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RAM CHANDRA KAK: AN INTELLECTUAL WITH INTEGRITY

The Last Bhatta Prime Minister of Jammu & Kashmir
S.N. Pandita

[ This well-researched and informative article appeared in NSKRI journal, Ni}amalnm
(March 2007). We are reproducing this here with the courtesy of the author and Nilamatam

for a wider outreach. — Editor]

It cannot be asserred with any show of
piavsibility and reason that intellectual and
spiritual qualites of a community have
(8 vory Lintle to do with the political destny
§ of its people. Hence, the loss of a
deserving political fate in the present
pmes, that Kashmin Pandirs are in at the moment,
should not be made a ground of decadence of values
and arnments achieved by its past generations. But,
vet, through a concatenation of circumstances, political
subjection has deprived the Kashmiri
Pandits of alertness and cunosity, and who S
as a result have come to a tragic position [
of some bankruptcy through an ignorant |
denial to itself of its own inhentance.

And it is perhaps for this reason alone i
that one can have some kind of |§
justification  to the obscured memories B
which the Kashmin Pandit community
catry about the outstanding attainments |8
of Ram Chandra Kak - an intellectual |§
with integrity and who incidentally was also
the last Bhatta Pnme Minister of Jammu

Lal Kak had
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1873 A, lived in the Gurgari Mohalla of Snnagar
where R.C. Kak was born as the second of his five
chiklren, (four sons and a ¢ daugtiter) narned Armar Nath,
Ram Chandra, Niranjan Nath, Prem Nath and Shubp
Dcw.ri{Dha.f) IFD w4 Bl ) S uldna (pﬁm < I
Ry profession Pandit Keshav Lal Kak was a money
lender who also ran many mading activities including
those in cloth, paper granery and other land produce.
Though a businessman by profession, yet Pandit Keshav
deep inherent interest in learning Persian
and Sansknt. He learmnt Persian at a very
Bl young age under the tutelage of many
eminent Persian scholars of Srinagar,
namely, Pandit Veer Kaul Jan, Pandit :
Ii

L

N Kailas Kaul Jan, Pandit Govind Kaul Jan
and Pandit Madhava Kaul Jan who ran a
W Makhiaba in the Aall radai 'imi-uy i
Srinagar. As a result, in 4 span of only
few years, he became an accomphshed |
8l Persian scholar having studied most of
the important extant Persian texts then
8l prevalent in Srinagar. This was followed
with his learning Sanskrt from Pandit

& Kashmir State. Ram Chandra Kak was

pre-eminently a scholar and a politiciag. As a Kashmiri
Pandit, I consider the personality and achievements of
Ram Chandra Kak as a gift of the premier rank to our
past history.

Born in 1893 A.D. in the Gautam Gotra of the
Razdan (Rajancks) clan, Ram Chandra Kak’s ancestors
oniginally belonged to the ancient village of Hushkapura
who later settled in Utpalapura. In more recent times
the Kak clan had their redneck in Zaldagar and Baghe
Sundar localities of Srinagar while R.C. Kak’s own
household lived in the Gurgari Mohalla from where
they moved 1o live in the modern day up-town area of
Kakaserai in Srinagar. In ks later life, Ram Chandra
Kak built a private house for himself at Dara near
Harvan in Srinagar. He was a descendant of Pandit

Sunda Kak through the lineage of Pandit Govind Kak

sons named Narendra, Brijendra, " 4

Madhav Kak, my great grandfather and
Pandit Hara Bhat Shastri and thus soon became well

versed in the study of Katantra Kaxmudbi, Amara Kosa
and Raghuvamsha. From his very childhood, under the
affectionate care of his mother, shwari Devi,
and father Pandit Keshav Lal, Ram Chandra Kak
showed signs of high talent and ability to work hard.
Ram Chandra Kak graduated in 1913 A.D. from 5n
Pratap College, Srinagar, then affiliated to Punjab
University, Lahore. However, while still a young child,
Ram Chandra was married at the raw age of 8 in 1901
A.D. to Janaki Devi, daughter of Pandit Lakshman
Joo Tikku, the first qualified engineer of Kashmir who
was drafted to work on the construction of Jhelum
Valley Road at the beginning of the last century in

oot fo

Khemendra whose Yagncopavit ceremony
performed by them in 1922 A.D. at their




Mohalla residence, Regrestably, Janki Devi died o1
very young age of 4 years in 1928 ALY e st ol
long battle with mberculosis, a ravaging disease
prevalent in Kashrun during those days Many veain
later in 1935 A Ram ¢ ]mmim remartvedd Iis life
lunk COmpanion, h'luﬁmmrt swhior i faet omelivesd
him. After het marriage tn"]lnm Chanedia, she win
affectionarely called Ben Ded in the Kak clan, She
turned hersell so much oo o Kashminh woman by
preking all che finer points of the Pandie traditions and
even learnt Kashiun language to make ats full spoken
use as well, no mean achievement by any standand
Afrer praduating in 1913 Ram Chandm Kak was soon
whentified as a highly deserving candidate to undeipo
tramning 0 archacology while he was still pursaing his
MA. Course. Berween 1914 and 1919,
Ram Chandra Kak spent five years i
India taking training under the lependary
archacologist Sir john Marshall | the then
Director General of the Archacological |
Survey of India by closely working under
his incomparable direction and critical but
kindly eye at Taxilla, Sanchi and other
places.™
After finishing this training under Si
John Marshall, Ram Chandra Kak was |}
sppointed as Supesintendent and larer P
promoted as the Director of the newly
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dual charge an Curator of the B0 Praap Museom,

Sehnpar. While sill) sesving the Seate by this posivion,

e was alsi qppnlu[ﬂl ar the Libeartan of Maharaja

el St pesvate Royal Libvary that housed more

thiwne 275 Sansbait manuseripos anel BOO rare works
prepatedd whthy the assintanne of Pandic | lar Bhat Shasin,

1eowan pabilished G Poona tn 1927, Commending
b epic bk, the Anovent Manwments of Kaihamir, Siy
Pirancis Younghostand secomds i the Poreword of the
Bk, "1 has been wiltten by my riend Pandic Ram
Chandin ak™, wodd in the inroducion o the same
wotk, embaent Freoch archacologing, A Foucher atrests,
Uy wecmy almost mbracnlous that slier o single
peneration one of thelr (rend Kashmin Pandi)
descendants (read Ram Chandea Kak ) in able 1o write
in Paghuhy o work so judicially eritieal on
the antiquities of his country. But the
paracle s exprained —let us add dus 1o
wpare the nuthor's personal modesty: firse
by excoptiosal intellecmual qualies of the
tace,  then by excellent reaching now
olleved ut the Government College of
Seipagar affibated o the Punjub
University, and lastly by the five years
ol archuneological calaing (1914-1919)
| which Me RUC Kak spent in India under
the incomparable direction of Sie, Jobn

formed Archacology and Research
Diepartment in Jammu & Kashmir Stare. He (hrrmr
the local Archaeological Survey for 10 years between
1919 and 1929, a rerm which was attested by "improved
stute of preservation of the ancient builldings in
Kashmir”. Dunng this time he also prepared a sciennfic
catalogue of the collections in the Sn Pratap Museum,
Srinagar. As a result of his distinguished services 1o
the cause of archaeology, the Government of India
ptoposed to take him permanently into the
Archacological Survey of India but the proposal was
not agreed upon by the Government of Jammu &

Kashmir State and the move was dropped. Among the
notable publications of Ram Chandra Kak in the field
of Kashrmur Archacological Survey are Astiguities of
Mary-Waddbwan (1924), A Handbook of Archaevlogical
and Numismatic Sections of S Pratap Musewm, Scinagar
(1924); Antiguities of Biummbar Rapanns (1926); An Outline
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With these ploneering archacological
works in Kashmir, Ram Chandea Kak's tesearch threw
light on the earliest perod of Kashmir art and history
from 6™ century onwards, the most remarkable results
of which came from his work in 1925 ac Harwan near
the Tamous Shalimar Garden in Erinlglr The
discovenies made by hir here included the of
foundatons of old temples belonging to the 3 and 4%
century and large courtyard of terracotta tiles with
features of Central Asiun influence, The brief results
of this work were, however, first published by R.C.
Kak in the illustrated London News in October 1925
and only laer in greater derils with profuse ilustrations
in his much acclaimed waork, the Anaent Monuments o
Kashwur. 1n the same year, Ram Chandra Kak also made
A pilgrinage 1o the famous sacred shnne d m
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WN Raw aliouishedd his change w the Prime Minister of
the Jasun &q;:lulmul .‘:‘.t-::u:‘llhlﬂll Har Singh next
appossinl Rarmy hansin Kk o succond b :
(M the welopments, D Kamn Singh recalls :
“Iv wa ‘i‘;.;:l:. n-..'ltct that my facher (read Maharaja
st Sangeh) wanted ham (voad hoatlash Narayan Hlaksar)
as polincal advises, and adopred 1."” somewhat
wanpasen siswegem ol appownning him guardian to
the Heu Apparcat (read Yuvia) Karan !ﬁm;;h). I'his
highlighiodd a sprange tondency in my futher (read
Maharaja Han Sgh) that was alumately o prove his
pobivcal wadoing— s inability to trustany one for any
lengiby of wine He selected his Prme Mioisters with
yrear care, but no sooner had he appointed one, than
he woukl begnn culivanng someone clse as a sort of
countesbalance. With the exception of N Gopalaswami
Ayyangar who was Pame Minister of the state for six
years trom 1937 oonwards, this happened with all
sucveeding lncumbents-Raja Maharaj Singh, BN, Rau,
Calonel KN Haksar, Pandit Ram Chandra Kak and
Cienerad Janak Siogh—oght down o coss 1o 1947,
Aud yer Kaks coveted appointment to the high post
of Prume Mister was a betitting reward in recognition
of the disnnguished services rendered by him to the
stare previously i vanous capacites, sig as Director
Archavology, Chiet Secretary, Political Secretary,
Mintster o Wiinng and the Minister of Army to the
hju]hﬂapl ‘\""H.u ‘..a.j 1" u.LAI.kd.b!l.. .Lt.d-l.n}d\. ful' lul.ld aind
sincere work i the best nterest of ‘the State and the
Maharaja, Pandic Ram Chandra Kak carried his task
of administering the State in the highest politcal
teachiions, However, the fast changing polideal scene
i Koashmic was in for cataclysmic changes of far greater
consequences. The ery for the ouster of the Maharaja
reached is crescendo, with the launch of Quit Kashmir
Movement by the Naoonal Conference led by Sheikh
Mobammed Abdullah agaiost hun in May 1946, for
wansfer of power to the people. Giving the local
Movement a Frb alan o Quit India Movement led
by Mahatma Gandhi pushed the agenda with vigour
agast Muharwja Han Singh and lus family, But R.C.
Kk, true 1o his mould and make-up and with utmost
professional wnd political integrity, took strong measures
mwﬂaha-ﬂmnmdn:mﬂ:.hmw
out. However, the iron hand of Ram Chandra Kak

Giving an account of this development, writes Dr.
Karan Singh: "The news reached us iﬂ the Gulab
Bhavan and Pandit Kak, the then Prime Minister,
reported to my ‘father with subdued pride and
excitemnent that | had been arrested,
his detention in Urd for three days, Nehru was released
windl 1eft Kashmir. However, he came again in July 1946
when the ban on his entry was lifted. In the meantime,
while Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah was charged with
sedition and was under prosecution, Enxmchmgpnﬁmgl
changes were set in motion for India. An insider’s
account of these dcvdqmnt:l; preserved ?m
V W‘ X n.md mpuhh‘- lm' , o
{:li’n. au%ﬁ by Pandir Amar Nath Kak, the elder
brother of Ram Chandra Kak. Writes Amar Nath Kak,
"on 3™ June 1947, Lord Mountbatten announced the

of partition of India and declared the date for it
as August 15, 1947. The Maharaja of Kashmir did not
agree to the accession of the State either with India or
Pakistan and was in favour of an independent Kashmir.
In the month of July 1947, on the invitation of Lord
Mountbatten, Ram Chandra Ji went to Delhi and there
he also met Sardar Patel and apprised him of the
develo s in Kashmir. Sardar Patel told him, "I
have full faith in you and if you connnue to remain
the Prme Minister, then at an appropriate ame you
will facilitate the accession of Kashmir to India. But
Maharaia Hari Singh is in search of a new Prime
Minister”. However, Sardar Patel sugpested to Ram
Chandra Ji to advise the Maharaja that either he ought
to go by your advice as the Prme Minister or else he
may retire you from the charge of Prime Ministership
and instead appoint a new Prime Minister."

“On July 28, 1947, Ram Chandrm Ji conveyed Sardar
Patel’s advice to Maharaja Han Singh accordingly. On
a written Note on the matter. On July 30, 1947, Ram
Chandra Ji sent the written Note to the Maharaja under
mpym&ndumml, Maharaja did not reply to the
Note. In the first week of August, Mahatna Gandhi
came to Kashmir to advise the Maharaja and stayed
there for seven or eight days. Ram Chandra Ji would
go to meet him cvery day, He showed his Note to
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Following these develo . .
- - ; pmients, recalls De Karan  demeaning slogan direcrad nat Ram Chandr Kak
::nt‘i::: I;IT.:W ‘;‘:m Cha set of | eople began appearing a8 “Kibelis ﬁmﬂmﬂ Takaan G?Brm Coaty Magur Soun
il & e ndea Kak, the one man who  Kerwaar Pakaan Gar”. Obwiously it seems to have been
¢ wtellecrual capacity to make some coherent  current even then in the memory of people a8 & comage
cftorts towards an acceptable settdement had resigned  of his political detractors. Pandit Amar Nath Kak also
after beung humiliared by my father” (read Maharaja  writes in Hlamars Vritant, “From Augast 11, 1947 itself
Han Singh) l these people started using many derogatory remarks
It is peranent here to recount that following these  against us and when in the m_r.mt-h of Scptemble._r,
h_t.\tnmal developments which though included Ram  Maharaja Han Singh released Sheikh Abxdullah Emm jail,
Chandra Kak own exit as the Prime Minister, it alvo it followed with a kind of tirade directed agamst us. This
llml'w‘h' a ‘qualificd apology’, as described by Mehar  tirade reached its erescendo on October 27, 19477
'_-_ha.nu Mahajan, the some ame laer Prime M.Lmster. “His other pension benefits were '-'l'l'l]'j' settled in his
in Ehe form of a lemer wntten from jail on Sepiember — favour by Bakshi Ghulam Mﬂhnmmw thus,
26; 1947 by a much mellowed Sheikh Mohammed e and his brother Pandit Amar Nath Kak were
Abdullah addressed to Maharaja Hari Singh stating isfr  hounded with insidious vocatives of most uncivilized
akia, “before 1 close this letter 1 beg to assure Your  meanings while being addressed as Ram Bakna and Amber
l_!.lgh.ncsﬁ once again of my steadfast loyalty and pray  Bakra by the people hostle and aggressive to has political
God under Your Highness® aegis bring such era of  gutlook within the community and even sometimes
peace, prosperity and good government that it may be  were reportedly dragged by Ghassa Rarg and spitted upon
5 sccond to none and be an ideal for others to copy. “ by unidentified goons of his political detractors duting ‘

Aagl¥es

k_‘)ma—l'al&h LIEN
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—o-= _ Closing this letter, Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah used  their court trials. But both the brothers stood the rest
4 ﬁ/.?‘.% the expression '."Yqur Highness’ Most Obedient Subject”  of time with poise and enviable calm dignity”, stares |
_ﬁ p _S appended 1o his signature. Vijay Wattal, on the authority of his father's dlaims in ‘
- However, aftei retirement, Ram Chandra Kak  the matter. He also attests, as told to him by his father .

-3 ﬂ_é }7 desired to go to England. On September 16, 1947, he  Pandit Nand Lal Wattal, that, “on some occasion, after

£  reached Stinagar airport accompanied by his English  his ouster as the Prime Minister of Jammu & Kashmir,

S § wifc and daygheer to proceed for England. There he 'Pandit Ram Chandra Kak and Mahanija Hari Singh

3 - was doiained and later pur mnder house arrest by the attended a Reception Party in Bombay. Mindful of

? .. — officials of Maharja Had Singh. On Octover 22, 1947, the humiliation he had suffered at the hands of the

= “% Kashmir was artacked by Pakistani raiders. Maharaja ~ Mabaraja, Kak ignored to acknowledge his presence in

) é‘ Hari Singh left Srinagar on 25% October but before  the Party. The host, one Mr. KT, Shal, bad only to
that ordered for the release of Sheikh Mohammed  bear with his discomfiture when Ram Chandra refused
Abdullah from jail. Next day i.e. October 26, 1947, to talk to Hari Singh even when requested to do so. .
Maharaja Hari Singh acceded Kashmir to the Indian My father would say that Ram Chandra Kak'’s demure
dominion. But due to the detention orders imposed on  self-respect and dignity was the uppermost character =
Ram Chandra Kak, he and his family could not leave  of his polished personality.” ?
Srinagar In his continued retirement and seclusion, Ram
With Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah now Chandra Kak spent most of his time in reading, “He ?
commanding unofficial authority to control things in was a voracious reader. As a reader he had amassed a ¥
Kashmir, found circumstances suitable to avenge huge personal library which, however, is lost due to )
retribution from Ram Chandra Kak for all he had done  reent militancy in Kashmir. He remained humiliated,
to him and his National Conference followers during  aloof and carried the scar of having been poliically
tthuiLKashmdrMmLFust.hisﬁﬂbwmmmd vicﬁnﬁxedbyth:hmdmmﬁda]muhﬁlhnmt of ,
the air with slanderous slogans against Kak. Next he  Kashmir till the very end. But no one can deny that he i

i

enie

ordered for his prosecution in 1948 while his pecuniary was an intellectual with integrity. In his reticement, Ram <
benefits accrued from his previous service to the |Chandra Kak lived begweeti Mm:fu( i
Government were sealed for release. “Between 1947 mwmu&mpmh mh:l
to 1957, R.C. Kak fought legal battles to secure the ¢ had built an alternative residential retreat ju 19727 says 1o

release of his confiscated privileges and economic™ Sanjay Kak, a descendant of the Kak clan.
benefits. It was only in 1957 that he could secure the Perhaps the best account of Ram Chandra Kak's
/k,‘ release of a part of his assets after fighting dogged  upright personality, determination and conviction to
legal bardes™ says, Bansi Lal Jalali, a descendant relation  carry one's ideals and beliefs till the very last under all
of Ram Chandma Kak \asa? circumstances, comes in Dr. Karan Singh's observation
With much regret and dismay I recount from the uheu&iuhhhmﬂm ~only regret is

-




Uhandra Kak (appouniad my
tMmum.—‘gnamiwh srvat bagwes aind fasth
1y i a8 Yvaee) gase e B SR
B wwomvihe. Prasva hi't:‘.:a:““‘:? “:;‘“:“'"“umd'
: Wbl iy n s N
e, s o bl Mo s i e
the greares quality v vould develop was ‘poise’, a
valm mperoarbabidiny in the tace Of any crcuimstances,
howseves wosetthng, amd he diplaved dus havself
e wdvesiey that he Bhond oy & Rewr pears biver™
o thaa context i pemnent 1 make meaton of
the letrer Sie Aurel Stown, the great onearl scholar and
oditor, teanslaror and commentator of Kalhana's
, wrnte o my grasdfather on August 9, 1931
tollowing the outhiroak of senous ot in Snnagas. His
wands are prophetc: “1 wash you had been able to give
me berrer news than those absout the senious our-break
n the Gy You keow that my sympathy is fully wach
those who have been wantonly ateacked and imured. 1
know eoough of the history of Kashmir to have reahoed
long ago that ame as the people apparently are in
ordinary tmes, srouble mav always anse if there s any
sgn ol weskoess about. 1 hope that now that order
hax been enforced. | hope it will be mainmined with a
sieviy Dand wue aecdless Tomis will vease, The
appointment of Rajs Hari Kishan Kaul as Pnme
Minister s certawnly encouraging. 1 have koown him
and his family tor a long ome as deserving full
conlidence.”
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Kaul was ted ax the Prnime Minister, he was
replaced by EJD Colvin, » British officer.

war in for F;uunl changes of far m
cnquences, No saghe poson therefore can f

abssotute 1erms, partculady when history was in the
making Py destny, RC Kok win one mmong the many
wha

were in the voreex of it Though sharored bur
he beed true oo his sal and the values

and ideals he bebeved . He left the mortal wodd in

1983 at the ago of 90. However, no homage i
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anl inteliecrual sagsany. One day hestory will

him. As of the scholar, Ram Chandra Kak is cast in

with the league of the groat anes i the
Q_dhi
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Provding omuie b pees reierred o sathont ay prowiics and o
Rt ERil ) o Bhalver and dast b dowesn o st ey
iy o e estvem and soff repest of the perven o pevons ks
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A of dhe subyect antboni amy cnm to thair amtbenticty. The
weiny of shes exviamon 5 perpeonsl and peronsasi SNP
Acknowledgements and References:

Hamara V'niuni - Amar Nath Kak

Awobrography - Karan Singh

Cultare and Polivical Hisrery of Kashor :

P K. Barwe
Ancient Moouments of Kashour :
Ram Chandrs Kak

Jumme & Kashmir; a select and annotated

Biblogeaphy: Ramesh C. Dogna

®  Prof. Mautoe Winterniz to Prof Nityanand Shast;
Letter dated December 23, 1924,

= Sir Aurel Stein to Prof. Nityanand Shastri : Letver
dated August 9, 1931, i A

® Ram Chandea Kak wo Prof. Nityanand Shaste: Leter
dated January 10, 1934,

®  Sir Aurel Stein to Prof. Nityanand Shase : Leter
dated August 17, 1938 .

® lnterview of Sanjay Kak with SN. Pandita, New
Delti, Decernber 3, 2006 i

- £ Py e g i 2
: . - mew
Devember 19, BB i
g L L o ol
. ;
N a

: e




