFUTECE < 2ELN,
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How to Learn Japanese: www.hiraganatimes.com/how-to.pdf
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