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''i!CI JC!{:ISTCII': -i-::I"] - At iiughesdale, iior*.n }1iL1

and Sin-:lonsville
/-(Ihe following reprint is the fi::st part cf an

article that was printed. in the ?rovid.ence Jou=na1

on July ??, 13a0. ,,ie ;.rilL carry the rest of .uhe

a:+-ic1e in future newsLette:s. It shcul-; 'oe :e:len-

bered. that this is a jounalist's a.ccount of his
visi'u to these sights. Iiis o'ose:rraticn are, of
cour=e, inraluabIe, but :.11 the his',c::cal points
snoulc n:t be iaken as jac',s '*ithout cneeiri::g) .

A strange characteristic of hunan nature is the de-
lre to get aray from home arrt tts sulroundings, to find
places ner, va.rled ard beautlful. Sorne dlstant moun-

talns, sone Ione1y valley, any quiet nook xhere God has

Ient to nature lts rnost pleaslng chan:ns ls ea6erly
eought after by the sumner tourlst. the resorts along

tbe shor€ Erd ln the country torns of Ihode Island are

often better apprectated by strangers than by the un-

fortunate natlvee, nho havlng eyea aee not. The beau-

tles of the scenery tn the conftnes of Coluabla's small-

est State ars nany arri norxierful.. From the wave-washed

earris of the seacoast towns to the wooded hI11s on the

northen borrier, Bhode Islard ls a successlon of little
va1leys, plalns and hetghts, a chanring landscape, lnter
eected by peaceful river:s rhlch are ever rldening into
ponls, fed by gurSllnS brooks florlng over stony boitoms

and tlrmugh narshy pastures t111 they all rneet in the

great ocean.

Outstde ttra crowded streets of Provtdence, going rest-
rarl, up Platrlfield street, on6 suddenly cones upon a

ronantlc looklng eminence fron rhence, on a clear dayt

a vler may be obtained of FaLl Rlver a.nd the resorts
along Nanrgansett Bay. the clty church spires tower
lng about the oa.sses of rooden archltecture can be

counted, and the hands on the clocksr as they g1'lsten

tn the afterrroon sun, te11 the tlnre of day. Ttris storied
epot ls knoxn ln records offlcial as Neutaconkartut HilL
At the foot of tha eastenr slope ls Klngrs pond ald
Sni,th's Nursery, and Just across ttre Platnfleld pike is
Sl1ver Lake, and the 1eve1 tract known as the P1aj.n

!'am Dlstrlct. A short drive up the old Ki11ingly r'oad

brlngs one to ttre Central pike, or as 1t ls known to the

etudent of the atIa.s, New pi.ke. ft starts near til1lian
Snlthre house ald clinbs the northwestern brow of the

h111. 0n the rlght ts the old orchald where the gypsies
used to rna.ke their annual camping ground. .i.ihen the sun-
Blt 18 reached ttre road leads through a flourlshing
conmrntty of fazrners, market garleners and millenen.

there are some new cottages a.nd nany well-kept farm

houses. ltrese primitive'acres are dotted. by herd.s of
'cattle 1n ttrelr respectlve oastures browsing 1aziIy in
ttre sunahlne or starding in tlre coollng shade of a
sproadtrg-tree. Runnlng brooks supply the water for
these anlnala. A llttle bridge over the roadway here

ard there leaves tire charurel free for the nuzmuring

etr6a.o1et. Llnes of wlros on both sid.es of ttre road are

covered by flocks of 1itt1e rhlte-breasted swal1oxs,
xhlch 1le hltlrer and thLthrer ever charging thelr posi-
tlon. ttren tre way leads d.orn lnto a va1ley a.nd Morga.n

nlIL chlnney can be seen a.cross the fleld.s to the south.

In trle valLey the Pocasset rlver, xhlch rlses in the
Ilnsor dlstrlct no:r'th of Hartfort pike, floxs peacefully

onrard to the Pawtuxet. As the steed mounts the upward

grade a cross-road extends from north to south connect-
lng the Hartfotd pike xittr the Central and that with the
Free plke at Morgan m111. Ihe church and schoolhouse

aro passed ard there cones to vler the residence of
ltreodore H. Hr.rghes on the right, situated on a hi6h
bank sustalned by 200 feet or more of ma,ssive stone

xal1. On the opposlte side of the thor'or:gMa.re is an

a'cre aJd a trill of br,rildings neally all one-story

stnrctures used a.s chemlcal rorks. this 1s Hughesdale.

In 1850 thonas H. Hr:ghes carne here anl settled and.

bul1t a flttle dye house. He began the chenical bus-

lneso, hrlldlng a new stnrcture every now and then.
In !{ay. 1868, some ?? yeara ago, the d.ans on the Dry

Erook strean gave ray one moming, and the print torks,
a yarn u111 ani Hr:6hes' chemlcal works were all washed

aray, ald lilorgan m111 as rell. There xere three Hater

(continued pg. 10) C
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prtvllegee rhlch were suhsenrlent to the uses of these

rorks. lhey rere the Oak Swanp resenrolr on Hartford
pl.ke, the da,u at the ice house a.nd tiat at the rorks.
1he nrlns of the pri,nt Borks nay stiIl be seen, rhere

Carferrs ard Hohlerrs 1ce house nor sta.nds. Next

ras the yarn ni11, and ttren the chenical rorks. The

tro upper butldtngs were sxept entirely axay, ald even

ttre bed for the englne at the chemical rorks was

ca:rled off. lhe trouble la.s caused by the puttlng on

of extra boa,lds at the dam. The rater thus kept back

forced lts way out to one slde and wa.shed a guLly, so

ttrat ln a llttle whl1e ttre dan gave out a-nd the rork of
deetnrctlon began. ltte natchuan dlscovered lt early ln
tre norzrlrg, brt lt was too late to renredy the evi1. For-

tunately, no 1lveg rere lost at trls tine, btrt a va1-

uable }ot of Broperty xas srept dorn ttrrough Dry brook

ard tie va11eY of tlre Pocasget.

llr. Hughes reballt his xorks a IlttLe at a tlne.
Onlng to the nature of the naterlal used tn the buslness

the rork has to be done on the ground floor ard thls
accounts for the long, 1ow one-story bulldings on the

efue of Dry brook, a nane rhlch In itself is a nisnoner.

It ls a etrea,n which ls never dry. !{r. }iughes built 15

tenenent houses 1n the vtcinlty of his works. Today

going Hest the ffu:st buildlng rea.ched is the txo- story

stnrcture xhlch faces the road on tre left. A long,

1ow xooden plauzar nith a horse chestnut trae groxlng

through lts toP, ls su:mounted by a slgn nhich tells
the pasaer by tlrat lt ls or xas the Hughesdale Post

Offlce and stor€. Just at present there ls no store

kept here. The pressure of other business has kept

tha proprletor so busy that he has not had tlme to

attend to thls department. Ttre land fa11s abnrptly

at thls polnt and the I'oxer story of the bulldlng rests

on an entlrely dtfferent 1eve1. Anothe! buiLding ls

irassed and then a broad driveuay adnits the loaded

teans to the lorer story of the building in the val1ey

W the brook. fn Novenber, 1889, the property Has pur
chased at auctton by Theodore H. Hughes, a son of the

founder of the rorks. He ls the vl1Iage Postmaster as

well as the manager of the lndustry located here.

About 18 men ar€ usually employed ln the business. It
le all heavy work arvi there is nothing connected wi'th

It suitable for tonen or chlldren to perform. It ls
poeslble wlth thls force of workmen to get out 15 or 20

tons of heavy. chemicals every day. Anong the special

l!

products of the establishnent are sili.cate of soda,

arsenic (of) soda, sta.nnlc soda, Glauber's salt (so

called fron lte discoverer, G1aube!, a Ge::nan chernist

a.nd phyelclan, rho dled ln f.668), tin crystals, sul-
Ihate of s-od.a ald. several other chenical substances.

lhe tntr.oductloa of the an1lhe colors a few years

slnce had a deleterlous effect upon tJre nanufacture

of chenlcal conpounds. Because of this fact }lr. Hr:ghes

la.et No/enber added to his buslness the ruJ<iry of soape

for fulllng n111s, scourlng soapr printerrs soap, red

o11 soap ard slnllar productlons. ftls new business

requlres sone upper rooms for dyeing purposesr and one

of the old bulldlngs ls now roofless raiting for the

addltlon of a second etory. ltre buslness 1s at pre-

sent the raoet profitable 1t has been for yea:cs, a.nd the

future looks brlght for the new industry in its unton

vlth the old. Recently tte lnside of the flune has

been rellned ard ta:red. An o1d lron kettle wlth tts
three legs polntlng skywa,:d shows where the tar xas

botled. Back of the flurne is a litt1e sheet of water

bordemd rlttr treas and bushes to lts very edge. lhese

treee fonn a borb of letter V, aJrd it makes a very
pretty plcture rhlch ts lost to the traveller on the

hlghnay. then there is another great hrlldirg resting
dorn at the foot of the bank, lts eaves touchlng the

roadetde. Beel.de this ls the tal1 brlck chinney xlttt
tlre date 1867 set ln its slde to teI1 the lnquirer xhen

lt vas h.lllt. Last July about 12 feet of the top fe11

and a nase of nrbblsh shoss rhere lt larded. 51x feet
xere replaced, but it has not rea,ched its Pristine
helght. Ttre ordlnary price for carttng naterial for the

rorks 1e 75 cents a ton, but the proprletor keeps hls
oxn tea.ns for that purpose. ?or JJ cents a ton stone

can ba carted from this region for the cnrsher.

(tc le continuerf in future i-ssues)

Ilrc Johnston lllstortcal Soclety ls a
1161-3a,oflt gsoup dcvoted to preserving
ln all follu thc hlstorT of the town.
Ie arc lnterasted tn tlte Dioserrratlon
of thc rrttteu rozd, ghotograghs ard
othcr graphlc arllfacts, a.rd hlstorlca-l
butldlrye a.d, sttes. Our nenbershlp,
rhlch 1g opcn to aIL 6duLts, costs $5
for aa ldlvldual por year aJd S7 for
a fa.ot1y. Payuaat of dues ls ocpected
by 0ctober llst of each ycar. Orr his-
torlcal ncreletter, rhlcit tg prloted
.vrr':f oUler Eoath, ls Dalled to all
actlvc osabcrs. fte geaeral aeetlng
lr hcld uonttrly throughout tha yaa"r at
/rl0 p.a. oa tb. fourLh ltorday of everT
noath at thc Farrnur/Argcl-l House, 101
PtrtDa,u flj<c.



'JISTCR:Xrt TE$EAS.

Ansrer:s to last nonth's questions:

f) foday I'ierino village Ls part of Providence prcpe!.
ft is centered. on Ponaga.nsett .{venue near the iioonas-
quatucket ltver in Olnqnrille. Until 1898 the vl11age

ttas part of Johnston. The name I'ierino ccnes frorir

l'lerino sheep whlch produce a ftner wool than cornrl,on

d.crnestic sheep. Merinci wool became very g6pular

arcund 1310 and tlris leC John l'Jateman to found the
l,lerino l{ilIs in 1312 ',o nanr:facture llertno clotir.
iiis ori.qlna,l .-"ii1 bu-red in 1&1 and. was rebuili in
1:.ji. *,is nrl11 renairs a-ri. st,ili is cailed !.!e=iec

r.:i11.

2) there were flve separate rail 1lnes that ::an

through o! into Johnston. Four of the nrns were trol-
1ey lines ald one was a railroad 1lne. Ttre rallroad
line xas operated tU the Provld.ence arrd Springfield
R.R. (later the l[er York & Ner Engla^rd .nd later the
New York, .'[en Haven, & Hartfold Sallmads) ani lts
track follored tJre cou:tBe of the 'l'Ioonasquatucket Rlver

fron 0lneyviI1e to O:=^altev111e rh1le ln Johnston. t'tre

four trolley 1lnes rere: tro llnes nrn by the Provld.ence

& )anielson Rai1way., one nmning acloas the torn along

ihe Ier:gttr of Hartford Avenuer a.nd the ottrer follolrln6
lloute 4l- through Granltevllle (as part of lts tout6
fron Pmvldence to Chepachet); a thlrd trclley 11ne tas
operated fron Provtclence to Olneyvtllc ard tbcn up Plaln-
fleld Street to I?roratou where lt turacd noztJr on Atrood

Avenue ard sto-oped at I{u€heEda1e (tfris I1ne ras nln ty
the Unlon Ralkoad Co.- later the Rhode'Islzrrd Co.); the
fourth 1ine, also nrn by the Union:tallroad Co., ran out
!,ianton Avenue fron Provid.ence, ctosslng the town line
at the 'iioonasquatucket illver ard continuing up Creen-

vl11e .lvenue to tts te:minnrs at the beglrning of C.eozge

',{aterman ioad.

3) Bablrced Sock or Football Rock once stood. on the
southcra slope of Neutaconkarnrt Hill ln back of a

house at 991 Platnfleld Street 1n Johnston. the hr:ge

boulder, about 20 feet h5gh a.rrd 17 feet ln d.lameter,
was deposlted there by a retreatlng giacier. It ras
noted i-n Cha.rles T. Jacksonrs CeoLoev of ;ttode Islard
fllltten ln 1810. In the 1)th century, accorlltng to a

1954 Pmvlilence Jourzral arbiele, 1t ras knovrn as Foot-
ball Rock to the your€er generatlon and lalanrced Rock

to the older folk. the rock, which ]:ete<i many thou-
sands of yea::s thi.ough all klnds of calla.nities, ras
finally blasted apart by a local constluctlon conpary

in Segtenber, 1954. Incaf residents had been wo:ried
that I{u:ricane Carol had destroyed too mrch of t}re

rockrs und.er,'olnning rhen lt tore tJrrough Srode Island
in August, 1954.

this nonth's questions:

1) In 1824 an irnportant Revolutionarqy'/a! hero passed

tlrough Johoston havlng brealdast at a Johnston house

along the way. "'lro ras that hero and where d.id he

have brrealdast?

2) lnrere diC ttre nane llo:gan l,lil-ls corae fronr?

3) fn Ule last 100 yea::s ho'* nany br.rild.ings He:re used.

to house the Johnston Torn HaLL?

;urlng llovenber society :nenbe::s Pat i.'racari, iouis
U11ucci, ard buis, '-,udy, llike, & Jenny i'icGoran went

on a field trip to a.'1ost" vllr,ge i:r the neighbodrg
torn of 3nithfleld.

HA.|?CF{ CttY,

FCF T}€ SAECTCI T}G I|l h'Y LFE I{C'T 9C' LC'I{CT AC'C'. I
}G.AIEI AET-'t A LCIiG LC'ttI PL.AC! CALLEE, I{.AIi.TC'II' GITY"
EN'EI{ TIG CI-E' CII'I I 1IF 6EAGL ATGI STC'NIIY PAIH
AN.FF!C'!IET-Y I..E.AE'III] TO TI{ CI-E' TC'TTi' I5 CALLEC, H.Alrl'C'iI
CtlY rcAEL AIGI.'I 

'HB-IY 
Y1=AII5 ACiO VT'HEN HANTC'NT CITY FleST

WA.a trG,t.tEltaEc, L }fY PETEBEhEI I CAI- l drtt^fE-y
..IIIE'.EE, AT TTG TTCI.E'T'T CF Afl CI.E' CITY 

'T} 
LC'i{GER ETTi'Gi

Li6CC' (t,{lcl-Erraa-! r Tlrx-ErHrt .aJt t Ety HAEE ro tiG!" Ar
lHAl PAF|TEULAFI ThrlE lllE TA.LKEE A.BCrtJl THE CrLE
FCTIG'C'.rTEN EUETG*{ A.'? TllC' A'TEif? q,Ag MAE,E TO SEEK IT
CUT.

iE,q, C,T'IN . , C'!'GBA'IOIiI HA,C' PASSCC, A.'E F;i'ALLY Cr'r A.
clEEI- CN|SP XC'CIA'AGI:I E,AY CI-N CHA'{CE AFIFIN'EE'. Cr{ A
T,ICIA'Y AFTEr|I*E) T 9't! }G.A,C}E' FC'FI HA,NTCIT' CITY. rA'E E'C}CICE

t{ A All FFElri,I E}C,I.EII.AS P'(E. PERTIAPS AEC,I.,! A MI.I= A.IE,
tlcnl waLEEC, Q(,rrE A u,.AYt t{prG To (}crrc r-p(ra gcn{e
gET{ CF ?T!! CITY. AEq.'T A GX.JARTEH MT.-E I.P Cr{ CNE PAIH
ire e.e.rt ro a ltaan-t- cLl.anic wlrH alcr-rr a xlc oc r=rr
GUCIIIN€I STC'{G PI.ANTEE, $' AI' A:IEA CF FC'EI?Y FEE A'G'
PCIC'IEI.JE'ITG C'IJT CF 

'E 
C'CEIJi'E' A? LTi'6T}I!] CF T}#IE! FEI.

LCEXT'G A LC'T LXE A II-EIIAL gtIE DUT q,lrH I{C' MA,FIENG'6 ctN
A,t.Y ATCNG. 

'' 
IAFFL.EI' [.,A FC'GI A SPELL !L'T At. IiHArrArl.T

IlGcFh,rcE, Lr5 THAI Htg e.a.ps3115 CALLEE r A OCICU{ eFG.
 IIEIEF PA,TH Cria ll.lG CrF;rcrtltl! SGrt Cp TE mAD l5rGrEEr .a,t
A'II ATAT{E'CII{ED GIUANNY THAT SEEI\GE, TO HASI= IEEN $iETBETD
FEFI 3EEn,ALE quFll$aerg" SCl0r/.E PECE3 rrrEFrE AT L!A6r
IST,ELI'E FEET LC,I{C' AT{C' MIJ T HAUE PUT G,.XEN ANC' rctF=iES Tct
A CiCltA? rEgT lGl i\aGlrrE rl.GAra FEEI, tl+Gl mlGttlA,L l{.a.tEi.-

A6CL'T T}{C C}I{LY EtrCI'5.G' CLIJES OF A'. G,LEI CITY ON THAT
P.6JTTTiCtJT' AJ.l E,A.Y IA'EEIE TI"C' FC'IJT'ATE'||.6 .A,NE' A,lI GX-O cvELL
IHAT l\4,g,' HAVS 

"'=N' 
erE}N'STEIIJCTEET A'T' PLANTI'EC, W'TH

LGCbltJlTY. FClCrty Artl lJtaTFlAIraEEt EYE tT 6EE!\rGEt TH.AT Tro Ur-Lr
ATG' CX'G C'F TT€ FCIIJ{CIATIC'ilS IA'EFE EUILI BY TTf StArvG
PEnac,l{. TE rircrx walt !}pEctactl--art .art EoaG wrTH
FtrI'ESt} THA' I,Ut'IJLI' Pt.'t MA.n.Y A TVIAS,EF' GI Tf.E BACE Flc'r,r,
ll,lTl{ TEAEa6 tia Htg E}'EA" r*taT CrF t}G t rEFtE u,A{i CrCt{E
cl,IIHCl.JT r,CrFlTAn AlCl HAS STCE E Tl.G TES' CF Tn E tAt
LEA.T ?TA,IC' H.'{E'EEEI 'r'E.A'EI6I A,tG' rT LCtCtXr Ag U,A-L TG}CIAY
A5 II{E'{. E'EFI{ITELY Pt'T THISi HA'tE'It"OEr Ar A PLI.I!' LEgEI-
.At.| CILE GIEANI?E Nr.a€XEEl t{ tl{! },tEtELE CrF tHnlct$ ALSE
vr,AS A RAFIE Fil T. il TT{T! MEEI.E CF TTT CI-E' FIC'AEI i.,AS AN
Ui.FAI'I.IAII 6LtGlr'lY }ICILE E'EIIIEI THloU€H It+ !'TC'NC Tcr
EIENTFY A ICItJNGI.

THAr wAt llFG lxnS{t CF Cra.rt etLrf6E CrF CI-E, H...^rrc!il
CITY EEEP !' THE WCrcE}S C'F sMTrTfE-Et. TI.IEFIE iS'YT C'G'UBT
THA? ?tsil6 lltEAircrFt tli,{ctr cntn FErl t_}g as yEr. AI{crTHEEt

'FIIT 
]5 II C'{.tl FLA,'{S FC'N r}G FL'tI.E|E 

'C, 
LCEK AFICI-INC' AI{CI

]rracllrE ia CrtlGt E,EIECTEiaS FECr, -rrrr}{mE $rE LEFT OFF-
PEF}TAPS gYE U\,I i ECT\,{E I.T u,lTH lf'NE IAN'EELES rHAt THEN
WLL T'AXE C'I.;I E'AY.

LCX.JiS uJ-L-Ect I
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Membership is rax-deductible as a contribucion to a
Enclosed please find check or money order payable co

6T6ZA pu13lsl ei)ot{E 'uolsuqcg
e{id u,lEu+nd I0I

.tr.l'l-I COS TYCiLl0,lSi li itOf SiIHOf

JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

l0 I Putnam Pike

Johnston, Rhode Island 02919

f conp".,y ($ 10 )

non-profiE educational organization.
JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY for
Chrmn. Pat Macari, 949-2822.

lhvC loo PA{D You

lF NoT, NHY DoA.,'T

ToDAy,

K tI87 DueS

Yots s6^JD A

YtrT 7
cHse(

1gB7 MEMBERSHTP

Membership for:
(name )

f] nrurwer

NEW

MEMBER

fl crrr

Type;

(address )

( rown )

tr individual ($5)

(state) (ztp)

I ra",iry (97)

l+

For furEher information call Membership


