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aboard the USS WO JIMA for off-shore
aparations, returning to Viet Nam In
October.

On October 26th, 1967 the Squadron once
more came ashore in Viet Nam, this time
taking its place on the line at Phu Bai, The
Squadron was split for over five months with
ten aireraft operating out of Dong Ha and the
remalnder out of Phu Bal, until relieved of
ita Dong Ha commitment by HMM 361,

LiCol, Walter C. KELLY, assumed com-
mand of the Squadron on April 26th 1967
and was greeted by a mortor attack on the
following night in which twenty-two of his
twenty=four alrcraft recelved battle dam-
age. Within twenty-four hours, seventeen
alrcraft had been repalred and the Squadron
was operational again,

In September 1967 the Squadron went aboard
the USS ORKINAWA in support of the SLF and
on the 30th of October, the "Ridge Runners"
came ashore again in Viet Nam, They were
deployed near Quang Tri City at the Al Tu
Marine Alr Facility, under the command of
Major F. A, RUECKEL. On the 20th of
November LtCol, L.W,SCHWINDT relicved
Major RUECKEL.

During the seige of Khe Sanh, personnel
of HMM 162 were on duty day and night
at the beleagured outpost, Bad weather and
the constant bombardment of the base by
NVA artillery caused constant pressure
upon the Squadron. For their part in the
support af the Twenty-Sixth Marine Hegl-
ment at Khe Sonh, HMM 163 was awarded
the Presidential Undt Citation,

During this period, on 13 April 1968 LtCol,
i, G, COURTNEY assumed command of the
"Ridpe Runners". Along with the very pro=
fessional flying of VMO=-6, the "Hidge
Runners®™ continued their day and night
operations in support of the Marine Units
located at Kha Sonh and inthe cutposts along
the DMZ from Laos to the Gulf of Tonkin,
Despite constant harrassment by mortors

and rockets hitting Quang Tri Marine Facili-
1.:.', tho ."\-E;llil.l!]l'-."ll1 witg ahble to maintaln its
daily commitment of helicopters to the Third
Marine Divislon,

Cm May 18, 1968 with the arrival of HMM
161 from the States, HMM 163 was trans-
ferred to Marine Alr Group 16 and moved to
Marble Mountain Alr Facility, Da Nang. The
following day the "Ridge Runners' were fully
operational and supporting Marine, ARVN
and Republic of Korea Marine Corps units
in the field.

LiCol, COURTNEY and the Menof HMM 163
have received the pralse of almost ewvery
unit in the field, from MAG 16, First Marine
Alr Wing Commanding General, Hepublic of
Rorea Commanding General and countless
ground units which have called upon and
received support inevery type of combat and
weather conditions.

On 1 September 1968 HMM 163 Squadron
Colors amd Bible were returned to the Unibed
States leaving behind, both men and aireraft,
gomé of who will never réturn., There are
however, countless others that are alive
today because the "Ridge Runners™ were
there when help was necdod,




The officers and menof Marine Medium
Hellcopter Squadron 163 were a proud,
courageous and determined unit. Each was
proud to be a member of the "Ridge Hun-
ners”, All were courageous in accomplish=
ing assigned tasks whether it was a night
medovae in marginal instrument conditions,
or helping a wounded man to the dispensary
during a rocket attack. Each was determined
to accomplish the units assigned mission
in spite of obstacles such as bad weather,
lack of necessary supplies and equipment
and inadequate working facilities., Their
professional knowledge, experience anden-
thusinsm to get the job done enabled our

squadron to enjoy an cutstanding reputation

for support to the ground units both ARVN
and Marines.

We accomplished a great deal during
our tour, but it was not without sacrifice,
We humbly dedicate this book tothe memory
of those who paid the supreme sacrifice
for their country, and freedom of cholce
for the people of the Republic of South Viet-
nam,

I am most grateful for the opportunity
to have been your commanding officer, 1'11
remember each of the "Ridge Runners" with
admiration and pleasure, | pray that the
gouls of those who died rest In peace, and
that God Blesses each of you with good

fortune in all your endeavors.
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THE RIDGE RUNNERS AT WORK
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