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Confirmed Speakers as of September 26, 2026  

Meet and learn from these experts! 

 

Sarimar N. Agosto Salgado, MD, is an oncologic endocrinologist at Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa, 

Florida. Dr. Agosto Salgado’s clinical interest centers on the management of thyroid nodules and all 

stages and types of thyroid cancer, including administration of systemic therapies for aggressive 

tumors. She is also interested in the management of hereditary endocrine neoplasia disorders, pituitary 

tumors, adrenal tumors, adrenocortical carcinoma and pheochromocytoma-paraganglioma tumors. 

Her research interest focuses on intermediate-high risk thyroid cancers in terms of management, 

surveillance protocols, targeted therapies and potential redifferentiation of tumors resistant to radioactive iodine.  

 

Alanoud A. Alaasmi, MD,  is an oncologic endocrinology fellow in the Department of Endocrine 

Neoplasia and Hormonal Disorders at TheUniversity of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center in 

Houston, TX. Her interests include precision medicine approaches aimed at improving outcomes for 

patients with advanced thyroid cancer. Dr. Alasmi completed her internal medicine residency training 

at King Saud University in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. She subsequently completed her Endocrinology 

Fellowship at University of Missouri. Dr. Alaasmi has received several awards recognizing her 

research contributions, including the Young Investigator Award from Women in Endocrinology, the Outstanding 

Abstract Award from the Endocrine Society, and the Outstanding Abstract Award from the American Thyroid 

Association.  

 

Douglas W. Ball, MD, is an Endocrinologist and Associate Professor at Johns Hopkins Medicine in 

Baltimore, Maryland. He is a clinician and researcher specializing in all types of Thyroid Cancer. Dr. 

Ball is active in developing new therapies for and works in a translational research program in 

collaboration with other researchers and clinicians. Dr. Ball graduated from George Washington 

University Medical School and completed further training in Internal Medicine and in Endocrinology 

and Metabolism at the University of Pittsburgh and Johns Hopkins University. He is the author of 

numerous peer-reviewed medical journal articles and has been a speaker at previous ThyCa educational events. 

He is a ThyCa Medical Advisor.  

 

Jeffrey M. Blumberg, MD, FACS, is a head and neck surgery otolaryngologist at UNC School of 

Medicine in Chapel Hill, NC. Dr. Blumberg is board certified in Otolaryngology and graduated from 

University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center. Dr. Blumberg frequently treats conditions like oral 

cancer, head and neck cancer, soft tissue sarcoma of head, face, and neck along with other conditions.  

 

Marcia S. Brose, MD, PhD, FASCO, is a medical oncologist and professor at Thomas Jefferson 

University in Philadelphia, PA, where she participates in clinical trials of new treatments for patients 

with advanced thyroid cancer. Her clinical focus is familial cancer syndromes and cancer risk 

evaluation, Phase I/II clinical trials, and novel drug target discovery. Her research focuses on genomic 

characterization of cancers of the head and neck, thyroid, and lungs; novel drug target discovery; and 

the use of genetic testing in the diagnosis, prognostication, and treatment of cancer. Dr. Brose received 

her bachelor’s degree from Amherst College, her medical degree from Cornell University Medical College, and 

her Ph.D. from The Rockefeller University. She is a ThyCa Medical Advisor. 
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Naifa L. Busaidy, MD, is an endocrinologist and professor in the Department of Endocrine Neoplasia 

and Hormonal Disorders at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, TX. Dr. 

Busaidy specializes in thyroid cancer and has authored numerous peer-reviewed research articles and 

book chapters. Dr. Busaidy has spoken at many ThyCa conferences. Dr. Busaidy is a 2011 ThyCa 

Research Grant recipient. She is a ThyCa Medical Advisor. 

 

Maria E. Cabanillas, MD, is an oncologic endocrinologist, professor, and the Faculty Director of 

Clinical Research in the Department of Endocrine Neoplasia at the University of Texas MD Anderson 

Cancer Center in Houston, TX. As a clinician and clinical researcher, Dr. Cabanillas treats both early 

and advanced thyroid cancers, including medullary, differentiated, and anaplastic. Her research focus 

is on advanced and aggressive thyroid cancer and molecular targeted therapies and immunotherapy. 

She is a principal investigator on several clinical trials for treating advanced disease and has been a 

member of and currently serves on the board of directors of the International Thyroid Oncology Group (ITOG). 

She is a ThyCa Medical Advisor.  

 

Luz E. Castellanos, MD, is a board-certified pediatric endocrinologist and recent graduate of the 

Oncologic Endocrinology Fellowship at MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas. She will be 

joining their Department of Endocrine Neoplasia and Hormonal Disorders as faculty this fall. After 

completing her MD at McGovern Medical School, she did her pediatric residency at University of 

Texas at Austin Dell Children’s and pediatric endocrinology fellowship at Massachusetts General 

Hospital. After fellowship, she coupled her clinical practice with clinical trial research on artificial 

pancreas technologies for diabetes. Dr. Castellanos plans to pursue an academic career specializing in the care of 

children with cancer-related endocrinopathies and endocrine neoplasia. 

 

Herbert Chen, MD, FACS, FRACS, is chair of the department of surgery at University of Alabama at 

Birmingham (UAB), the Surgeon-in-Chief of UAB Hospital and Health System, and the Senior 

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in the UAB Heersink School of Medicine. His clinical interests 

include endocrine surgery, and he is a pioneer in radio guided parathyroid surgery. He is the American 

Cancer Society MEN2 Thyroid Cancer Professor. He has held several leadership positions in major 

academic societies including President of the Society of Asian Academic Surgeons Foundation, President of 

Association for Academic Surgery, President of the Society of Clinical Surgery, President of the American 

Association of Endocrine Surgeons (AAES), President of Surgical Biology Club II, and President of the AAES 

Foundation. He has published over 775 original research and review articles and has edited 29 textbooks.  

 
C. Alessandra Colaianni, MD, MPhil, is a writer and an otolaryngologist-head and neck surgeon who 

specializes in the treatment of patients with head and neck cancer and thyroid cancer at UNC Health in 

Chapel Hill, NC. Her work has appeared in The New York Times, Harper’s, Guernica, VQR, The New 

Yorker online, The New England Journal of Medicine, Intima, and The Journal of the American Medical 

Association. 

 

Trisha D. Cubb, MD, FACE, is an associate professor and the endocrine neoplasia director at the 

University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center. She is an 

endocrine oncologist, and her clinical and research focus is advanced thyroid malignancy and hereditary 

endocrine neoplasia syndromes. She is actively involved in the American Thyroid Association and 

Endocrine society and is the current chair of the ATA laboratory affairs committee. She serves on the 

editorial board for Clinical Thyroidology, JCEM Clinical Case Reports, and the Journal of the American 

Head and Neck Society. 

. 
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Priya H. Dedhia, MD, PhD, FACS, is an endocrine surgeon and assistant professor in the Department of 

Surgery at The James Ohio State University in Columbus, OH. She earned her MD from the University 

of Pennsylvania Health System and did her fellowhip in endocrine surgery at the University of 

Wisconsin Hospital in Madison, WI. As a member of the Translational Therapeutics Program, her 

research focuses on using human organoid technology to generate insulin-producing cells to study the 

molecular basis of thyroid and parathyroid disease. Dr. Dedhia also works on three-dimensional models 

of endocrine cancer in order to find new and personalized approaches for these cancers. Her work has been 

published in over 20 peer-reviewed journals. Dr. Dedhia is a 2020 ThyCa Research Grant recipient. 

 

Carlos S. Duque, MD, is a head & neck surgeon trained at the University of Miami, Miller School of 

Medicine, Department of Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery. He worked as a head and neck 

surgeon for more than twenty years at the Hospital Pablo Tobón Uribe in Medellin, Colombia. Dr. 

Duque´s passion has been the treatment and management of thyroid cancer. He has published 

numerous articles on this topic, as well as an e-book in Spanish, entitled ¡Uuuyyy, TENGO CANCER 

DE TIROIDES!, which is also available in English, Oh no, I HAVE THYROID CANCER!. He has led 

sessions in both English and Spanish at numerous past ThyCa conferences. 

 

Timothy A. Erickson, PhD, is a reseacher at Providence Cancer Center in Providence, OR. Shortly 

after his diagnosis in 2014 with MTC, he decided that he would take his research skills and aim to 

find a cure for MTC. He has published several papers in the journal Thyroid on the immune-tumor 

interface of MTC and cell therapy to treat MTC with the help of collaborators at Providence and CU-

Anschutz Cancer Centers. Dr. Erickson is currently developing a triad of T cell engagers to treat 

medullary thyroid cancer. These protein therapeutics enable direct killing of tumor cells by immune 

cells called T cells. The goal of his research is to develop a systemic therapy for MTC, comparable in 

efficacy to radioactive iodine in differentiated thyroid cancer. Dr. Erickson is a 2021 & 2025 ThyCa research 

grant recipient.  

 

Shireen Fatemi, MD, FACE, FACP, is an Endocrinologist currently practicing with the Southern 

California Permanente Medical Group (Kaiser Permanente) as a partner emeritus, where she has 

dedicated 30 years to clinical care and leadership. Additionally, she is an Associate Professor at the 

USC Keck School of Medicine and serves as the Co-Laboratory Director at the USC Keck 

Endocrine Services Laboratory. Throughout her tenure at SCPMG, Dr. Fatemi has held several key 

leadership positions, including Area Research Chair, Assistant Area Medical Director, Site Director for the 

Bernard J. Tyson Kaiser Permanente School of Medicine, and Chief of Endocrinology. She remains involved as 

the Kaiser Permanente Regional Osteoporosis Co-Director and the Lead Clinician for the Osteoporosis National 

Guidelines Committee.  

 

Aime T. Franco, PhD, is an assistant professor and investigator with the Center for Childhood Cancer 

Research at The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia in Philadelphia, PA. Dr. Franco directs the 

newly established Pediatric Thyroid Cancer Translational Research Laboratory. She earned her PhD 

in Cancer Biology from Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN and conducted her postdoctoral 

fellowship in genetics of thyroid cancer at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York, 

NY. Her research interests include the molecular biology and genetics of thyroid cancer and 

improving quality of life and survivorship outcomes for thyroid cancer. Dr. Franco is a 2012 ThyCa Research 

Grant recipient and has spoken at many ThyCa conferences. 

 

Ruchi Gaba, MD, FACE, FEAA, is an associate professor of medicine and program director of the 

endocrinology fellowship at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, TX. She specializes in thyroid 

and parathyroid disorders, with particular expertise in thyroid cancer, especially advanced and 

complicated cases. As Medical Director of the Thyroid and Parathyroid Center at the Dan Duncan 

Cancer Center, she leads a multidisciplinary team to provide comprehensive, patient-centered care 

and contributes nationally to guideline development and educational initiatives in endocrinology. 
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Matthew A. Gorris, MD, is an assistant professor in the Division of Endocrinology & Metabolism at 

Wake Forest University School of Medicine in Winston-Salem, NC.  He obtained his medical degree 

from the University of Toledo College of Medicine, followed by internal medicine residency and 

endocrinology fellowship at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center in Winston Salem.  He joined the 

faculty there in 2019, where he serves as Medical Director of Endocrine Neoplasia.  He has focused 

on expanding and enhancing the multidisciplinary care team, and directs the endocrine and pituitary tumor 

boards.  He also has several roles in medical education, including director of the endocrine neoplasia elective for 

endocrinology fellows, and clinical skills coach and academic advisor for the school of medicine.  

 

Kristi D. Graves, PhD, is a tenured Professor of Oncology at Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center 

at Georgetown University. Dr. Graves conducts research focused on cancer survivorship and symptom 

management, with an emphasis on patient- and community engagement. Dr. Graves is currently leading 

or co-leading 3 projects funded through the National Institutes of Health. One project, which she co-

leads with an endocrinologist, Dr. Jacqueline Jonklaas, focuses on supporting treatment decisions about 

radioactive iodine (RAI) treatment among patients diagnosed with intermediate risk differentiated 

thyroid cancer. This study is comparing two educational websites about RAI treatment to evaluate the effect on 

treatment decisions, decision satisfaction, and quality of life among patients with intermediate risk thyroid 

cancer.  

 

Elizabeth G. Grubbs, MD, is a surgeon and associate professor in the Department of Surgical 

Oncology at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas. She earned her 

medical degree at Duke University School of Medicine in Durham, North Carolina, followed by 

postgraduate training at Duke and at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. She is 

author of numerous peer-reviewed original research articles, as well as book chapters. Dr. Grubbs has 

spoken at many ThyCa conferences. Dr. Grubbs is a 2014 ThyCa research grant recipient. She is a ThyCa 

Medical Advisor. 

 

Sarah Hamidi, MD, FRCPC, is a board-certified endocrinologist with specialized fellowship training 

in oncologic endocrinology. She currently serves as an Assistant Professor in the Department of 

Endocrine Neoplasia and Hormonal Disorders at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 

Center. Dr. Hamidi’s clinical and research work is dedicated to the care of patients with advanced 

thyroid cancers, with a particular focus on anaplastic thyroid carcinoma. She leads and collaborates on 

clinical trials and translational studies aimed at identifying novel treatment strategies and improving 

outcomes in this rare, aggressive disease. 

Megan R. Haymart, MD, is professor of internal medicine in the Division of Metabolism, 

Endocrinology, and Diabetes at the University of Michigan. Dr. Haymart received her medical degree 

at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and completed her internal medicine residency at 

Johns Hopkins Hospital. Dr. Haymart has a history of NIH-funded research focused on optimizing 

thyroid care delivery. She is a health services researcher who primarily studies thyroid cancer care 

across the disease continuum: from the diagnosis of a thyroid nodule to cancer survivorship. In 

recognition of her research, she received the American Thyroid Association’s Van Meter Award for outstanding 

contributions to research on the thyroid gland (2017), the University of Michigan’s Jerome Conn Award for 

Research Excellence (2017), membership to American Society for Clinical Investigation (2018), the AACE 

Hossein Gharib Education Lectureship Award for exemplary contributions to an individual profession or area of 

expertise (2021), and the inaugural AACE Endocrine Care Innovation Award in recognition of her team’s 

outstanding body of work focused on clinical outcomes or health care delivery (2025). 
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Alan L. Ho, MD, is a medical oncologist at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC) in 

New York City, NY. He specializes in the treatment of head and neck malignancies, 

specifically cancers of the salivary glands and thyroid. Dr. Ho earned his medical degree at Stanford 

University where he graduated Phi Beta Kappa. He did his residency at Weill Cornell-NY 

Presbyterian and Fellowship at MSKCC. He specializes in the management of head and neck 

squamous cell carcinomas, thyroid cancers, salivary cancers, and non-melanoma skin cancers. His research is 

focused upon the translational science of developing novel therapeutics for these malignancies. He has been the 

Principal Investigator of NIH R01 grants. His research interest lies in translating emerging scientific knowledge 

of these diseases into new drug therapies. 

 

Jennifer Holkem, is a dedicated educator and patient advocate for thyroid patients. After a successful 

RFA treatment of a large benign thyroid mass in 2019, she founded Save Your Thyroid—an advocacy 

community for patients seeking minimally invasive, non-surgical treatment options. Recognizing a lack 

of patient-focused resources, Jennifer creates and shares educational content through her podcast and 

social media. She also developed the saveyourthyroid.org website, which provides patient-oriented 

resources, and as of 2025, she offers personalized patient navigation services. Jennifer devotes a full-time effort 

to building awareness of treatment advancements worldwide. 

 

Priyanka C. Iyer, MD, is an oncologic endocrinologist in the department of Endocrine Neoplasia and 

Hormonal disorders at University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. She treats advanced thyroid 

cancer including anaplastic thyroid cancer. She is one of the 5 oncologic endocrinologists in the FAST 

team at MD Anderson, a leading referral center for Anaplastic thyroid cancer. Dr. Iyer’s clinical panel 

and research interests include novel approaches in the management of locally advanced and metastatic 

thyroid cancer with the use of targeted therapies and their combinations with immunotherapy. Her 

research involves exploring real world studies in advanced thyroid cancer that inform real world evidence and 

practice. Dr. Iyer is also the Associate program director for the Oncologic Endocrinology Fellowship program at 

MD Anderson. She is very involved with the education of fellows and trainees who are interested in pursuing a 

career in oncologic endocrinology. 

 
Hadiza Kazaure, MD, MMCi, FACS, is a fellowship-trained endocrine surgeon and associate professor 

of surgery at Duke University Medical Center in Durham, NC. Dr Kazaure is the NSQIP Surgeon 

Champion for Duke University Hospital, Quality Lead for the Duke Division of Surgical Oncology, and 

Director of the Duke Endocrine Neoplasia Research Lab. She is a surgeon scientist with an abiding 

interest in improving the quality of endocrine and geriatric surgical care in the United States and beyond. 

She has received internal and NIH funding for her research. She is a member of the American Thyroid 

Association and the American Association of Endocrine Surgeons, where she serves on the Guidelines and 

Therapeutics Committee. 

 

Randol J. Kennedy, MD, FACP, is an assistant professor at the Duke University Hospital. He 

completed his fellowship training at Duke after which he stayed as faculty and continued his 

endocrinology practice. His current specialty focus is in thyroid cancer and in the management of 

endocrine adverse events of cancer therapy. Dr. Kennedy is also a member of the ATA Clinical 

Affairs Committee.  

Sualeha Khalid, MD, is an oncologic endocrinologist at University of Maryland Medical System 

Shore Regional Health. She is a recent graduate of the oncologic endocrine fellowship program at the 

University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. After completing her MBBS from Shifa College 

of Medicine in Islamabad, Pakistan she did her Internal Medicine residency at Albany Medical 

College in Albany, NY followed by an endocrinology fellowship at University of Maryland Medical 

Center. Dr. Khalid plans to pursue an academic career focusing on endocrine neoplasia. Her research interests 

include advanced thyroid cancer and hereditary syndromes.  
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Sonya Khan, MD, is an endocrinologist and assistant professor at the University of Texas MD Anderson 

Cancer Center in Houston, TX in the Department of Endocrine Neoplasia and Hormonal Disorders.  

She is also the Center Medical Director of the Endocrine Center. She did her residency in Internal 

Medicine followed by fellowship at the University of Texas Health Science Center in Houston, TX and 

trained at MD Anderson Cancer Center during her fellowship. Her current outpatient practice includes 

diabetes, thyroid cancer, pituitary disorders, bone health, hypercalcemia and immunotherapy induced 

endocrinopathies in the oncologic population. 

 

Lawrence T. Kim, MD, FACS, FACE, is professor of surgery in the Division of Surgical Oncology and 

Endocrine Surgery at the University of North Carolina. He received his medical degree from the 

University of Texas Southwestern Medical School and completed his general surgery training at the 

U.T. Southwestern Medical Center and Parkland Hospital. He is active in several organizations focused 

on endocrine surgery and is the co-editor of a textbook on Differentiated Thyroid Cancer published by 

Springer in 2017. He has held several national leadership positions and is a member of the American 

Surgical Association. 

 

Jochen H. Lorch, MD, MSc, is a medical oncologist and professor of medicine and medical director of 

the Head and Neck and Thyroid Programs Northwestern Medical Group in Chicago, IL. He graduated 

from the University of Regensburg in Germany in 1993 and completed his internship and residency at 

the University of Pennsylvania/Presbyterian Medical Center in 1999. He was awarded a fellowship in 

hematology and oncology at Northwestern University in Chicago. In 2002, he returned to Germany to 

complete his German Board Certification in Internal Medicine and Medical Oncology. He returned to the US in 

2005 to take a faculty position at Boston University in Boston, MA and started as a faculty member at Dana 

Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, MA in 2008. He became the inaugural director of the Thyroid Center at Dana 

Farber. In 2021 he left Dana Farber as Associate Professor of Medicine to join the faculty at Northwestern 

University. He has conducted many investigator-initiated studies for patients with aggressive thyroid cancer. He 

is a member of the NCCN thyroid cancer board. Dr. Lorch is a ThyCa Medical Advisor. 

 

Anastasios Maniakas, MD, PhD, FRCSC, is an associate professor, tenure track, in the Department of 

Head and Neck Surgery at UT MD Anderson. Dr. Maniakas received his undergraduate, master’s, and 

doctoral degrees from McGill University, and his medical doctorate from the University of Montreal. 

He completed his residency at the University of Montreal followed by a fellowship in head and neck 

surgical oncology at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. His clinical and 

translational research expertise is in advanced head and neck cancers, with an emphasis on advanced 

thyroid cancer and oral cavity cancer. Dr. Maniakas’ research interests include novel drug therapy development, 

the effect of the microbiome in the development, progression, and recurrence of cancer, and co-leading clinical 

trials in head and neck cancer. 

. 

Mark Martinez, CPA, MBA, served ten years in the United States Marine Corps as an M1A1 Tank 

Commander, including two combat deployments. He then traded deserts for desks and salutes for 

spreadsheets, using the GI Bill to earn his accounting degree and MBA from Seattle University. Over 

the past 20 years, Mark has built a career spanning accounting, finance, and executive leadership. 

Today, his work focuses on forensic accounting matters involving family law, elder financial 

exploitation, fiduciary misconduct, business disputes, and financial investigations. Mark is a CPA, Certified 

Forensic Accountant, and founder of Red-3 CPA & Forensic Accounting. He and his wife, Aubrey, live just 

outside Seattle. Outside of work, Mark supports Scouting America and enjoys woodworking, gardening, and 

playing Dungeons & Dragons with the guys. 
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Aarti Mathur, MD, PhD, FACS, is an associate professor of surgery and oncology at the Johns 

Hopkins University School of Medicine in Baltimore, MD. She serves as Associate Vice Chair for 

Faculty Development in the Department of Surgery, is the Fellowship Director for the Endocrine 

Surgery Fellowship, and directs the CORES Endocrine Surgery Research Group. Dr. Mathur earned 

her medical degree at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, TX. She completed a 

general surgery residency at Georgetown University Hospital during which she spent time several 

years at National Cancer Institute. She then completed a fellowship in endocrine surgery at Johns Hopkins. She 

has a busy clinical practice that focuses on thyroid, parathyroid, and adrenal diseases and has a focused practice 

designation for adult complex thyroid and parathyroid surgery. One of her research interests is environmental risk 

factors for thyroid cancer. 

  

Alberto J. Monreal, MD, is an endocrine surgeon and faculty member in the Division of Surgical 

Oncology at Duke University, specializing in the surgical management of thyroid, parathyroid, and 

adrenal disease. His clinical and academic interests center on multidisciplinary endocrine oncology, 

quality improvement, and the integration of emerging technologies and minimally invasive approaches 

into the treatment of endocrine disease. He is actively engaged in surgical education and the training of 

medical students, residents, and fellows at Duke. Dr. Monreal is also actively involved in several 

national professional societies, including the American Association of Endocrine Surgeons (AAES) and the 

American Thyroid Association (ATA). He serves on the AAES Patient Advocacy Committee and the ATA 

Patient Affairs & Education Committees, with a focus on advancing education, advocacy, and access to 

comprehensive, patient-centered care.  

 

Jennifer A. Morrison, MD, PhD, is a visiting associate professor at the University of Colorado 

Anschutz in the Department of Medicine, Division of Endocrinology, Metabolism & Diabetes. Her 

career has focused on delivering high-quality, patient-centered endocrine care, with particular interest 

and expertise in thyroid disease and cancer and more recently, to the provision of endocrine care to 

oncology patients. She has been actively involved with the Denver, Colorado chapter of ThyCa since 

2015. 

Lilah F. Morris-Wiseman, MD, FACS, is an endocrine surgeon and Chief of the Division of Endocrine 

Surgery at Johns Hopkins. She is an Associate Professor of Surgery and Oncology at the Johns Hopkins 

University School of Medicine and has a high-volume practice with expertise in thyroid cancer surgery, 

including hereditary endocrine cancer syndromes and complex primary and reoperative surgery of the 

thyroid. She completed her surgical training at UCLA and her endocrine surgery fellowship at MD 

Anderson Cancer Center. She serves as Chair of the Patient Advocacy Committee of the American 

Association of Endocrine Surgeons (AAES), where she organizes patient education initiatives on thyroid, 

parathyroid, and adrenal disease in partnership with national patient advocacy organizations. Dr. Morris-

Wiseman holds leadership roles in the AAES, the American Thyroid Association, and the American Board of 

Surgery.  

Salem I. Noureldine, MD, FACS, is an endocrine surgeon and assistant professor of surgery at the 

George Washington University School of Medicine and Health Sciences, where he also serves 

as Associate Program Director of the General Surgery Residency Program in Washington, DC. 

Dr. Noureldine is an accomplished and expert academic endocrine surgeon, having authored thyroid 

cancer guidelines from the American Thyroid Association, over 100 peer-reviewed scientific papers, 

multiple textbook chapters, and served as an editor for several textbooks and review series. His 

clinical and research interests include minimally invasive and robotic endocrine surgery, molecular 

diagnostics, radiofrequency and microwave ablation, and fluorescence-guided surgery. 
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Sarah C. Oltmann, MD, is an endocrine surgeon at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical 

Center in Dallas, TX. She is the Section Chief of Endocrine Surgery at University of Texas 

Southwestern Medical Center, and Director of Endocrine Surgery for Parkland Health and Hospital 

Systems. She attended Baylor University, graduating cum laude. She went on to earn her MD at Texas 

Tech University Health Sciences Center, graduating Alpha Omega Alpha. She completed her General 

Surgery residency at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center. During her surgery training, she was 

diagnosed with thyroid cancer, which greatly influenced her decision to pursue Endocrine Surgery as a career. 

She completed an Endocrine Surgery fellowship training at University of Wisconsin in Madison, WI. Her 

research interests include management and clinical outcomes in endocrine surgery. She is a 2015 recipient of the 

ThyCa Research Grant for her work on cancer progression and therapeutic response in a mouse model of 

medullary thyroid cancer. She is an avid knitter. 

 

Catalina Ovalle, is a yoga teacher and nutrition & wellness coach who believes in the powerful 

connection between movement, nourishment, and healing. With a BSc in Nutrition & Dietetics 

and 300+ hours of yoga teacher training, she brings together her scientific background and holistic 

approach to create supportive, accessible yoga practices. Catalina is passionate about creating 

spaces where people can reconnect with their bodies, find moments of calm, and feel supported 

through life's transitions 

 

Theodora Pappa, MD, PhD, is an onco-endocrinologist and physician scientist committed to precision 

medicine in thyroid cancer. Her clinical practice at Brigham and Women’s Hospital/Dana-Farber 

Cancer Institute is focused on advanced thyroid cancer and she conducts translational research on 

thyroid cancer genomics collaborating with colleagues from Harvard Medical School and the Broad 

Institute. The focus of her research activities is to chart the tumor ecosystem in thyroid cancer and 

clinically interpret thyroid cancer genome, to eventually develop novel prognostic biomarkers and tailor 

treatment options based on the tumor’s molecular profile. Dr. Pappa is a 2022 ThyCa Research Grant recipient. 

 

Beena Patel, MSc, PA-C, is a physician associate in oncology who has worked clinically in Bone 

Marrow Transplant and GU Oncology/Clinical Trials at leading cancer institutions including Columbia 

University Medical Center, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, and Weill Cornell Medical 

College. Through her interest in integrative medicine that was sparked by patients, physicians, and her 

own personal journey with thyroid cancer at the age of 21, her path led her into the world of holistic 

healing and wellness. She is now also a Certified Yoga Teacher and Reiki Healer at The Yoga Movement. She 

uses her background in both medicine and alternative healing to provide a more integrative approach to cancer 

care. 

 

Ivana Petrovic, MSc, CLS, supervises all laboratory testing at USC Endocrine Services Laboratory and 

is directly involved in Thyroglobulin and Thyroglobulin Antibody radioimmunoassay manufacturing, 

quality control, troubleshooting, and patients’ testing. She participates in research regarding clinical 

utility of Thyroglobulin and Thyroglobulin Antibody testing in patients with Differentiated Thyroid 

Cancer. Ivana Petrovic received both Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees in Pharmacy-

Medical Biochemistry from Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Belgrade, Serbia. She has authored and 

co-authored more than 15 original papers and presented research work results at American and European Thyroid 

Association Meetings. 

 
Jennifer Rosen, MD, FACS, is Chief of Endocrine Surgery and Vice Chair for Research of the 

Department of Surgery at MedStar Washington Hospital Center, Washington DC. Dr. Rosen 

received her medical degree from Thomas Jefferson University Medical College. She then 

completed her residency at Beth Israel Medical Center before completing her fellowship training 

at the National Cancer Institute (NCI). Her research interests include bringing in new technology 

and tools for diagnosing thyroid nodules as well as discriminating cancerous nodules from benign 

nodules. Dr. Rosen has previously patented tools that are now being used at MedStar Washington Hospital 

Center. She is currently interested in improving genetic studies to predict thyroid cancer in individuals as well as 
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putting together large national databases to look at what improves survival in patients with thyroid cancer. 

 

Randall P. Scheri, MD, is a professor of surgery at Duke University in Durham, NC. Dr. Scheri 

serves as the Chief of Endocrine Surgery and the leader of the Endocrine Neoplasia for the Duke 

Cancer Institute. His research interests include improving outcomes and quality of care/life for 

patients with endocrine neoplasia and thyroid cancer. Dr. Scheri serves as the director for the Duke 

Endocrine Surgery Fellowship, the only fellowship training future endocrine surgeons in North 

Carolina. 

 

Siddharth Sheth, DO, MPH, is a medical oncologist and a tenured Associate Professor of Medicine in 

the Division of Oncology at the University of North Carolina (UNC) at Chapel Hill. His clinical 

expertise is in head and neck cancers including thyroid malignancies. His research focuses on clinical 

trials and evaluating promising biomarkers in clinical studies. He leads multiple trials with an interest 

in neoadjuvant trials. At UNC, Dr. Sheth co-leads the head and neck cancer program and leads the 

head and neck POD (clinical trials group). Dr. Sheth is an active member of ASCO, SITC, and 

AACR, ITOG, and participates in NCI Cooperative Groups including Alliance, NRG, ECOG/ACRIN and 

ETCTN. 

 

Julie Ann Sosa, MD, MA, FACS, FSSO, is an endocrine and oncologic surgeon at the University of 

California, San Francisco. She is also the Chair of the Department of Surgery and Leon Goldman, 

MD Distinguished Professor in the Department of Surgery. Her previous position was at Duke 

University Medical Center in Durham, NC. She is a principal investigator or co-principal 

investigator of studies of new drug treatments for advanced thyroid cancer as well as a natural 

history registry for patients with medullary thyroid cancer. She co-chaired the committee that wrote the newly 

published iteration of the American Thyroid Association practice guidelines for the management of adult patients 

with differentiated thyroid cancer. Following undergraduate education at Princeton University, she received an 

MA in Human Sciences at the University of Oxford in the United Kingdom and her medical degree from Johns 

Hopkins University School of Medicine in Baltimore, MD. She received postgraduate training at Johns Hopkins 

Hospital as well as the John Radcliffe and Churchill Hospitals in Oxford, England. Dr. Sosa is a ThyCa Medical 

Advisor. 

 

Carole A. Spencer, PhD, FACB, is a professor of research medicine in the Department of Medicine at USC 

where she is a licensed medical technologist and the Technical Director of the USC Endocrine Services 

Laboratory. Her research focuses on the clinical and laboratory aspects of thyroid disease. She earned her 

undergraduate degree in Applied Biochemistry from Bath University of Technology in England U.K., and 

her Ph.D. from the Glasgow University. Dr. Spencer is a past President of the American Thyroid Association and 

is the recipient of many Outstanding Speaker Awards as well as Awards from the Clinical Ligand Society, the 

American Association of Clinical Chemistry, the National Academy of Clinical Biochemistry and an award for 

publishing excellence from the Endocrine Society.  

 

Steven G. Waguespack, MD, oncologic endocrinologist, is a professor in the Department of 

Endocrine Neoplasia and Hormonal Disorders at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 

Center in Houston, TX. Uniquely trained in both adult and pediatric endocrinology, he has been on 

the faculty at MD Anderson since 2002 and is consistently recognized as one of "America's Top 

Doctors for Cancer" in endocrinology. Dr. Waguespack served as a member of the ATA task force 

that revised the medullary thyroid cancer guidelines in 2015, was a co-chair of the inaugural 2015 

ATA guidelines for pediatric thyroid nodules and differentiated thyroid cancer, and he is currently co-chairing the 

task force revising the ATA pediatric guidelines. Considered to be a leading expert in thyroid cancer, Dr. 

Waguespack is privileged to be able to care for patients across the age continuum. He is also a ThyCa Medical 

Advisor. 
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Mark E. Zafereo, MD, is a head and neck surgeon and tenured Professor at the University of Texas 

MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, TX. He is Section Chief of Head and Neck Endocrine 

Surgery and Associate Medical Director of the Head & Neck Center. He has served on the Board of 

Directors of the International Thyroid Oncology Group (ITOG) and the American Academy of 

Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery and was recently elected to serve on the Board of Directors of 

the American Thyroid Association. His clinical practice focuses on patients with thyroid cancer, 

particularly patients with advanced thyroid cancer, wherein he leads several multicenter neoadjuvant phase II 

clinical trials. Dr. Zafereo is a ThyCa Medical Advisor.  

 


