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Significant Ecological Areas (SEAs) are officially designated areas of Los
Angeles County where native plants and animals exist and if lost, can never
be replaced. For this reason, the SEA Ordinance regulates how much, what

type, and where vegetation can be removed. These regulations are important

to ensure natural habitats are kept healthy to sustaininterconnected ecosystem
plants, animals, and humans rely on. Our goal is to help property owners pre-
plan their vegetation removal and conceptual project design to avoid impacts to

the natural habitat as much as possible and help receive a lower cost permit. Below

are the steps for the pre-application counseling required for properties within SEAs:

1. Preparing for SEA Counseling

A SEA Counseling meeting is required for all
projects proposing development or vegetation
removal within SEAs. The benefits of pre-
application counselingis the time and cost savings.
Prospective applicants will need to prepare the
following to start the process:

+ SEA Counseling application
» Biological Constraints Map
+ Conceptual Project Design

2. SEA Counseling Meeting

Prospective applicants will meet with the
Planner and Staff Biologist to review the BCM
and Conceptual Project Design, and provide
recommendations to help meet the goals of the
SEA Ordinance and streamline the permitting
process. The types of SEA permits available are:

* Ministerial SEA Review
Protected Tree Permit
SEA Conditional Use Permit

3. Applying for Land Use Permit

Prospectiveapplicantscanstarttopreparetheirlanduse permitapplicationbased ontherecommendations

from the SEA Counseling meeting. Once the land use permit application is
submitted, the planner and biologist will confirm that the project description
and site plan are consistent with the SEA Counseling recommendations.
Additional biological review will be conducted through the SEA Technical Advisory
Commitee if a SEA Conditional Use Permit is required.

The SEA Ordinance Implementation Guide provides more information on the SEA
review processes, exemptions, and how to prepare a Biological Constraints Map.
Visit planning.lacounty.gov/sea to download the Implementation Guide.
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