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Declaraciones de los soldados del
Yrgun Tzevai Leumi

leyer Nakar, Jacob Weiss,Absalom Habib
ante el "tribunal militar" de la organizacion lerroiista

denominada "Ejercito Britdnico de Ocupacion".



Declaracion de Meyer Nakar
Oilciaies britanicos:
Al encontrarnos en . presencia de vosotros, nos preguntamos a nosotros jg/g.

moB: iAnte quienes esfamos? Vosotros os dais el tftulo de "jueces". Nosotros aabV
mos qua no sois jueces, sino oiiciales de un ejercito de ocupacion extranjero qo0
domina por la fuerza la patria de otro pueblo y se aierra a ella, para sub proplo*
objetivos, mediante una opresion cruel. Pero esta no es una respuesta completa.
Porque la pregunta no va dirigida a vosotros, personalmente, sino, en ■una medida
mucho msyor, a vuestros superiores, a ese regimen de tirania que os ha pueito
por jueces sobre los ciudadanos libres de este pais. iQue es este regimen?

A ello quizas pueda contestarse con las palabras pronunciadas por el delegado
de la l/nion Sovietica en la Asamblea General de la Organizaiton de las Nacionoa
Unidas: "el regimen britanico de Eretz­Israel esta en quiebra" (en hebreo: "ha tendido
el pie). Y esta no es la opinion del senor Gromyko unicamente. Todo el raundo 8abe
que "tendeis el pie" en Eretz­Israel, 10 mismo que tendeis la mano en 103 Estados
Unidos. Un regimen cuyos funcionarios se ven obligados a vivir en ghettos iacaso
es un regimen? Un regimen que gasta como la mitad del presupuesto para las nece­
sidades policiales y que a pesar de ello permanece impotente en presencia de la
Juria del pueblo insurreccionado iacaso es un regimen?

Es muy posible mostrar numerosos hechos demostrativos de que vuestro regi­
men esta en bancarrota aqui, y no hay mas ninguna iuerza en el mundo que pueda
salvarlo de la disolucion o de la desaparicion. Mas quizas sea extremadaments
caracteristico el sig,uiente hecho. Miembros de vuestro Parlamento han manifestado.
que hay un medio de aplastar la resistencia hebrea, y que consiste en erigir horcas
en la Tierra Santa para asesinar a prisioneros hebreos. Y he aqui que 10 habeis hecho.
Habeis cometido uno de los crimenes mas infames: habeis asesinado a prisioneros
de guerra. £i que habeis conseguido? iHabeis logrado atemorizar a alguien? 4Ha­
beis debilitado la aspiracion de libertad de nuestro pueblo? ^Habeis logrado aplastar
el levantamiento nacional? Vosotros sabeis que no habeis conseguido nada. El iuego
de la rebelion se va extendiendo dentro y fuera del pais. Y vosotros solo habeit
cargado con el desprecio universal por el asesinato de prisioneros, considerado an
todas partes y en todo momento como un crimen de lesa humanidad.
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En otros terminos: lampoco ese acto criminal le ha servldo a vuestro regimen,
de modo quo su bjuicarrota es completa. Y siendo ello asi, mejor sera qua 08 d9U
prlsa en deaprender las consecuencias. Un regimen que ha caido en bancarrota
en todos 103 terrenos de la vida y en todas las tentativas de dominacion debs
desaparecer.

Asi, pues, fallidos britanicos, ha llegado el momenat de que abandonees eats
pais. que fue nuestro y sera nuestro. y que edificaremos como un pais de libertad,
de pa2 y de progreso, para gloria eterna.

Vuestrosgobemantes se sienten ofendidos cuando se los compara con los natis.
Si ocurre que en Nueva York jovenes hebreos pintan sobre la bandera de vueibro
Estado la cruz gamada, vuestros diarios se quejan de ello y vuestros representantaa
protestan. Sin embargo. vale la pena que mediteis por un momento si en verdad .s
posible limpiar a vuestra bandera de la svasiica, que ha sido adherida a ella de
hecho, no por manos de ningiin extrano sino por vuestras mismas manos.

Pues6que es lo que simboliza la cruz gamada en nuestro Bempo? Simboliia
al esclavizacion de pueblos, el asesinato en masa, la crueldad de una iiera, la inmortf­
lidad, el exterminiq y muchas otras cosas, caracteristicas de la pavorosa decadencU
moral de la humanidad. Pero, sobre todo ­y esto aun vosotos 10 confesareis­.
este signo de pecado simboliza el asesinato de judios. Si, la cruz gamada sera
recordada en los siglos venideros como el Iazo que Riera puesto por los enviados do
Satanas en torno de la garganta de todo un pueblo. Es una regla: el portador de la
.vastica es un asesino de judios; un asesino de judios es un portador de uaa
.vastica. si no en la manga de su traje, en lo intimo de su corazon. Y ahora, oil­
ciales britanicos, preguntaos a vosotros mismos: ique iuncion desempena Gran
Bretana en este siqlo luego de haber sido aniquilado en Berlin el asesino de 103
judios? iAcaso ella no recibip de sus manos la cruz gamada, con todo lo que ella
trae en sus brazos? iAcaso Gran Bretana no es actualmente el unico Estado del
mundo que mata, como Estado ­ como Estado­, judios? £Acaso soldados de Gran
Bretana no asesinan actualmente judios en Jerusalen y en Famagusta, en Haifa y
en el Sudan, en Eretz­Israel y en Europa? iAcaso Gran Bretana no retiene a decenaa
de miles de judios en los campos de concentracion? jAcaso Gran Bretana no atenti
contra la vida de nuestro pueblo por doquiera?

Gran Bretana, asesina de judios. Esta es la Juncion que habeis asumido, esta as
la reputacion que 03 habeis gastado en los ambitos del mundo. Y de esto no Os
limpiareis, 10 mismo que la Alemania nazi no se limpiara nunca de eso. iQue utilldad
tendra que raspeis los indicios de la cruz gamada de la "Union Jack", de vuestra
bandera? Pues ella no os ha sido pegada con una goma comiin, sino con un
mateiral imposible de sacarlo: os ha sido pegada con sangre, sangre de nuestora
hermanos, que vuestras manos han derramado en todos los ambitos del mundo,
que vuestras manos continuan derramando aqui y en el exteiror.

Si, Gran Bretana, una cruz gamada gigantesca cubre hoy tu cuerpo, 10 mismo
que el odio que ella simboliza ha penerrado en tu alma. Has asumido una mision:
la de terminar 10 que tu maestro, Hitler, no alcanzo a terminar. Por eso, lo mismo quo
el, tambien tu bajaras de la escena y entraras en la Historia con una designacion
que to perseguira hasta el fin de todos los siglos: el de asesina de judios. Poro
no lograras realizar tu plan. Como fue rota la cruz gamada, asi sera rota la crui
gamada nazi­birtanica. El Dios que ayudo a David a derribar a Goliat por haber
insultado las filas de Israel, ayudara a los portadores del Escudo de David a
▼ancer a los portadores de la cruz gamada que profanan la Tierra Santa.
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:; Declaracion de Jacob Weiss
Oficiales del ejercito de ocupacion:
No puedo comenzar sin referirme al ultraje barbaro cometldo con prisioneros

hairdos, de que he sido testigo presencial al ser capturado. Eshbal, Amrani, Be.
rend, Bando, Dad, Moscovich, Shmukler y otros fueron tiioteados todos con decenaa
de balas desde una corta distancia, a pesar de que ninguno de ellos estaba armado.
Esto, poique todos ellos se haliaofan entre los prisioneros y no en(re ios afacanets.
Pero la tecnica de vuestros soldados es todavia de'iciente, de modo que, no obstance
las" decenas de heridas, muchos no murieron en seguida y fueron traidos, sangran­
tes, al patio de la estacion policial. Ahi se los echo en tierra ­ y no en Camillas.
ino! ­ y asi quedaron tendidos durante seis horas enteras, mientras su sangre
manaba como agua. Decenas de bestias con apariencia humana los rodeaban, con
las manos hundidas en los bolsillos. Su unica preocupacion consistia en impedirnos
proporcionarles los primeros auxilios. Y asi tuvieron la suerte de asesinar, de un
modo tan canallesco, a Eshbal, a Berend, a Bando, a Amrani y a Nisim Levi. Zs
evidente que esos canallescos asesinatos no haran temblar a nadie. Por el contrairo,
elles le abriran los ojos al pueblo para que vea a quien combatimos nosotroa.
Y. si en el pasado habeis aprovechado de todas las ventajas conferidas a un beli­
gerante por las leyes de la guerra, no hay duda que en 10 futuro se cumplira la ley
de represalia, y si bien en materia de ultraje a los prisioneros y de sadismo no
:rivalizaremos con vosotros, en lo demas se os pagara como 10 teneis merecido.

Y ahora, sobre lo que vosotros llamais "juicio". No reconocemos vuestra autoti­
dad para juzgarnos a nosotros, ciudadanos libres de la patria hebrea, y no pensamos
participar en estas deliberaciones, a las que denominais, con burla y escarnio 10
la alta tradicion de la humanidad civilizada, "juicio".

Todo 10 que vosotros haceis en este pais es ilegal. Vuestro regimen es ilegal;
vuestros ­ "tribunales" son ilegales; vuestras leyes, salidas de la mas totalitarU
,do las maquinas que ha existido alguna vez, son ilegales; y vuestra misma presencia
aqui, contra la que todos se levantan, es ilegal. Esta tierra es nuestra desde tiempos
.rpmotos por Ja eternidad. iQue teneis que ver, oiiciales britanicos, con nuestra
patria? iQuien os ha puesto por gobernantes de una nacion antigua y civilizada
.y arnante de la libertad? iQuien os ha puesto por jueces de un pueblo que dio a la
,hjimanidad el Dios de la justicia y el derecho cuando vuestros antepasados moraban
aiin en cavernas y bosques perennes?

Mas he aqu£ que vuestra dominacion en este pais se acerca a su fin. Todo el
jinundo 10 sabe. Y tambien vosotros lo sabeis. No, no podreis permanecer aqui
.por mucho tiempo. Ciertamente, habeis hecho todp 10 que esclavizadores crueles
,pueden hacer para sujetar al pais con las cadenas del avasallamiento y para que­
jirantar el espiritu de resistencia de sus ciudadanos y dueifos legitimos. Habe:s
,concentrado enormes fuerzas militares, os habeis rodeado de decenas de kilometros
Me alambradas de pua; habeis gastado millones para la policia piiblica y la secreta;
habeis asaltado, exilado, amenazado; habeis introducido reglamentaciones como no
4as hubo ni siquiera en la Alemania nazi, y hasta habeis hecho esto: asesinasteli
" prisioneros hebreos, llevasteis al patibulo a exponentes de la juventud hebrea.
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ijel reaulfado? No ­610 no habeis conseguido quebrar el espfritu deia rwistencli
hebre ­mo quo par el contrario. a vuestra vista. ape"r delpatfbuloy quul£^s al patibulo, el!a esta aumentando, a tal punto que vuestro Churchill L

^TUmdasPor supuesto. vuestro­ delegados no han idocon intenciones C
P>asala_mst uc1on internadonal. No se proponen obtener all! un fallo justofsSo
una autonzacion para proseguir con vuestro dominio y una absolucion P0 10sad03£*" ?, del mismo. Pero la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas. por masque
haya en ella titeres de Gran Bretaiia. no esta sometida todavfa a laautoridad de
vuestros gobernantes. No todo 10 que os habeis propuesto conseguir en ellacons*
f™™s/> podreis conseguir. Y la primera prueba de ello eS la resoludonde ■^
A­amblea General que insta tanto a los gobiernos como a los pueWos, a abstenlrse
Ja'a PalesHna.6 la fuerZa durante las deliberaciones de la comision internacional

Esa resolucion no tiene dos significados. Dado que vuestro gobierno es el
umco que emplea la fuerza en este pafs. es evidente gue la Asamblea General J
la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas le ha pedido precisamente a elque dafa
de ame^r con o emplear la fuerza, hasta tanto la Organizacion de las Nacionas
no haya adoptado su resolucion. Vuestro gobierno estara obligado a someterse a
!"'6/6?"6"1"1f10 0a asumir la plena responsabilidad por el incumplimiento de la
rsso/uaa^ de la Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas. En este ultimo cLo
no me cabe duda de que los Estados que no son tfteres vuestrds y que han suscirpto
dicha resolucion no os P^nnitiran que expongais a risa v mofa la voluntad de la
"­Wuaon mternacional y la firma de ellos. La Organizacion de las.Nadones Unidas
03 reclamara que respeteis sus resoluciones.

Los Pueblos del mundo saben que el establecimiento de tribunales militarea!^/31­Vr5 no es vuestro; el poner a oiiciales extranjeros por jueces sobreau^an031*res v el amenazar con el asesinato de prisioneros. significan en gene!
jaluna a­nenaza del empleo de la fuerza. La prosecucion de esta situacion intolerable
"T' CUalefqu^ra .condl?Tones­ se convierte. a la luz de la resolucion de la Organi­^­0* delas Naciones Unidas. en un crimen internacional. en una atroddad contra
otdos los pueblos cue se han mancomunado en la misma resolucion
_Por 10 tanto, desde este lugar en que se Pisotea arrogantemente la resoluci6n
aeJos Pueblos.apelamos ala Organizadon de las Naciones Unidas. a la conS
.nvestigadora y a todos los Estados independientes que votaron en favor de </
"ocionda Noruega y les exigimos que intervengan para no permitir a los esclavl­"t hepShbntan!cos;.nfractores a las leyes de la humanidad. Sue colocuen a ciudada­
nos hebreos*rente a un tribunal nailitar y asesinen a Prisioneros hebreos. Nam­
^niente, "osotros despreciamos vuestras amenazas de asesinato, mas estamos 89.
guros de que vendra la intervencfon internadonal, dado que en el platillo de ),^^J^ZZs.^' entre o.ros fac.ores. el honor de la humanidad r s/

Y en lo que se erfiere a nosotros, sabemos que este combate sera uno, "ua
uno^habra de sersu fin: nuestro pueblo conseguira su Hbertad, y su esclavizadorh^",""f ^7!; Por eso estamos tranquilos. maS aun: somos felices. Porque "0i^rmayor /eJjc^d para un hombre que la de consagrar la vida a un gran !ded
y saber, seber con clandad que el es uno de los que 10 realizan directamenet
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Old, oficiales britanicos, y contadles esto a vuestros gobernantes, qua estan
afectados de ceguera y no ven la mano que graba la gran advertencia sobre a!
muro: decidles que en este pai3 ha surgido dentro de Israel, una generacion nusva,
una generacion que ama la vida, una generacion que ama la libertad mas que la vida,
Una generacion que destiuira la tirania nazibritanica y traera la libetrad aun a/
precio de la vida. El pueblo de Israel vive. El Reino de Israel resurgira.

Declaracion de Absalom Habib
Oficiales del ejercito de ocupacion:
Antes de entrar en el asunto en si quiero dedicar algunas palabras a un*

cueBtion que en verdad esta al margen del mismo, pero que para mi es import ante
por afectarme personalmente. Despues de que vuestra inteligencia y vuestro valor
no os sirvieron para impedir la ruptura de las murallas de la Bastilla de Eretz­
Israel, la ciega casualidad os proporciono una gran "victoria" sobre una parte de
los prisioneTos liberados que se hallaban inermes y sobre nosotios ties luego de
habersenos terminado nuestras municiones. Aqui iueron satisfechos vuestro sadismo
y bajeza. Vuestros hombres se comportaron de acuerdo con la mejor tradicion nazi:
tiraron contra heridos tendidos en tierra, impidieron intencionalmente, dmante mu­
chas horas, el suministro de los primeros auxilios, etcetera. A mi me ultrajaroa
especialmente: no faltaron amenazas de asesinato, apretarme el cuello con soga3,
golpes crueles con las culatas y con los pies en las partes delicadas del cuerpo y,
luego de haberme desmayado, un auxilio consistente en orina de un birtanico max­
clado con polvo y con mi propia sangre. No lo cuento para quejarme. ;De ninguna
manera! No me auejare ante vosotros. Pero los pueblos del mundo deben enterarse
de las atrocidades cometidas por las fieras britanicas en Tierra Santa.

Doy por sentado que conoceis la historia sangrienta de vuestra domination
en Wanda. Recordareis, seguramente, que tambien alii dominasteis a un pais
pequeno y a una nacion civilizada por la fuerza y la astucia, bajo la mascara de la
religion y so capa de "la ley y el orden". Recordareis, seguramente, que tambien
alii le quitasteis la medula de los huesos al pueblo trabajador e intrigasteis entrs
sus diversas capas para mantener vuestra dominacion. Y cuando los hij03 del
pueblo irlandes, se levantaron contra vosotros. cuando los combatientes de la
Resistencia irlandesa, salieron a enfrentaros. intestasteis ahogar en rios y torrentes
de sangre el levantamiento contra la tirania. Erigisteis horcas; asesinasteis a decenas
de miles; exilasteis a tierra desolada; asaltasteis y ultrajasteis, y pensasteis en
vuestra gran necedad que por la fuerza y las persecuciones quebrariais el espiritu
de resistencia de los irlandeses libres, el espiritu de Tesistencia que es un don
de Dios a todo hombre digno de llamarse hombre. Os equivocasteis. La Resistencia
irlandesa fue robusteciendose. Precisamente la sangre de los combatientes y la
sangre de los oprimidos unio al pueblo en torno a la bandera de la rebelion, hasta
que os visteis obliqados a retroceder, dejando detras de vosotros imborrables huellaj
de sangre y el recuerdo de dias inolvidables. La Irlanda libre surgio a pesar de toda
vuestra furia.

Vuestros orgullosos gobernantes son en verdad unos grandes ignorantes. No
aludo unicsmente a Bevin, que ha encontrado de repente cuatro mil millones de
hombres sobre la faz del globo terraqueo. Aludo tambien a aquellos de vosotros
que al menos saben que en el mundo viven actualmente solo mas de dog mil
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taillones de almas. Todos son ignorantes. Todos son degos. Porque no has estudlado
ni eabido los dos rfundamentos de la vida, y quizas nunca 103 estudien, nunca 108
sepan. Dichos dos fundamentos son: la leccion de la Historia y el alma del hombra.

SI hubierais atinado, tiranos britanicos, a aprender de la Historia, os habria
bastado el ejemplo de Irlanda o el ejemplo de Norteamerica, para comprendei que
debierais apresuraros a alejaros de este pais nuestro, que esta envuelto en el iuego
de la santa rebelion, que no se apaga, sino que, por el contrairo, se propaga con
toda nueva gota de sangre vertida por vosotros o frente a vosotros. Entonces pres­
tariais atendon a las palabras de advertencia que pronunciara Bernard Shaw en
los dias de la Rebelion Irlandesa, en 1916, Iuego de haber asesinado vuestros ver­
dugos a cuatro prisioneros de guerra irlandeses. Bernard Shaw es un irland^i
que llego a ser un escritor ingles incorporado a vuestra cultura y a vuestra sociedad.
Y sin embargo, ese hombre hallo la valentia de deciros las siguientes palabras:

"Opino que los hombres que fueron fusilados a sangre fria despues de habsr
sido tonrados prisioneros, eran prisioneros de guerra, por 10 que 8u muerte ha sido
absolutamente injusta. Un irlandes que alza su arma para devolver la independence
a su pais hace 10 mismo que harian los ingleses si, desgradadamente para 6110■,
10E alemanes invadieran a su vez su pais. El hecho de que el sepa que sus eneml■
gos no respetaran sus derechos en caso de caer en sus manos, razon por la cual
debe combatir con la soga al cuello; este hecho aumenta su rie3go, pero tambien
aumenta, en la misma medida, su gloria a los ojos de todos los admiradores del
patriotismo en el mundo entero. A los irlandeses que han sido ejecutados se ]e*
colocara junto a los martires iilandeses que les precedieron y junto a los martires
de Polonia, Serbia y Belgica, y no hay nada en el cielo o en la tierra que pueda
impedirlo".

Esas palabras iueron pronunciadas por un hombre considerado como un cinlco.
hace treinta anos, v se confirmaron por complete Y si vuestros dominadores estu■
diaran nuevamente las consecuencias de las guerras libertadoras, tal como nosotroa
las estudiamos; si meditaran en la moraleja que se desprende de las palabras da
Bernard Shaw y del conocido desarrollo de los acontecimientos que siguio al ase­
ainato de los prisioneros irlandeses, entonces hace tiempo que habrian Tenunciado
a la tentativa de aplastar mediante el patibulo o mediante la bayoneta el levanta­
miento de una nacion amante de la libertad. Pero, como ya lo he dicho ante*,
81108 son ciegos v no aprenderan. Y iquien sabe? Quizas esta ceguera os haya sido
impuesta por la Divina Providencia para pagaros con el tiempo por las lagrimas y
la sangre que habeis derramado en nuestro pais y fuera de el.

Empero, no es unicamente una leccion de la Historia 10 que vosotros, tiranos
biitanicos, no aprendeis. Tampoco conoceis el alma del hombre. Vosotros pensais
que con una cantidad determinada de soldados armados y con una cantidad deter­
minada do intrigas sutiles os sera muy posible seguir dominando durante mucho
tiempo un pais en rebelion, cuyos habitantes ­ todos sus habitantes­ ven en voso­
rros invasores, intrigantes y explotadores. Es un error fatal. [Ni la bayoneta ni la=
intrigas pueden sostenerse mucho tiempo frente al alma del hombre, frente al alma
del ciudadano libre. Porque esta alma realizara milagros. Ella rompera bayonetas.
Ella hara estallar intrigas. A ella no la asesinareis. Ella continuara combatiendo.
rebelandose y suscitando rebelion, aunque le quiteis el cuerpo pasajero. Pero vo­
sotros, reslizadores de la doctrina racista, que os considerais dominadores de una
clase superior, mientras que a otros pueblos los conceptuais como de un grado infe­
nor; vosotios, a quienes vuestra gastada arrogancia os ha enloquecido, ,;que teneis
de comun con el alma del hombre libre, dispuesto a arriesgar y hasta sacirficar au
vida por la libertad?
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­ ■ No sorprende. por consiguiente, que tampoco conozcais nuestra alma, el alma de
la nueva generaiton hebrea. Os preguntais asombrados: ,;Como ha podido ocurrir
que estos judios. a quienes teniamos por cobardes, que fueron victimas de matanzas
durante siglos, se hayan levantado contra nuestra dominaiton, combaten a nuestras
tropas y desechen nuestras ordenes, y que, hallandose a la sombra de la muerto,
la desprecien? iComo ha podido ocurrir que por causa de estos judios nos hayam03
visto obligados a encerrarnos en ghettos sin encontrar tampoco en ellos la *ran­
quilidad?

Os asombrais, j,no es asi? Pero lacosa es mas sencilla de lo que parece. Dos
elementos han tallado la iigura espiritual de nuestra generaiton: el suelo patrio y Id
desgraita de la Diaspora. El suelo patrio ha sido 10 que nos ha renovado, 10 que 1133
ha dado vigor a nuestros musculos, valor a nuestro corazon y fe en nuestra poive­
nir, 10 que nos ha devuelto efecirvamenfe la tradiiton que nuestro pueblo habia
conservado teoricamente durante muchos siglos: la tradicion del heroismo da
los Macabeos y deBar­Cojba.
__ Y, por otra parte, la desgracia sin parangon de la Diaspora. Ella nos ha ense­
ifado que estamos empeifados en un combate no solo por nuestia libertad, sin3
tambien por nuestra misma existencia. Ella ha sido la que nos ha ensenado que ]3
prosecuiton de la esclavitud significa un exterminio seguro para todos nosotros.
Ella ha side la que nos ha ensenado que si no tomamos nuestro destino en nuestras
manos, descenderemos al abismo. Que si no combatimos, seremos aniquilados.
Y ella ha sido 14 cjue le ha quitado el miedo a cada uno de nosotros. Si, oficialea
britanicos: hay ante vosotros, hombres no solo aqui, sino tambien en los ambitoa
de la tierra, que no temen mas. Porque it que han de temer? iAcaso han de temer
Ja muerte los hombres de un pueblo al que le fueron muertos millones de sus hi]os
en una noche infernal, sin motivo ni objeot? Y cuando recordamos a nuestros her■
manos aniquilados ­y los recordamos siempre­ nuestro corazon rebosa de dicha
por habersenos dado que no nos pisotearan como a ellos y por habernos tocado
en suerte el privilegio sagrado de combafir por nuestro pais, de vivir sobre nuestro
suelo patrio, de escribir un capitulo ­ capitulo de heroismo­ en nuestra historia
y de dejar un testamento, no de cobardia ni inmolacion, sino de valor y guerra pOI
la libertad, a las generaciones venideras.

Vosotros, tiranos britanicos, no comprendereis nunca el alma de un hombre
libre que va al encuentro de la muerte ­ como fueron Gruner y sus camaradas­
con una ^101011 que brota de su corazon, de su corazon creyente y amante. Y segu­
ramente tampoco comprendereis que yo, un hombre hebreo joven que se halla
frente a un cruel enemigo, alee mi corazon a mi Dios que esta en el cielo, y alabe
y agradezca que me haya concedido el privilegio da sufrir por mi tierra y por mi
pueblo y diga con todas mis fuerzas:

"Bendito seas Tu, Sefior, nuestro Dios, Rey del Universe que nos ha hjochs
vivir y subsistir y llegar a este tiempo".

Estas declaraciones fueron pronunciadas darante el "juicio" que se siguio a 103
tres patriotas por tomar parte en el Ataque a la carcel de Acre. Se les condeno a

muerte y fueron asesinados en la horca el 28 de Julio de 1947.
Di03 vengue su sangrel
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THE HEBREW STRUGGLE
FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION

A SELECTION OF DOCUMENTS
ON IT'S BACKGROUND

AND ON EVENTS PUNCTUATINC ITS COURSE

The collection of documents that follows, is not a history
ol the Irgun Zvai Leumi or its struggle. The time for that has
not yet come. It does, however, present a comprehensive
picture of the belief that animates the soldiers of the
Irgun and the spiritual driving­force that has produced the
greatness of a Dov Gruner and a Meir Feinstein ; and of
thousands of others who, young and loving life, are nevertheless
prepared at any moment to give it up in the struggle for the
rfeedom of their people.

The following pages include also a number of statements
and declarations by the Irgun at various stages in the struggle,
illustrating its background, and some of its incidents ­ pronoun­
cements all flowing from the single mainspring of the Irgun's
existence : the knowledge that national liberation and indepen­
dence can be achieved only by an uncompromising , armed
struggle against the tyrannous aggressor until he has removed
himself from our country ; that his determination to rob us of our
country and to crush our people can be overcome by our even
greater determination to be free, by our refusal either to be
deceived by fine phrases or intimidated by brute force, and by
the application of all our human resources to that task.



In the course of the struggle the birtish tyrant, having taken
Irgun soldiers prisoners has, in accordance with the precedent
set, by the German Nazis, refused to recognise their rights as
prisoners of war. In contravention even of the laws that he
ostensibly recognises, he has set up , ,courts' ' manned by Occu­
pation Army officers. to try Hebrew citizens and to ,,sentence
them to long terms of imprisonment, or to death.

Irgun soldiers thus ,,tried"' have naturally refused to
recognise the authority of the Nazo­British courts, but continuing
their ,struggle in the , ,court room" have made declarations
elucidating the causes of the struggle, and the rights of
Hebrew soldiers. Some of these declarations, in the tradition
of the great martyrs of revolutionary history m all ages and among
all peoples. are included in this publication.

The first of them is the statement. made by Amnon Mosco­
vith, one of the ,,accused" m the ,,Trial of the Twenty" ­
twenty young men of Shuni village, ,,sentenced" in October,
1945 to long terms of imprisonment for the , ,possession of
arms".
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THE RIGHT AND DUTY
TO RISE AGAINST OPPRESSION
DECLARATION BY AMNON MOSCOVITCH
BEFORE A BRITISH MILITARY ,,COURT"

You are going to condemn us to many years' imprisonment.
You mean to deprive us of a civilized man's most precious
possession : of liberty. This right of yours, which originates in
physical force, imposes at least one human duty upon you. You
are bound to learn and to know whom you are judging, whose
hands you want to shackle, whom you are giving the cup of
suffering, physical and moral .

Biographical details about me and my brothers, the other
,,accused", would tell you nothing . There are in Eretz Israel
thousands and tens of thousands of Hebrew young men like us.
Every one of them might be in our place here, for we are not,
as you know, the first ones, and surely not the last ones, to be
brought before you from the Acre citadel, in order to return,
for a long time, to its dark cells. Therefore, if you wish to know
the Hebrew accused, who awaits your sentence with absolute
tranquillity of mind, you have to look not at his identity pa­
pers, but at his soul. You have to enquire, not at his age, social
position or education, but into his convictions, creed and ideals.

We are sons of a certain family. In so far as it has been
planted and has grown in Eretz Israel, it is a Hebrew family,
but it is not only Hebrew. It is, properly speaking, a universal
family. Its age 15 ­ eternity ; the region inhabited by it is ­
the globe ; the secret of its existence is ­ faith ; its fate is ­
suffering ; its happiness is ­ self­sacrifice; its enemy is ­
oppression ; its banner is ­ liberty ; and its name ? Its name is
resistance. Yes, Gentlemen, we are sons of the great, Hebrew
and all­human, family of resistance, Our spiritual fathers left the
village of iVlochin. m order to stir up a revolt against a great
empire, which sought to subjugate the land of the prophets both
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politically and spiritually. Our spiritual fathers went out oithe
crevices of rocks in the days of another empire, and, ln thelr
stmgge against its conquering armies, ejected eternal monu­
ments; Massada and Jodefet. Our spiritual fathers repose for
ever under the ruins of Beittar ­ those rebels of Bar­Kochba
and disciples of Rabbi Akiba, who achieved an unsurpassable
unity of Book and Sword. Such are our Hebrew fathers. But our
spiritual brothers may be found, not only in this country, but m
all the countries of the world, beyond seas and behind moun­
tains, in the past and in the present. Their footsteps will leaa you
to the Greek Thermopylae, and your Runnymede, 'and the
Serbian Kossove field, and the AmericanYorktown, and t"e
French Bastille, and ,,the thousand" of Garibaldi, and the
Yugoslav partisans, and the French maquis, and the fighters
of modem Greece _ in every country and in every age you W11J
find those whom we proudly call our brothers in arms ana
brothers in faith.

There wasa time ­ and how remote it appears to us now,
in these days of filthy egoism, ­ when that family used to beAa­
ve as members of one family do: they helped one another. The
Frenchman Lafayette. the Pole Puiaski, the Italian Garibaldi,
volunteered to figh for American's freedom. The Englishman
Byron ­ take heed, Honourable Judges ­ went to fight ior
Greece, and fell in the battle for her liberation. It was not only
,,Young Italy" that arose in Mazzini's days, but also ,,Young
Europe", which united all the nations aspiring to liberty, whose
oppressors wery many, but whose enemy was one; oppression.
But it is not the mutual help between fighters of various nations,
that makes the peculiar characteristic of the human family of
resistance. Something else has framed its unitary shape, in
spite of all the chronological, geographical and ethnological
differences. It is the Spir it. It is the unvanquished spirit
of resistance to evil, it is the spirit of rebellion even against
gigantic forces ; it is the immortal spirit of revolt, it/s t/ie eternal
aspiration to mount higher and higher, in spite of all the sacri­
fices, sufferings and persecutions. And I venture to say, Ho­
nourable Judges, that it is this spirit that propels the mills of
human civilization, it is that which drives us forward, it is that
which has given us firs and light, it is that which dispels the
darkness, whenever anybody _a single dictator or a collective
despotism ­ attempts to plunge us into it, or prevents our
emerging from it.
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1 am not speaking of spiritual things only, although, in my
opinion, they determine the ways of history. Everybody knows
that without that spirit of resistance, which, m its manifold
raanifestations, is communicated by one generation to its sue­
cessor, and by one nation to another, Hitler would have become
the supreme ruler of Europe, and perhaps of the whole world.
I am now referring to a very concrete event, which originated
in the spirit of resistance, and without which we would not
perhaps exist now, neither you, as British Judges, nor we,
as Hebrew accused. I wish to remind you of that event.

About 1 70 years ago, there were still thirteen British colo­
nies in North America. They were governed by a British Com­
missioner, and all their affairs were settled by British law. Their
:axes were collected by a British tax­collector; their mutual
relations, as well as the relations between the local population
and the new settlers, were fixed by the British agent. How
shese British officials governed the American colonies may be
learned from an original and official document, dated 4th July,
1 776. The following is an extract from it ;

,,He (the King of Britain) has refused his Assent to
Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public
good.

,,He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these
States ; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturah­
zation of Foreigners ; refusing to pass others to encourage
their migration hither, and raising the condition of new
Appropriations of Land.
,,He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone.
,,He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent

hither swarms of officers to harass our people, and eat out
their substance.
,,He has combined with others to subject us to a juris­

diction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by
ours Laws ; giving his Assent to their acts of pretended
legislation ;

, ,For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us.
,,For protecing them, by a Mock Frial, from punishment

for any Murders which they should commit on the inha­
bltants of these States.

,,For cutting off of trade with all parts of the world .
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,,For imposing taxes on us without our consent.
,,For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial

by [Jury.
, ,For transporting us beyond seas ta be tried for preten­

ded offenses."
I have drawn your attention , Honourable Judges, to those

points, because one may learn from them that, just as the ways
of the struggle for liberty and justice are the same, so the method
of oppression is the same. The above words were written in
Philadelphia, nearly 200 years ago. Nevertheless, one might
dictate them in Jerusalem, this very day, since all the charges,
prefened against you by Jefferson, might be repeated today by
any Jewish representative. Moreover, that Hebrew representati­
ve could adda ­long list, an endless list, of acts of fraud, and
treachery, and oppression, and murder. Most of all ­ murder.
I am speaking not only of Abraham Stern, Abraham Emper and
Itzhak Zak, murdured in cold blood by your high officer Morton,
who did not even undergo a fictitious trial, but, on the contrary,
was promoted to a higher rank, and was compelled only by the
wrath of the Hebrew youth to flee the country ; 1 am speaking
not only of those acts of murder, and of the murder of Asher
Tertner, a Hebrew youth, almost a child, in Haifa. I am also
speaking of that long list of murdered human beings, which is
unprecedented in the history of mankind ­ of the list of six
million Jews, murdered through the fault of your rulers.

But let us go back to the British colonies in America. After
their inhabitants and leaders had clearly seen that your rule was
a rule of despotism and oppression, they resolved to rise in
arms against it, in order to set up an independent government
of their own. The history and the outcome of that war are well
known. One of its turning­points was Yorktown, where your
General Cornwallis surrendered to the rebel Washington. But
let us suppose for a moment that the course of events had been
different. Let us suppose that Cornwallis had succeeded in
arresting Washington, and Jefferson, and Lee, and Benjamin
Franklin, and Taylor and Adams, and all the others who
signed the Declaration of Independence and urged the nation to
rise in rebellion against your rule. All those who dared to hold
arms, use arms and fight against you, in defiance of your law,
would have been brought before a Military Court (of course,
a Military one !). It would have been a trial of twenty, or perhaps
fifty, persons, and they would have been sentenced, no doubt,
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te five, ten, fifteen and twenty years' imprisonment. It would
have been recorded in your history ­ if it had been recorded
atall ­ that severalAmerican,,criminals" , who attempted to
rise in rebellion against your benificent rule, had received a
propers punishment, and ­ what did Mr. Churchill say גף"*
months ago? ­ , ,Advance Britannia ; Long live the cause of
freedom!".
Think for a moment, Honourable judges, of that eventuality.

For its results would have been neither theoretical no' simple,
[f it had ocurred, your Commissioner would have resided at
New York to this day, and instead of the U.S.A., there would
have existed, in the best case, a British Dominion, whose level
of progress and number of inhabitants would not have exceeded,
as may be learned from experience, those of Canada. ™d
then .? I believe that any Britisher, who thinks of that eventuality,
must shiver and tremble. For in that case, HonourableJudge5 .

you would have been doomed. It is possible that already Kaiser
Wilhelm would have put an end to your world rule, to the
results of your toil during generations, and there is no doubt
thatAdolf Hitler would have vanquished you, and would have
transformed you, those who sing; ,,England must be free. or
die" ­into. slaves or dead bodies. It would, of course, have
been the fate of all the other nations too, and, as 1 have toW
you, you would not have been judges today, and we (he
accused, all of us would have been today in a concentration
camp or a grave. It is no secret that without the U.S.A.,
without her planes and armoured cars, her arms and equipment,
her industry and soldiers, without all those things which are the
outcome of America's rebellion and her victory over you,
the entire free humanity would no more have existed. Now
you see, Honourable Judges, that what is regarded as an evil
by men like Cornwallis, is considered a blessing, not only by
men like Washington, but also by the God of History, who
sometimes saves the offspring of the Cornwallises through the
agency of descendants of the Washingtons.

Do not be surprised, therefore, to see that we have learned
from our brothers in spirit, not only to accuse the rule of oppres­
sion, but also to fight against it. Do not be surprised to see
that we have also imbibed the moral teaching, contained in the
simple words of that document of the Hhof July, 1776, which
:says in its preamble ;
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,,We hold these truths to be self­evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these
Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed.
,,That whenever any Form of Government becomes

destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to
alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new Government,
laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to
effect their safety and Happiness. Prudence indeed, will
dictate that Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes, and accordingly all
experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed
to suffer while evils are sufferable, than to right them
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usur­
pations, pursuing invariably the same 'Object evinces
a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it
is their right, it is their duty to throw off such Government
and to provide new Guards for their future security".

I have quoted the historic preamble, because it offers an
almost exact image of the conditions prevailing in Eretz
Israel, as well as for our revolutionary way. Your administration,
deprives us of all ,,the inalienable rights bestowed by the
Creator upon all men' '. It deprives us, it deprives our nation,
of the right to live. Through its fault, because of its ,,pretended
legislation", which has closed the gates of our homeland for our
brethren, millions of Jews have been slaughtered in the accur­
sed Diaspora ; through its fault, as a result of the instigations
ofits agents and emissaries, nearly one thousand Jews have been
killed in four organized attacks in the Holy Land. Through its
fault, because of its Satanic will, tens of thousand of Jews are
still starving in concentration camps and refugee camps, on the
roads of Europe and on its shores. Your administration deprives
us of the right to freedom. Where is freedom, if we cannot let
our brothers enter our home, in spite of their cry ,,save us!"
Where is freedom, if we cannot develop the natural resources
of this country, as our knowledge and abilities, which, as is well
known, are not inferior to yours, enable us to do ­ if we cannot
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develop the natural resources of this country, so that it may give
life to millions of happy inhabitants, just as it gave life, even
in ancient limes, to six or seven million citizens ? Where is
freeedom, if you, British Officers, are judging us, Hebrew
soldiers ? Where is freedom , if throngs of your officials devour
the fruits of the toil of the country's citizens, and suck the
marrow of their bones by heavy taxation P Where is freedom,
if Jews have been pushed out, as in Tsarist Russia, to a ,,pale
of settlement", and are not allowed even to tul/ ■land in most
areas of Eretz Israel. Where is freedom if the Government
is not our Government, if the laws binding our country are not
our laws, if the representatives who speak on behalf of our
country, are not our representatives ? Where is freedom, if our
homeland is governed by an administration which has violated
ail its obligations, and has brought all its promises into derision ?
No, Honourable Judges, under your rule there isno­ life [ur­pnr
nation, there is no freedom for us; you have deprived us of
both, just as you have deprived us of our right to happiness.
How can we aspire after private happiness, if we know that
our brothers, fathers and mothers are being ruthlessly exter­
minated and murdered, only because you have not permitted
them to come here ? How can we think of happiness, if, day
and night, there appear before us the appalling images, not
only of the furnaces and the extermination camps, but also
of refugee camps, where tens of thousands of our brothers live
or agonize, hungry, scabbed, humiliated, beaten ­ and even
they are not allowed by you to find shelter in their homeland ?

And if so, if your rule has become a rule of tyranny in its
most appaling sense, if it deprives a nation numbering millions
of its right to life and freedom and happiness, then, as the
American fighters said, it is our right, our d'u t y, to fight for
the overthrow of that rule and the establishment of another rule,
a Hebrew rule, which will protect the security and the future of
the exterminated nation. The right to oppose oppression is one
of the natural rights of every civilized man ; you will also find
it in the second article of the ,,Declaration of Rights of Man
and Citizen", of that Declaration which was born in the flames
of the French Revolution, andwhich determines, to this very
day, the ways of thought of civilized humanity. So far from
committing a crime, anybody exercising that right fulfils his
duty ; and anybody who does not fulfil his duty, must despise
himself for his egoism and cowardice ; and anybody who perse­
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cutes those fulfilling their sacred duty, must be ashamed of­
his tyranny and baseness.

It cannot be argued against us that we started the struggle
thoughtlessly. It cannot be said that we have not tried a 11
the ways of explanation and moral influence. For twenty­five
years, the Hebrew nation has been cohtiunally appealing to your
conscience, to the British nation's. conscience. You have conten­
ded that Eretz Israel is a barren country ; we have proved that it
may be converted into a flourishing garden. With that typical
hypocrisy, expressly acknowledged by" your most sober paper
,,The Economist", you have contended that we dispossess the
Arabs ­ those same Arabs, whose brethren are deliberately left
by you in the darkness of ignorance, in constant hunger and
epidemics, in all those numerous States, whose governments
are set up by you and your ,,advisers". We have proved to you
that our colonization enriches the Arab population, which is
thriving and prospering, in contrast to all the neighbouring
countries. No pretext of yours, however artful and deceitful,
has been left without.a. Hebrew reply aird explanation. To all
the unjust decrees all the White Papers, all the restrictions of
our rights, we have responded with a bitter cry and an appeal
to your conscience, your fairness and your human feelings. But
all has been in vain. Lack of resistance on our part has been
interpreted by you as acquiescence ; our requests have been
interpreted as cowardice ; our supplications ­ as weakness. One
fraudulent act has led you to another ; from one maltreatment you
have passed to a second. And it all has ended in the declara­
tion to the effect that we shall be,in1'our homeland, only one
third of the population ; and it has also ended in an act which
we will never forget, even if we wish to forgive it after the
free Hebrew State has been set up ­ in the act of closing the
gates at a time when our parents and children were being
slaughtered and exterminated.

All our appeals have been in vain. Not only have you
paid no attention to them. You have even mocked at them.
Evidence of it may be found even in a British source ; you will
find it in the words of Wedgwood, that great man, who was
treated by your Lords as a Don Quixote and idle prattler, when
he ventured to tell you, in his speech in 1942, that he would
like to urge all the Jews in Eretz Israel to acts of violence, to
acts of rebellion. For they sometimes are (so he said)
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acts of salvation ­­ but your totalitarian censorship does not
permit one single word of his to reach the public in Eretz Israel.
In that speech, Wedgwood repeated what he had said while
speaking to free America. Thus spoke the defender of the
banner of justice in a dark world : , ,First of all arms; then land
and then freedom", and he added :

,,Some think that all will be right at the end of the war;
that ,,Struma", ,,Patria" and all the killings were imposed
on the British Government to prevent the Arabs from
making troubleat this troublesome hour. Wishful thinking !

The Arabs are the excuse, not the reason. Eveiy charge
must be directed against the whole British Administration
in Palestine. All of them have a vested interest to prove
that the Balfour Declaration is not realisable, that they were
right. There is nothing to hope from any British Government
in Palestine. The bombs which blew up ,,Struma" have
dug too deep a cleavage between them. I tried to save for
my countrymen the historic glory of building up Jerusalem,
to dp justice, to establish freedom. My words are of no
avail. They won't do that. I can't help it. You must turn
to America to take over the task. Don't ask anything more
from Britain"...

If this is what Englishman has haid, one of the few who
have not been dazzled by the cunning phraseology of your rulers ;

if this is the reality in Eretz Israel, is it surprising that, after
all the attemps to persuade you had failed, we have at last
started our fight against you, and are urging all our brethren to
rise m open rebellion against your treacherous rule P And what
did you imagine ? Have your really thought that we shall refrain
from all action and content ourselves with bitter lamentations
and wordy protests,. while you are depriving us of the most
precious thing ­ of our homeland P Have your really thought
that one may endlessly maltreat a great and unhappy nation P

■ Have you intended to transform us into a Zulu tribe ? Have you
not noticed that a new generation, healthy in body and firm in
mind, has risen in this land, a generation endowed with a loving
heart and thinking creative brains, as well as with hands,
skilled both in constructing and in fighting ?

If in spite of your vaunted wisdom that is what you have
thought, you have been totally blind, and you have not seen that
a day will come, when this nation, which had regarded you as
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friends and benefactors, will rise in rebellion, and remove the
mask from your face, and show the whole world ; Here are
those who break faith, here are those whose only aim is to
subjugate others, here are those who are disloyal to their task,
here are those who destroy International Law. And do not pre­
tend that it is of no importance to you, since you have enough
tanks and planes to protect your Empire and its routes. From
your history you know that whenever a white oppressor comes
across a white oppressed, the former must withdraw. You have
learned it not only in North America. You have also learned
it in South Africa, and in Ireland which is not distant from
your Isles. The Germans, too, have learned it all over Europe.
And you will learn it here too, in Eretz Israel. We are not
over­estimating our strength. It is inconsiderable and small in
comparison with yours. But there is a great principle in history;
a big force aiming at despoliation and oppression is incon­
siderable ; a small force, aiming at freedom and justice, /s
powerful.
. Of course, we have not statred our struggle with a light
heart. Wo know that the road is full of hardship, and our
sacrifices will be numerous. We deplore these sacrifices. In the
lasf generation, the Jewish people lost such a quantity of blood
as no nation did. Therefore, every drop of Hebrew blood /s
today a thousand times more precious than ever. And, beside­
1 have already told you that we belong to the international and
all­human family of resistance. One tragic feature marks the way
of that family, It is compelled to use force, but the truth is that
itdespises physical force. It holds a rifle or a pistol, but lt3
true desire is to work with a spade or a pen. Our Family he.
lleves that man has been created not in order to kill his neighbour
but in order to continue The Creator's work together with this
neighbour In the six days of creation the Creator laid the foun­
dations of the Universe, but the rest ­ the discovery of fire
and atomic energy was left by him to man, created in his
own ™age. A world of justice, a world of brotherhood a world
otPea(:f. a world of mutual help and mutual understanding _
this is the world, visioned by our spiritual fathers.and brother­.
and we, too, asm at establishing that world, and we want out
nationto participate m it, ­ because we have been brought up
mjhe sp!nt o fthe Hebrew law and the prophetig tradition and

In spite of it ­ or perhaps for this very reason ­ all the

12



seekers of freedom in the world,including ourselves, have
alwaVs fought with arms in their hands. lt.s\ "f that ™an
has not been created in order to kill; but "either has he b.een
created to be killed. It is true that man has not bee.n CIeated .m
order to subjugate; but neither has he been created to be 5ub­
;"gated. And if anybody rises to kill5'™. ,?* t0. "use <'OUI
murder or to subjugate you ­ rise and right h™ with the fme
weapons as he employs aga™5t 5'ou; ,1ron, agaTf ^011.fu■6
a"a1nst force; brains against brains; blood rM blood. .' hls 15

the supleme commandment ­ the moral, human, and d1vme one■

This commandment is our principle of action; andthe whole
Hebrew youth'will embrace this principle on the appointed ^a<'■
That is 'why we are so calm when we enter the Patr\ ot
sufferings. For it is good to fight for Zio"; and ll 1S 800y.0
suffer for Zion. Everything is wotrh dol"g ln order,tosave *'S
nation. And we are not isolated, we aernot abandoned. 1 he
free world ail decent men who took part in the war or ubeta­
tion, will help us. They will not abandon an ancient nation
regenerating its existence ; a nation aspiring, not to subjugate
but to liberate itself ; not to destroy, but to build; not to expand
but to centarlize ; not to die, but to live ­ to live freely and
honourably, like any other nation. The fere wo'ld~­ and.
perhaps, even the best sons of your nation ­ W1!' stretch ,0ut
their helping hand to us, and the result of our suffering wl" be
victory, the victory of justice, the victory of t™th.

And you, my brothers, prepare to spend your young yeaIS
in the Bastille of Eretz Israel. Be proud that it is your lot to
fulfil your sacred duty, and to follow the historic path, oPened'
for the first time, twenty five years ago by the great teacher of
our generation (Jabotinsky). Remember that although our sacrifice
is great in itself, it is a mere nothing in comparison with the
sacrifices brought by millions of our brothers for our people, *
faith, its existence and its regeneration. Rember our oat"■
And rember also ; any Bastille, no matter whether it was
erected in Paris or stands on the shore of the Mediterranean.
is doomed ­ to destruction.
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The Birtish Military ,,Court" and the world
were given an account oj the reason for his joining
fe,fru^leD h W Ganzweich, former paritsan
fighter in Poland.

THE ROAD OF A HEBREW SOLDIER
(DECLARATION BY ISAAC CANZWEICH).

.J^ statement I have to make is personal in content. 1 want
tote I you .some details of my recent past, not because these
detal sareimportantm themselves, but because they illustrate
the Jewish fate and the relations between Britaih and my
People. You, and your consciences, can draw the conclusions.

I have the honour to inform you, gentlemen, that I come from
the vaileyof slaughter '"Poland. I came to Eretz Israel only
one­and­a­half yearsago/ You will not find any external mark­
on me to testify to my fight and the fight of my brothers. We
appeared anonymously .n the ghettoes; anonymously we went
out to the woods; anonymously we attacked German convoy­
Few in "umber, hungry and lonely we stood against the mostj^tN JT ­"­ military force that had'ever arise™"
hurope. Nobody '­corded our deeds, nobody estimated our
sacrifices. If it were not for this trial, if it were not for the^­<£ feel to appear before * British count"
|ewI­hbLd .38l" representat.ve, as a representative of the
Jew.'sh blood which was shed like water, as a representative of
Jewish ■solation the like of which theh storyof humanly ha

took patr m the most difficult of battles ­ the battle of tL_
d­cmated Jewish people against *e destroying vandal Ot the

­ 1'1 ­



Now that I have introduced myself 'in my invisible but
honourable uniform. I want, I am entitled, to demnnd that vou
concentrate yourthough s on this question ; how does it come
that a Jewish fighter from Poland is on trial not before a Oer­
man court, but before a British court ? I naturally emphasise
the second part of the question. If the Germans still had nah­
tary power and if I were captured by them, I would cetra1nly
get my potrion of lead. But thatis­ not the question. The
questions is _ why am I standing before a British court ? Why
am. 1 held in a British prison ?

Only a year and half ago I and my brothers were your allies.
True, unrecognized allies, unknown allies, but, nevertheless,
allies in fact'. We were on the same of the barricade. You
killed Germans, we killed Germans ; you destroyed their means
of communication. and we, too, sabotaged their railways. Of
course, the quantitative difference between your deeds and OUIS
was tremendous. But from a moral viewpoint, from the Polnt
of view of military honour, we were brothers­in­arms. We had
one enemy, we foughtagainst him with combinedforcesand accor­
ding to the opportunities presented ot each one of us. And now­ what a difference ! You are judges, and I am accused ; 5'our
are judging, and 1 am facing charges.

This fact tells us a great deal. It tells us prehaps more than
all the speeches, more than all the books that nave been written,
or that may be written or, the Jewish tragedy and on your
attitude to it.

I, gentlemen, was ,,there"; I went down to the deepest
depths of purgatory. How colourless is Dante's artistic descrip­
tion compared to the reality created by the devil on earth /The
tme inferno was there in Poland, in the heart of Europe.It was
there they burnt'people alive, there that they turned synagogues in­
to graveyards, there that they shattered children against rocks in
the fields, that they turned human beings ino hunted animals,
into strange beings whom only some invisible force kept alive
in spite of everything. And who were those people who were
crushed, trampled on, strangled, burnt, slaughtered ? They were­ my father and my mother, my sister and my brothers, my
relatives, the friends of my childchood ­ all those I loved, all
those who loved me,

Can you imagine our feelings ? Can I, with my poor words,
bring home to you that standings before you is a man who was
dipped in blood up to here, up to the neck, who walked in



an endless cemetery, who saw things that the eye of man has
not seen since the world was created P

And I want to tell you the truth, you British. I wantto tell
you how we condemned ones, how we Jewish fighters felt. We
hated the Germans, we hated them more than death. The idea
of revenge became a programme, a sacred duty. And though
we Knew it was naive to believe that we should be able t0
avenge all they had done to us ­ it sufficed us to know that
we, with our own hands, were doing something to them that
we were killing them, those mad dogs who tried to exterminate
an ancient people and to enslave the whole world.

But it was not only the Germans that the inmates of the
ghetotes cursed, They cursed you too. I tell you this openly
because I know I speak in the name of millions of people who
went down to the grave with a double curse; cursed be the
murderers, their lips whispered, and cursed be that enlightened
world which handed us over to them, which did nothing to save
us, to save at least our children, our little ones.

That is what the slaughtered said. And the fighters added
™other accusation. Day and night they looked into the sky,
waiting for help. They waited for arms. They waited for food
i hey had no doubt that you could send us the minimum require­
ir.ents for carrying on the struggle, either in the flaming ghettoes
orm thedeep forests. But you did not do it.The heroes of
the ghettoes nad to be content with home­made arms, with a few
revolvers and a handful of bombs against the Nazi­German
!™chines of war and destruction. You forsook men whose read­
mess was unconditional but whose hands were empty Yet ,/
we had been properly armed we should not only have been able
to smiteour common enemy the more, but also ­ and especially­ we should have been able to rescue hundreds of thousands
or the condemned trom slaughter.

And God willed that I should not die but live, that
after ""™berjess ™"^™gs. 1 should come to my Homeland.
And what did find? Oh, my judges, if you only knew what
Eretz srael looked like to us in the depths ofthe bunkers! If
you only*new what we thoughtabouthefinthe daysof terror.
Aleadyat the beginning of the war a rumour spread in Poland
£/He5"T S.att? and a Hebrew army had been set up.
'hat,was the kmd of thought that you call the son of the wish
Ihe doomed Jews wanted a redeeming State, and therefore
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imagined that it already existed. But there were also logical
reasons for sustaining this refreshing rumour.A war had broken
out against Hitler. The whole Jewish people was against its
enemy and the enemy of mankind. Therefore our people would
certainly be recognized as an ally and Britain would immediately
change her policy, and a Jewish army would be set up and
a Hebrew Government, and so on and so forth. Dreams, not
so P Fata Morgana P But that was what we ail believed when
ihe walls of the stinking ghettoes closed down on us, and from
them we directed our prayers, in our faith and in our hope,
eastward, to Zion !

Only after I came here did I learn the whole truth. Not
■only that there is no State, not only that we have no Army of
cur own ­ but that even the White Paper was not annulled
and that just as the gates had "been closed, so they remained
closed. I shall confess ; at first I did not believe what my eyes
saw. 1 regarded the reality as a dream, just as there we had
imagined the dream to be a reality. Was this the reward for our
blood P Was this the compensation for our sacrifices ? Was
England too among the destroyers ! But reality is reality. Eretz
Israel is locked and barred. One may leave, but none may enter.

Then, my judges, I swore by the blood of my parents and
my brothers and my sisters that 1 would not rest until the gates
cf our country are oppened or are burst open. For I am. but one
of the few who succeeded in coming here, while tens of thou­
sand remained there, m the great prison, m purgatory. I asked
myself ; why did I deserveto. remain alive ? How am I better
than my brothers that I was not destroyed like them ? And my
conscience gave one reply ; if the great God brought me here
it is a sign that he wills me to be the messenger of ail those
­who remained on the other side of the wall, that I should fight
for them, for their redemption and their future. Otherwise there
5s no reason in my living; otherwise there is no content in my
life.

If this mission, sacred not only to me, but also in the eyes
of every honest man, Jew or Christian, is regarded by you as
a crime, that proves that there is no end to the Jewish tragedy,
just as there is no atonement for the crime of your rulers who
Have helped and are helping to destroy my people.
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Another of the ,,accused" in the Trial of the
Twenty was Jehuda Lemberger. In a detailed and
documented indictment he placed the British in his
rightful place ­ the dock■

THE RULERS OF BRITAIN FOR TRIAL
(DECLARATION OF JEHUDA LEMBERGER)

The Occupation Regime has given. you authority to try us:
and to keep us in prison. But this is a purely formal authority,
which flows from your seizure of power in this country by force.
There is no connection between this authority and international
law. By law, and in justice we should exchange our roles and
our places. I am not, of course, referring to the judges personal­
ly. You are carrying out orders. 1 am referring to those who­
.sent you, to those who sit not in this room but in Whitehall
and who posture as our accusers and judges. It is they who
should be in the dock. They are guilty of breaches of the
law,of deceit, of breach of faith, of the use of force and of
complicity in mass murder.

I have said we should change places. That is not precise..
If these people, the rulers of Britain who sent you to judge us>
were in the dock, it is not we or our brothers who would want
to betheir judges. The terrible crime they have committed is.
international in scope. Their court should therefore also be
international. This demand is based not on brute force but on
the power of conscience. Our demand derives from the same
moral origin as gave a great Frenchman, Emil Zola, the human
authority to accuse publicly the judges of Dreyfus, the Govern­
ment winch appointed them and the powerful State forces thai
backed them. In the name of thatsupreme authority we demand
the constitution of an international court to try the rulers of
Birtain for complicity in the mmder of six million Jewish men
women and children.
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This is a just demand. Soon there will take place the inter­
:national trial of the rulers of Nazi Germany, who are directly
responsible for the world conflagration and for the mass exter­
mination of our people. But in every legal text­book you will
find the clause whereby not only the murderer himself is pu­
nished but also his accomplice and helper, whether the help
is given directly or indirectly. And I shall prove that the rulers
■of Britain actively helped the Nazis destroy the Jews of Europe.
1 shall prove that although Britain fought against Germany ­
and there was a time when the British people awakened the
respect of all free men, when they stood alone and unyielding
against the wild and victory ­ intoxicated German forces ­
and though Britain was contemptuous of all the ,,collaborators
.among the enslaved peoples of Europe, in this field, in the field
<o/ the destruction of the Jew Britain was a confirmed tollabo"
rator and co­operated with the Nazi murderers throughout all the
years of the war. Consequently it is just that as soon as the case
against . the wild beasts, Goenng , Hess and Ribbentrop, is
ended a second trial should begin against their helpers ­ the
responsible leaders of Britain.

This is, incidentally, not a new demand. It was put forward
several months ago by Colonel Patterson. As you know, he is
not a Jew. He is a Briton. In the previous War he commanded
ihe Jewish Corps in Galhpoli and, in the course of his parti­
cipation m that unsuccessful expedition, he learnt the qualities
'of the reborn Jew who goes out to fight, albeit on a foreign field,
for his people and his country. Patterson's lieutenant was the
one­armed Captain Joseph Trumpeldor ; and it is well that you
should know how that legendary Jewish hero agreed to lead
Jewish youth and exiles from Eretz Israel to the wild Turkish
peninsula and to shed his blood for the common cause. Yes,
for the common cause, for Trumpeldor was given an explicit
official promise that a British victory over the Turks would
be the victory also of the Hebrew people, which would regain
its land and its freedom. Trumpeldor has himself given an
­account of the negotiations, that led to this promise and I quote
from his diary ;

,,We­did not' want to be a transport unit and we did
not want to go to any front they might choose. We said
emphatically; we want to go into battle, in the front line
­and only or the Palestine battlefield. We would fight
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* in and for Palestine. We would conquer, step by step, out
country from which we had been exiled by force, we
would liberate our Homeland. 1 his idea was close to the
hearts of all of us who had been deported from Palestine .
This was our only request. And we made this clear to
the General who was sent to Alexandria by the C­in­C
in Cairo, General Maxwell, to negotiate with us.

,,We want to go into action, and in our Homeland ­

But the General was a diplomat too and at the big and
decisive meeting in the stuffy atmosphere of the barracks
he said ;

,,1 he British people speaks to the Jewish people through
me, in friendship. This friendship will certainly continue
in the days to come in Jewish Palestine. Will you accept
the proffered hand or rejectit ?"

I have quoted this long extract in order to show you tha­
only in consequence of the promise given to Trumpeldor o■:.

behalf of your Commander­in­Chief in the Middle East, d;"
this man, who revived the tradition of heroism in the Jewish
people, go out to fight outside of Eretz Israel ­ but for Eretr
Israel. Trumpeldor look the hand proffered in friendship
to the Jewish people in ,,Jewish Palestine" Trum­
peldor fulfilled his obligation. The Zion Mule Corp,
was formed and, as Patterson testified, did excelled
service in exceptionally difficult ­conditions. But what hap­
pened to the British promise ? Given in 1915, it was followed
by innumerable further promises, the Balfour Declaration,
Ministerial statements, ,,Times" leaders, the Mandate for pal­_
stine, and so on and so forth. And the outcome ? The Jewish
peop e should do what the French did when they published, m
a Yellow Book, a report relations with Germanyand on the auii:
tor the Second World War. The collection of French document
begins with the ,,Paroles d'honneur" broken by Hitler and hi­
lieutenants. We oto should publish a Yellow Book or a Black
and begin with all the words of honour you gave to the Jewish
people and which you violated, sometimes by deceit
sometimes by brutality, always making them dead
letters.

Even PatteKon, the officer who commanded not only the
Corpsin Gallipoh but also the Legion which was raised by
Z.e ev Jabotmsky and which took an active part in the conquer­
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and ­ as we thought then ­ the liberation of Eietz Israel East
and Westofthe Jordan, has admitted that British promises were
trampled underfoot, that it was from Britain's attitude to the
Jewish people, to Eretz Israel and to the League of Nations,
which entrusted the country to your care, that Hitler, Mussolini
and the Mikado learnt that promises could be broken and inter­
national law flouted; that this attitude was perhaps one of tne
causes that led to the world slaughter, and that, ultimately, the
leaders of Britain aided in the destruction of the Jews by 'he
legions .of Hitler and Himmler.

That is the,,J'Accuse !" of Patterson who, like Zola in
his day, demands that your leaders be tried as war criminals.
Zola demanded justice for one single man, while Patterson
demands justice and a just trial because of the death of six
million people, among them one­and­a­half million little
children.

My demand is therefore not a new one. But it is a just
one. The place of the authors of the White Paper,of those
who shut the gates of Eretz Israel, who caused the sinking of
the Struma, is not among decent people, not in Westminster or
in Downing Street. Their place is here, in the dock.

I sometimes wonder and ask myself why they themselves do
not ask for a trial. Is Britain so hard­hearted, is the demoralisa­
tion of our day so deep, is shamelessness so abundant that these
people, who drove millions of people into the fire, and heard,
but did not heed, the cries of the burned, do not feel any
pangs of conscience, any guilt, any regret ? For after all if we
are concerned with guilt from the viewpoint of human feeling,
theirs is the true guilt. It would be strange to say : the Nazis
are guilty. Wat have they to do with human guilt P Are the
human beings? If a wild beast attacks a peaceful village and
kills men, women and children ­ will we say that the animal
is ,,guilty" ? Will we not ask rather : where werethe people who
had the good hunting rifles? What were they doing during the
attack ? Why did they not try to stop the beast ?' Why did they
not try to save at least part of the village ? We would all ask
these questions. And if we were told that the armed men deli­
berately waited until the beast had made an end of the whole
village, and only afterwards killed it, we should say, and you,
judges, would agree, that it was their hands which had shed
this blood.
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Or ships sinking in mid ocean and sends S.O.S. signals,
and a second ship, warship or mercantile, which can come to
her aid, does not do so ­ what will you say ? That the waters
are ,,guilty" for having killed the unfortunate passengers ?
Or is the guilty one the captain of the second ship who could
save, butdid not? You are a seafaring people, gentlemen. The
laws of the sea are well­known to you. Can you deny that such
a captain would be treated by you as a dishonourable black­
guard, as a criminal in the full sense of the woTd P

Or if a fire breaks out in a house full of women and children,
and one man places himself opposite the burning house and
watches quietly until the women and the children and the house
are turned to ashes, and only then begins shouting ,,My heart
bleeds for these unfortunates" ­ will you not see in such a man
a despicable being, who would be blackballed from every club,
and shunned by everybody. The concept ,,gentleman" was
created in England. Tell me, gentlemen, what would you
think of such a man ?

The parallels I have cited are no exaggeration. On the
contrary ­ we are concerned with more than the elementary
laws of humanity, which would in themselvesbe enough toplace
those who disobeyed them on trial. We are concerned here
with an explicit, clear obligation that was imposed on you and
that you accepted, and in spite of which you behaved like that
man in the jungle who, gun in hand, cheerfully watched the
tiger eat its prey, or like that sea­captain who unconcernedly
smoked his pipe while the nearby sinking ship was tearing the
ether with its S.O.S., or like Nero whosang songs of love
m the light of the flames which consumed thousands of people.
1 his country was destined, and could, rescue its exiled and
exterminated sons. Its ruler is not just a neighbour who has
heard something about a fire in the neighbourhood. His job
is that of a fireman whose duty it is, in spite of danger to
hurry and save and save. And if the fireman does not do so
and moreover adds fuel to the flames, and obstructs others who
are trying to save ­ there is only one word for him: criminal.

My charge, which is the charge of the whole Hebrew
people, against the rulers of Britain, is based on facts, proofs,
documents. I cannot bring them all before you today It would
require days, perhaps weeks, to submit to you the full, docu­
mented and reasoned charge­sheet. 1 shall theresore content,
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myself with the principal (acts and documents, whlc11 ate
sufficient to prove to anybody that the great crime was 0010­
mitted deliberately and with premeditation, and that those gUI"y
are the rulers of Britain.

I shall begin with the pre­war period. Hitler already ruled
in Germany. The Nuremberg laws had already been Proful­
gated The Jews of Germany had already been murdered or
deported. Austria was seized. Prague feAllb .out a million
and a half Jews fell directly into the hands of Hitler and
hovered between life and death. What fate awaited them you
knew from the reports of international newspapermen. You
did not trouble to hide your knowledge of the tragedy bemS
enacted in the heart of Europe,Neville Chambrelain sPoke ot
it in your Parliament. He said ..Flom what haPPened 1"l f!i
na after it was seized by the Germans, we know after the ta"
of Prague, what is likely to be the fate of the JewsofCzechosIo­
vakia." \'Ou knew. You'knew that a millionandahalf J ews. were
already in the burning house and that the flames were about
to spread and embrace millions of others.
For in the years 1938­39, your rulers had no doubt that'war with

Hitler was unavoidable.' They finally grasped the fact
tliat, they having helped him arm, they having al­
lowed him to turn the Versailles treaty ™to a scraP .o/
paper, that after they had allowed him to crush the Jews m
Germany and to throttle Czechoslovakia, the danger was ap­
peraching their own shores. That was why they hastened 10
sign a pactwith' Poland, and decided that this time they would
fight. That war should no longer be prevented was the general
view in London on the morrow of the fall of Prague and the
Birmingham speech of Chamberlain.

And just as you knew then that war was approaching, so
you knew the relation of forces between Germany and, say.
Poland. You knew that in those European plains there would be
no obstacle to the tanks of the Germans and that the Nazis
would conquer their weaker neighbours. In other words yo"
knew clearly that soon the majority of the Jews of Europe
would be under the axe of destruction. I emphasise : under the
axe of destruction, and not under the jackboot of the oppressor.
The difference is impotrant ; the difference is decisive ; and it
was a difference well­known to the world. The peoples of
Europe were enslaved by Germany, exploited by Germany, and
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naturally gave many victims in the struggle against Germany. But
these people knew and believed that after the dark night the
sun would shine again; and that after the evil arm was cut
off they would be able to go out again into the light of life.
Our people's situation was different. What threastened us was
not temporary enslavement, but total physical destruction. h was
no secret. It was known to every newspaper reader. Already
in 1936 Hitler had ended a speech in the Reichstag with these
words;i he second world war means the complete destruction
of the Jews of Europe .''

I therefore sum up this point,

a) You knew in the years before the outbreak of war that
war was coming soon.

b;^ You knew that when war did break out most of the
^ countries of Europe would fall into Hitler's hands.

0You knew that in those countries there lived millions
ot Jews who would be mercilessly detroyed by the wild inva_

You knew all this; and you were warned about it by
Jewish leaders. And you even heard the cry of the Jewish
masses themselves at thousands of public meetings:to Zion
ot Zion! For the'"*net of a living and persecuted people, the
fl^ 1Tf 1?"tlI"*told them they were on the verge of the
, ,yf,S\,And what did you do m those decisive years? You
ocked the gates of Eretz Israel; you sent the well­known anti­
em.te Winterton to Evan to say that there was no more room
for jews ■"the" Homeland. When throughout the length and
breadth of Europe the signs were up; ,,Death to the lewsf
f" hTV1T sign over the gates of our country: Entry ot
Jews forbidden! And in May, 1939 ­ rememberthe date"
May 1939­ youpublished the White Paper and announced
hat Eretz Israel would not be a Jewish Homeland but pa.

ovens ! To destruction! ">.!., ,,1o me

Thus ended the first act of the gruesome tragedy thus was
committed the first partof the terrible crime.g y ' W3S
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Immediately afterwards the second act opened. War broke
out. Poland was conquered. The Balkan countries fell. The
bulk of the Jews of Europe were trapped. The sword of
Damocles was no longer suspended over them; it came down
on them. The mass murders began. Jewish blood was shed
like water. At that time a number of Jews tried to escape and
to reach their Homeland. They boarded rotten ships and
ventured out into the mined ocean ­ for there on land certain
death awaited them, while on the rotten deck there was a
hope that they might yet reach their haven. Two of these boats
reached Eretz Israel, but your mighty Navy captured the
,,enemy". Your warship detained the "Milos" and the ,,Pa­
cific" and covering them with their guns, brought them to
Haifa. And then you published an official communique, a
historic communique which will be inscribed in the chronicles
of our people as the proclamation of Amalek of old was
inscribed, which will be inscribed in'your chronicles as a testimo­
ny of unforgiveable shame. Listen to the words of your Govern­
ment in that document of 27 November, 1940:

,,Early this month two ships carrying 1 .771 passengers were
detained off the Palestine shores and brought into Haifa harbour.
These people must be regarded as illegal immigrants. His
Majesty's Government is not lacking in sympathy for refugees
from countries under German rule, but it is responsible
for governing Palestine, and must ensure that the laws of the
country should not be publicly flouted. Moreover, it regards
the resumption of illegal imigratiorr■ at this time as a development
likely to affect very adversely the situation in the country and
to become a grave menace to British interests in the Middle East.
The Government has consequently decided that the passengers
aboard the ,,Milos" and the ,,Pacific" will not be allowed ot
enter Palestine but will be sent to a British Colony until the end
of the war, when it will be decided where to send them. But it
13 not the Government's intention that they should remain in
this colony or that they should come to Palestine. The Govern­
ment will take similar steps in the case of any further groups who
suceed in reaching Palestine with the object of enterino it
illegally."

That was what the communique said. And now permit me
to analyze it. The contents of the communique unquestionably
'6ached Europe too, that is to the Jews imprisoned there and ot
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the Germans ruling or about to rule there. To these Jews you
said; ,,Do not try ot leave Europe. It will not help you. Even
if you succeed in crossing the ocean, you will not be permitted
to enter the ,,National Home". We shall send you to a prison
far away (the deportees were treated like prisoners in Mauri­
tius)~ and at the end of the war we shall decide what to do
with you".

The news passed from mouth to mouth in the dark exile :

, ,There is no wayout ; the road to Eretz Israel is closed". That
was one push intothee abyss. At the same time you gave another
push. The Germans also heard your humanitarian proclamation
and, you may depend on it, they understood its meaning
perfectly. This is what you said to the German murderers :

The fate of the jews does not interest us. Do what you
please with them. We shall not allow them to enter Palestine.
They must stay where they are. Our blockade of the ports
of Europe is also a blockade of the Jews of Europe. None
of them will leave. Do your work !"

Thirdly, you probably know that in logic and in law there
is a system of drawing conclusions a contrario. Think then,
according to this system, what conclusion was to be drawn from
the statement that the coming of the Jewish refugees, fleeing
from the greatest dangers threatening their lives,was likelyto be.
a menace to the British in the Middle East ? Did not this mean
that British interests demanded that the Jews should remain in
Europe, in the Hitlerian slaughter­house י That is how you
understood ­ and presented to the world ­ ,,British interests
and your rulers still have the impudence te demand that these
,,interests ­ the interests of the accomplices of murderers _
should be recognized as legitimate interests, as democratic
interests. as interests against which it is forbidden to revolt.

It is no wonder that even the World Jewish Congress,
which doesnot, consist of ,,extremist" Jews like us (and you
regard every Jew who wants to live as a dangerous extremist)
that even that Congress sent a telegram of thanks to the King
of Sweden for helping save Jews in Europe ­ and not to the
King of Britain. And, indeed, the King of Sweden deserved
the thanks of our people. His Government did whatever it could
to save. And our people is not ungrateful. Whoever does us
the least kindness is remembered in our history with praise and
thanks. And just as in the sending of that telegram to Stock­
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holm the Wotld Jewish Congress said , ,Thank you, little
Sweden", so in not sending a telegram to London that Congress
said ,,I accuse you, Great Britain. You had a mighty Navy;
you built up a great Air Force ; you dominated the seven seas ;

thousands of roads were open to you ; above all , you ruled over
the land of the Hebrew people. You could therefore have
saved millions. And yet you did what you did and doomed
them to destruction."

That was the second act of the tragedy. You blockaded
the Jews in Nazi Europe.

Then began the third act. The first reports were vague.
There was talk of ,,liquidation commissions' ', of mass deporta­
Uons to ,,an unknown place". Until the truth was revealed in
all its horror : in the heart of Europe, on Polish soil, death
factories had been set up. Every day they were destroying tens
of thousands of men and women and children. You knew all
about it; but for months you concealed the facts. Afterwards
you claimed that the reports were exaggerated, that it was
inconceivable ; and thus, behind tho smoke­screen that you
created, Himmler continued his work and exterminated. the first
two millions of our brothers. At that time it was proposed that
you should do at least one thing, that your planes should bomb
the death camps, into whose building the Germans had invested
much labour and technicalexpnence .' Your answer was; ,,We
cannot do it, for our bombs might hit the unfortunate Jews
m Ireblinka and Auschwitz' '. Extraordinary humanitarianism,
was it not ?The death camps consequently remained intact, and
reaped their harvest ­ the Jews of Poland, the pride of
our people, were almost all exterminated.

But there were still Jews in Hungary. There were still
Jews in Rumania . And these pleaded with you while there
was yet time, before the satellite Governments had been replac­
ed by the open rule of the Gestapo; ,,Take us out, bring us
to our country". And they were not the only ones who asked.
There are documents which prove that the Governments wanted
to get these Jews out, and even sent emissaries to you to that
purpose. Everything depended on you, on your giving them
freedornof passage to­ Eretz Israel. You refused." ,,British
interests" demanded that the Jews of Hungary and the Jews
of Rumania, too, should fall into the hands of Himmler. And,
indeed, you achieved that as well. A year after the extermina­
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tion in Poland had been concluded, the bitter cup was passed
to the remnant of the exile in Hungary and Rumania.

The story of Turkey is also well­known, and there too thefe
are documents. The Turkish Government was prepared 10 ^1ve
transit to any jews who succeeded in reaching her shores,
provided thay had permission to enter Eretz Israel. Time out
of number you were asked by Ankara : ,,Will you give these
Jews entry permits to Palestine?" Again and again you
answered ,,NO !" And Turkey closed her frontiers. Only in
March 1944 did you inform the Turkish Government that you
would permit entry, but of course only within the limits of the
White Paper, and on the basis of monthly quotas and with
all the customary restrictions. Several hundreds were saved
this way.

That is the story of Britain's collaboration m the murders
by the Germans. That is the charge against your rulers, of
a terrible crime, premeditated and carried out wilfully, as
a result of which six million of the Hebrew people were
strangled, slaughtered, burnt, suffocated and starved to death.
Six million ! Has your imagination grasped the figure ?

And that is not the end. The fourth act of the tragedy
begins immediately on the liberation of the conquered countries.
Some Jews still remained. Remnants, shadows, wandering over
the graveyards, without a yesterday, without a today and without
a tomorrow. They Want to leave trie slaughter­house. They
want life, they want freedom. They are hated by all the
inhabitants of Europe . They cannot remain there, cannot breathe
there ; and their faces are turned Zlonward, Zionward. But what
do you do P You keep them in the Nazi concentration camps,
you drive them by force into the countries of hatred. And
Mr. Emerson, the bearer of British humanity, expresses the
hope that the hard conditions of the Jews in the camps will force
them to return to the countries from which they came­ 'only that
they should not come to Eretz Israel. As a consequence of ;his
political decision, some tens of thousands of Jews more, whom
Hitler did not manage to kill, have been lost.

And your rulers assume that at the end of the fourth act,
the fifth act will begin; what you call ,,Jewish repatriation" to
Poland, to Germany, to Belgium, to Rumania, and so" on.
,,Repatriation" whose meaning is : eternalising Jewish dispersion
and the continued slaughter of Jews. And then the curtain will
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fall. The Jews will continue to hover between life and death,
and you will continue to rule in ,,Palestine".

But, gentlemen, the curtain 15 not going to fall. For the
Hebrew youth has appeared on the stage. The youth which is
blood of the blood and flesh of the flesh of the exterminated
people ; the youth which hears constantly that historic Jewish
cry breaking from millions of throats ; ,,Hear O Israel, the Lord
our God, the Lord is One" ; the youth which is contemptuous
of death and is prepared to sacrifice everything in order to save
those whom you did not succeed inkilling ; the youth which
has straightened its back on the soil of the ancient Homeland
and has armed itself not only with the arms of the Law, but
bIso with the lore of arms.

This youth will not be silent. Eretz Israel, enslaved by you
and closed to our brothers, will be an open­, bleeding wound on
your body. We shall fight by every means and in all ways.

The curtain has not come down and will not come down.
The war of the Hebrew people is only just beginning.
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DavidKirpitchnikoff, another of the Twenty.,
gave /he legal ground for rising against oppression*

HEBREW LAW AGAINST
THE LAW OF GPRESSION

(DECLARATION BY DAVID KIRPITCHNIKOFF)

In this trial, as well as in the similar ones, the Court is
trying to put obstacles in the way of making clear the whole
of the circumstances of the problem, by contending that political
matters are beynod its scope of jurisdiction, and by declaring
that only the bare fact, contained in the indictment, will be
taken into consideration. This attitude is essentially wrong, and
has no foundation either in law, or in legal practice, or in
science. The function of a Court is not restricted to ascertaining
facts. Tl,e machinery of the police will suffice for that. If
a Court were to content itself with ascetraining the factual
situation, the legal proceedings, as well as the personal evidence
of the accsued during the trial, would be superfluous. An
inquisitional and secret investigation, without hearing the parties,
andby giving heed only to the proofs of the prosecution, would
be sufficient.

But if Justice nowadays requires public proceedings in the
presence of the accused, it is because it does not take into
consideration the bare facts, but the guilt ; because it does
not intend making an equation between the fact and the punish­
merit, but examines the psychic conditions and the personality
of the accused, his past and the motives which promted him
to the action attributed to him. The Coutr is bound not only
to consider the question, if and how the offence has been per­
trated,but also to answerthe, question, who is the accused ?
Is he a bad man or a goodone? A social man or an antiso­
cial one? Are his motives baseor noble? In'short, the Court is
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kound ont only to ascertain the true facts, but also to consider
the problem of subjective guilt ; and only after the latter problem
lias been elucidated can a just verdict be brought in.

In view of all these factors I shall endeavour to throw light
the whole problem before you ; and I

patience enough to listen to my words 1

on the whole problem before you ; and I hope that you will have
'; to the

Although we are required to account for our actions before
a Court , and charged by the prosecution with many grave
offences, we have no feeling at all of being transgressors, This
fact may astonish you but it is nevertheless true. Our feeling
of innocence is quite peculiar. Ordinarily, such a feeling is the
Jesuit of being conscious that the crime attributed to the accused
has not been perpetrated by him at ail, and the accused, as
a citizen recognizing the authority of his Government, agrees
to the notions of legality and illegality expounded by the prose­
cution. In our case we are completely indifferent as to whether.
the action described in the indictment of the Attorney General
has, or has not, in fact taken place. Moreover, our conceptions
of legality and illegality of actions are not identical with those
of the Prosecutor, but are directly opposed to them. It is of no
importance whether the prosecution has acutally proved that
*ach ■one of us was carrying or holding arms ­ in compliance
with the legal procedure, requiring that the task and the part
of each accused in accomplishing the action be defined exactly
and separated and distinguished from those of the other accused.
It is our consciousness of law and justice that matters. Our
conscience and our consciousness of law tell us that it is the
right ­ and the duty ­ of every Jew in Eretz Israel to hold
arms in order to defend himself and fight against the rule of
oppression. Therefore we are indifferent to any factual consi­
derations in this trial. For even if each one of us had been
found in possession of arms, the factual situation would not,
in our opinion, indicate a crime, but the fulfilment of an
honourable duty. This opinion is not new to you. But the
importance of this opinion comes more to the point than the
Teasons for it. You are Englishmen, who judge Jews in their
country, in the Homeland of the Hebrews. You are also jurists,
and have been taught at the University that a juridical rule is
*he result of opinions about right and wrong, prevailing in the
society in question. A juridical rule is not a caprice or a ruler's

4£W111 ; it is not a regulation binding for ever ; it is the expression
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of a society's conception of good and right. You, the English,
are proud of the fact that many laws, which are theoretically
obligatory m yout country, do not actually obtain in English
life, because the interest protected by them, or the procedure
fixed by them, is irot in harmony any longer with the English
conception of justice and equity. You, the English, decided,
when King Charles I was put to death by Cromwell, that
whenever there is a collision between the views of the people
and those of the ruler regarding good and evil, right and
wrong, it is the popular sentiment of law and justice that is
binding. T herefore,. when you areto judge jews in Eretzlsrael,
you must take account of the social consciousness of justice in this
land of the Hebrew. If you choose another way, then iet it
be known to you that we deny your right to judge us; we
repudiate your juridical imperatives, which we regard as means
of oppression and iniquity.

The legal proceedings which have taken place hitherto, the
explanations given by the accused in similar trials, revealed
the conviction prevailing among the jews: ­they. believe that
in view of the conditions created by you, every Jew is allowed,
and is even bound, to carry arms. And if it displeases you, if
you can't suffer Jews to possess arms, blame yourselves, blame
your Government which has brought about this situation We
have only drawn the right conclusions. There is no sentiment
of guilt in our hearts and you are looking for it in vajm

Now, after making a contradistinction between the Hebrew
sentiment of justice and the British law in Eretz Israel and
after demonstrating thai the gulf dividing them cannot be
bridged, it is clear we still have to tackle another side of the
problem. Science and history teach us that in a collision between
two legal principles, the higher principle always cains the
upper hand. So the question presents itself, which of these
principles is the higher one ? Is it the British law in Eretzlsrael >

Ur is it the conciousness of justice of the Hebrew population 1

1 wish to answer this question in a dispassionate manner.

W1* a feeling of pride we point out that we are Jews
We are sons ol one of the most ancient nations in the world,
and we have a tradition of national existence for 4000 years.
Our forefathers built up a culture which has guided the whole
of humanity they 'aid the foundations of equity and justice.
referred to by Mr. Churh.ll, m his lettertoAe Editor of ite
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,,Jewish Chronicle", as follows : ,,Once again. at the appointed
time, he (the Jew) will see vindicated those principles of
righteousness which it was the glory of his fathers to proclaim
to the world". At that period the world had not yet heard of
England, and the ancient inhabitants of the British Isles
floundered in barbarism and ignorance. It is no shame that your
nation is younger than ours, but it is a shame that a young
nation should treat an ancient nation with cruelty only because
the latter hesitated long before deciding to oppose force with
force.

We gave you the Bible, which has fashioned your culture
and language. Traces of our creative work are imprinted in
Englishmen's daily life. Our cultural possessions have been
acquired and adapted to English needs. And again it is no
shame that somebody should have learned something from
somebody else It is a fine quality, to learn and outdo one's
own teacher. But it is an everlasting shame, to treat the eternal
nation as you do; to cheat, and deceive, and oppress it.

We lay stress on our national pride, not in order to boast,
but in order to draw your attention to the fact that the notion
of ,,natives" you are used to in your numerous colonies, the
notion which determines your attitude towards the peoples ruled
by you _ is completely strange to us. Our cultural supremacy,
our historical past, our achievements in civilisation and our .

religious Law, grant us the right to assetr that the legal
principles created by the Hebrew nation belong to a high
category of juridical principles, in comparison with the juridical
norms of your Administration. Even if your rule had been equi­
table and humane, we should have demanded that the supremacy
of the Hebrew sentiment of justice be recognized. So'much more
now, when your Administration has become, as is universally
Known, a typical Occupation Administration using methods of
oppression and despoliation, which need not be demonstrated,
and which will be probably mentioned again at length in the
course of this trial.

Accordingly, if an Englishman wants to judge Jews in Eretz
Israel, he must take account of the sentiment of law, of the Jews,
and this sentiment tells us that every Jew is allowed to bear arms
m this country, in order to defend both himself and his people,
that is ­ in order to fight against your Administration, which
encroaches on its primary ights. Therefore, even if arms, had
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tion in Poland had been concluded, the bitter cup was passed
to the remnant of the exile in Hungary . and Rumania.

The story of Turkey is also well­known, and there too thete
are documents. The Turkish Government was prepared to ;■lve
transit to any Jews who succeeded in reaching her shores,
provided thay had permission to enter Eretz Israel. Time out
of number you were asked by Ankara : ,,Will you give these
jews entry permits to Palestine ?" Again and again you
answered ,,NO !" And Turkey closed her frontiers. Only in
March 1 944 did you inform the 1 urklsh Government that you
would permit entry, but of course only within the limits of the
White Papef, and on the basis of monthly quotas and with
all the customary restrictions. Several hundreds were saved
this way.

That is the story of Britain's collaboration in the murders
by the Germans. That is the charge against your rulers, of
a terrible crime, premeditated and carried out wilfully, as
a result of which six million of the Hebrew people were
strangled, slaughtered, burnt, suffocated and starved to death.
Six million ! Has your imagination grasped the figure P

And that is not the end. The fourth act of the tragedy
begins immediately on the liberation of the conquered countries.
Some Jews still remained. Remnants, shadows, wandering over
the graveyards, without a yesterday, without a today and without
a tomorrow. They Want to leave the slaughter­house. They
want life, they want freedom. They are hated by ail the
inhabitants of Europe. They cannot remain there, cannot breathe
there ; and their faces are turned Zionward, Zionward. But what
do you do ? You keep them in the Nazi concentration camps,
you drive them by force into the countries of hatred. And
Mr. Emerson, the bearer of British humanity, expresses the
hope that the hard conditions of the Jews in the camps will force
them to return to the countries from which they came ­ 'only that
they should not come to Eretz Israel. As a consequence of [his
political decision, some tens of thousands of Jews more, whom
Hitler did not manage to kill, have been lost.

And your rulers assume that at the end of the fourth act,
the fifth act will begin; what you call ,Jewish repatriation" to
Poland, to Germany, to Belgium, to Rumania, and so" on.
,,Repatriation" whose meaningis : eternalising Jewish dispersion
and the continued slaughter of Jews. And then the curtain will
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fall. The Jews will continue to hover between life and death,
and you will continue to rule m ,,Palestine".

But, gentlemen, the curtain is not going to fall. For the
Hebrew youth has appeared on the stage. The youth which 15
blood of the blood and flesh of the flesh of the exterminated
people ; the youth which hears constantly that historic Jewish
cry breaking from millions of throats ; ,,Hear O Israel, the Lord
our God, the Lord is One" ; the youth which is contemptuous
of death and is prepared to sacrifice everything in order to save
^.hose whom you did not succeed m killing; the youth which
lias straightened its back on the soil of the ancient Homeland
and has armed itself not only with the arms of the Law, but
also with the lore of arms.

This youth will not be silent. Eretz Israel , enslaved by you
and closed to our brothers, will be an open­, bleeding wound on
your body. We shall fight by every means and in all ways.

The curtain has not come down and will not come down.
7 he war of the Hebrew people is only just beginning.
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DavidKirpitchni\ojj , another of the Twenty*
gaoe the legal ground for rising against oppression,

HEBREW LAW AGAINST
THE LAW OF OPRESSION

(DECLARATION BY DAVID KIRPITCHNIKOFF)

In this trial, as well as in the similar ones, the Court is.
trying to put obstacles in the way of making clear the whole
of the circumstances of the problem, by contending that political
matters are beynod its scope of jurisdiction, and by declaring
that only the bare fact. contained in the indictment, will be
taken into consideration. This attitude is essentially wrong, and
has no foundation either in law, or in legal practice, or in
science. The function of a Court is not restricted to ascertaining
facts. The machinery of the police will suffice for that. If
a Court were to content itself with ascertaining the factual
situation, the legal proceedings, as well as the personal evidence
of the accsued during the trial, would be superfluous. Aa
inquisitional and secret investigation, without hearing the parties,
andby giving heed only to the proofs of the prosecution, would
be sufficient.

But if Justice nowadays requires public proceedings in the
presence of the accused, it is because it does not take into
consideration the bare facts, but the guilt ; because it does
not intend making an equation between the fact and the punish­
ment, but examines the psychic conditions and the personality
of the accused, his past and the motives which promted him
to the action attributed to him. The Court is bound not only
ot consider the question, if and how the offence has been per­
trated, but also to answer the, question, who is the accused >

Is fie a bad man or a good one ? A social man or an antiso­
cial one? Are his motives base or noble ? In'short, the Coutr k
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hound ont only to ascetrain the true facts, but also to consider
the problem of subjective guilt ; and only after the latter problem
has been elucidated can a just verdict be brought in.

In view of all these factors 1 shall endeavour to throw light
­on the whole problem before you; and I hope that you will have
patience enough to listen to my words to the end.

Although we are required to account for our actions before
3 Court, and charged by the prosecution with many grave
offences, we have no feeling at all of being transgressors. This
fact may astonish you but it is nevertheless true. Our feeling
of innocence is quite peculiar. Ordinarily, such a feeling is the
result of being conscious that the crime attributed to the accused
has not been perpetrated by him at all, and the accused, as
a citizen recognizing the authority of his Government, agrees
to the notions of legality and illegality expounded by the prose­
cution. In our case we are completely indifferent as to whether
the action described in the indictment of the Attorney General
has, or has not, in fact taken place. Moreover, our conceptions
of legality and illegality of actions are not identical with those
of the Prosecutor, but are directly opposed to them. It is of no
importance whether the prosecution has acutally proved that
each ■one of us was carrying or holding arms ­ in compliance
with the legal procedure, requiring that the task and the part
of each accused in accomplishing the action be defined exactly
and separated and distinguished from those of the other accused.
It is our consciousness of law and justice that matters. Our
conscience and our consciousness of law tell us that it is the
light ­ and the duty ­ of every Jew in Eretz Israel to hold
arms in order to defend himself and fight against the rule of
oppression. Therefore we are indifferent to any factual consi­
derations in this trial. For even if each one of us had been
found in possession of arms, the factual situation would not,
in our opinion, indicate a crime, but the fulfilment of an
honourable duty. This opinion is not new to you. But the
importance of this opinion comes more to the point than the
Teasons for it. You are Englishmen, who judge Jews in their
country, in the Homeland of the Hebrews. You are also jurists,
and have been taught at the University that a juridical rule is
!he result of opinions about right and wrong, prevailing in the
society in question. A juridical rule is not a caprice or a ruler's
*will ; it is not a regulation binding for ever ; it is the expression
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of a society's conception of good and right. You, the English,
are proud of the fact that many laws, which are theoretically
obligatory in your country, do not actually obtain in English
life, because the interest protected by them, or the procedure
fixed by them, is not in harmony any longer with the English
conception of justice and equity. You, the English, decided,
when King Charles I was put to death by CromWell, that
whenever there is a collision between the views of the people
and those of the ruler regarding good and evil, right and
wrong, it is the popular sentiment of law and justice that is
binding. 1 herefore,. when you areto judge Jews in Eretzlsrael,
you must take account of the social consciousness of justice in this
land of the Hebrew. If you choose another way, then let it
be known to you that we deny your right to judge us; we
repudiate your juridical imperatives, which we regard as means
of oppression and iniquity.

The legal proceedings which have taken place hitherto, the
explanations given by the accused in similar trials, revealed
the conviction prevailing among the Jews; ­they believe [hat
in view of the conditions created by you, every Jew is allowed,
and is even bound, to carry arms. And if it displeases you, if
you can't suffer Jews to possess arms, blame yourselves, blame
your Government which has brought about this situation. We
have only drawn the right conclusions. There is no sentiment
of guilt in our hearts and you are looking for it in vain.

Now, after making a contradistinction between the Hebrew
sentiment of justice and the British law in Eretz Israel, and
after demonstrating that the gulf dividing them cannot be
bridged, it is clear we still have to tackle another side of the
problem. Science and history teach us that in a collision between
two legal principles, the higher principle always gains the
upper hand. So the question presents itself, which of these
principles is the higher one ? Is it the British law inEretz Israel >
Or is it the conciousness of justice of the Hebrew population ?

1 wish to answer this question in a dispassionate manner.

Wa\\ a feeling of pride we point out that We are Jews.
We are sons of one of the most ancient nations in the world,
and we have a tradition of national existence for 4000 years
Our forefathers built up a culture which has guided the whole
of humanity, they laid the foundations of equity and justice
reiened to by Mr. Churhill, in his letter to the Editor of th"e
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,,Jewish Chronicle", as follows : ,,Once again. at the appointed
time, he (the ■Jew) will see vindicated those principles of
righteousness which it was the glory of his fathers to proclaim
to the world". At that period the world had not yet heard of
England, and the ancient inhabitants of the British Isles
floundered in barbarism and ignorance. It is no shame that your
nation is younger than ours, but it is a shame that a young
nation should treat an ancient nation with cruelty only because
the latter hesitated long before deciding to oppose force with
force.

We gave you the Bible, which has fashioned your culture
and language. Traces of our creative work are imprinted in
Englishmen's daily life. Our cultural possessions have been
acquired and adapted to English needs. And again it is no
shame that somebody should have learned something from
somebody else It is a fine quality, to learn and outdo ones
own teacher. But it is an everlasting shame, to treat the eternal
nation as you do; to cheat, and deceive, and oppress it.

We lay stress on our national pride, not in order to boast,
but in order to draw your attention to the fact that the notion
of ,,natives" you are used to in your numerous colonies, the
notion which determines your attitude towards the peoples ruled
by you _ is completely strange to us. Our cultural supremacy,
our historical past, our achievements m civilisation and our .

religious Law, grant us the right to assert that the legal
principles created by the Hebrew nation belong to a* high
category of juridical principles, in comparison with the juridical
norms of your Administration. Even if your rule had been equi­
table and humane, we should have demanded that the supremacy
of the Hebrew sentiment of justice be recognized. So'muchmore
now, when your Administration has become, as is universally
known, a typical Occupation Administration using methods of
oppression and despoliation, which need not be demonstrated,
and which will be probably mentioned again at length in the
course of this trial.

Accordingly, if an Englishman wants to judge Jews in Eretz
Israel, he must take account of the sentiment of law,ofthe Jews,
and this sentiment tells us that every Jew is allowed to bear arms
in this country, in order to defend both himself and his people,
'hat is ­ in order to fight against your Administration, which
encroaches on its primary ights. Therefore, even if arms, had
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been found in our possession, which is not the case, even if we
had been arrested while using them, there would have been
no guilt with us.■

Now let us briefly consider the problem of punishment.
.here is a controversy in science on the matter, but the prevalent
opinion is that punishment must be of. an educative and purifying
value and that its aim is to improve the personality of the
offender. We, therefore, ask: what is a punishment, even the
severest one, likely to improve in us ? Without submission,
resulting from the consiousness of guilt, there can be no
improvement. But, if we have no consciousness of guilt, if, on
the contrary, we have a consciousness of injustice done by you,
is there any room for submission ? From which source will
improvement come ? The action we committed or could have
committed isin our and every Jew's opinion, good, desirable
and sanctified. The conclusion is that, as far as improvement
is concerned, to punish us would be aimless. Now aliow me to
analyse the other value of legal punishment. Although the
science of law disapproves of punishment as a means of intiari­
dation. the British Courts of Law in Eretz Israel have more
than once adduced the intention to frighten, as a reason for
tiie severe punishments imposed on the accused Now the
question is, whom do you want to frighten. The Hebrew

. fighting youth ? Even youdon't believe it possible Every
Hebrew young man, taking active part inthe struggle of a
military organization, has, before joining it, weighed all the
pros and cons ­ to join the underground movement or not to
takethe risk of punishments and sufferings or not. A man
appears before a Coutr after joining an organization. A military
organizationis based on voluntary service, not on compulsory
mobilization. Everyone knows beforehand of your punishments
and courts,and everyone has made his mind up before appearing
m the Court A punishment cannot frighten him and will not
attain its end.

, . Maybe you chersih the illusion that the punishment will
frighten others? It isyour right. But, with all due deference,
if­ re *­1111 rmk+ *­ )­"11 .1.. .r .._ '

rding. . ­ ­ ­"" ""■"i11a"11vca . io nve according
ot your wish, or to join a fighting organization. If he chooses
theway sparing h.m physical pain., he condemns himself to
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terrible mental sufferings. The feeling of subjugation, oppression
and humiliation is dominant in him. Every morning, the news­
paper brings him tenible tidings of his brethren in Europe. And
if he is a thinking man, he despises himself and curses his
cowardice. There­ is no escape from the shameful feeling that he
enjoys a quiet life, while his brethren and sisters are extermina­
ted in Europe, and here, in the Homeland, strangers in police
uniform, equipped with a stick and a pistol, assault citizens.
In such a mental condition, he can't read a book or go to the
cinema. In books, he finds desciptions of the heroic struggle
of the underground against the German invader in Europe.
Books teach him that war against oppression is good, and is
the duty of every decent man. At the cinema, he is shown
,.For Whom The Bel! tolls", how a bridge is blown up, how
acts of sabotage are organized, how patriots fight against the
conqueror. At school, he is taught history. He sees and under­
stands that all have done the same thing, without'which the world
would have been still sunk in darkness and barbarism. Littly by
little he comes to understand what eternal life is. The names
of the judges of Socrates were forgotten long ago. Had they
been remembered, they would have been symbolsof scorn and
derision. But Socrates is eternal, not only because of his
teachings, but because he applied them in actual life, because
he did not avail himself of the opportunity to run away, and
of his own free will drank the poison. For Socrates was
convinced that although the poison would put an eVid to his life,
it would also eventually kill the regime of ignorance and barba­
nty. The same appliesto Galileo and Giordano Bruno, who by
their death conquered "death.

Your rule is coirtinually pouring oil on the flame of rebellion.
Now infringement of our rights at the Jerusalem Municipality,
now a sudden hunt in the streets of a city, now a commission
ot enquiry into land sales to Jews in prohibited areas, like in
1 sarist Russia. Despoliation is steadily increasing and accumu­
™ing. Distress increases, and the desire to free oneself
from mental pain grows stronger. The road to a fighting

physi*.". u1­uc35 ana incessant ' persecutions, lire aqu.ic­ a
meaning he knows what he is living for and what he is willing
ot die for. He becomes free and liberated. He doesn't envy
the heroes of the past any longer, and he doesn't feel ashamed

envy
in
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the presence of their shadows. The doors of vigorous existence,
with the glory of a just war, of selfsacnfice and the conscious­
ness that his actions are good, are thrown open before a member
of a military organization. And what is more important ­ he
has a clear conscience. He is suddenly liberated from the
embarrassing questions about his right to remain alive while all
his relatives have been savagely exterminated. He stops envying
his fellow citizens, who have the privilege of mourning their
relatives at a funeral. He doesn't envy a son who takes part
in his father's burial procession, who knows his grave, who
recites the Doxology and lights a candle for the ascent of his
soul on the anniversary of his death. Heroic deeds efface fhe
images of Maidanek and Trebhnka, where roads were built Wiin
the ashes of the victims ; where bones of our brethren were
used for manufacture of buttons, and hair of our sisters ­ for
manufacture of mattresses and armchairs. On the other hand, the
concrete figure of the British policeman, still watching over
the closed gates, becomes clearer and clearer ; and a thought
buzzes in the brain : had we started our fight earlier, we might
have abolished in time the obstacles meeting Jews on their
way back home, and millions might have been saved.

Therefore, your punishment will frighten nobody. Mental
distress induced by you is much more terrible and dreadful than
the acutest physical pains.

To sum ijp, the way chosen by you is hopeless. Perse­
cutions and despoliation will not attain their end, and punish­
ments will not frighten, There is one way before you. It is
the hard way of truth and justice. Your duty is to do justice.
Restore us our robbed Homeland, redress the inhuman wrong
done tothe remnants of our nation, expiate "your sin to the
massacred victims, for it was your armed hand that hindered
their rescue.
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Menachem Binder, a soldier of the Irgtm, י

captured with thirty of his comrades, during their
withdrawal after an Irgun operation in Southern
Eretz Israel, demanded, at the ,,tiral" in June,
1946, their rights as prisoners of war. Charade­
ristically, the British ,,prosecutor" contented
himself with claiming that the ,,court" was not
competent to decide the issue.

THE STATUS OF AN UNDERGROUND ARMY
)DECLARATION BY MENACHEM BINDER)

The arms enumerated in the indictment were not found in
our hands. If they had been in our hands they would not today
be m yours. Nor would we be sitting here, for that matter.
For if our hands had really held those two Bren­guns and the
tommy­guns and rifles then one of the following two things
would have happened : either we would have broken through
the columns of your soldiers although they outnumbered us
100 to I, or all of us should have fallen in this unequal battle,
killing many of your soldiers . There was no third possibility.
But it is a fact which we stress not for our own sake but f6r
that of truth and perhaps for the sake of history ­ that you
found all those arms only after we had been captured, after
most of us had been hit by your bullets and were bleeding from
our wounds. And you found it very far away from the place
where we were taken prisoner by you.

)By the way. I should like to point out that the prosecutor
was not correct in referring in the indicment to ,,bearing of
arms" , which wa should, according to his own conceptions,
have defined as ,,possession of arms". We do not think there
is a great difference between these terms and we do not care
which of them you use, nor do I want to interfere in the
management and proceedings of this trial ; and I make this
"™ark forthe sake of precision alone).
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The fact ihat we have been captured under these con­ ■
ditions does not detract in the least from our honour as Jewish H
soldiers and fighters. At any rate, if you permit a somewhat T'

. incomplete comparison, it does resemble the fall of Tobruk or

. the surrender of your famous Singapore... Still I have to state
emphatically that the conduct of the soldiers who captured us
was far from being soldierly. I shall not mention that they
misbehaved in words and with their fists against wounded men,
which may be considered as an outburst of their feelings of
hatred against us. Perhaps one cannot complain of such an
outburst of instincts however shameful, though civilised poeople
ought to be able control themselves. 1 refer mainl,y to the
intentional action of enlightened British soldiers which they
carried out with German thoroughness.

They took from us almost everything of value : money,
fountain pens, watches, purses, etc. They just ,,liberated"
many trifles which we liked not for their financical but rather
sentimental value. In general those objects were souvenirs or
gifts which we had received from our relatives or friends. Is it
fair to take such things from wounded people, bleeding and
thirsty people who have been taken prisoners of war P Who
taught His Majesty's forces to loot like this ?

I think that the fact that we were taken prisoners however
painful in itself, does not humiliate us, while the conditions
under which this happened are a stain on the honour and
uniform of the soldiers who captured us.

Their behaviour was not soldierly, but reminded one of the
behaviour of highvaymen.

However, this matter has another aspect, too. This was
the first time that you captured a Jewish military unit, forming
a part of the Jewish forces fighting against you and declaring
openly that they would fight against you till the end; that is,
until you hand over to the Jewish people the rule over its
country and homeland, or until it is destroyed completely.
Such a fighting unit you bring to trial in accordance with your
usual, or, rather, unusual laws, as though these people were
not soldiers, members of an independent underground army
but ordinary breakers of the law, Is there any logic in such
an attitude ?

I state this problem intentionally as a problem of logic
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only. It is certainly possible to bring upthe question of
justice and human feeling that should compel a civilised man
to take off his hat to people who could have lived quietly in
their comfortable homes together with their beloved ones but
who recognised their duty towards their brethren which demands
that they endanger and even sacrifice their lives ­' which
they do in pure idealism. One might expect from gentlemen
who probably day in day out have the words ,,freedom" and
,,democracy" on their lips that they display an attitude of
respect towards men fightingfor' freedom even if their fate made
it necessary for them to fight against one another. But I shall
not discuss this aspect of the matter. Experience has taught
me that such an ,,old­fashioned" argument which was per­
haps appropriate in the nineteenth century doesn't make any
impression. It is therefore not worth while . appealing to
feelings that probably no longer exist in our times, the times
of large­scale cruelty, the epoch of Hitler and ­ Bevin.
It is better to appeal to logic, cold reasoning, calculations
of profit and loss, because if there is anything that can
'influence your rulers, I think that these are the only conside­
rations.

Thus, Gentlemen, let us build our logical construction
on one basic assumption. This basic assumption is that in
this country there exists an independent, 'adequately armed
Jewish force fighting against you, that is against your rule.
The war waged by this armed force is a war of liberation,
the war of an oppressed people against its oppressors, of
a people whose homeland has been stolen against those who
stole it. Therefore, this is a just war and this justice arust
be admitted by all those peoples who ever stood m battle
for their freedom, against oppressors in their midst or foreign
oppressors.

However, you do not want to recognise this force, and
you call the members of the Jewish army ,,terrorists", while
those who Garry out its military plans you regard __ or
pretend to regard ­ as criminals. Gentlemen ­ this is not
a novel attitude. The Nazis ­ the German Nazis as I must
point out, because I regret that there are still many Nazis
in the world who are not Germans ­ the German Nazis
called ,,terrorists" the French Maquis and the partisan
fighters of Tito and the fighters in Poland and the rebelsin Slo­
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vakia and Greece, etc. This, then, is a very old term of abuse,
used by all tyrants against the fighters for freedom, with tne
intention of casting a slur on the idealism of the fighters and their
struggle.
, However, as you know, Gentlemen, these names of abuse
did not help the Nazis, who employed them against the fighters
for freedom m the countries of occupied Europe . The oppressed
people themselve regarded their fighting sons as fighters for their
own cause and they supported their struggle wholeheartedly ;

while the other countries recognised the underground armies as
semi­regular armies entitled to the same rights as soldiers in .

uniform. They even compelled the Germans to respect these
rights of the various underground armies. If the Germans refused
to do so they were thretened with retaliation. It is interesting to
note that the Germans, who on the whole proudly trampled
underfoot every international law, accepted this demand and
recognised, officially or practically, the belligerent rights of the
European­ underground.

On the basis of these precedents, and since from you one
should be able to demand at least what was demanded from the
German Nazis, the Irgun Zvai Leumi demanded two years ago
the recognition of the fighting Jewish forces practically and
theoretically as underground forces possessing the rights of bel­
ligerents. In our opinion this demand is in the interest of all
concerned. It would even seem that it is to a great extent more
in your interest than in our own. After all, Gentlemen, we are
prepared for everything, for every sacrifice. We fight for our
country and the lives of our children, while you in your war
against us have let yourselves in for some very unpleasant busi­
ness, which complicates your international relations, staining
your honour in every respect ; while, on the other hand, this
small country, which is our all, is for you only a tiny part of the
40 million square kilometres at your disposal. One can, there­
fore, not compare our readiness for sacrifice in this war with
your readiness for sacrifice. Our determination can be compared
only to that of the Russians in their defence against the German
invaders of their homeland, or to the determination you would
nave displayed had the German armies succeeded in landing
onthe shores of your Homeland. This is a particular kind of
determination not to be weakened by any danger whatever.

If, therefore, you do continue with your ostrich policy and
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prefer not to face the fact that against you stands in this
country an organised force, fully aware of its national ana
historic mission, a force backed not only by six hundred thou­
sand Jewish citizens in the Jewish Homeland but by eleven
million Jews all over the world, and, finally, or, as you say,
,,last but not least" ­ by public opinion in all free countries;
(if you should like to examine this thesis you may study a few
American, French or other newspapers ;) if you continue in your
blindness and bureaucratic obstinacy to regard the Jewish fighters
and their organisations as ordinary law­breakers whom you can
even hang like criminals, then, Gentlemen, I am afraid that the
results of such an attitude are bound to become very grave
indeed. By your very attitude towards our ever deepening
struggle you are bound to liquidate all^the laws. commonly
accepted in warfare, and which we are prepared to respect,
provided, of course, that you too commit yourselves to act in
accordance with them. But, Gentlemen, if these laws are indeed
abandoned and if we realise that Jewish blood can be shed
wilfully, there can beno doubt, as we told you two years ago,
that British blood too will not he spared. Then the war between
us will really develop according to lines that actually neither
you nor we can know at present. I ask you to remember that
in the course of our war there were numerous cases when our
comrades disarmed your soldiers, your police constables, cap­
turing dozens of your soldiers and police. It is true that after
your men had surrendered they were not harmed but were
released after our operations had been completed. Actually not
even these facts can be considered as strictly equivalent because
your soldiers were held by us for some hours only while we, once
we fall m your hands, have to spend long years m your prisons
and concentration camps. This inequality is due to the fact that
under the patricular conditions of our war we are not yet in
a position to hold your soldiers in captivity for a longer time.

Perhaps these condition will change and this inequality will
be eliminated, In any case, it should be perfectly clear that the
life of a prisoner should be ,,taboo" ; it should be safe, >*

should not be abused or tortured or refuse the satisfaction or
his needs as a civilised man. But what is going to happen if
you discriminate against Jewish soldiers who fall into your
hands ? Do you think that the Jewish armed forces will pass
over this in silence ? It is obvious that they will arrive at their
conclusions from your treatment and there can be no doubt that
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they will do so, because you should not forget in all your cai­
emulations, Gentlemen, that under the present circumstances there

. is one thing of paramount importance : the soldiers of Israel fight
m the profound conviction that if they do not succeed in this
war there will be neither life nor future for them, their childern
and their people. You should not take this too lightly. This is
our situation. We are the generation of Maidanek and Treblin­
ka. We have no illusions. We know very well what fate is in
store for us ­ all of us ­ if we have no state of our own,
capable of protecting us militarily as well as politically. There.
fore we are ready forevery■necessity, for every necessity. For
indeed the war that we are waging is a matter of life or death,
a war for the survival of the Jewish people, and no dangers
can hold us back, no sacrifices frighten us.

I have told you all this frankly and openly because this
matter does not concern merely myself or my comrades here
in this courtroom. It concerns thousands and tens of thousands
of people ­ English as well as Jews ­ who may .be the
victims of your blindness, of your treating as criminals the
fighters of a nation struggling for its rights. 1 think that if you
consider well what I have told you, you too will realise that it is
incumbent upon you to recognise, theoretically and in practice,
the Jewish underground forces as possessing full combatant
rights with all that this status implies.
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The, ,ohjectioity" of these British" ,,judges"
having been illuminated by a characteristic Nazi
remark by the President of the ,,aourt" ­ Irgun
soldier Chaim Luster, one of ihe Thirty­One, made
his reply in the,,court" .

GO HOME
(STATEMENT BY CHAIM LUSTER)

In my statement I will confine myself to an interpellation.
While I was in prison I heard that the clandestine radio of the
LZ.L. broadcast an announcement to the effect that you, Mr.
President, said at a meeting with other officers: , ,What a pity
one has not done with ihe Jews in Palestine what one did with
the Jews in Europe. I ■could then leave this damned country and
return home to England."

You must not be surprised that these words reached the
Jewish Underground movement. It is true that no guarantee can
be given as to the precision of the words actually used but it
would seem that their sense has been reported correctly. And
you surely know that the Jewish Underground has many ears
and many eyes,, and sees and ■hears things that you never
dreamed would reach those who fight against you.

As a matter of fact, Mr. President, you words stand in need
of a detailed analysis and thorough discussion. After all, you
are not an ordinary officer or an inferior official of your govern­
ment. Your position is very high, it is perhaps one of the highest
in this country, since in your and lies the sceptre of justice ­7­ if
one can speak of British justice ­ and the fate of human beings
is sometimes subject to your decision. Accordingly I treat this
opinion ­ and I am sure every Jevish citizen does the same ­
which you stated in front of your friends and acquaintances, very
seriously indeed. I think it wotrh while considering these words.
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Allow me to begin with the end: this country you chose to
call a damned country". You surely admit that this expression
is no less amazing than it is insulting. Hitherto we were ac­
customed to the whole world calling our country the ,,Holy",
since it is sacred to hundreds of millions of people who seeit |
regardless of.race or religion, as the source of divine wisdom,'
and the centre of monotheism. It was on these grounds that the
Anglo­American Inquiry commission ­ or, rather, its English
"embers ­ found it possible to announce that Christianity has
a very great interest in the Land of Israel, and therefore they
thought it necessary to leave you as rulers in it you, the Christian
English people. But if so, how can you explain that you as an
Englishman and a Christian call the holy country a ,,damned
country ?

Is it and I arrive at this conclusion from the first part of
your very suggestive statement ­ that the holy Land became
a damned country" because the /e"<s live in it, or because
the Jews want to possess it as did their ancestors ? This opinion,
too, is strange and surprising. For everyone knows that if this
country did become a holy country in the eyes of mankind this
happened precisely thanks to the Jews. Thousands of years ago
they destroyed the idols of the heathens, they brought to this
country the word of the Lord from Mt. Sinai. Nor should it be
forgotten that the founders of the Christian religion too were
the sons of our people and that the tree of Christianity whose
benches now extend over all the countries of the world, wa5
planted and grew up in our country.

But if you are neverthelessof the opinion that the Jews
turned the Land of the Lord into a ,,damned country" J have
to ask you another question. You have, of cource the right
to hateus ­ you are not the only one in the world who hates
us ­ but ityou hate the Jews how does your conscience allow
you to assume the function of a Judge of the Jews? I think
mat all legal books contain a passage stating explicitly that ,f
a judge or any member of the jury has, for some reason or other
a hostile attitude to the accused, it is his duty to ask to be relea^
sed from his function. I think you ought to have done so, Sir.

We think that all this jury is illegal, but still less can a judge
be recognisedwho openly admits his personal hostility against
the accused as members of a certain people.

However, in the continuation of your words there is a pas­
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sage with which we agree wholeheatredly. It is splendid, 'snt
it, that we should agree with one another. Therefore, this facS
should be recorded in the minutes of the proceedings and ■<<'

public opinion. We certainly agree that you should return home
to your family in England. We agree for two reasons. .Flrst of
all, we highly appreciate your feeling called nostalgia, yoas
longing for your home. This feeling, you should know, has been
alive in our hearts for two thousand years, Oh, how we yearned
for our home ! All our prayers, all our dreams, were directed
to the day on which the Lord would bring us back to our home.
When the Lord brought back the Jews to Zion, our forefathers
spng by the rivers of Babylon : "We were like '"en ">
a dream". Yes, like men in a dream. For there is no greater
happiness than to return home, home. Therefore there is no <M­
ference whether you return home from a palace or from a hut,
from pleasant surroundings or from a ,,damned country' , whet­
her you return from a good people or, as happenedtoour nation,
from people who want to murder you. The main tnmg ls ­ tQ
retunr home. And so all our desire today is to return home. fut,
of course, this does not apply to us alone. We are happy thai
we succeeded in reaching our home, but like us, there are mil­
lions of our brethren, who want to return home too. Can they "e
denied this right ? Particularly since these are people who have
not even got a temporary home, because the homes they built
on the volcanos of the Diaspora have been destroyed comple­
tely, burying in their ruins alive or dead all those who were
near and dear to them. You should really understand, Sir, an"
Gentlemen, if you still can understand, that the whole issue,
whichhas caused our trial too, is nothing but the return home
of millions without a home. They do not return for the sole
reason that you do not allow them to return, because you deny
them this right, which as far as it concerned you, was so c'ear
and natural and so impeirous, that you are even ready to curse
and desecrate sacred ideas when your superiors postpone ko\
some time your voyage home. If there is in such a mentality
a certain egoism ­ 1 regret but I have no other name for it but
joul egoism ­ this mentality has also certain implications. It
would seem, and this is something decided by you ­ that so
long as your wish is fulfilled and you and your colleagues rule
our country, you cannot return to your home and our people
cannot return to its own home. And if so, Sir, you are perfectly
free to return home ! And not only you alone. Take along with
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you all your arary and police, and all your officials, who too­
probably should like to go home. Return home and give us back
this country which you have stolen from us. You know that
we shall take it and that it will be ours as it once was. Your
military commanders who appeared before the Inquiry commis­
sion left no room for doubt on this score. This country will be
ours again, only we will rule it not in order to exploit it or in
orderto oppress others, or in order to make of it a military
base against others ; we will rule this country in order to carry
out our great mission, given to us by Divine Providence, a mis­
sion for mankind as a whole.

We shall bring home millions of people who unless they
have this home have no prospect of survival, no future. Thus,
you see, in this case our hearts­ desires coincide : if you retunr
to your home, we too will return to ours and then there will
surely beno reason to break the peace between our two peoples.

Do so ! For heaven's sake ­ go home and give us back our
home !

And now, Sir and Gentlemen,And now, bir and Gentlemen, permit me shortly to
analysethe first part of your words. You expressed your regret
that one did not do to the Jews in Eretz Israel what was done
to their berthren m Europe. Let us speak openly; you know
of course, Sir, what it was that was done to the Jews in Eu­
rope; they were put in thousands into gas chambers and were
murdered in infernal agonies.

1 ­11­ , ­: ­­ ""­ "*­ lug vjciinans wno mas­
?acred niilhons of men and women and children, but this time
m order to carry out this mass murder, it would be necessary ot
use the hands of your brethren, the English, who have the Bible
on their lips and preach democracy and the brotherhood of man
And apparently you are prepared to assign this task to yourtttfV? ^P­P'­ and you ­urelyhope they will fulfil :



the diaspora, truly damned, on that soil of the Exilethat robbed
our brethren of the physical and spiritual will of resistance,
which had led them to be completelydefenceless,. because "
their naive belief in the image of man that rO"POS1iff jT
only there it was possible and even there the Lion of Judah
roared and went to fight at the last moment against 'he foul
murderers and killed thousands of them. Here, however, this /s
not possible at all, here we stand in our country. Our ">untry
has given us the youthful vigour of the people of the Hasmo­
neans. Our country commanded us to take up arms again anP
to redeem it with our blood, as our forefathers once redeemed i'

. withtheir blood, its ancient conquerors and liberators. Our
country has revised in us the heroes of Masada and Jodefeth. "
has given us strength, it calls us from the depths ; ,,Arise anA
fight for me and for the People that has been led away from
me into exile."

We have heard our country's voice Gentlemen, for it is the
voice of our mother, the voice of the motherland.
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There follow a number of statements of the
Irgun, issued at different times since the summer
of 1945: The first is the announcement made in
July, 1945 with the coming to power in Britain
of the Labour Government.

WE SHALL GIVE THE LABOUR

GOVERNMENT A CHANCE TO KEEP ITSWORD

In England a Government of the Labour Party has taken
office. Before it came to power, this Party undertook to return
the Land of Israel to the people of Israel as a free State, in which
all those who long forZion and its exiles would be concen­
trated.

This in itself gives no guarantee for the attainment of our
national aim. The Hebrew people, tried in suffering, is also
learnedin experience. Menand patries in opposition, or in
their struggle with their rivals, have, for twenty­five years, made
us many promises and undertaken clear obligations ; but on
coming to power, they have gone back on their words and con­
Unued with the policy which leads only to the robbery of our
country and the destruction of our people. This experience,
whichats cost the Jewish people six million lives, teaches us
that ONLY a war of liberation, independent and real, will set
in motion political and international factors and bring redemp­
tion to our enslaved and decimated people.

This historic conclusion remains clear. The battle in which,
as the advance­guard of the people, the fighting youth is en­
gaged, is not being fought ot obtain ..friendly statements" or
for the annulment of ..decrees ­; the battle is being fought for
die anainment of the FUNDAMENTAL aim: A­ est'abHsh
ment of Hebrew rule m the land of the Hebrew. And it will
not ceaseexcept­ this aim be achieved. That is why, despite all
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the threats from outside and from within, ,we have not laKj
down our arms and, during the past f>­w d^8. have enteerd
a phase of widespread operations.

But in the piesence of a Government ALL of whose mem­
bers subscribed, as members of their party, to the programme
for the mass return to Zion and the establishment of the HebKYf
State we consider it our duty, out of a sense of responsibility
and of our free will, to give them an opportunity to Prove
whether they mean to go the way of all BritishGovernments ­
the way of denial and betrayal ­ or whether it is *he" mtentron
to fulfil without delay their public undertakings.

In view of the known situation of our people, 0"k a veW
short time ­ weeks and not month*­ is erclu"~m order 10
find out whether theii words are being translated into deeds ot
whether to all the tragic illusions of the Jewish people there
has been added another illusion, perhaps the last, whose !!n&iet­
ring will demand from all of us:

WAR, WAR TO THE END, WAR TILL VICTORY.
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On 29 June, 1946, the Birtish counter­ofjensi­
ve was launched against the Hebrew people. It
came at a time when all the three Hebrew armed
organisations were co­operaling in the straggle.
The immediate reaction of the Irgun was a call
and a plan joy complete national concentration,
for a National Government and a. single National,
fightingCommand , to which, as before and since
the Irgun was prepared to submit.

MOBILISE THE NATION !

The arrest of the heads ol the Yishuv is a step in the
campaign of liquidation, carried on systematically and brutally
by the bloody British regime against our people. This act of
aggression was preceded by many acts of hostility, resulting in
the destruction of one­third of the people, which have brought
us to the edge of teh abyss, and which have all hadone purpose :

To put an end to the aspirations for Hebrew freedom ; to
rob us for ever of our only country ; to turn us ­ as in the
Diaspora ­ into dust and to blot us out from under God's
Heaven.

The oppressive hand of the enemy ­ the teacher of Hitler
and the executor of 'his plans ­■ has been raised against the
Jewish people. The existence of the nation is at stake.

In this situation there is no other way but to fight. In this
situation vacillation is a misdeed, delay and retreat are crimes.
In this situation the whole people ­■ in Zion and in the far­
flung Diaspora ­ must rise as one man and smite the cruel
enslaver, by every means and in every way, until he is brought
low.

In the face of the British aggression, which covers itself in
a cloak of ,,law and order' ' ­ let there be set up the legal,
independent State institutions of the Hebrew people ­ the only
owner of this country :
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a) Let the Hebrew Provisional Govem.m,ent .nV?^1'811?1­ the legal Government of the country which will fight for the
downfall of the British Occupation erglme L , ,

b) Let the Supreme National Council be established T ■u
Parliament of the Jewish people and 4 E"*j Israel> whlch WI"
make laws, impose obligations and g've order5.

0) Let there be published the Declaration of Hebrew \nAt­
pendence and Freedom _ ,he basis of the constitution of cm
country, whose principles shall be;Libetry equality and soc1al
justice for all the citizens and inhabitants of the countrv.

­d) Let there be set up Hebrew courts of justice and let Vae.

British courts be boycotted.
e> Let there be set upthe Exchequer of the Hebrew PeoPle;

all our payments must flow into this exchequer and a11 Pavments
of taxes to the exploiting invader must be forbidden. .

f) Let there be set up the united Hebrew Liberation Army,
which shall take an oath not to lay down its arms unt11 oar ln­
dependent State is set up.

"(Let there be set up the Supreme Military Command,
which will proclaim a general mobilisation of al> who can bear
­rms in the people, which will set up an Emergency re8'me m
our daily lives and will conduct the struggle.

h) Let the call go out to all the centres of the Diaspora t0
hasten to the aid of fighting and embattled Zlon.

i) Let the call go out to the peoples of the world ­ to the
United States, to the Soviet Union, to France and to al> the
free peoples ­to give aid to the Hebrew fighters for freedom.

In this way ­ and only thus _ shall we become a natl0I)■
fighting against the enslavers who have mvaded ouf country;
and stop being a ,,community" persecuted by its ,,law­entor­
cing" rulers. In this way the Jewish people will arise, and 11ve.

and smash the chains of slavery.
And end, therefore, to half­measures ! Let the banner oi

revolt be raised ! Let our camp be united, our hands tlrm. our
aim clear, our faith resolute ! For it is the cruel oppressor, the
treacherous aggressor who places us before the alternative ■.

A war of liberation, or destruction ; Freedom or Deatn■
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The character of the leaders of His Majesty's
occupation forces, ani the spirit they hace instil­
led into the soldiers under their command, was
demonstrated by the anti­semitic order of the day
circulated by the Nazi General Barker at the end
of July, 1946, which, as it happend, did not re­
main secret.
It was published for the information of the

public by the Irgun Zvai Leumi. "

HIT THEMIN THE POCKET­
ORDER BY GENERAL BARKER OF 26 JULY, 1946

We publish for the information of the Hebrew public and
­the civilized world, the full text of the Oder of the Day issued
by the Nazo­British Commander­in­Chief in Eretz Israel.

,,The Jewish community in Palestine cannot be absolved of
the responsibility for the long series of outrages, which reached
their climax in the blowing up of a large part of the Government
Offices in the King David Hotel, causing. heavy losses of life.
Without active or passive help by the Jewish community for the
terrorist groups who committed these crimes, they would have
been discovered ­ and for this reason the Jews must bear part
of the responsibility.

,,I am determined that they should be punished and made
­aware of our feelings of contempt and disgust at their beha­
viour. We must not let ourselves be misled by hypocritical sym­
pathy expressed by their leaders and representative bodies and
by the protestations that they are not responsible and that they
cannot curb the terrorists. I repeat that if the Jewish community
really wanted to put an end to the crimes it could do so by co­
operating with us. 1 have accordingly decided that as from the
receipt of this letter all Jewish places of entertainment, cafes,
restaurants, shops and private homes are out of bounds. No Brl­
tlsh soldier will have contact with any Jew, and duty contacts
will be made short as possible and will be limited to the duty
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concerned. 1 understand that these measuers will createdifficulties
for the troops, but I am certain that if my reasons are explained
to them they will understand their duty and m". Pu"lsh ™e
Jewsin' the manner this race dislikes most: by rhlttl"S t/1,?m ln
the pocket which will demonstrate our disgust ­™ them.

The following warning, which remained un­
heeded by the British regime of barbarism, who
proceeded to carry out the flogging of a /6­year
old Hebrew soldier, was consequently implemen­
ted bythe retaliatory flogging of a British officer
and two N.C.O.'s. There have teen "0 more
Birtish floggings.

WARNING

A Hebrew soldier, taken prisoner by the enemy, nas bee.n
sentenced by an illegal British Military ..Court'­ to the huml­
Hating punishment of flogging.

We wanr the Occupation Government not to carry0"' tl"5 Pu­
nishment, which is contrary to the laws of soldiers­ honour, "
it is put into effect ­ every officer of the British Occupation
army in Eretz Israel will be liable to be punished in 'he same
­way : 18 strokes.

1RGUN ZVA1 LEUMI
b'Eretz Israel

January, 1947



The striving of the irgun for friendly and neigh­
hourly relations with the Arab citizens of Eretz
Israel has been made clear repeatedly both to them
and to the World at large. In a special proclama­
lion published in Arabic and Hebrew in 1945 it
was given succinct expression. Despite the reign
of terror of theBriti^i­instigated , self­appointed
,,leaders" of the Arab inhabitants of Eretz Israel,
there have been many indications that the call of
the Irgun has not remained Without an echo in the
hearts of the Arabs The proclamation of the Irgun
follows.

TOOUR ARAB NEIGHBOURS

The Hebrew youth , trained to fight, has launched the strugg­
le for the liberation of its Homeland. The Irgun Zval Leumi '
b'Eretz Israel, with its thousands of members, armed with mo­
dern weapons, is fighting against a treacherous Government
which aims at putting an end to the eternal vision of the great
Hebrew people. This war of liberation, which is only just be­
ginning, will grow in intensity and in scope.

This struggle is not directed against you. We do not regard
you as enemies. We want to regard you as good neighbours.
We have not come to destroy you or to deprive you of the soil
on which you are living. There is enough room in Eretz Israel
for you, for your children and your childrens' children, and for
millions of Jews who have no other place to live but in this
land. The Hebrew Government will accord you full equality of
lights. The Hebrew and .Arabic languages will be the
languages of the country. There will be ho discrimination bet­
ween Arab and Jew in the apportionment of Government posts
or public works. The Holy Places of the Moslem religion will
be placed under the supervision of your representatives. The



Hebrew Government will fac.litate *>­ education 0* 17 ^,?SSeS
and there will be ilUteracy ln the land Of 1j6W ,
will be no more epidemics myou! villages andtowns Wages,
W1U be raised to ,he European I­­*­!. There wll!.b* g,rea
progress in your agriculture. You ­w"l b"lld hou5es l,n5tead of
fents Electricity and water will !each every place where you
live The Hebrew State will be the common "ome f.0r a11 ot
us, and there will be peace and neighbourly relations between
it and the independent Arab States.

The treacherous Government does not want tnls■ ll tnes. to
sow friction between us, to incite you against us, andus against
you in order to secure for itself the orle of, suPreme. a'blte,r' m
order to leave you in the desolation of the desert and the Si00"1,
of illiteracy/and our brothers ­ to destruction m /Aelands ot
exile But we do not listen, and do not lntend to,d ' 'n /
cajolerv. And we have proved this m deeds in Kamallan,
inhabited by Aiabs, we seized the central broadcasting statlonj
in spite of its proximity to the big policeifless: but we d!d
™>t touch the inhabitants of the town. We delivered attacks in
Jerusalem and Haifa, but we did not turn our,arms agalns] tne!r
Arab inhabitants. This has been our way ™ the Past' and s0 11

will be in the future,
But you too must beware of heeding the advice of de

inciters Do not try to raise a hand against Ae Jews.or thelr
propetry For if, against your national and persona interests,
you do raise a hand against us _ we shall be compeled to cut
it off without delay with the force of our arms. And botJ1 you
and the whole world have learnt that the power ot the new
Hebrew youth is great.

It depends on you and your wisdom. If you wlshit. and
you do not listen to the inciters, peace and friendship w11' te'8n
between our two peoples in this country for ever. Together we
shall build this Holy Land; together we shall enjoyits resources
and its fruits; together we shall develop its agriculture and
Industry; together we shall march with the "ee Pe0Ples ™ the■
earth to a life of justice and freedom, of dignity and happiness,

OurArab neighbours.
We stretch out our hand to you in peace and fraternity. Do

not reject it.
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The following appeal was kanded to the
diplomatic representatives 0/ the United States,
the Soviet Union and France during the participa
tion of these three States, with Great Britain, in
the Moscow Conference in January, ]947.

AN APPEAL TO THE MOSCOW CONFERENCE

The representatives of the victorious Powers have gathered
ia Moscow, in order, as they put it, to establish lasting peace

But peace is indivisible.
This rule was laid down, as it happened, in the very place

where the present Conference is meeting, and reality has proved
its truth.

Peace is indivisible. And freedom. too, is indivisible.
The Foreign Ministers of the United States, of the Soviet

Union and of France should know that there is neither peace
nor freedom in Eretz Israel. The peace is disturbed by the
British Occupation regime robs us of freedom and even of the
a military base and a great camp of oppression. The illegal
British Occupation regime robs uf of freedom and even of the
right to live. And in the light of the experience of our generation
we must remind the representatives of the great Powers that war
and enslavement in Eretz Israel threaten to endanger the peace
of the world and the, freedom of the peoples.

We, therefore, in the name of our people fighting for free­
dom against an aggressive and cruel oppressor, call to the Fo­
reign Ministers of the United States, the Soviet Union aad
France, to take account of, and place on their agenda, the
situation in Eretz Israel.
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For the sake of peace and security, forthe sake .of .thefjcfjn of peoples and for the ^ke of international 'ustlce­
Britain mustbe obliged: ,

a) Towlthdraw her Occupation forces f'om Westem and
Eastern Eretz Israel.

b) To abolish her ,!legal Occupation .1e?in?­ t0Pe^t.mf
<at.y in Western Eretz Israel and ™directly >" Eastem EleU

Zj To transfer power ln Erelz Israel tOu\demOpatlC­IeP!
1esen ation of ,he Aebrew people ­'o a HebreW P,IOtn"a
Government _ which will carty outtherepatr.at.on of H 3
of our people wishing to return tothe.r Honleland, >\Z
hold free elections for the Parliament and Government 0I out
COUntry which will represent all its citizens irrespective o£ na­
tionality or religion.

Thus one of the most painful problems of humanity will be
solved; thus peace and social progress will be assured in etea.
Israel and in the Middle East; *us ^ ­"4 ™!< b? P.ut J" ™j
state of oppression and war reigning m th1s nlstoIlc land and
which threatens the peace of the world.

You representatives of the IJnited Statesthe Soviet Unlon
and Frar.ce, can do .t. Do it for the ­­<ke of itf lastlnS Pea"­
to establish which your Conference is being heldafter a etIrlb!e
bloody war that cost our people, bereft of independence, S1X

million victims.
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The following appeal teas broadcast to the
world on 21 August, 1946, in French, English,
Russian and Italian.

DO NOT BE ACCOMPLICES TO THE CRIME ­
GIVE AID TO JEWISH REPATRIATES

The Nazo­British enslaver has imposed a blockade on our
country. It is the most cruel blockade in human history. If is not
directed against raw materials or war material brought by sea
to a belligerent ; it is directed against human beings, against
peop e who for years resisted Nazi­German tyranny, against
people who were saved by a miracle from the destroyers, against
people who have been left with nothing in their lives except
a Homeland ­ the Homeland which alone can give back to
them the reason for living, which must take the place in their
lives of their dear ones, who were shot or strangled or buried
alive.
The Nazo­British enslaver wants ot make you accomplices in

his crime o calls to you to help him decide the facte of the
remnants of our destroyed people. DO NOT HELP HIM |

You too fought for years against a cruel oppressor, and you
earnt that just as peace is indivisible, so is freedom indivisible
It one people is enslaved, other peoples, follow. Therefore our
war is your war and our victory ­ your victory. Therefore ­
help our brothers struggling to their only Homeland ! Give them
passage across your frontiers, give them shelter in their wan­
dermgs; show them the way to the ports; place transport at their
disposal .­or thus you are helping justice overcome evil free­
dom defeat slavery, the victim to overcome the murderous ag­
gressor. lhus you help not only our people, but also yourselves
andyour future !

:ir
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In their effort to break the spirit of the Hebrew
people and to induce theirtto turn informer against
the fighting underground, the British Occupiers,
early in March, 1947, imposed,,martial law ,
whose immediate purpose was to isolate Jewish
centres from me another and from the outside world
and to throttle Jewish economic life.But neither
the Irgun nor the people was intimidated.I he
Irgun delivered, unprecedentedly heavy and
widespread series of blows at British objectives;
the people stood firm. After a fortnight martial
law was ignominously lifted. The Irgun issued the
following communique;

WHY THEY LIFTED MARTIAL LAW
The tyrants have been forced to lift Martial Law because:
1) Britain is afraid of international complications. lh.e

Soviet Union and Poland could demand discussion by *e. Unl­
ted Nations Security Council of a state of rnatrial law reigning
in time of peace in a country which is formally ™d" mterna­
tional supervision. י ן ז c 1

2) The blows suffered by the enemy at the hands oi the
Underground Army in spite of martial Law rendered "." means
of suppression ridiculous. ,. .. ,

3) Bitterness bordeirng on mutiny has become evident m tne
ranks of the Army of Occupation, whose patrols and camPs were
subjected to the incessant attacks of the Army of Liberation.

The enemy has suffered a stinging defeat.
The enemy has been compelled to retreat.
But we are singing no victory songs.
We are not fighting for the lifting of decrees. wf are.

fighting for the liberation of our country, for the repatriation or
our brothers, for the establishment of our State.

To this end we shall continue to fight until victory. A"f
behind us we shall have the mass of the people, who P[oved
throughout the period of trial that they are indeed worthy ot
Statehood.

From the depth of the underground we send our greeting to
the poor of our people who, subjected to the severest of trl­
bulations, courageously stood ,the test.

BE STRONG AND OF GOOD COURAGE, BROT­
HERS _ VICTORY WILL COME.
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On the eve of the arirval of the United Naitons
Special Committee on Palestine in June, 1947, the
bgun issued a warning to themagainst the'inevitable
Britsh attempt to intimidate them and to spy on
them. The Committee subsequently leamt how
Well­founded the warning was.

THE ONLY DANGER TO MEMBERS OF THE
UNO COMMITTEE IS FROM BRITISH SPIES

^ The Inquiry Committee of the United Nations Organisation
is due to arrive in Eretz Israel in the coming days. From the'
experience gained during the stay here of the Anglo­American,
Committee, it may be said with cetrainty that the Nazo­British.
Uccupation regime will direct at the members of the international
committee and at their assistants a flood of horrific stories of
plans tor attempts on their lives by the ,,terrorists". In order
ostensibly to ,,protect" tcfem, the representatives of the eleven
nations will be surrounded by British agents who will not allow
them to move a step without a ,,bodyguard".
_ The purpose of these horror­stories and ,,security measures
is clear to all. Bartley Crum, the member of tre Anglo­Ameri­
can Committee, even exposed it in his book. He knew that he
and his colleagues on the committee ­ whovever they might be­ were m no danger whatsoever; and that only the desire of
the enslavers to depict the Hebrew underground as a ,"roup of
gunmen , lacking any political roots, and their desire to trail
the ofotsteps of the committee members ­ the desire, charac­
eristic of all totalitarian States, to spy on all visitors likely to­
keep their eyes open ­ were the reason for surrounding the
"embers of the committee with a tribe of "two­legged blood­
hounds under the cloak of ,,protecting them from attack"
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There is no doubt that this miserablespectaclew!Il be
repeated with the members of the Intenlat10nalCommitee. tor
this Ieason we consider ^ necessary, eVe"hu r!" £"m
to make i, known '^t 1here " n0 dang6r tOAe7 mhersSHebrew fighters. In truth, we are convmced ,hatthe members of
the Committee do not req"ire tAls ftewT"V 7,, t
a feeling of security. They naturally know ** Plans TO f*f
on them, or their assistants,or thelroffices, germinate only, ln
L min­ds of British provocateurs, and tha' ^" V,r6W ,Unndow:
ground, which f,ghts the British enemy, and only h1m. k"ows
Lw to respect guests. But wemake*e statement neV!'rthele*
because we want the member­ of the Commitee t0 k"0^'"
advance that the agents and pollcemenwhowill surround *™
are not sent to ensure their safety ­whch nobody theater­ but to spy on their movements, contacts, letters and so on,
The members of the Committee should bewareof,cthe fP>"ng
eyes and dexterous fingers of the British "secu"ty ofhcers ■

As for the general conditions that will reign m *e =ountty
during the work of the <^>™™*^' th0SC■f\Tr, TnI"whether the Committee, as the erpresentative oftheUnited Na­
tions Organisation, will succed in imposing <£f 3"'11™1ty ot .tne
United Nations Organisation on the Bntlsn 0^"P3,1,10? re8lme
in regard ot the decision of the General Assembly. If the Lonr­
mittee succeeds in preventing the use of afce by tnf .enem<' aSamst
Hebrew repatriates, Hebrew prisoners of waI ,and, 1n 0'her wa.ys'
;t wiU preVent automatically military attacks by tte t1nd^r­
ground. But if in the very days of the P'e5e.nce het.e an? ™e
work of the Committee the enemy will continue to ?..reak the
decision of the United Nations Organisations 7 't W1U be tne
duty of the underground to answer force with ™ce.

The key is in the hands of the Committee itself.
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The name ofDoO Gruner has become history. It has
become a symbol of heroism and endurance ; c sym­
bol of The Hebrew struggle for national libera­
tion. The story of this quiet soldier, standing firm
against the strength and intimidations of a mighty
Empire, his heroic bearing in life, his dignified
calmness in the shadow of the gallows, stirred the
world. The cowardly manner in which his British
murderers killed him was symbolic of the difference
between the ugly purpose which animated them
and the nobility of purpose of the Hebrew fighters.
When Doe Graner was informed of his immin­

ent execution he sent a note to the Commander of
the Irgun Zvai Leumi in which he wrote, with
characteristic simplicity; ,,If 1 had my life to live
over again, I would do the same again."
We give here the Words of Dov Gruner to the

British Military ,,court" which ,,sentenced" him
to death:

YOUR HAND WILL BE CUT OFF

I do not recognise your right to judge me. This court has
no lawful existence because it has been appointed by a regu­
lation which itself is devoid of any legal basis.

You came ot Eretz Israel by reason of an obligation which
was entrusted to you by the nations of the world.
_ _You were entrusted with the task of correcting the greatest
'"justice ever inflicted upon any nation, the injustice of the
dispemon of the people of Israel, which, made them the
world s foremost victims of persecution and massacre This obli­
gallon, and this obligation only, is the legal and moral basis
tor your Presence m this country. You have committed a wicked
breach of this obligation, brutally and with satanic treachery
You reduced ypur obligation to a mere scrap of paper and
then tore it to pieces. rhough you did not declaer it openly youT ^*011?",11^ theGerman1ChancellorBethman­Hollweg
who said; ..What is an international agreement?­Nothing but a
scrap of paper. Is it worth quarreling about ?­­ Generally you
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have learned quite a lot from the Germans. Or perhaps, on the
contrary, the Germans learned from you. In any case, in one
respect, their purpose and yours is identical ; the extermination
of my people.

For you knowonly too well that the rape ofour country and the
closing of its gates means a continuous mass attack on ite 'lves
of millions of men, women and children ­ ""y people, NQt:
withstanding this, or perhaps because of it, you are determined
to transform this country into one of your military bases>one ot
the many _ and to steal it from the people which cfa[ n(?.other
home in the world than this, 8iven to '' hy , yj l"1
A history sanctified by the blood of generations, a land which
has been made to flourish "by the blood and sweat of its devoted
sons.

After having cancelled and annulled the obligation which
you solemnly undertook towards our ■people and our country you
have no right whatsoever to be here. And if you are jurists, gent­
lerhen, you will certainly remember the classic legal principle ;
If the cause ceases for which the law was enacted then the law
itself ceases to exist. The cause for the international law ™der
which you came to administer this country was other than the
use to which you have corrupted this .sacred trust. It was the
ervival of the Hebrew state in the country of our forefathers.
Thus it is expressly stated, even in the text of the Mandate of
the League of Nations. I say ,,even" because I know honr
reading ti:e documents how the statesmen endeavoured ­ and
they know how to find ambiguous definitions open to different
and contradictory interpretations ­ to define in well­balanced
words that Mandate, signed by fifty­two nations. In spite of
their endeavours they failed to render ambiguous two provisions
which without any shadow of doubt determine the nature of
the obligations which you took upon yourselves.

One provision recognizes the historical connection between the
Jewish people and Eretz­Israel ; and the other provision states
that you undertake to reconstruct our National Home. What the
historical connection between a nation and its country is.is some­
thing I neednot explain. And what does ,,to re­construct
mean ? It is only possible to reconstruct what has existed in the
past and was destroyed. And what existed in the past m this
country ­( Look into this book lying in front of you, the Bible,
and you will learn.
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But you mocked at, or attempted in your arrogance to mock
at, the Lord's promise. as, in your vanity, you trampled upon the
international treaty which you signed with our people and the
nations of the world. Therefore nothing has remained of the
legal basis of your rule, and it is now based on one principle
only : brute force. The bayonet, and a reign of tenor in the dis­
guise of so­called ,,laws".' These laws are drafted by the
bearers of the bayonets, they promulgate them, they enforce
them contrary to the fundamental right of man, contrary to the
wishes of the local population and contrary to international
laws.

Thatis why 1 cannot recognize your competence to try me­
Because this too was ruled by the ancient Romans : No one
can transfer to another more rigtts than he possesses himself.
And if your whole rule is one of unlawful occupation, how can
it confer upon you the power to try me, or any other citizen in
this occupied country.

WJ~en a regime in any country is transformed into a rule
of oppression, it ceases to be lawful ; it is the right of its citizens­ moreover it is their daty ­ to fight against this rule and ot
overthrow it This is what the Hebrew youth is doing and this
itwill continue to do, until you evacuate this country and return
it to its lawful owners ­ to the people of Israel. For this you
must know; !here is no force in the world that can break the
link between the people of Israel and its one and only country
He who attempts this ­ his !hand will be cut off and the curse
of God will fall upon him for ever and ever.
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Mordechai ^ljjosju, onejorthe three lrgun
soldiers aapimed jn possession of whips fsigned
t0 bring retirbution on the British A,my jo, then\ hcJlf ing oj a 16­year­oidlrgun member,
washanged together with his two immediate com­
d _s£Uezer Kashani md Do0 Rosenbaum 7­

ani Do0 Gruner. Before being brought to trial he
and his comrades were subjected to tortures and ha­
miliations oj a kind made noioirus by the German

/ofe 'is his decimation to the t£ou,t" that tired
him.

HOW BRITAIN TREATS PRISONERS 0F WAR
­ (STATEMENT BY MORDECHAI ALKOSHI)

I want tosay a few words about the behav.our of s?ldleI!
of enlTghtened Britain towards H?breW ptlS0neM 1 In/Jc"iL whole world to know that atthe same time as the denazihcatt""iGerr"tyU­bgcarr1edout(tow^everexpHUsb­1"g
ca"ied out) there /s i" process the naz.frca.on.of Br"am and
her armies. And here are *e Plact1cal PI0ots:

After our capture on the road near Lydda ,0ne,of£our uc0.m­
rades wasmiu'ed, not at a" seriously but 1­ dled attet bemg
transferred to the hands of *e Brltlsh Arm5'.
As for Us, we were brought, under f­ 1ain.of .b/™s' to, On';

of ^ur miUt'ty where we were 1mmed.ateytakentoa"
"U^eitoom British sold.ers began teanng ou[ c'othes oft US­

"*^h Jheir hands but with taMI buladeS■ OUtt hSWdeae"d0^
o­ur flesh was torn too. We were beaten over*e head a"1■^Z body wlth rifle­butts. We bled all over But <'our soldleIt
eTre n0^ satisfied. They tookusout naked as W<i "T'li^
made us tun rou"d*ecamp whde 0^frZVuhtdT™
and laughed. Our legs faltered, a"d weLfe11. Tteyu f 'Z
made us run again and beat us. Then they tookus back £ 7
™I. They gave us no clothes.^ey gave ea* of US 3*le
But every few minute­ >"■>< of *f sad,'St WOuld H Ae
room a"d pull ^e sheets o" Sad'S!.S t!H,. us
uext morning ,he totrures ">nt'"u­d..Th­­y, j us
kS ,he groUnd. They pulled out our ha.r and Mdered us tO
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sweep the floor with it. They poured dirty water over us three
times and then again made us run naked round the camp. Then
they began concerning themselves with our health. We were
brought before a military doctor. Atfer he had looked at us, he
asked your fine boys; ,,Do you want to play with them a little
longer ?" Of course they did. And at the orders of the doctor,
the comrade of the well­known doctors of Belsen, we were
brought back to the camp, where the blows, the tortures and
the humiliations were repeated.

These. British officers, are your features. This is the slum­
bering beast awakening inside the defenders of your Empire.
This is how you treat prisoners. Do you wonder then that we
are fillednot only with disgust for you, but" with the ever­
deepening belief that you are destined to disappear off the stage
as Adolf Hitler disappeared ? An army that does what was
done to us is not an army. It is a filthy gang, lacking all ,human
feelingor human dignity, which threatens the foundations of
Human civilisation.

We have determined to purify the Holy Landof this Nazi
filth; and no sacrifice will be too great for us to fulfil this
historic duty, imposed on us not only by our freeedom­loving
people but by the whole of progressive humanity.

Several hours bsfore they Were due to be hanged
in May, 1947, by the British in Jerusalem Gaol,
Meir Feinstein, a soldier oj the lrgun, and Mosh'e
Barzmi (of the F.F.I.) blew themseloes up in
their cell. This is the declaration Meir Feinstein
had made to his ,,judges".

Officers of the Occupation Army,
A ergime of gallows ­ that is the regime you want ot

establish in this country, which was destined to serve as a light.
house for the whole of humanity. And in your stupid wickedness
you assume *at by this regime you will succeed in breaking the
spirit of our people, the people to whom the whole land has
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^Tn/T these recuttmg quest.ons <™ conscience ar,^oSn™ef

reply: We remained aliCT nOt in reI tO ­ TfbZt We

jj^ened here and lsl,kely ot happen ™der yOUI ™le■ the tUle
of treachery, the rule of blood. , ,

Therefore, we shall not be frightened. We cfave learnt^­

the prospect" of a new Maidanek­ 1"^ s>8" '1^ You h^6
tenCtte" with blindness, inLOrdf/haLyOU would le,r^'hsee
sta2e of history, from which the Almighty amoves al' those
fho riseup against the eternal people ^ ^y ". Assy"a
!"d Babylon, Greece and Rome, Spam and Gelman>■ "me
before you ­1 and you ™11 follow in 'heir f"><t5tePs. U IS an
everlasting law.

That ls what 1 wanted to tell you, British officers.you and
those who sent you. As for me 1 have nothing to add heyonA
what my comrade has told you; 1 am a prisoner of war and
j ] *U= "!'.vnc nf■ n nnsoner of war.
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Three soldiers of the Irgun Zvai Leumi are, at
the moment of publication, in the death cell at
Acreprison fortress, ,,sentenced" for participation
in the attack on that fortress on June, 4. 1947 ­
"n attack which, for the first time in history, broke
open the walls of what the British have made the

f Bastille of Eretz Israel. Tens of Hebrew prisoners
of war were liberated in the attack, described ecen
by the enemy as a strategic masterpiece.

The three captives, Avshalom Havio, Meir
Nakar and Jacob Weiss knew the likely fate that
Would await them at the end of their ,,trial'1 by
the British barbarians.
We give here the addresses made to the ,,Court"

by the three. Avshalom Haviv dealt first with the
treatmentby British ,,soldiers" of their captives.

THE LESSON OF IRELAND
(STATEMENT BY AVSHALOM HAVIV)

Officers of the Occupation Army,
After your brains and your heroism had proved incapable

of preventing the breaking open of the walls of the Eretz Isarel
Bastille, blind chance helped you and gave you a mighty
..victory" over someof 'the escapingprisoners/who were unarmed
andover the three of us after our ammunition had run out And this
gave youan opportunity to satisfy your sadism and compensate
your inferiority complex. Your men behaved in the best Nazi
tradition. They shot wounded men lying on the ground, they
allowed no first aid for hours. They abused me patricularly.
They threatened me with death, they tied ropes round my neck,
beat me withjifle­butts and kicked me in the most delicate parts
of my body. When I fainted they brought me round with Birtish
urine mixed with sand and with my own blood. I am not telling
you this in order to complain. I would not complain before you
God forbid. But the peoples of the world should know the
horrible acts carried out by the beasts of prey in this country.

I assume that you know the bloodstained !history of your
rule in Ireland. You will probably remember that there too you
seized a small country and cultured people by force of arms and
deceit, under the cloak ofteligion and under the cover of ,Jaw



sowed ,^­1/Xn //^ £j£Z up against ^,your^^i^^^^^^
,tied to drown tl>e risingJ*'f^T^™ you exlled, you

S6t UP f":3 K^y­^' Lt by d,"t oi
ran am"k'U V,"ak the 5pirit of resistance of the 'ere
persecution you *ould ■ if.f;" he e;[t o[ God to every^ [he spl"t ofresistance whichj­I"sh resistance grew in

{oIgettable memones. .Freerealh^ignorant.I refer "ot ■

the example ot "^lana. L,k,,""\" leaveth s country of
you to™demandtl^wfofho^t whTch are not ­ti"­
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that he must therefore fight with a rope round his neck,
inscreases his risk, but in the same measure adds to his glory,
in the eyes of his compatriots and of the admirers of patriotism
throughout the world. The shot Irishmen will now take their
place beside the Irish martyrs who came before them and beside
the heroes of Poland and Serbia and Belgium, and nothing in
Heaven or earth can prevent it..."

These words were uttered by a wise man who is regarded
as a cynic, thirty years ago and were vindicated to the hilt. And
if your rulers were to study anew the results of wars for freedom,
as we study !hem ; if they were toconsider. the conclusions to be
drawn from the words of Bernard Shawand from the well­known
developments that followed the murder of the Irish prisoners ­
they would long ago have foregone the attempt to crush, with
the aid of gallows or the sword, the rising of a freedom­loving
people. But, as I have said, they are blind and will not learn.
And who knows ? Perhaps this blindness has been given by the
Almighty in or'der to bring upon you, in the course of time,
retribution for all the blood and tears you cfave spilt in our
country and outside it }

But not only the lesson of history have you, British tyrants,
failed to learn. You also do not know the spirit of man. You
believe that with a given number of armed soldiers and of tried
intrigues it will be possible for you to maintain your rule over
a country m revolt, whose inhabitants ­ all of them _ regard
you as invaders, sowing friction and exploiting. It is a fatal error.
Neither the sword nor intrigues can stand up for long against
the spirit of man, the spirit of free man. For this spiirt can do
wonders. It will continue to fight, to revolt and to inspire revolt,
even if you deprive it of its transient body. But you, preachers
of the idea of race, who regard yourselves as supreme rulers
and other peoples as inferiors, you whose empty pride has rob­
bed you of sanity, what have you to do with the spirit of free
man who is ready to risk his life, and even to sacrifice it, for
freedom ?

It is no wonder, therefore, that you have failed to under­
stand also the spirit of the new Hebrew generation. You
wonder ; ,,How come that these jews, who we thought were
cowards, who were the victims of slaughter for generations,
have risen against our rule, fight Our armies, mock at our orders
and, when they stand in the shadow of death, hold death in
contempt ?How come that because of these Jews we are forced
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dBetyertKmoinseodU .^ th^ o[ our Homeland
the catastrophe"?. jD'aP? tJLn Dower to our muscles,

11^BlSsh^ntf^'n­r understand the spirit of free

season!"
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BRBTBSH BANKRUPTS AND BEGGARS
(STATEMENT BY MEIR NAKAR)

British Officers,
As we stand before you we ask ourselves ; before whom are

we standing P You call yourselves judges. We know that you
are not judges but officers of an alien occupation army which
has established itself by force in the country of another people
and holds on to it for its own purposes, with the cruel clamp
of oppression . But this is not the whole reply. For the question
does not refer to you personally, but rather to those who sent
you, to that tyrannical regime which has made you the judges
of the free citizens of this country. Who is this regime P

This can be answered m the words uttered by the delegate
of the Soviet Union in the General Assembly of the United
Nations Organisation ; British rule in Eretz Israel has gone
bankrupt. And that is not the opinion only of Mr. Gromyko.
All the world knows that you are bankrupts in Eretz Israel,
just as in America you are beggars. A Government whose of
ficials have to sit in ghettoes ­ is this a Government P A
Government which spends about half the budget on police
purposes and nevertheless remains helpless in face of the anger
of the people in revolt ­ is this a Government ?

One could bring many facts to prove that your rule here has
bankrupted, and there is no power on earth that can save it
from disintegration or withdrawal. But perhaps the following
fact /s most characteristic. The members of your Pariiament
argued a few months ago that there is only one way to crush
the Hebrew revolt, and that is to set up gallows in the Holy
Land, to murder Hebrew prisoners. And you did it. You com­
mitted one of the basest crimes ; you murdered prisoners of war !
And what did you achieve ? Did you succeed in frightening
anybody ? Did you weaken our people's urge for freedom ? Did
you succeed in crushing the national uprising P You know that
you achieved nothing. The flame of revolt is spreading in this
country and outside it. And you ­ you have brought only
everlasting shame on yourselves by killing prisoners, which has
been regarded everywhere and in every period as a crime
against humanity,
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I" other words ; ey­n this­­■me did not WP VI W^jt
^every sphere and in all it­ attemp­ ­<> dominion ­ mUSt g0.

we shall build it as a country of freedom, of peaCe
progress _ to eternal glorv. , ,, ,"
P 8Yom rulpIS feel insulted whenpeople compare th?f *

Cached to it not by o*er *­"d. but by/OUr 0Wn. , ■t me
For what does the swastika in >*">efy­ ?י"?*"ק" 7'"*Z­

sen," the enslavement of P^le­, the mUt^r7 nvotler^ehy of a wild beast, degeneration, ™""P"0" and araf7 0*"
^characteristic of the terrible moral Je*".™>>f t ­~X
?v Rut above all ­ and this even you will adnllt Ts
Sjea" svmS represents *­ ^11^ Of JeWS■YeS',h "5reoi
will be Iemembered for 8enerat,o"s tO(C?T a""ndtr"eck

tuilaof JewsTthe killer of Jews ­ bearer­ a £":a.st1;kal'f "Ot

since the destruction of the killer of Jew­ m Bet!n? ls,lt r
afac,,hat she ha­ taken fIOm hi­ hand the­wa­t,ka and Y^
liswi*it ? I­ not Britain the only State ""he w"tld ,^1ch^a sTafe 1 kil,s Jews? Are notMM *Me* 'I5d' ingZ
llews in Jerusalem ana m Famagusta, in Hal*a. and,ln. ,H16£ZJ Eretz l­,ael and " EuorPe? > "OtB"\alnn^ !To,
1ens 0 thousand­ of Jews in concentration cam,PS? ^"nue
Britain threaten the lives of our people wherever the<' are tO bC

found ? ן

Britain ­ is killing Jews. That i­ tne task <'ou h,aVe X^r
™,­elves, that is the name you have given yourselves through­
out ,he world. You will not be washed ^an of "' <.ust.a*fNaZ'
Germany will "ever be Wa^d0If.; TlHat 7 I" /vZ5cratch the sign of the swastika off the Union Jack, off rouf
lfagTFoTitis no, ordinary glue that caches " to y"u but
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something which cannot be removed. It is attached to you with­
blood, with the blood of our brothers, wich you have shed
throughout the world, which you are continuing to shed here­
and outside our country.

Yes, Britain a gigantic swastika today covers you, justas .the
hatred which it represents has filled your heart. You have ac­
cepted a mission ; to finish what your teacher Hitler did not
manage to finish. Therefore, like him, so will you too leave
the stage of history and you' will be inscribed in history with
a name that will pursue you to eternity ; killer of Jews. But you
will not fulfil your plans. Just as the Nazo­German swastika was
smashed, so will the Nazo­British swastika be smashed. God
who helped David defeat Goliath will help the bearers of the
Star of David defeat the bearers of the swastika, who defile
the Holy Land.

Long live the people of Israel. Long live the Hebrew
Homeland. Long live freedom.

AN APPEAL TO UNO
(STATEMENT BY JACOB WEISS)

Officers of the Occupation Army,
1 cannot begin without exposing the barbaric maltreatment

of wounded prisoners which I witnessed when I was captured.
Ascfbel, Amrani, Brenner, Benado, Daar, Moscovitch , Shmuk­
ler and others had scores of bullets shotat them at short range­
in spite of the fact they were unarmed ­ for they were not
among the attackers but among the escaping prisoners. But your
soldiers' efficiency is" still low, and in spite of the many
wounds inflicted, many of them did not die immediately and
were brought bleeding to the courtyard of the police sta­
tion. 1 here they were thrown on the ground ­ not, God forbid,
ona. stretcher ­ and they lay thus for six hours while their blood
flowed like water. Dozens of beasts in the image of human­
beings stood around with their hands in their pockets. Their
only concern was to prevent us from Bringing first aid. And in
fact they succeeded in thus killing Ashbel, and Brenner, and1
Benado, and Amrani and Nissim Levi. It is obvious that these
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}ighting. And lf. m,'hf tP*Tubt the {,J of retaliation will

rest, be repaid m Ml. . .,,

to stay J,eremuch longer. h^ tackles of slavery and t"
can do to grip *e """?"? ln^ ■tful ownersYou concent­
break the spirit ­.\ '" clt1zens andrtlnded yourselves with^ 7tF "f^ ^d re­youTavesp'ent millions o"
scores o{ kilometres ?■ 1T liatenvou have deported,

resistance ^ <>" thceLont/aIy­fZ­aUows it s getting
l/1e gallows and P<=^^^"™ufchurchiuT­ compelled to

^ZiT JtuJoJ which all the world 'e­­ds ­ *ebank­
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ruptcy of your rule, you were compelled to bring the problem
of Eretz Israel before the United Nations Organisation. Of
course your representatives did not go before the international
institution with. pure motives. It is not justice that they seek
there, but authority to perpeuate your rule and a free hand for
your cruelties. But the United Nations Organisation, in spite
of the satellites of Britain sitting there, is not yet subject to the
discipline of your rulers. Not all that you desireddid youachieve
there, or are able to achieve. And the first proof of this is the
decision of the General Assemblyto call both on Governments
and on peoples to refrain from the use of force during the work
of the international Committee on Palestine.

There is no ambiguity in this decision, seeing that your
Government is the only Government using force m this country .

It is obvious that it is she who was called upon by the Genera!
Assembly of UNO to stop threatening or using force until UNO
reaches a decision. Your Government will be obliged to submit
to this decision or to accept full responsibility for the breach
of this decision, In this case I have no doubt that the countries
who are not your satellites and who gave their names to this
resolution will not permit you to make a mockery of the will of
the international institution and of theirs signatures. UNO will
demand that you carry out its decisions.

The peoples of the world know that to maintain military
courts in a country not your own ; to make alien officers judges
of free citizens ; and to threaten the murder of prisoners, is to
threaten the use of force. Persistence in this course, which, is
intolerable in any circumstances, becomes, in the light of the
decision of UNO, an international crime, an outrage against all
the peoples who gave their cupport to his decision.

Consequently, from this place in which the decision of the
peoples is being pridefully trampled upon, we call on the United
Nations Organisation, on its fact­finding Committee and to all
the independent States v/ko voted for the Norwegian resolution,
that they intervene and that they do not permit the British
enslavers, who break the laws of humanity,. to place Hebrew
citizens before a military coutr and to murder Hebrew prisoners.
We hold your threats of murder in contempt, but we are certain
that international intervention will come, now that this time,
there have been placed in the scales, among other factors, the
honour of humanity and the honour of many free States.
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IRGOU1 TSEVAI LBOUMI
be'Eretz Israel

LA LUTTE HEBBEUE POUR LA LIBERATION RATIONALE.

Documents Assortis Concernant ses.
Principe s et Developpement,
et, Illustrant ses chemins..

Les documents suivants ne forarent pas l'histoire de 1'Irgoun
Tsevai Leoumi ni de ses luttes. II est encore trop tot pour presenter
ceux­la. Us constituent, pourtant, une image claire de cette foi qui
inspire les soldats du I1Irgoun, et de cette force d'ame et d1 esprit qui
a donne jour a la grandeur comme celle de Dov G­ruener et de Meir Feinstein;
et des milliers d'autres qui, jeunes et avides de vivre, neanmoins sont
toujours prets a sacrifier leurs vies dans la lutte pour la liberte de
leur peuple.

Les pages suivantes contiennent, entre autres, pertaines decla­
ration et annonee s faites pas I1Irgoun durant certaines phases de sa lutte,
documents qui eclaircissent le fond de l'histoire du L'Irgoun ainsi que
certains evenearent s ­ appels, qui tcus proviennent de la seule source qui
fait exister I1 I rgoun: la connaissance que la liberation nationale et
1'independance ne peut s'achover que sur la voie intransigeante de lutte
armee contre l'opprimeur tyrf.­.nnique, jusqu1 a ce qu1 il atandonne not re pays; ■

la connaissance que son a"bstination de nous voler not re patrie etd'et rangier
notre peuple peut Stre vaincue par no'tre obstination plus grande q^e la
sienne d'etre libres, par notre refus d'etre dupes de ses belles paroles
ou poltrons devant sa force brutale, par 1 1usage de tous lesmoyen s a
notre disposition pour arriver a notre but,

1 .
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Suivant les chemins des Nazis Allemands, le tyran anglais qui,
durant not re lutte, a reussi .de arcttre sa main sur les soldats de 1' Irgoun,
a refuse de les traiter en prisonniers de guerre. En contreai sant .les
lois, qu' il professe de reconnaitre., il a forme des "tribunaux1' geres par
desoff iciers deI1Armeed1 Occupation pour juger les citoyens iHebreux et
les "condamner" a de longucs annees d1isolation ou ­ a mort,

Les soldats de 1' Irgoun," juges" de cette maniere, ont, Men
entendu, refuse de reconnaitre la validite des tribunauxAnglo ­Nazis* Us
ont transaris leur luttc d8i1s les tribunaux areme et y ontprononce des
declarations eclairci s sant 0s les raisons de leur guerre et les droits dus
aux soldats hebreux. Quelques­unes de ces declarations, dignes de la
grande tradition des martyrs revolutionnaires de tout temps et de toutes
nations,f ormcnt une part da la brochure prdsente.

La r>remiere a ete faite par Amnon Moskovitz, une des "accuses"
dans le "proces des Vingt" ~ vingt jeunes hommes du village de Shuni, con­
damnes en Octobre 1945 aux longs terares dc prison pour "possession des
armes".
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LE_DEVOIR DE SE EEVOLTER_ .

Declaration faite par Amnon Moskovitz
devant la Cour Martiale

BientSt vou's allez­ me condamner a de longues annees de prison.
Vous allez mep river de la chose plus cJiSre dans la vie d'un homme civi­
lise: la liberte. Ce droit dont la source est la force brutale, vous
oblige ou mo ins a un devoir d1humanite: vous devez savoir qui est celui
que vous jugez, les mains de qui vous voulez lier, a qui est­ce que vous
iarposez cessouffranco s physiques etno rales,

Les details biographiques de ma vie et de celle de rn.es cainarade s,
les autres accuses, ne vous diront rien. Nous sommes de j eune s Hebreux
commeily en a a Eretz Yisrael par milliers. Chacun d'eux aurait pu
£tre a notre place, car vous savez Men que nous ne sommes pas les pre­
miers et sftrement Das les derniers qui avons ete pris de la forteresse
d1Acre pour paraftre devant vous pour retourner de nouveau, pour longtearps,
dans ses cellules obscures. Pour ce but, si vous voulez conna£tre l'ac­
cuse hebreu qui attend votrc decision avec indifference et avec calme,
vous n!avez pas be so in d1examiner ses papier s ni son age, ni meme sa
culture, mais son ame, ses convictions, sa croyance et ses ideals.

Nous sommes les fils d'une certaine famille. Dans la me sure
ou elle pousse en Eretz Yisrael c'est une famille Hebreue mais pas exclu­
sivement Hebreue, O'est une famille universelle par son essence. La
duree de son existence est 1'eternite; son e space vitale, tout le globe
terrestre; le secret do son existence c'est sa foi; son sort ­ la souf­
fro,nce; son bonheur, 10 sacrifice; son ennemi ­ 1' oppression; son dra­
peau ­ la liberte; et son nom quel est­il7 Elle s'appelle ia ■^SfifiS^SE*
Oui, Messieurs, nous somme les fils de la grande famille dela~*EGsi stance
Hebreue et humaine. Nos ance^tres spirituels sont partis du petit vil­
!age de Modi in pour se soulever contre un puissant empire. qui pretendait
imposer sa force et son esprit au peuple de s prophetes; nos anc^tres
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sont sortis des rochers, pour combattre un autre empire et ont laisse, de
cette luttc, deux monument s etcrnels: Jodephet et Massade;ils . sont aussi
parini ceux qui dorarent leur sommeil eternel parmi les decombres de Bethar;
ce sont les in surge ants de Bar­Kochba et les eleves de Rabbi Akiva qui ont
uni d'une fagon indivisible le livre et I1 epee. Ceux­la sont nos peres
spirituels Hebreux. Et quand a nos freres spiritue'ls, ils se trouvent non
seulement dans ce pays mais partout: au dela des mers, derriere les
arontagnes, dans le passe et dans 10 present. Leurs traces vous m&neront
aux Thermopyles G­recques, a votre Bunny Mede, aux Champ s de Kossovo Serbes,
a Yorktown d'Ameriquc, a la Bastille Francaiso ct a.ux. "arille volontaires"
de G­aribaldi, aux partisansYougo slaves, aux araqui s frangais, et aux lut­
texirs de la G­re ce noderne, Partout ettou jours vous les rencontrerez ­
ceux dont nous somarcsf iers d' etrc freres d' arme s et freres d'anie.

II fut un t emp s ­ comme il nous p arai t loin dans nos jours ou

I1 egoisme degoutant regne­ou les memijres de cette famille s1 entr1 aidaient
comme le font de freres veritable s: le Frangais Lafayette, le Polonais
Pulaski, 1' Italien G­aribaldi, se sont battus pour 1 ' Independance Aarericaine;
1 'Anglais Byron,s'e st battu pour 1' Independance de la G­rece ou il a t rouve
sa mort. Bt du temps de MazzLni on vit s'0 rgani se r non seulement la "Jeune
Italie", mais aussi la "Jeune Europe" qui unit tous les peuples avidas de
liberte, 0p1>riares par maints tyrans, mais dont l'ennemi coarnun etait L! op­
presion.

Mai s ce n1 est pas 1 ' a,ppui mutucl entre les coarbattants des deux
paysdifferent s, qui constitue le fait particulier de cette.f ajnille de la
resistance humaine. Quelque chose d1autre determine sa veritable nature
malgrd les differences d'epoque, d.e lieu et d'origine.­ C'est l'esprit,
C' est cet Esprit invincible de resistance au 1.1al ;c1 estl'<3 spirt qui se
revolte m^me contre des forces onormes, c'est l'esprit immortel de
1'insurgance, qui tend aux plus hautes aspiration malgre les sacrificoe,
la souffrance et la persecution. Et c1 est cet esprit eternel, j'cese
vous le declarer, qui fait tourner les roues de la civilisation humaine,
c1 est lui qui nous pousse a 1' avant , qui nous a donne le feu et la
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luniere et qui nous tire do 1'obscurite chaque fois ou quelqu'un ­ un
dictateur individuel ou une tyrannic collective ­ aspire a nous y Jeter
ou nous emp&che d'on sortir.

Je ne parle pas seulement des valours spirituelles, malgre qu'a
mon avis ce sont elles cui font l'histoire. Tout le monde reconnalt, que
si ce n'e tai t pour cete spirt de Resistance qui, par ses .multiples arani­
festations, se transmet de generation a generation et de peuple a,peuple ­
Hitler serai aujourd'hui le seul inaftre de 1 1Europe et pout 6tre me'rne du
monde entier.

Mais je veux m1arreter a une evenement dont cet esprit de re­
si stance etait la source et sans qui on ce nonent­ci, probab lament nous ne

serious pas en vie, vous en tnxit que Juge s Britanniques et nous en t ant
qu1 accuses Hebreux. Cet evenenent, je veux 1'evoquer devant vous:

II y a de cela a peu prbs 170 ans, il y avait encore en Aarerique

du lord treize colonies ■britnnniques. A leur t£te se trouvait un G­ou­

verneur Anglais, et elles etaitregie s par les loi s Anglaises. Le s imports
etaient percus par un Anglais et leurs relations mutuelles aussi que les
relations entre la population indigene et iarnigrante etaient regimes par
un agent Anglais. De quelle fagon les fonctionnaires Britanniques admi­
ni strait ces colonies d'Anorique, il est facile d'apprendre d'un document
authentique qui date du 4 Juillet 1776 et qui dit entre autres:

11(10 roi d'Angletorre) a refuse d1approuver les lois priarordiales
et necessaires pour assurer le Men <ftTc general.

II s'est efforce d'empechor 1 'agrraid is semen t de la population de

ces colonies en s'opposant aux lois de naturalisation des etrangers; en
refusant d' approuver des lois qui tendaient a encourager I1immigration et
en multipliant les obstacles a 1'acquisition des terrains.

II a rendu les juges dependants de sa seule volonte.

II a, forme un nombre considerable de nouveaux bureaux, y envoya
un tas de nouveaux fonctionnaires dans 1'intention d1opprimer la popula­
tion et d'avaler les produits de son travail.
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** a fait des efforts avec 1'aide d'autres, pour nous soumettre,
a une legislation qui estet range re a notre constitution, et qui n'est
pas reconnue par nos lois, en ce qu1il a donne son appui aux actes juridi­
ques sans valuer legale:

A fin de maintenir parmi nous­de fortes formations arilitaires.
A fin de les defendre par des pro ces derisoires contre la peine

de mort due pour assassinats commits par eux contre la population de ces
colonies,

A fin de coupe r nos relations commerciales avec les autres parties
du aronde.

A fin de nousfrapper des imports que nous n'avons jaaraisaccepts s

A fin de nous priver de notre privilege de paraitre devant des
tricfunaux des jures.

A fin de nous tannir au dela des mers, pour £tre juges pour des
crimes imaginaires. "

J'ai attire votre attention sur ces faits, parce­qu1ils demon _
trent clairement que de are­me qu1il n'y a qu'un seul chemin de lutter pour
la justice et1' independance, ainsi il n'y a qu'une seule voie d1 oppression.
Les paroles ci­rdessus ont ete ecrites il y a presque deux cents ans, £

Philade lphie. Mais on pourrai t a.uta,nt les ecrire aujourd'hui encore, h

Jerusalem, car tout ce que Jefferr­on a incrimine contre vous peut e*tre dit
par unJuif,Mi eux encore: un repre sent ant du peuple Juif pourrait y
aj outer une longue liste d!at>us, d1 oppression et de meurtres. Non seule­
ment vous ^tes coupaMe des meurtres d'Avraharn Stern, Avraham Amper et
Itzhak Jak, assassines r>arl'off icier Morton qui n'a meme pas ete traduit
devant un de vos tritunaux derisoires ( mai s, ayant­ ete, au contraire eleve
d.ans son rang, a cculc7nent ete force de s'enfuir d'ici en peur de la
vengeance de la jcuhoskc Hebreue^ .' Je nepar10 pas seulement­ de cos
meurtres ni do I1 assassinat du jeunc Ashcr Tartner de Haifa, mai s aussi et
surtout du meurtre inoui dans l'histoire humaine : de la mort de six mil­
lion Juif s, assassines par vos lois.
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Mais retournons aux colonies Anglaises d'Amerique. Apr'es ce
que leurs habitants se rcndirent compte que votre pouvoir constituait un
pouvoir d'oppression, ils ont decide de se soulever, armes en main, afin
d'etablir leur propregouvemoment, Cette lutte, son developpment et son
aboutissement sont connus. L'une des etap es principales fut Yorktown 0­u

votre general CornwallLs, a du capitule devant I1insurge Washington,

Mais suppo sons ppur un instant que Conrwallis aurait reussi a
prendre prisonnier Washington, Jefferson, Leo, Benyamin Franklin, Adams,

T aylo r et tous ceux qui signerent la Declaration de 1' Independance et
inciterent 16 peuplo a la revolte ouverte contre vous. II y aurait eut
naturellement un tribunal de guerre pour juger tous ceux qui ont ose se

soulever contre vos lois, ct qui ont pris les armes contre votre pouvoir.
II y aurait alors eu un proems de vingt ou cinquante personnes, et cos
personnes, sans aucun doute, aurai ent ete condamnees pour 5,10,15,20 annees
de prison. On aurait mentionne dans l'histoire de votre pays ­ si on
s1 en souvenait en general, que que 1que s "criininels^ americains qui ont
tente de se soulever contre votre gracieuxgouvernement, ont recu la puni­
tion que leur etait due ot, comme Churchill a proclame il. y a que 1que s .

mois: on aurait crie: En avant , Britania, vive la cause de la liherte.
Eeflechissez pour un instant, Messieurs les Juges, a cette possi­

bilite. Ses consequences ne sont pas simples. Si les cho se s se serai ent
passees ainsi, votre G­ouverncur si^gerait encore a: !Jew York et nous
aurions dans le meilleur des cas un dominion britannique dont le develop­
pement et la ­copulation nedepas serai ent pas, comme le montre 1' experience,
ceux du Canada. J'ai I1impression que tout Anglais aujourd'hui tremble et
frissonne rien qu'a y penser, parce que, Messieurs les Juges, dans ce cas
vous seriez finis. Car, ou Men depui s longtomps l'Bmpereur G­uillaume
aurait de ja mis fin A votre puissance mondiale et a vos progres acheves
par des generations; et il est sur que Adolf Hitler vous aurait conquis
et aurait change ce peuple qui chante "L1Anglais doit etre litre ou
mourir" en un peuple d'esclaves ou un peuple mort.
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Ce serait aussi certainement la fin de tous les peuples, et vous
ne seriez aujourd'hui les juges; nous serionsde ja, ensemble depui s long­
temps dans un camp de travaux forces, ou dans un tombeau. Ce n'est pas
un secret que, sans les Etats­Unis, sans sesavion s et ses tanks, s es armes,
son industrie et ses soldats, sans tout cela qui existe grace a la victo­ *

rieuse revolts Americaine contre votre oppression1'humanite litre n'aurait
pas surve­cu. Vous voyez done que ce qui etait crime aux yeux d'un Corn­
xvalli s, etait un bienfait non seulement aux yeux d'un Washington, mais aussi
aux yeux du Dieu des destins, ce Dieu qui parfois sauve les petit­fils
des Conrwallis par les mains des petit­fils des Washington,

Ne vous etonnez done pas si nous avons appris des nos fr1e res
spirituels non seulement a accuser l'oppresseur mais a le combat t re aussi.
Ne vous etonnez pas si nous sommes imbus de cette morale remplissante les
simples paroles de ce document du 4 Juillet 1776 dont le preambule dit:

"Nous croyons £tre une verite sans be so in de preuve, que les
hommes ont ete crees egaux, que le Createur leur a donne divers droits
inalienable s: entre autres ­ le droit de vivre, le droit au bonheur Gt

le droit d1 etre librec Que en vued1 assurer ces droits les homines ont
etablisdes'gouvernement s dont le pouvoir provient de 1' acceptation des
gouvernes; que si quelque forme de gouvernement devient nuisible a ces
but, il est lc droit des citoyens de le changer ou de l'abolir et de mettre
a sa place un autre gouvernement base sur ces principes, et qui serait
o rgani se d'une fag on qui, selon les gouvernees serait capable de leur
assurer la securite et le bonheur. Haturellement, la prudence demande de
ne pas changer des G­ouvcrnemonts qui existentdepui slongtemps pour des
raisons futiles et passagbres, et 11experience montre que 1'humanite pre­
fbre de souffrir dans une me sure limitee, plutot que de chercher d'ame­
lieration en detruisant les formes auxquelles elle est habituee, Mais
lorsque une serie d'abus et d'usurpationspoursuivan t le me^me but, de­
montre le dessein d1 impose r au peuple une tyrannie absolue^ c 1est le droit
et le devoir des cifoyens d1 abolir ce Gouvernement et de nornmer dos
gardiens nouveaux pour maintcnir la securite de leur avenir,"
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J'ai cite devant vous cc preambule historique, parce­qu'il re!­
flete presque exactcment la situation en Eretz­Yisrael et not re* chemin re­
volutionnaire. Votre gouvernment, nous a prive de tous les droits ina­
li enables donnes a chacun par le createur. II a prive notre peuple du

droit de vivre. Par sa faute, en vertu des lois derisoires qui ont ferine
les portes de notre patrie devant nos freres, des millions de Juifs ont
ete massacres dans les paysdacmes de notre dispersearont; sur l'insti­
gation des agents et des emissaires gouvernementaux des massacres ont eu
lieu ici a quatre reprises et presque mille Juifs y ont peri; par sa
faute, par sa volonte satanique des dizaines de milliers meurent encore
dans des camps de concentration et camps des refugies, sur les grand routes
de 1' Europe et sur ses rives, Votre s gouvernearent nous a vole le droit a
la liberte Qu'est­ce quo la liberte, qui refuse l'abri a nos freres qui
imploront lour salut? Qu'est­ce que la liberte ou nous ne pouvons pas de­
velopper a notre aise les res sources de notre pays suivant nos capability s

et notre science qui comare vous 10 savez ne sont pas pi res des votre s ­
pour fairc ce pays nourrir des millions de gens heureux, comme il en etait
dans l'antiquite ou 6 to 7 millions habitaicnt Sretz Yisrael. Qu'est­cc
que la liberte ou fonctionnaire s devorent les frui ts de notre labeur et
gloutonnent le jus de nos os par les impots qu1ils imposent? Qu1est­ce
que la liberte ou le G­ouvemment n;est pas le notre, ou les lois regnant
ne sont iias les notres, ou les agents qui parlent au nom du pays, ne sont
pas nos agent s? Qu1 est~ce q.ue la liberte, ou notre patrie est gouverne
par une administration qui viole ses engagements et qui fait une farce de

ses propres promesses? Non, Messieurs, sous votre gouvernment il n'y a
pas de vie pour notre p curie, II n'y a pas de liberte Vous nous avez
prives de l'un et de l'autrc comme vous nous avez prives du droit au
bonheur, Comment pouvons 110us aspirer au bonheur, lorsque nous voyons
nos freres, nos peres et nosm■e res massacres etassas sines sans pitie, rien
qu'a cause d'etre empeches par.vous de venir nous joindre7 Oomment

pouvons nous penser au bonheur lorsque jour et nuit nous voyons appa­
raitre devant nous les images non seulement des crematoires et camps

d' extermination, mais les phantomes de nos freres qui dans les canrps

aujourd'hui vivant ou se arourant, sontaffame s, malade s, huarilies, battus ­
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Ainsi: pui sque votre pouvoir est devcnu un pouvoir (!'oppression
dans le sens lc plus terrible de ce mot, puisqu. ' il s1 earparo du droit do

vivre des millions et leur defend la liberte et le bonhoiir, done comme

l'ont declare les lutteurs americains, not re droit et notre devoir est de
combatt re pour3,1301ir ce pouvoir et 10 romp1ace r d'autre, Hebreu, qui
saura. veiller a, la securite et a. I1 avenir du peuple massacre. Le droit
de resistor 1' oppression est un des droits naturals de tout homme civilise,
Vous le trouverez aussi dans l'article 2 de la "Declaration des Droits de

1.Homme et du Citoyen" qui naquit des flames de la Revolution Francaise et
que guide aujourd'hui encore la pensee de l'humanite civilisee. Celui
que se sert de ce droit, non seulernent il ne comme t pas de crime mais, au
contraire, il accomplit son devoir, Celui qui n1 accompli t pas son devoir
doit avoir honte de lui­meme, de son egoisme et de son peur, Celui qui
persecute les gardiens du ' devo ir sac re, devrait avoir honte d1 etre tyran­
nique et vil.

Personne ne peut nous accuser d'avoir entrepris cette lutte ,avec
legerete, Personne ne peut dire que nous n1avons pas essayd d1autres
voies d1explication et d!influence morale. Durant 25 ans le peuple he­
breu n'a cesse de faire appel a votre conscience, a la conscience du

peuple anglais; vous nous avez dit qu'Eretz Yisrael est un pays aride;
nous avons demontre qu1on peut le transformer en un jardin florissant;
vour avez soutonu que nous exploitions les Ara"be s et que nous les chassion ­
ces memes Arabs que vous laissez expres analphabetes, plonges dans la mala­
die et la mi sere, dans tous les pays nombreux gouvernes par vos creature et
vos aides. Nous avons p ourt ant demontre que notre colonisation enrichit
la population Arabe qui a nos cotes prospere et pourri dans les pays voisins.
Aucun de vos argument s­0erfides et pleins de mensonges n1 est reste sans
reponse et sans refutation de notre part. A toute persecution, a chs,que
Livre Blanc nous avons repondu par un cri de detresse et par un appel a
votre conscience, a votre integrite et a vo s sentiments humaines. Mais
en vain. Le manque de resistance etait interprete par vous comme accord;
nos supplications comme signe de faiblesse. Tout acte de votre parjure
etait suivi par une autre, plus abject, Tout abus etait suivi d'un
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autre plus humiliant; jusqu'au jour ou vous avez declare que nous ne
forarerons dans not re patrie jamais plus que le tiers de la population et
jusqu'alf acte que jamais nous ne pouvons outlier ni pardonner m£me si
nous voulons ©tre si magnanime apres la formation de 1'etal Hebreu ­ la
ferareture des portes de la patrie quand nos freres etaient massacres et
extermines,

Nos appels etaient vains. Won seulement vous .les avez ignores.
Vous vous avczmoc que de nous. La preuve peut y §tre trouve dans les
sources Anglaises: dans les mots du grand Wedgewood qui a ete considere
par vos seigneurs en Don Qui cho te et raconteur d'histoires, quand il vous
a dit en 1942 qu'il ainerait inciter tous les Juifs du Pays d1 Israel a
commettre des actes de violence et a I1 insurrection. Parceque ­ c'est
ainsi qu1il a dit ­ ces actes sont parfois les actes de sauvetage ­ arais
votre censure totalitaire ne permet pas qu'un seul not de se genre atteint
le peuple d'Eretz Yisrael, Pans le m§me di scours Wedgewood a repete ce

qu'il avait dit dans son message pour la litre Amerique. Ainsi a dit ce

lutteur de justice au monde obscure: "Tout d'abord les arares ­ en suite la
terre ­ et puis la liberte" et il continua, comme suit:

"II y a des gens qui pensent que tout sera ­bien quand la
guerre finit; que "Struma", "Patria" et tous les meurtres
ont ete une necessite pour le Gouvernement afin de ne pas
irriter les Arabes dans ce moment difficile. Illusions!
Les Arabe s ne sont qu'une excuse; ilsne sont pas la cause.
Les changements qui doivent s'effectuer, le doivent dans
le sein de I1 Administration Palestinienne mSme. C'est
elle qui est interessee a prouver que la Declaration
Balfour et irreali sable, que c'est elle, l'Administra­
tion, que avait raison. II n'y a rien a esperer du
Gouvernement Anglais en Palestine. Un abfme trop pro­
fond a ete c reuse par les bombes qui ont detruit le
"Struma". Je voulais pour mes compatriots l'honneur et
la gloire d'etre les restaurateur de Jerusalem, de faire
justice, d'etablir la liberte. Mes mots tombent en
vain. Mes compatriotes ne feront pas ces choses. Je
n'y peut rien. Nous devons prier 1 ' Ame rique de nous
liberer de ce devoir. II n'y . a plus rien a demander
de la Grande Bretagne..."
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Si un Anglai s apro nonce ces paroles­un des tres peux nomtireux
qui ne sont pas torntee au pi^ege des ruses de votre Gouvernement; si la
realite en Eretz Yisrael est telle qu'elle est, est­ce surprenant, qu'aprls
avoir vainearent appele a votre raison, nous avons enfin eu recours a la
force et demandons de tous nos f re res de se soulever en revolte contre
votre regne perfide? Qu1 est­ce que vous avez attendu.7 Est­ce que vous
avez puimagine r que nous resteronspassif s et allons nous satisfaire avec
des larares amkres et des mots vides, t andi s ce que vous nous volerez ce
que nous avons de plus precieux ­ notre patrie7 Est­ce que vous pensiez
vraiment qu'on puisse maltraiter sans fin une nation grande et malheureuse?
Est­ce que vous aviez 1'intention de faire de nous quelque autre tribu
de Zulus? Ne vous e*tes vous pas apercus que dans ce pays une genera­
tion nouvelle est nee saine de corps et forte d'esprit, riche de coeurs
aimant s et cerveaux createurs,ay ant des mains donees pour construction
et pour bataille?

Si avec toute votre intelligence tel etait l'etat de votre esprit,
vous avez ete aveugles. Vous n'avez pas prevu qu'un jour, viendrait et ce

peuple, qui vous pjvai t consideres amis et Menfaiteurs, se levera en re­
volte et arrachera de vos visage le masque, et dira au monde! voici ceux
qui ne veulent qu'opp rimer les autre s; voici ceux qui negligent leur
devoirs; voici ceux qui violent la Loi internationale, Et ne faites pas
semblant que cela vous est egal pui sque ­vous avez des tanks et desavion s

pour proteger votre Empire et ses grand­routes* Votre prop re histoire
vous a instruit que quand un opprimeur tlanc rencontre 1'opprime blanc en
revolte, c'estI1 opprimeur qui e.st defait. VousI1 avez vu en Amerique
du Word, Vous 1'avez vu en Afrique du Sud et en Irlande qui est proche
de votre fie, Les Allemands, eux aussi, I1 ont apt) ri s en Europe. Et
vous l'apprendrez ici, es Eretz Yisrael. Nous n'avons pas d1illusions
de grandeur. Nos force sont petites et peu importantes vis­a­vi s des
votre s. Mais il y a un principe que se repute dans l'histoire: une
grande force qui tend a ruiner et a subjuguer est sans importance, Une

petite force qui a pour objet la liberte et la justice, est enorme.
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Naturellearent nous ne sommes pas entres dans cette guerre le
coeur. logop. Nous savons que le phearin e st difficile et nombreux permi
nous tombcront. Nous regrettons ccs victimes. Da"ns la dearil re genera­
tion, not re peuple a donne un nombre de victimes qu'aucun autrc peuple nk

jaarais donne.C est pour cela que cbaque goutte de sang Hebreu est plus
chkre maintenant que 'jamagLs. Je vous p± dit aus­si que nous appartenons
a 13, grande famille huaraine de la resistance internationale. Helas,
cette famille qui meprise la force, est obligee dans la plupart des cas de
s'en servir. Elle aurait voulu aranier la bSche et la plume et elle doit
aranier les armes. Notrefami lie croit que l'homme n'a pas ete cree pour
tuer son voisin, niai s, au contraire, pour continuer avec lui l'oeuvre du
Createur. Pendant les six jours de la creation­, Dieu a jette les bases
du aronde; le reste: la decouverte du feu et de l'energie atomique il a
laisse a celui qu'il a cree a son image, a 1'homme. Nous ancetres et nos
frere spirituels ont reve d'un monde de justice et de f raternite, d'un monde

de paix et d'aide et (!'entente mutuelle; , Nous aussi ne desirons qu'un
tel monde ot nous voulons not re peuple d'y participer, parce que nous avons
ete eleves dans I1 esprit des 10 is Hebraique et dans la tradition et les
visions des Prophetes,

Malgre cela, ou a cause de cela la lut t e armes en main, a toujour
ete la part des combattants pour la liberte. II est vrai que 1'nomme

n1 est pas ne pour tuer, mais non plus pour tuer son pro chain. II est
vrai aussi qu1il n'a pas ete ne pour as servir son voisin, mais non plus

s

pour etre fait esclave, ■H si quelqu'un sc leve pour vous tuer, ou pour
vous reduire a l'esclavage, vous devez lutter contre lui avec les m enres

moyens dont il se sert contre vous: le fer . contre le fer; la force contre
la force; le cerveau contre le cerveau; le sang contre le sang. Tel
est I1iarperatif moral, humain et divin.

Nous agissons suivant cette prescription, laquelle sera suivie,
un gour, par toute la jeunesse Hebreue. C'est pour cela que vous nous
trouvez si calmes quand nous entrons la voie de souffrance, Parce qu1il
est bien de lutter pour Sxon et de souffrir pour Sion; et tout vaut la ■
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pcinc d1 £tre fait j.our la redemption. de ce peuple. Hous ne somme s pas
seuls eti soles, Le monde litre, le monde honn£te qui a suMt les
eprcuves de la guerre de liberation, 35ra a nos cOtes. II n'abandonnera
pas £. son sort ce peuple antique qui se regenere; qui ne veut doniner
personne mais se literer lui­mSmo; qui n1 aspire pas a detruire mais a
batir; qui ne veut pas I1 expansion mais le ressemtdement; qui ne veut
pas arourir mais vivre en liberte et dignite coarme chaque peuple. ­Le

monde libre ­et peut­6tre les meilleurs de vos p rop re s fils ­ nous tendra
appui; le fruit de not re souffrance et de nos sacrifices sera la victoire,
celle de la justice et de la verite.

Et, vous mes jeunes freres preparez vous a passer les neilleurs
annees de vos jeunes vies dans la Bastille d'Eretz Tisrael.Soyez fiers
qu'il fut de votre sort de rearplir votre devoir sac re et de suivre ce chemin
historique qui fut ouvert il y a vingt cinq ans par notre grand instituteur,
Zeev Jabotinsky. Happelez vous quo notre sacrifice quoique gr"nd en lu­i­
meme n'est rien par rapport au sacrifice de s millions de nos freres pour
not re peuple, son exi stance, sa croyance et son renouvellement. RapPelez
vous notre serment, Et rappelez vous encore; toute Bastille, qu'elle
soit a Paris ou sur les rives de la Mediterranee, sera a la fin detruite.
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Le "tribunal" militrire anglais et lc rnonde ont entendu les
raisons donnees par Itzhak Ganzweich, un ­partisan on Po~
lognc, pour lesquelles il a joint la bataille,

LE_CHEMIN DU SOLDAT_HEBEEU.

)Declaration deI1 Accuse Itzhak Ganzweich)

Ma declaration est strict omen t pcrsonnello. Je veux vous
donner quelques details sur mon passe recent, Non parce que ces de tai1s
sont important s en eux­memes, mais parcc qu ' il s sont caracteristiqu.es de
la destinee juive etmet tent en 111miere le genre de rapports exi stant
entre la Grande­Bretagne et nous. Je laisse M vous­m&nes et a votre
conscience le soin de conclure.

J'ai 1'honneur de vous informer, Messieurs, que je viens de la
Vallee du Massacre en Pologno. Je suis arrive en Eretz Yisrael il n'y
a q'un an et demi. Vous no trouverez sur aroi a,ucun signe exterieur prou­
vant ma lutte et celle de mes freres. Nous sommes apparus dans les
ghettos en tant que combattants anonyares, Cemme tels, nous avons vecu
dans les forets et attaque les patrouiLles allemande s. En petit nonbre,
affane s ct solitaires nous avons tenu ferme contre la force militaire la
plus­puissante et la plus cruelle qui se so it jamais levee en Europe* ■

Personne n'a enregistre nos actes, personne n'a reconnu nos sacrifices*
N'etait­ ­ce pour ce proces et1' obligation intime que je ressens d'ap­
paraftre devant ce tribunal britannique non en tant qu1individu, mais en
tant que rep resen tant du sang juif verse abondaarment, en tant que repre­
sentant__de 1 'isolemeht_juif unique_dans l_|_histoire, ­ je serais reste ano­
nyme jusqu'a ,la fin de mes jours, anonyme parmi les milliers de mes cama­

rade s qui ont lutte avec aroi da,ns la plue tragique des batailles: celle
du Judaisme ensanglante contre les criminels exterminateurs.

Apres m1 etre presente a. vous dans mon uniformed1 honneur, mais
invisible, j1ai le droit de vous demander votre attention autour de la
question: Comment est­il arrive qu'un combat tant juif de Pologne se
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trouve aujourd'hui non devant un tribu.nal_allemand1_ arais devant _un tri­
bunal britannique? Je mets I1 accent sur la seconde partie de la question,
ruiequ^ gi j ' avai s ete surpris par eux, j ' aurai s regu ma portion de plomb.
Ce qui importe dans la question, c1 est de savoir pourquoi je me trouve
devant des juges britanniques? Pour quelle raison suis­je enferme dans ■

un prison britannique?

IIya un an et demi, je comptais, ensemble avec mesfre res,
parmi vos allies. Nous etions, il est vrai, un allie non reconnu, un
allie inconnu, mais pourtant effectif. Nous nous trouvions alors du m£me

cote de la barricade. Vous tuiez des Allearands, nous tuions des Alle­
mands. Vous detruisiez ses voies de communication, nous sabot ions ses
chemins de fer. II est entendu que la difference quantitative entre vos
operations et les notres etait grande. Mais, du point de vue moral, du
point de vue des lois d'honneur propres a l'armee, nous etions desfre res
d'arares. Nous avions le jnSme ennemi, nous le combattions ensemble chacun
d'apres ses possibilites, Et voila aujourd'hui ­ quel changement I Vous

£tes "le tribunal" et je suis"I1 accuse'". Vous me jugez et je reponds
aux charges.

Ce fait est plein de signification. II dit plus que tous les
di scours, plus que tous les livres qui ont ete ecrits ou qui le seront sur
la tragedie juive et votre attitude envers elle.

Messieurs, je viens, moi, de "la­bas". Je viens du plus atroce
des enfers; qu'est­ce que devient la belle description de Dante Allighieri
devant la realite creee par les envoyes de Satan7 La veritable gehenne
etait la, en Pologne, au coeur raime de1' Europe. C'est la que ont ete
brules vivants des millions d'hommes, des synagogues ont ete changees en
cimetieres, des enfants ont ete lance s contre les roches. Les homines

sont devenus des be^tes traquees, des £treset ranges que des forces invi­
sibles retenaient quand­mSme en vie. Et qui etaient ces hommes poursuivis,
asphyxies, egorges, jetes dans Ids fours c remat0ires? Mon pere, ma mkre,
mes soeurs, mes freres, mes cousins, mes amis d'enfance, tous ceux qu.e

j1aimais, tous ceux qui m'aimaient.
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Pouvez­vous vous representer nos sentiments? Pourrai­je avec
mes pauvres mots vousfaire comprendre que devant vous se trouve quelqu'un
qui a longtemps patauge dans le sang? Quelqu'un qui a vecu durant des
annees, dans un cimetiere immense, qui a vu do ses prop res yeux ce que

persone n'a vu depui s la creation du monde?.

Et je sens le besoin de vous dire la verite, Messieurs les An­
glais, Je desire vous raconter ce que nous avons senti, nous, lesJuif s
condamne s, nous lesJuif scombat tants. Nous avons hai les Allemands,
nous les avons hai d'une haine plus forte que la mort. Le concept "ven­
geance" est devenu pour nous un plan, un ordre, une sainte obligaet on. *

Nous savions qu'il etait naif d'esperer pouvoir venger pour tout ce qu'ils
nous ont fait, mais il nous suff isait de sentir que nous faisions quelque
chose contre eux, de sentir la joie de tuer ces chiens enrages decides \
exterminer un peuple antique et a asservir le monde.

Mais les enfermes dans les ghettos ne maudissaient pas seulement
les Allemands; ils maudissaient les autres egalement. Us vous maudi s­
saient. Je vous le dis franchement parce que je sais avoir le droit de
parler au nom de millions de mesfre res qui sont crorts, avec deux male­
dictions: "Maudi ts soient les assassins, murmurerent­ils en tombant;
rnai s que le monde civilise soit maudit aussi, ce monde qui nous a livres
a eux, qui n'a ricn fait pour nous sauver, pour sauver au moins nos enfants.

Ainsi pensaient nosfre resegorges. Et les coinbattants ajoutaient
une autre accusation. Jour e t nuit, leurs yeux scrutaient le ciel: ils
attendaient du secours; ils attendaient des armes; ils attendaient ^
ravitaillement. Nous n'avions aucun doute que vous etiez en me sure de

sat isfaire ces besoins minimes pour nous perarettre de continuer a lutter
dans les ghettos incendies et dans' les forSts profondes. Mais vous ne
fites rien. Les he'ros des ghettos ­furent obliges de se contenter de movens
de fortune, dequelque s revolvers, et de ­bombes primitives, alors qu'ils
devaient tenir front a. la puissante machine de guerre de l'Allemagne nazie,
Vous avez abandonne a leur sort des hommes prSts a tout sans condition,
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mais leurs mains etaient vides; alors que si nous avion s ete convenable­
ment armes, nous aurions frappe 1'enneari commun avec plus d'efficacite et
nous aurions pu, surtout, sauver des milliers d'^tres massacres.

Dieu a voulu que je vive, que j'atteigne, apres avoir erre long­
temps par le monde, la patrie retrouvee. Mais qu'y ai­je vu? . Si vous
saviez comment Eretz­Israel nous apparaissait dans la profondeur de nos
cachettes? Si vous saviez ce que nous ressentions a son egard sxl temps
des horreurst Deja, au debut de la guerre, 10 bruit se repandit en 7i>0­

logne d'ap­Tes lequel 1'Etat Juif avait ete' cree et qu'une armee Juive
s'etait levee. Vous penserez surement: une illusion ayant sa source
dans un desir puissant. Les Juifs condamnes reVaient J l'Etat redempteur
et ils imaginarent qu'il est ne. Mais, d'autre part, d.es raisons Plau­­
sitles justifiaient ces rumeurs... La guerre contre Hitler a commence.

Le peuple Juif se dresse tout entier contre son ennemi et 1'ennemi de
lthumanite. Notre peuple doit done etre reconnu comme allie et la Grande­
Bretagne changera Sa politiq.ue envers lui et aidera a la formation d'une
armee nationale, d'un gouvernement juif, etc. Des reaves, ne'est­ce Pas7

Fata Morgana? Et cette pen see ne nous quitta pas, dans les ghettos "^ ■

puants d'ou partaient des prefres pleines de notre foi et de not re espe~
ranee vers l'Orient, vers Sion.

Mais a peine j'ai touche le sol de la patrie, j'ai pris contact
avec la realite dans toute son horreur. Non seulement l1 armee avait ete
un mirage, 1"Etat n1 avait pas ete accorde mais le Livre Blanc avait tou**

jours force de loi. Les portes de 1a patrie continual ent d'etre fermees
au rapatriement de mes freres. Je dois 1'avouer au premier moment, Je
Crus que cette realite n'etait qu'un cauchemar, ainsi q.ue la~bas nous
primes notre reve pour une realite. Avons­nousme rite ce sort? Est­­ce
ainsi quenous' devons Stre payes pour lesang' verse, pour. nos millions de

victimes? La Grande­Bret agne appartient­elle a la bande des extermina­
teurs? Mais telle est la halite': Eretz­Yisrael fermee a double­tour.
On peut en sortir, Y ent re r? Non.
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O'est alors, Messieurs ]e s .juges, que je jurai sur le sang de
mes parents, de mes soeurs et de ares freres de ne pas avoir de repos
jusqu'a ce que les portes de la patrie seront ouvertes ou brisees,
'pui sque( je compte parmi les peu nombreux qui sont venus ici) ceux qui
sont re ste s la­bas dans la prison immense, dans I1 enfer, se comptent par
des centaines de millier. Je me. suis plus d'une fois demande: Par quoi
ai­je me rite d'etre sorti vivant? En q'uoi suis­je meilleur des millions
de mes freres pourn1 avoir pas ete extermine coarme eux? A cette question.t
je n'ai trouve qu'une seule reponse: Si Dieu a voulu que j ' arrive Jt ­bon .■

port, II m'a siSrement choisi pour §tre le messager de ceux qui continuent
de vivre de l'autre cote de la muraille, pour que je lutte en faveur de
leur delivrance, le leur avenir. Autrement, ma vie n'a aucun sens ni
aucun contenu. Si cette mission qui est sacree non seulement a mes yeux
maia aux yeux de tout honne*te homme, Juif ou Chretien, si cette mission,
dis­je, est consideree par vous comme un crime ­ vous auriez prouve, une
fois de plus, que la tragedie juive n'a pas pris fin, ainsi qu'aucune
expiation nesuff ira pour.repaye r le pgche de vos gouvernement sd1 avoir
aide et de continuer a aider a 1'extermination de notre peuple.
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An autre "accuse" parmi les "Vingt" etait Yehuda Lemberger;
Dan s 5a declaration detaillee et illustree il a place les
Anglai s dans leur prop re place ­ sur le "bane de s accuses.

LE PRQCES DES DIRIGENT3 DE LA GRANDE­BRETACrHE

)Declaration de1' accuse Yehuda Lem"bergor)

Le regimed1 occupation vous a authorises a nous juger et .a nous
tenir emprisonnes. II s'agit la d'uneautori sat ion uniquementformelle
puisqu1 elle provient du fait que vous vous Stes empares de ce pays par la
force. Parconsequent,il n'y aaucune relation ontre ce tribunal et 3­3.

loi internationale. Si nous devions nous baser sur la veritable justice,
nous aurions dif changer de place et de fonctions. Je ne m'adresse pas,
par ces mots, aux juges en tant que personnes. Us font ce q.u' *Is ont
recu l'ordre de faire. Je fais allusion a ceux qui vous ont mandates, a
ceux qui ne sont pas presents dans cette salle, mais dirigent ces p ro ce s
de Whithall et s'erigent en juges, en accusateurs. Ce sont eux qui doivent
so trouver sur le bane des accuses; ce sont eux qui sont coupables d' avoir
passe outre a la mission qui leur a ete confiee, d1 avoir employe la force
etparti cipe au massacre de millions.,

J*ai dit: changer nos places, mais je n'ai pas precise* Si

les dirigeants de 1' Angle to rre qui vous ont envoye pour nous juger so
trouvaient sur le bane des accuses, ce ne sont pas nous quiMes aurions
juges. Le crime qu1ils ont commis entre plutot dans la juridiction
internationale, Le tribunal .devrait done £tre forme par les nations
diverses. O'est la. une rovendication basee non sur la force brutale,
mais sur la force de la conscience. Oette exigence prend sa source dans
cet esprit moral qui a permis a, un grand Francais, Emi1e Zola,d' accuser
les juge s de Dreyfus, legouvemoment qui les avait nommes et les forces
politiques qui les soutenaient. Au nom de cette mSme force morale, nou­s
exigeons la formation ^i.^ tribunal_international_avec_la_mission_de_ juger
les dirigeants britanniques pour_leur PSEiiSiES'i­S"™­­!!­­­­™­­­­­^
de six millions deJuif s, hommes, femmes e_^_f£^^£^'
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Notre reclamation est juste. Bient5t se tiendra lc proems des
dirigeants de 1'Allemagne nazie, les responsables directs de la derni^re
guerre mondiale et de 1' aneanti ssement dc grandes masses de notre peuple,
Mais, dans tout manuel de droit, vous trouverez 1' article qui ch'atie non
seulemcntI1 assassin, mais au s si ses acolytes, rrieW si 1 ' aide de. ces
dernier s n'a pas ete directe, Et je vous prouverai quo leschef s_dc
1' Angleterre ont aide effectivement les nazisdans_l' extermination ^.u_^"*
daisme eu rope en. Je vous prouverai quo,quoique l'Angleterre ait lutte
contre l'Allemagne ­ et 11 fut un temps ou ce peuple a eveille !1admiration
de tout homme litre alors qu'il combat tait seul contre une annee de sau<­

vage s, ivres deconquest e ­ quoiqu'elle ait stigmatise les quislings au

sein despeuple s soumis, dans le domaine de_l'extermination_des_Juif s,
I1 Angleterre fut une collatorationniste evidente et_aida nettement ■^­®s_a^"■

sassins nazis durant toutes les annees de guerre. II serait done juste
qu1 immediatement ap re s le proces des ­be^tes sauvages, d e Goering et de
Ritentrop, vienne le second proebs international, celui de leurs acolytes ­
les dirigeants responsa­tles de l'Angleterre.

Soit dit en passant, ce n'est pas la une reclamation nouvelle,
Elle a ete presenteeily a quelqucs mois par le Colonel Patterson q­u.i,

comme vous le savez, n'est pas Juif . II est anglais* Dans la premiere
guerre arondiale, il fut le Commandant de la legion Juive et apprit, en

participant a cette expedition non­reussie, quelles sont les qualitds eat

Juif nouveau qui part en guerre, m&me sur un front etranger, pour la sau­*

vegarde de son peuple et de sa patrie.L1 a,ide­de­camp de Patterson etait
le capitainemacho t legendaire Yossef Trumpeldor. Et il est "bien que vous
sachiez de quelle facon ce heros Hebreu accepta d'aller, a la tete des
soldats d'YIsrael et des expulses d'Eretz Yisrael, pour combattro les
Turcs et verser son sang pour la cause commune, Oui, pour la cause com­
mune, pare a que Trumpeldorre cut1' assuranceoff icielle d'apres laquelle
la victoiro sur les Turcs serait la victoire du peuple Hebreu, qui rede­
viendrait litre et recupererait sa patrie, Trumpeldor lui­mSme rapporte
dans son journal les negotiations qui precedbrent cette promessoi
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"Nous no voulumc s pas e^tre parmi les conducteurs de arules
et nous n1 acce­o v.:ospas do combattro n1 importe ou on
voulai t nous envoyer. Nous informames catd gori quement i .
notrc desir est doc oarl)att re et seulcarent sur le front
d'Eretz Yisrael 0 Nous lutterons pour Eretz Yisrael et
sur son sol" Nous conquerrons chaque pouce de la patrie
d1 ou nous avons ete exiles par force, Nous libererons
la patrie, L'idde nous etait ch­ere ct comprehensible
a tous ceux qui avaient ete chasses du pays, Nous in­
formames de ces desiderata le gonoral qui nous fut envoye
J Alexandrie de la part du Commandant en Chef Maxwell du
Caire, afin d'enirer en contact avec nous:
1Nous voulons nous tat t re chez nous,'
Mais le general 3tait aussi un diplomate et dans une grande
reunion decisive qui fut tenue dans 1'atmosphere etouf­
fantc d'un barraque, il s'exprima, dans ces terares:
1Le peuple angl.^is parlc pa.r ma ­bouche en toute ami tie
aT1 peuploJuif . Cotte amitie se continuera certainement
dans 1'avenir en Palestine Juive. Desirez­vous presser
la main qui voa3c'st~te:.1due~ou.~l a repoussez­vous? '"

Messieurs, j!nl rapportd devant vous cctte longue citation pour
vous prouver que5confiar/: on 1"' assurance donnee au nom de votre Commandant

en Chef dans le Prcche­Orientt Trumpeldor qui renouvela la tradition de
I'her6isme en Yisrael, aoci.;ntad' aller combattre, non en Eretz Yisrael,
mais pour Eretz Yisrael, Trumpeldor pressa la main qui lui fut tendue
en amitie pour le pcuple juif dr.nd un Palestine juive. Trumpeldor exe­
cuta ses obligations. 10 !'Zion Mule Corps■1 fut forme et, comrne le te­
moigne Patterson, rendit d: bones services dans les conditions les plus
difficile s, Mais qw'esi­:!l arrive avec la, promesse britanniqueT Elle
a ete donne en 1915 et d::u1tres engagement s la suivirent: la IDeclara.tion
Balfour, des declarations '.,dnisterielles, des articles dans le "Times",
le Mandat international! ctcs etcD Eesultat? Le peuple Juif devrait
imiter les Francai s qui cr.t public un Livre Jaune sur les relations avec
l'Allemagne et sur la rer,ponsabilite de celle­ci dans la guerre, Ze
recueil des documentsfr~ r■ cai s commence par le chapit re: PAROLES

D'HONNEUE, cette liste de spromo ■3 ses qui furont violees par Hitler et
sesadjoint s. L'esJuif s nussi dovraiont publier un Livre Ja^ne ou

Uoir et commencer par rolcver tcun vos engagements d'honneur violes souvent
par ruse, souvent par force, ct de rigueur fait nul.
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Patterson, l'off icier anglais qui commanda, non seulement le re ­
giment de G­alipoli, mais aussi cgux qui fiircnt 0 rgani s*e s par Zeev Jabotin sky
et qui particip'erent efficacement a la conque^te ou a la liberation ­ comne

nous penSmes alors ­ d'Erctz Yisrael a 1 ' oue st et a 1'e s't du Jourdain,
Patterson aussi avoue que les ongagearonts "britanniqu.es ont ete­ ipietine*
II souligne surtout que de cette conduite de la Grande­Bretagne envcrs le
peuple Juif, Eretz Yisrael et la, Societd des Nations, qui lui confia le
Mandat sur la Palestine, Hitler, Mussolini et le Mikado ont deduit qu'il
est ■possible de violer des engagenents et' de passer outre la 10 i interna­
tionale, Oette conduite fut peut­etre l'un des facteurs qui provoqu'erent
le grand massacre mondial et, par suite l'Angleterre prit part dansI1 ex­
termination desJuif s par les soldats de Hitler et de Hirnmler*

Tel est le grand "J1 accuse11 de Patterson qui dearande comme Emile
Zola en son temps, dJ amener vo s homare s au pouvoir d evant un tribunal et
de les juger comme criminels de guerre, Emile Zola lutta en faveur d'un
seul homme, alors que Patterson exigc quo soient juges les responsables
directs et indirects de la nort de six millions d1 homme, parmi lesquels
un million et demi de petits enfants.

Ma revendication n' est done pas nouvelle. Elle est juste. La

place des auteurs du Livre Blanc, la place de ceux qui ont ferme hermetique­
ment..les portes d'Eretz Yi srael, la place de srespon sables du naufrage du
"Struma" qui transport ait des re scape s dans leur patrie, n'est pas dans le
monde des honnStes, pas a Westminster et pas a Downing street; leur place
est ici, au bane des accuses.

IIm1 arriveparf ois de me demnjider: pourquoi ne recherchent­ils
pas eux­*1 enres un jugement? Est­ce que le coeur britannique s'est tel­
lement 0,ndurci7 Et serions­nous arrive s a une telle decheance deI1 esprit
humain? Seraient­ils a tel point ignobles, ces gens qui ont de leurs
prop res mains jete dons le feu des millions de nos freres et entendirent
sans y payer attention les cris des incineres vivants? Ne ressentent­
ils vraiement aucun remord ;, aucun regret? Si nous parlons de respo&si­
bilitds du point de vue des sentiments humains, les veri tables coupables
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ce sont eux. II sern.itet range de pretendre: les Nazis sont les cou­
pablesl Mais les Naz is ne commettaient pas de pSches humains. Les Nazis
ne sont pas des etre humains, Si un animal sauvage s'attaque a un village
paisible et devore les homme­s, les femmes et lesenfant s, le tiendrions­
nous coupablo d'un crime? . Jl/bus chercherions plutijt a savoir ou se trou­
vaient les chasseurs avec leurs fusils. de chasse, Pou.rq.uoi n'essayerent­
ils pas d1oncercler la bete ou d'evacuer au mo ins les habitants du village?
Et si on nous dit quo les chasseurs ont intent ionnellement attnn&u que la
bete ait termine le carnage, pour la tuer ensuite, nous pourrons dire ­ et
vous accor'terez surement, Messieurs, ce point de vue ­ que leurs mains ont
verse ce sang.

Si un bateau fait nauf rage en pleine mer et lance un S.O.S. re­
pete et si de;: vaisseaux de guerre ou dcs bateaux marchandsrefu sent de lui
porter secours, que direz­vousT Que la mer est coupable d'evoir englouti
10s naufrages ou quo, plut$t, le grand coupable cst le Commandant ou le
Capitaine qui pouvait les sauver et ne le fit pas? Vous Stes un peuple
de marin, Messieurs les Anglais, les lois de navigation vous sont bien
connues. Pourriez­vous pretendre qu'un tel capitaino ne serait pas un
pecheur depourvu de tout sentiment humain, un meurtrier, un criminel?

Qu'un incendie se declare dans une araison ou se trouvent des ■ .

femmos ct desenfant s, et un honmc ­ se arette a. regarder les flaarmes avec
indifference ju squ 'a ce que la mai son avec son contenu humain se transforme
en cendre s et seulement apres, il commence a, genir? "Mon coeur est plain
de compassion pour ces pauvres malheureuxt " Ne verriez ­ vous en cet
homne un 6tre vil, qui ne so rait jamais accepte dans un club? Le concept
"gentleman" a vu le jour en Angleterre. Quo diriez­vous, gentlemen, d'un
tel homme?

Ces comparaisons ne sont pas exageroes. Au contraire, nous
sommes en face de quelque chose de plus grand q'une obligation humaine
elemental re, quoiqu'elle soit suffisante pour condamner ceux qui ne l'ont
pas respectee. Notre accusation cone erne un devoir clair et precis, une
obligation dont vous avez ete charges ou que vous avez accepte de plein
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gre. Votre conduit e' ressembla a celle de ce chasseur en train d'assister,
dans la jungle, au festin du tigre; ou a celle de ce carit.'.inc funant sa
fipc avoc nonchalance alors que lesnaufrage s lancent leurS.O.S. ; ou a
celle de Heron qui fredonnc dcs chansons d1 amour a la lumiere des flammes
devorant des nilliers. Ce pays, pouvait et etait destine a sauver nos
freres exiles en danger de mort. Celui qui y domine ne peut 6tre compare
au voisin qui entend dire qu1 il y a un inccndie dan s la m£mc rue; il a

du Stre le pompier qui, dans l'exerciee de s es fonctioirs, doit affronter le
danger, se hater et sauver, et sauver et sauver, Et si le pompier ne
fait pas son devoir, sfil aide a. la propagation du sinistre, s'il emp&che

les autres dans l'oeuvre de sauvetage, il est un criminel,

Cette accusation qui est celle de tout le peuple hebreu contre
les dirigents de la G­rande­Bretagne est basee sur des faits, xJss­.prsuves
et des documents. Je ne pourrai pas vous les soumettre auj ourd'hui*
Des jours entiers, peut­eHre m§me des semaines, nesuffiraient pas pour
vous presenter toutes les charges qui pegcnt sur vous. Je me limiterai
par consequent aux principales qui sont assez flagrantes pour prouver aux
yeux de tous que le crime a ete commis en pleine conscience et avec pre­
meditation et que les re spon sables sont les politiciens britanniques,

Je commencerai par la periode d'avant­guerre. Hitler dominait
de ja en Allemagne. Les lois de Nuremberg avaient ete mise en force, les
Juif s d1 Allemagne enfermes dans des camps de concentration, assassines,
exiles, l'Autriche occupee, Prague "protegee", Prls d'un million et demi

de Juif s se trouvaient de ja dans les griffes des nag is entre la vie et la
mort. Leur sort vous etait clair des informations publies par les
journalistes internationaux, Vous ne pretendrez pas d'ignorer la tra­
gedie qui se jouait au coeur m£me de 1 'Europe. Neville Chamberlain parla
a, ce sujet devant le Parlement . II dit: "Ce qui est arrive a Vienne
apresqu' elle a ete occupee par les Nazis fait prevoir ce que sera,apr1e s
la chute de Prague, le sort des Juifs de Tchecoslovaquie. " Vous saviez
alors tr£s bien qu'un million et demi d'hommes vivaient dans une maison en

flammes et que le sinistre tendait a se p rop age r et a atteindre d1 autre
millions.
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En 1937­1938, vos politiciens n'avaient plus aucunclout e que la
guerre contre Hitler etait inevitable, Us percurent alors qu'apr'es
I1 avoir aide a s'armer, aprSs lui avoir permis de changer le Traite de
Versailles en un chiffon de papier, apr^s avoir tolere les persecutions
contre les Juif s d'Allemagne et 1' occupation de la Tchecoslovaquie, le pe~
ril lcs menacait oux­me^mes. Cela les poussa A signer une alliance avec
la Pologne et ils deciderent, cette fois­ci de se battre. Tel etait
I1 avis general a Londres au lendemain de la chute de Prague et du di scours
de Chamberlain a Birmingham.

De memo que vous saviez alors quo la guerre etait imminote, vous
eticz aussi au' courant des forces en presence, Vous etiez sitrs que la,
en Pologne, rienn1 arresterait les tanks allemands et que ceux­ci bien vite
conqncrcrcnt lourc voisins faibles. En d'autres terme s: vous saviez,
d'une facon certninc que, sous peu, la majorite des Juifs d1 Europe se trou­
veraient sous la hache du bourreau. Je souligne: sous la hache du bour­
reau et non sous la botte de l'opprosseur. La difference est importante
et tout 10 monde la compr ­onhii. Les peuples d1 Earope ont et© asservis par
I1 Allemagne, exploites par elle et verserent leur sang dans la lutte contre
l'enyahisseur. Mais ces peuples savaient qu'aprbs les ten&bres viendrait
un soleil, qu'apres !1amputation du bras criminel regneraient de nouveau
In lumiere et la vie. La situation par rapport a notre peuple etait autre,
Ce qui 1 1attendaitj cen1etait pas 1 'asservi ssement proviso ire et passager,
mais !1extermination physique, Oen1 etait pas la. un secret. Tous leg
lecteurs des journaux pouvolent en temoigner, En 1936 de ja, dans un
di scours au Reichstag, Hitler termina par ces mots: "Une deuxi^me guerre
mondiale signifierait l'extermination absolue des Juifs en Europe,"

Je conclue done sur ce point: Bien des annees avant cette guer­
re, vous saviez qu'ello devn.it eclater. Vous deviniez la chute des pays
d1 Europe ou vivaient des millions do Juifs, candidats A l'aneanti ssement
par les envahisseurscriminel s. Vous saviez tout cela et vous avez 'ete
prevenus par les leaders Juifs de l'approche. du desastre, Vous avez
entendu le cri des masses juives dans de milliers de reunions publiquesl
Vers Zionl Vers Zionl Parce.que I1instinct d'un peuple vivant et
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persecute, l'instict juif eternel, leur disait qufils se trouvaient a"ubord
d'unabfme ♦ Qu'avez­vous fait alors, dura,nt ces anneesdecisive s? Vous
avez ferine les partes d'Eretz Yisrael; .vous avez eirvoye a Evian l'antise­
mite connu Winterton pour qu1il dise qu1il n'y a plus de place en Eretz
Yi srael pour les Juifs. AU TEMPS OU SUR TOUS LES MURS D1 EUROPE DES AJF­

FICHES CRIAIEHT: MORT AUX JUIFS! VOUS AVEZ SUSPENDU ICI L'ECRITEAU:

EqlEENDU D'SNTBER! PASSAGE INTERDIT AUX JUIFSl En Mai 1939 ­ souvenez­
vouz de cette date! ­ vous avez publie un Livre Blanc et prevenu qu1 Eretz
Yisre.01 ne deviendrait jaarais une patrie des Juifs mais une "Palestine"
contenant six cent arillc hat)it ants Juifs. Et les autresT Quedevien ­
draient tous les millions de nos freres auxquels a ete accorde . la pro­
mo sse de los aider a. reconstruire leur Foyer National? Votre reponse a
etei aux fours crearatoiresi A Id nortt Ainsi se termina le premier
acte de 1 ' epouvanta"blet ragedie, Ainsi fut executee la premiere partie
du crime horrible,

Le deuxieme actc connenca immediatearent apres. La guerre ©clata.
La Pologne fut conquisc. Les Balkans occupes. La majorite des Juifs
d' Europe se trouvaient dans une souriciere. L'epee de Damocles ne me­
nacait plus notro peuple; mai s s'etaitde ja, aba.t tue sur lui. L'Extermi­
nation commenga. Le san>j juif coula a flots. Quelques Juifs essay^rent
alors de s'echapper de cet enfer et d1atteindre la patrie. Ils s'emtar­
querent sur des bateaux delatres et voyagerent sur une mer parsemee de
mines pui sque la, sur les terres naudi te s, une mort certaine les attendait
alors que sur le pont aux planches pourries, l'espoir demeurait "dlarriver
a. port sauf". Deux de ces vaisseaux atteienirent les cotes de ce pays,
mais votre flotte puissantearrest e"I1 ennemi". Vos tateaux de guerre,
canons pr^ts, escorterent les "Milosfet le "Pacific" .jusqu'au port de
Haifa. Un communique off iciel qui figurera en bonne place dans les an­
nales de not re peuple et qui dans les vStres devra Stre enregistre comme

un acte d'ignominie fut alors publie par vousl Au debut de ce mois, deux
bateaux portant 1771 voyageurs juifs ont etearre te s non loin des c<?tes
palestiniennes et amenes au port de Haifa. II y a lieu de considerer ces
hommes comme des immigrants illegaux. Le gouvernement de Sa Majeste
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accorde toute sa sympathie aux refugies des pays se t rouvant sous la domi­
nation de l'Allearagne. 11 est cependant responsable d1 administrer le pays
et doit veiller a ce qu'on ne passe outre les lois existantes, Plus encore:
il voit dans le renouvellement de I1immigration illegale un fait susceptible
d1empirer la situation dans le pays et deconst itubr un grave danger pour
les interests "britanniqu.es dans le Proche­Orient, Pour toute ces raisons,
le gouvernement a decide de ne pas permettre aux voyageurst du "Milos"et du
"Pacific" I1 entree dans le .pays, mais de les transferor dans une colonie
britannique ou ils resteront jusqu'a, la fin de la guerre, quand on deei­
dera de nouveau ou ils seront envoyes. II sera decide alors sur le lieu
ou ils seront envoye s. Legouvomoment n1 a aucune intention de les
laisser en permanence dans la colonie ou ils seront transferes, ni de per­
mettre leur etablissement dans ce pays. Le gouvernementuserait le me"me

moyen a I1avenir dans les cas ou d'autres group es reussiraient a atteindre
le pays dans I1intention d'y penetrer illegalement."

Tels sont les termes du communique. Et maintenant, permettez­
moi de !1analyser. Ce communique a surement atteint 1 1Europe, c1est*~a­
dire les Juif s des pays occupes par les Allemands et les Allemands m£me,

qui regnaient deja ou regneraient "bientot. Vous avez dita cesJuif s:
n!essayez pas de quitter 11Europe. Cela ne vous servira a rien, Si
mdme vous reussi ssez a traverser la mer, nous nc vous permettrons pas de
penetrer dans le "Foyer National". Nous vous enverrerons dans une vaste
prison (sur I1ile do Saint­Mauri co, les t ranferes vecurent dans des condi­
tions dc pri sonniers) et K la fin de la guerre, on va decider sur votre
lieu dese jour. 3בנגי,ע les pays tenebreux do la dispersion, la nouvelle
passs.it des"b ouches aux oreilles: il n'y a plus de secoursl La route vere
Eretz Yisrael est fermee. . Ce fut la, une poussee vers I1 abimo. La deu­
xi^me vint en toute hate. Les Allema,nds aussi entendirent votre dispo­
gi tion humanitaire et ils comprirent, croyez moi, sa signification, comme

il convient. Vous avez dit a ces assassins: "le sort des_Juif s ne nous
interesse pas. Faites d'eux ce que vous voulcz I Nous ne les lais­
serons pas entrer en Palestine. Ils doivent rester ou ils sont. Notre
blocus de I1 Europe concerne les Juif s egalearent. Ils ne passe ront pas.
Faites votre travail I " En troisieme lieu, vous devez surement savoir
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qu'en logique, il oxiste un systeme de deduction du contraire (A contrario).
Suivez un moment ma pensee: quelie deduction peut­£tre tiree du communi­
que declarant que 1'arrivee de re scape sJuif s a un moment ou leur vie eat
en jeu est suceptible de constituer un grave danger pour les interests bri­
tanniques dans le Proche­Orient? Cette deduction ne peut­Stre qu'une:
"les interet s"bri tanniques" exigent que lesJuif s restent en Europe, dans.
le grand abattoir hitlerienl C'est de cette seule facon que vous avez
compris 1'interet de votre pays et vous avez tout fait pour que le monde fut
mis au courant de votre point de vue. Vos politiciens eurent et ont encore
aujourd'hui impudence d1exiger que cet interet ­ celui d1acolytes criminels ­

so it reconnu comme un interet legitime, un interest de lademocrat ie, un
interet contre lequel il est defendu de se soulever. II n'y a pas done
lieu de s'etonner si leCongr1e s Juif Mondial, constitue non pas par de
Juifs extre^nistes comme nous (puisque,a vos yeux, tout Juif qui vout vivre
est un extrSmiste dangereaux) a envoye un telegramare de remerciements au Roi

de Suede qui a aide au sauvetage des Juif s d'Europe, et n'a pas fait de
m£me pour le Roi de G­rnnde­Bret&gne. Le Roi de Su'ede a merits la recon­
naissance de notre peuple; son gouvernement a grandement participe a
I1oeuvre de sauvetage. Et notre peuple n1est pas ingrat. Tous ceux qui
lui ont prete 1' aide m^me minime ont une place d'honneur dans son histoire.
De m^me que le telegramme duCongre s Juif Mo ndi a.1 disait: "Merci, petite
Su'ede I" ­ il disait en meme temps: "Je t 1accuse, Grande Bretagnel ' A ta
disposition se trouvait une flote maritime puissante et une flotte ae­
rienne, Tu dominais les mers. De milliers de chemins t 1etaient ouvertS
et tu gouvernais sur le pays d'Yisrael. Tu pouv?1 s par consequent sauver
des millions, mais to les as cond,"mnes a, 1 ' extermination. " Ce fut la le
deuxibme acte de la tragedie: Par vos soinsj_ le IdIocus contre lesJuifs
d' Europe a ete complet.

Et alors commence I1acte troisieme. Les premieres nouvelles
sont vague s: on parle de "commissions d' extermination" de "deportations
vers une destination inconnue". Snfin la situation s'eclaircit dans toute
son horreur. Au centre de I1 Europe, sur la terre de Pologne, furent eri­
gees des usines de mort. Chaque jour^ des milliers d'hommes, de femmes et

c.
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d'onfant s y furent aneantis* Vous saviez cela d'une fa$on precise arais,
durant des mois, vous avez garde 10 secret, Apr­es, vous pretendiez que

les noisrvelles etaient exagerees, quc la cho'se etait impossible. Sous co
nuage de' fumee cred par vous, Himmler continuait sa sinistre "besogne et
detruisit les deux premiers millions de nos freres. En cet t emp s, on vous
proposa de faire au moins quelque chose; de "bonbarder les camps d' extermi­
nation organises par les Allemands d'apres toutes les regies d© la technique
allemande, Votre reponse fut: "Que Dieu nous garde de le faire; nor!

bombe s pourraient atteindre lesJuif s malheureux qui se trouvent a Trab­
lianka et a Aushvitz. " Merveilleux humani tari sme , n1 est­ce pas7 Les
camps d' exterminationcont inuerent done a operer et lesJuif s polonais,
orgueil du Judaisme mondial, furent compibtement aneantis.

Mai s il y r.v>'.\it desJuif s en Hongrie, en Roumr.nie, Et ceux­
ci vous suppliaient A temp s, avnnt la dis solution des gouvernement s satel­
lites, avant que la gestapo regnait ouvertement: "Evacuez­nousl Amenez­
nouz dans not re patriel". Et ils n'etr.iont pas les seuls K plaider. II
existe des document s pro\1vp,nt que les gouvernementsrespectif s ont egalo­
ment desire de faire sortir les Juif s et vous envoyerent m£me des emis­
saires a cette fin. Le tout dependait de votre consentement de permet­
tre le passage vers Erets Israel. Vous avez refuse. ­ "Les interSts
liritanniques" exigeaient que lesJuif s de Hongrie et de Roumanie eux aussi
fussent livres a Himmler, Et vous avez arrive a votre but. Un an apres
I1 extermination en Pologne eta.it canclue, la.f iole amere etait aux levres de
ceux qui persistaient dans l'exile de Hongrie et de Houmanie.

Le chapit re de Turquie est egalement connu et des documents la­
dessus existent aussi: La Turquie etait pr^te a donner passage a tout
Juif qui reussirait a atteindre ses cotes, a condition, s'entend, qu1 il
put se rendre en Sretz Israel. A plus d'une reprise, on s'adressa a
vous d . Ankara on vous demandant:Donnez ­vous des visasd1 entree pour
ce s Juif s7 Le refus fut net, Et la Turquie ferma ses portes devant
nous. En mars 1944, seulement vous avez informs la Turquie que vous
permetteriez I1entree des Juif s dans les limites exprimes dans le Livre
Blanc, en accordance le nornbre mensuel y determine ct avec toutes les
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restrictions prevues. Ricn que que 1que s ceniaines se sont 110 rs sauvees.

Voici l'historiquc de la collaboration anglai se dans les crimes
des Allcmands. Je vous aipresent e l'acted1 accusation contrc vos Poli­­
ticiens pour un crime epouvantable, 'commiB consciemment et avec premedi­ .

tation, et dont le re'sultat fut la mojrfpar .­asphyxie, incineration, tor­
turcs indescripti­bles de six millions de Juifs. Six millions? Etes
vouscapable s de concevoir ce quo ce chiffre veut dire?

Et ce n'est pas la fin. Le quatrieme p.cte commence avec la 11­
tie ration des pays occupes, immediatement apres la fin des operations arili~
taires en Europe . Des Juifs y vivent encore, desre scapes, des 1­08נןג011

errant parmi les tombes sans hier et sans aujourd'hui et sans domain. 11 s

sont hais par les populations de1 'Europe sans exception. Us ne peuvent
­plus ■y vivre, y rospiror ot Us voulent se rendre a Zion. Mai s Wonfai te s­
vous? 70us les enfermez_dans_des £l}arEf_(i:2_E2­2£2L1*£­­i22t­^­"­­­­­­­^Ef
naz is et Vous_les _transfercz Pn­£_l2r22_^2_i2^­Ec2y­­­2_­c2'iB2.. Mr.
Emerson, porteur de 1 .humani tar isme tritannique, espere que lei conditions
terrible s dans lesquelles vivont les Juifs d­ans ces aamps, les otligeront
a rentre r dans leurc­ pays d'origine ­ pourvuqu ' il s no viennent P'"s en
Erets Israel. En consequence de cette decision politique, quelciues di~
zn,1nes de milliers de Juifs sont marts d'entro ceux que Hitler n'■^ Pas eu
le t emp s d1 exterminer.

Et vospoli ticiens supposentqu' ,apres la fin du quatrieme actc ,

commencera le cinquieme: colui du "reppatriement" juif en Pologne, KL­

lemagne, Belgique, Roum­anio, etc, reppatricment dont l'eternelle signifi­
catione st la dispersion juive et la continuation des tueries. Et nPr^s'
tombera le rideau. Les Juifs continueront J flotter cntre 1^ vie Gt la
mort et vous tierpetuerez votre domination en"Palestine" ♦

Et pourtant, Messieurs, le rideau ne tombera pas. Sur la sc^ne1
la jeunesse juive est apparue, cetto jeunesse qui a dans ces veinos le srulS

de ceux qu'on n, extcrmines, cette jeunesse qui, A chaque inst;1*nt entend
la voix des millions Juifs a t ravers les ages: Ecoute Israel, Le Seigneur
est notre Dieu, le Seigneur est UN! Cette jeunesse qui ne craint Pas la
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mort et est disposdc sacrifier sa vie pour sauver ceux que vous n'avez
pas reussi a exteminer; cette jeunessc qui a redresse son dos dans la
vioille patrie s'est armee non seulemcnt de Loi, mais aussi de Per.

Cette jeunessc ne sc taira pas. Eretz Israel opprimee par vous,
Eretz Israel forme e devant nos freres sera une plaie ouverte dans votro
corps.. . Nous lutterons partout ct de toute fagon.

Le rideau n1est pas tomte et il ne tomtera pas. La .guerre du
peuple Hebreu vicnt seulement de coarmencer.
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David Kirpitchnikoff , un autre des "Vingt", p re sen tat
les raisons d1ordre legal de s'insurger contre 1' oppression.

LA_LOI JUIVE CONTEE LA LOID1 OPPRESSION
)Declaration de David Kirpitchnikoff)

Dans ce proces ainsi que dans les autres du mSme ordre, le tri­
bunalf'xi t son possible pour dresser les obstacles sur le chemin de
l'eclaircissement du probleme ontier, on pretendant quo les affaires poli­
tiquos se trouvent au­dela de sa competence, ainsi qu'en disant que le fait
seul contcnu dans la charge sera consider© par lui.

Cette attitude est essentiellement fausse et ne poss'ede aucuno

base dans la loi elle­meW, ni dans la pratique legislative, ni dans 10 s

dissertations scientifiques. Le role d'un trinunal n ' e st pas borne a
1'enregistrement des faits. Ce travail est celui de la police, Si un
tribunal devait se satisfaire avec !1enumeration des donnees, la procedure
legale ainsi que le temoignage personnel d'un accuse durant le pro ces,
serait superflus. line investigation secrete, sons faire ouie auxparti 6,
rien qu1en prenant compte des epreuves factuelles, suffirait completement.

Mais, si la Justice de nos temps demande des precis publics dans
la presence de I1 accuse, il en est parce qu'elle ne prend pas en con side­
ration les donnees tels queIs, mais la calpabilite; parce qu'elle ne se

propose pas de trocquer la punition pour la charge ­ mais 6116 approfondit
les aspects psychiques et la personne de 1 accuse ainsi que son passe et
les motifs qui I1ont pousse vers l'action commise par lui. Le tribunal
doit non seulement 8'arrSter sur la question si et de quelie facon 1' action
commi se par lui a ete produito, mais dormer reponse a la question: quel
homme est 1'inculpeT Est­il bon ou mauvais? Est­il propice ou nuisible
a, la societe"? Ses motifs ­ sont­ils vils ou nobles? En un mot, 1©

tribunal doit non seulement s'occuper des faits, mais decider sur le sujet
de culpabilite subjective. Et rien qu'aprls avoir eclairci ce cftte d.u

probleme, peut­il prononcer un jugement juste.
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Considerant les aspects ci­dessus, Jo tacherai d'expliquer devant
vous la question entiere, et j'espere que vous m1accorderez votre patience
pour m'ecouter jusqu'a la fin.

Quoique nous sonmes ici pcur repondre devant un tribunal pour nos
actions, et sonmes charge s de plusiours crimes tre­s graves, nous ne nous
considerons pas coupables. Cela peut vous surprendre, mais, neannoins,
il en est ainsi. Notre conscience d16tre innocents est d'un ordre special.
En general une tclle consciencere suite de1' assurance deI1 accuse qu'il
n1 a pas du tout commis l'action inculpee, et 1' accuse etant un citoyen
respectant les pouvoirs de son gouvernement, accepte les idees sur la le­
galite et1'illegal! te professees par le prosecution. Dans notre cas, il
nous est completemont egal si les faits decrits par I1 accusation ont vraiment
ete commis ou non. Plus que cela: nos idees sur la legalite et l'ille­
galite no sont pasidentiquo s avoc celle de . la prosecution ­ elles le­ur
sont absolument contraires. II est sans la moindre importance si la
prosecution a prouve que un seul ou chacun d1 entre nous avait sur lui des
arares, comme la procedure le demande en vue d'etablir le role de chaque
accuse dans l'action commise, avec exactitude et donnees particulieres sur
chaque accuse separement.

Ce qui coinpte, e'est notre idee sur la loi et la justice. Notre
conscience et notre connaissance des loi nous disent qu il est le droit et
le devoir de chaque Juif au Pays d1Israel d1 8tro arme pour se defendre et
pour lutter contre I1oppression. Voila pourquoi les faits en lumiere dans
ce proces nous sontindifferents. Parce que, are^me si'il etait prouve que
les crimes ont ete trouvees sur chacun de nous, ce fait, selon nous, ne
constituerait pas un crime, mais un devoir d'honneur. Cette opinion no

vous est pas nouvelle. Mais son importance p plus de valuer que ses
raisons. Vous gtes des Anglais qui jugent les Juigs dans leur patrie.
Vous ^tes nussi des juristes et on vous a instruits du temps de vos etudes
que les normes juridiques proviennent des idees sur le Men et le mal dans
un societe en question, Les normes juridiques ne sont pas de caprices ni
de desirs d'un administrateur; elles ne sont pas de lois eternelles. Elles
forment !'expression des opinions d'une societe sur le Bien et le Mai*
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Vous, les Anglais., vous vantez vous du fait, que plusieurs lois qui en
theorie sont obligatoires dans votre pays, n'ont plus aucune empreinte
sur la vie dcs Anglai s, parce que 10 s interests proteges par elles ou bien
les affaires regie es par elles, ne sont plus compatibles avec les i&ees
de liberte et d1 egalite en Angleterre. Cost vous, les Anglais, qui avez
determine, quand le roi Charles I fut execute par Cromwell, qu1en cas de

collision entre 1'opinion des masses et du gouverneur quant au bien et au
mal, juste et injuste, ­ c' est 1'opinion populaire sur la 10 i et ses ne­
sures qui va I1emporter, Ainsi, quand vous venez juger les Juif s au
pays d'Israel, vous devez prendre en consideration la conscience sociale
de justice sur cette terre juive, Si vous choisissez un autre chemin,
sachez done que nous re fu sons de vous accorder le droit de nous juger;
nous repoussons vos normes juridiques, rogardees par nous comme moyens
d1 oppression et d'huariliation..

Les proces d1 auparavant et les explications fournies par les
accuses dans les cas du mSme ordre, ontdemont re I1 opinion queexist e dans
les esprit s des Juif s: 1'opinion que dans les conditions presentes creees
par vous chaque Juif est permis et m£me obliged' eJtre arme. Et si cela
vous deplait, s1il vous est iarpossible de supporter I1idee meme d'un Juif
arme , vous n' ave z qu'a vous bl*amer, qu1 ablame r votre gouvernement qui est
10 coupable. Quajit a nous, nous somme s seulernent arrives aux conclusions.
Nous ne nous considerons pas d'etre responsables et vous tachez en vain do

nous lef ai re .

Aprbs avoir demontre la difference cntre la justice concue par
1'Hebreu et la, loi Anglai se en Eretz Israel, et ap re s avo ir conclu que
1'abime entre les deux est insurpassable, il est clair qu'il nous faut
approcher un nut re problome,, La science et l'histoire nous appronnont
qu1en cas de conflit entre deux principes d1ordre legal, e'est toujours
le plus ample qui 1'earporto. Ainsi la question se pose ­ lequel de
deux principes possede une plus ample me sure ­ la, loi anglai se en Eretz­
Israel ou la perception do justice du peuple Juif? Je voudrais repondre
a cette question d'une rnaniere objective etf roide.
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O'egt avec fierte que nous nous disons £tre Juif s. Nous sommes les
fils d'un des plus antiqv 3s peuples du rnon&e et nous possedons une trad­
tion de vie nationale de c^uat re mille ans. Nos ance^tres ont cree une
culture qui fut le guide dc l'humanite. Us ont forme les fondearents
d1 egalite et de justice, comare l'a mentione Churchill dans sa lettre a
l'Editeur du "Jewish Chronicle" ­ "une fois encore, le temps venu, il
)le Juif) verra la victoire de ces principes de justice que ses ancetres
ont glorieu semen t app ri s an monde. '' Dans cette epoque­la. personne n'a
encore entendu parlor d1Angleterrc et les habitants de cette lie menaient
une existencetar"bare et 3auvage , Vous ne devez pas avoir honte d' Stre
plus jeunes que nous, arai3 vous devez rougir qu'une peuple jeune trafte
un peuple antique avec cruautQ, parce que ce dernier ahe site trop long­
temps d'user la f01 "e con bio la force. ­ Nous vous avons donne la Bible,
qui fut ce pivot de votre civilisation cl cult are. Les traces de ce que
nous a.vo ns acheve zarevel ent dans la vie quotidienne des Anglai s. Nos

conqu£tes spirituelles ont ete adsptees par les besoins Anglais. Cela
non plusn1 est pas une honte,C' est areme une grande qua.lite de savoir
apprendre et de suipasser son vieux matt re, Maisc1 est une honte
eternelle que de traiter un peuple antique comme vous le fai tcs ­ de le
decevoir, de lui mentir, de le subjuguer. ­ Nous appuyons si fort sur
ce point de notre fierte nationale non pas par vanite, mais par le desir
de vous fax re comprendre qvi e votrc idee sur les itaborigines" _ les " nat ive s"
a laquelle vous 6tes habitues dans vos colonies, cette idee qui est la
base de vos relations envers les peuples gouverne s par vous ­ nous est
etrangtre, Notre suprernatie culturelle, no tre passe historique, nos
achevement spirituels et nos lois religieuses, nous donnent le droit de
dire que les categories juridiques creees par la nation Hebreue appartien­
nent a un. niveau de principes tres eleve si on le compare avec les con­
cepts legaux de votre adminstration. Si me^me votre r£gne etait humain et
juste, nous aurions exige ^ue la suprematie de 1' idee hebreue sur le droit
so it reconnue, Et d'autant plus maintenant, quand, comme tout le monde

le salt, votre admini stration est devenue un regime d1occupation usant les
nethodes d1 oppression et d'avilissement, ce qui ne demande meme pas de
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preuves, et ce qui probablement sera encore mentionne d'oine fagon plus
detaillee durant ce proems. ­ Ainsi done, si un Anglais veut juger un
Juif pm Paysd' Israel, il doit faire compte des idees juives sur la loi,
et ces idees nous disent quo tout Juif ici cst litre d etre arare pour se

et pour defendre son peuple, e'est­a­dire pour lutter centre
votre administration qui s'empare de nos droits es'sentiels. Si alors les
arares etaient trouvees sur nous, ce qui n'est pas le case si m@are nous
etions arretes en les usant, nous ne serions pas coupables.

D'une facon breVe il faut aussi passer sur la question de la
punition. II existe diverses opinions a ce sujet, mais celle qui semble
ernporter dit que la, peine devrrdt £tre de nature pedagogique et purifi­
ante et que son tut est d1 ameliorer le caractere du pecheur. Done, nous
posons la question:­ quelle serait la punition qui pourrait nous influencer
pour le mieuxT Sans etre courts s, ce qui re suite rait de nous sentir
coupablea, nous ne pouvons pas changer. Et si nous ne nous sentons pas
coupables, si au contraire, nous sentons que vous §tesinjuste s, com­

ment pouvons nous e^tre courbesT D'ou done peut venir le changement
beneficiare? Selon nous et eelon chaque Juif, ce que nous avons fait,
etait ­boh, etait Menvenu, etait sacre. II faut done conclure que de

ce point de vue, une punition n1 ach^verait aucun ­but. Passons aux autres
aspects de la peine legale. Quo i que la science des loi combat la puni­
tion en telle qu1intimidation, les tribunaux britanniques au Pays d1Israel
souvent appuient sur le point de creer frayeur en prononcant des verdicts
severe s, La question se pose: qui est­ce que vous voulez effrayer?
Notre jeunesse militante? Vous mSmes, vous n'y croyez plust Chaque

jeune Juif qui t>rend une part active dans une organisation militaire,
avant do la joindre aprof ondeinent consid©re tout les pros et les contres,
pour savo 5.r s1 il est pr£t au travail sousterrain et aux punitions et aux
souffranees, Celui qui parait devant vous est une membred' organisation.
Elle est basee sur le service volontaire. Tout le monde connait vos
tribunaux et vbs punitions et s'y est prepare avant de paraftre ici. Za
peine imp 0 see ne peut pas 1' effrayer et n'atteignera rien.
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Vous avez le droit de s'attendre que les punitions serviront
d'exemple pour los autres. Mais nous avons le droit de vous dire: vous
vous trompez si vous le croyez. Un jeune Juif d'Eretz Israel a le choix
de vivre comme vous le voulez ou de joindre une organisation militaire.
S1il choisit le chearin quSl lui epargne les souff ranees plysique il se con­
damne auxsouff ranees d'ame. Le ressentiment de l'esclavage, oppression,
humiliation le domine. Les journaux chaque matin lui apportent les nouvelles
terribles sur ses proches en Europe. Et si1il est un homme qui pense, il
ne peut pas se sauver de la honte devant sa vie paisible quand sesf rere s
et soeurs perissent en Europe, et quand dans sa patrie, des strangers en
unifomes et arme s des b'atons et des revolvers attacquent les citoyens
dans les rues. Le cinema et le livre empirent encore cet etat d'ame, Les

livre s lui decrivent la tataille heroique des mouvements de la resistance
contro 1'Allemand en Europe. . Les livrcs lui disent que la lutte contre
I1 oppress sion est louable et qu'elle est le devoir de chaque homme digne
d'etre homme. Dans le cinema il voit le "Pour qui sonna la cloche" et un

pont saute en I1 air et 1'organisation du sabotage et la bataille des
patriotes avec l'envnhisseur. En ecole on lui 8,pprend l'histoire. II
voit et il comprend que tous ont fait dc n&me et que sans cela le monde se­
rait plonge dans les tenet) res et le barbarisme. Peu a peu il pergoit ce
que la valeur de vie eternelle. Les noms des juges de Socrate ont ete
longtemps oublies. Si on s1en souvenait, ils serai ent les symboles d'avi­
lissemen t et de "bassesse. Mai s Socrate est immortel, non sulement pour
la force de son e sp ri t , mais pour avoir use ses idees en vie, pour ne pas
avoir fui quand il 10 pouvait pour avoir pri s le poison de sa propre vo­
lonte. Parce que Socrate etait sur que, quoique le poison terminera sa
vie a lui, il va aussi finalement terminer le regime d1ignorance et de
bassesse. Et la mSne histoire se repete avec Galileo, avec Giordano Bruno,
qui par leur mort vaincurent la mort.

Votre regne verse sans cesse de flots nouveaux d'huile sur le feu.

de 11 revolte. La violation de nos droits a la municipalite de Jerusalem,
la chasse soudaine dans les rue d'une ville, la commission d1 enqueue sur
les ventes de terrain dans les zones defendues ­ comme dans la Russie des
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Tsars. La spoliations1 accrue ets 'aggrand.it. Le detresses1 empire.
Lc desir do se liberer dc la torture d' aare pousse en force. Le chomin A

joindre la luttc est ouvert, Parmi les combattants soudainement la de­ .

tresse passe; un ideal, unc croyance s'erigent. Malgre lessouffrahce s
physiques, malgre la persecution sans fin ­ la vie.est pleine de valeur,
l'homare sait pourquo i il existe et pourquoi il cst pr6t a mourir. U
devient litre et independant. II n'envie plus les heros de l'histoire,
il n'a plus honte en face de leurs phantomes. Devant un membre d'une
organisation militaire les portes d'une existence vi&oureuse sont ouvert es
vers une bataille glorieuse et juste, vers le sacrifice magnanime et vqts
une conscience pure defai re du Men. II se debarasse de questions lami­
li antes de quel droit il vit quand sa famille a ete aneantie sauvagement,
II n'envie plus ceux qui ont le privilege de pleurer leurs arorts a xnr

enterrement. IIn' envies plus un fils qui suit les funerailles d­e son
p^re, qui connait le lieu do son tombeau, qui prie et allume les cierges
au jour d'an de sa niort­ Les exploits heroiques effacent les images de
Maydanek et de Treblinka, ou les chemins etaient paves des cendres hunaines,
ou. des boutons etaient produits des os deno s fr'eres, et des mattelas et
coussins ­ des cheve lures de nos soeurs.

Et la silhouette du policier anglais sedessine plus et plu­s
clairement, et la pensee resonne dans le cerveau: si nous avions commence

notre lutte plus tot, nous aurions pu abolir les obstacles sur la route
des Juif s et des ni 11 ions seraient sauves et en vie...

Et pour tout ga, votre punition n'effrayera personne. La tor­
ture morale infligeo par vous est de beaucoup plus epouvantable et plus
horrif iante que la plus dure souffrance physique.

Pourf inir: votre chemin choisi ne vous menera nulle part *

Les persecutions et les peines n'achlveront pas leur but, et les punitions
ne serviront pas d!exemple^ Vous n'avez qu'un moyen: c1 est la voie
dure de verite et de justice3 De faire justice est votre devoir,
Eendez nous notre patrie, donnez satisfaction pour le mal inhuiaain inflige
a ceux qui encore sub si stunt, faites expiation pour le peche mortel envers
les victimes massacrees, parce que e'est votre main armee qui leur a
def eno.u le secours­
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Menachem Binder, un soldat et I1Irgoun, pris prisonnier
avec 30 a.utres camarades durant uno retraite d'un exploit
nu Sud du pays, dcmandait durant le "prods" de Juin 1946
les droits accordesd1 habitude aux prisonniers de guerre.
Z "1accusateur" anglais, d'une fag onspecifique, s1 est
satisfait de la rep1ique que le "tribunal" ne possedait
de competence quant a, ce probleme.

DROITS DE BELLIGERANTS DE L'AKMEE DE LA EE SISTANCE.
____"­ ­__...*____­.__...­. ­ . ­ ­­ ­." . ­ _­­f­­­ ­­ ­ ­­ . ­ ­ ­ ­ ­­.. ­ ­ ­ ­ ­ .­

)Declaration du soldat Menachem Binder)

Les armes que votre acte d' accusation enumere ne furent pas
saisies sur nous. Si elles ataient dans no s mains, elles ne se trou­
veraient pas en votre possession en ce moment. Nous arpines ne serions pas
assis devant vous. Si nous etions en effet en possession de ces mi trail­
lettes et fusils, une de deuxchose s se sernit produites: ou nous aurions
pu nous frayer un passage a travers les rangs de vos soldat s malgre que
le nombred1 assaillants etait cent fois plusel eve que notre nombre, ou

"bien nous aurions ete tues tous dans cette bataille inegale en abattant
le plus grand nomb re possible de s votres dans !1engagement desespere.
Une autre eventualite n'existait pas. O'est un fait incontestable ­ et
nous le soulignons maintenant non pour en tirer un av8z!ta,ge quelque ce
soit, mais pour etablir la verite, ainsi que pour l'histoire ­ que toutes
les armes furent trouvees apres que nous etionsde ja, entre vos mains, la
plupart entre nous blesses par vos balles, et sB,ignants. Les arme s furent
trouvees loin du lieu ou nous fumes faits prisonniers.

)Entre parenthese j'aimerais appuyer sur le point que l'accu­
sateur fait arreur, enZ­.^B­B­s c2E2eP^f_l lux, quand il nous charged1 avoir
"ete armes". D1 apres la charge !1expression "en possession d1 armes"
devrait etre employee. Quant a nous, le, difference est negligible, et
il nous est egal la quelle des deux vous usez, aussi bien que je n'ai
pas l'intention d1 intervenir dans la niarche de ce proces, et jef ai s
cette remarque rien que pour £tre precis.)

La captivite ne portenullement atteinte a notre dignite de sol­
dats et de combattants juif s. De toute fag on, si vous me pernettez une
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coarparaison incomplete, je dirais que not re defaite peut e'tre comparee
a la chute de Tobrouk ou a la reddition de la celehre base de Singapour...
Je do is par contre constater que la conduite de vos soldats au moment

ou ils nous ont fait prisonniers fut loind' e'tre dignc de 1 ' honneur mill­
taire, Je ne veux pas m1arr^ter sur le fai t qu1ils ont maltraite nos
blesses en les couvrant d'injures et de coups. Cela fut sans doute une
decharge des sentiments de haine accuarules dans leurs coeurs. On ne peut
pas, il senble, rien faire contre les instincts, meme qu'ils soient abo­
minables et malgre qu'un homne cultive devrait conna£treI1 art de les
maft riser, Jef ai s tout specialement allusion aI1 action bien prepares
des illustres soldat s britoimiques qui avait ete executee avec precision
allemande, II nous ont pris tout objet d'une valour quelconque: argent ,
stylos, arontres, porte­monnaies, etc. Ils ont egalement requisition^
tous les potits objets qui nous sont chers non pour leur valeur monetaire,
naissur tout pour leur valeur sentiarentn.le. II s1 agit de souvenirs que

nous avions recus de nos parents et de nos amis, Est­ce juste de dero­
bor ces objects auxcombat tant s blesse s, ensanglantes,ayantsoif , au
moment de lour capture? Qui a appris aux soldat s de Sa Majeste I1 art du
pillage?

Le fait que nous avons ete faits prisonniers m£me qu'il so it
douloureux, ne nous deshonore point, tandis que les conditions dans les>'­

quelles vos soldat s nous ont captures les desohonorent ainsi que leur
uniforme, Ce n'est ■pas une conduite digne desoldat s, C'est une con­
duite de brigands de grande route.

Notre captivite a egalement une autrc aspect. Pour la premiere
fois vous avez fait prisonnier une unite militaire juive au complet et qui
fait partie de la force armee juive qui vous combat et qui declare publique­
ment qu'elle continue ra a vous attaquer jusqu'au bout; c'est a dire jusqu1­
au moment ou. cette force ellein enre serait totaleinent aneantie. Vous

traduisez cette unite en justice conformement a vos lois ordinaire s ou plu­
t^textraordinaire s, comrne si elle n'etait pas composee desoldat s, membres
de 1'armee independante de la resistance, nais conmc s1 ils etaient des de­
linquants ordinaire s. Ou est la logique d'une action pareille? *
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Je me borne, de propos delibere, a la question de logique.m&ne
qu'il serai possible de faire appel a la justice et aux sentiments humains
qui inspirent chaque homare cultive' d'Ster son chapeau derail les Sens <lui

auraient pu rester en paix chez eux, dans leurs appartements Men chau^fes,
entoures de leur bien­aines, mais qui ont e'te Poises Par le devoir envers
leursfreres et leurs compatriotes et ont prefere s'exposer au danger et
de sacrifier mSare leur vie, menes par un pur idealisme. Bien 4U'OJ1 aurait
pu demander aux quatre gentlemen, que les mots "Liberte" et "De­mocratie" ne
les quittent certainment jamnis, qu'il s traitent avec dignite les combat­
tants de 1a liberte m£me que le sort les a Besses les ^s contrG les
autres, ­ je n'insisterai point sur cet aspect de la question. Vexpe~
rience m'a enseigne que les arguments bien reflectes qui ont ^te tons pour
1e dix­neuvieme siecle ne font plus aucune impression de nos .)ours. 11

est par consequent inutile de faire appel aux sentiments humains qui ■\.. ■■

n' existent peut­^trc plus dnjis notre ^pOque, liepoque cruelle de Hitler et
de Bevin. 11 vaut arieux siadresser.a la logique, a la Pure raison' aux
considerations de "perte et profits", car s'ilexist e <1uelque chose ^ui
pourrait influencer ceux qui vous gouvernent, c'est la seule con side­
ration qu'ils peuvent comprendre. Done, Messieurs, commencons notre
construction logique sur la base fondamentale <2US voici: 11. existe dans
ce pays une force juive independante et bien armee q.^i lutte contre vous
et votre government. La guerre menee par cette force est une S^rre de
liberation, une guerre d'une nation opprimee contre son oppresseur, la
guerre d'un pays occupe contre I1 envahisseur. O'est pour quo i cette
guerre est juste, et tous les peuples qui ont eux­m&nes combat tu Pour
1eur nberte c0ntre un oppresseur interieur ou un envahisseur exterieur,
doivent reconnaftre ce fait.

Or, vous ignorez cette force, et ses membres ne sont Pour vous
que des "terroristes" , et ceux qui executent ses plans militaires ne sont
que des "criminels". Ceci n'est Pas, Messieurs, une approche nouvelle
au probleme. Les nazis allemands (il faut que je souligne "allemands"
carny ena , a mon regret, dans le monde beaucoup de ns­zis en dehors .

des Allemands) ont baptise "terroristes" tous les combattants du ma(luis
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en France, ainsi quo les partisans de Tito, les combattants do Pologne et
10 s insurges de la Slovaquie et de"la Grece. Les memes propos d'infamie
et d1 injures ont ete tenus de tout temps par les despotes, qui desiraient a
ainsi discrediter les combattants ideal istes ainsi que leur cause, Comme

vous le savez, Messieurs, les propos injurieux n'ont pas aide beaucoup aux
Nazis dans leur lutte contre les combattants de la liberte dans les pays
deI1Europe occupee, Ses peuplesopp rimes consideraient leursfUs
combattants, comare leurs emissaires, et ils les soutenaient d­e i^ui lGUr
coeur. Les autres pays ont reconnu que les ai­mees de la resistance se

trouvaient dans la position desarmee s quasi­regulieresayant les memes

droits que les soldats enuni forme. Us ont mgrne force les Allemands de

respecter les droits des armee s de la resistance. En cas de refus ils
menacerent d'user des rep resai lies, II est interessant de noter que
les Allemands qui d'une facon gene rale violaient ouvertement toutes les
lois internationales, Ont accede a cette demande et ont reconnu si non
officiellementnai s de toutg fa.con de facto les "droits de be 11ige rants"
de la resistance europeene,

Sur la base de ces precedents qu'il soit permis d'exiger de

vous au moins ce qui a ete reconnu par les nazis allemands. L'Irgoun
Tsevai Leoumi a denande, il y a deux ans, que les forces armee s Juives
soient reconnues de facto et de jure en tant qu1 armee de la resistance
a laquelle des droits der,belligerant s seraien t accordes. Nous sommes

d'avis que toutes les parties interessees en tireraient profit. Nous
croyons 8,ussi que l'avantage pour vous est mene plus grand q.ue Pour nous.
Nous, sonnos, apres tout, prepares a. tous les sacrifices puisque nous lut~
tons pour notre pays et pour assurer la vie de nosenfant s. Mais vous,
dans votre lutte contre nous, vous vous etes engages dans la mauvaise
voie compromettant vos relations internationales, vous deshonorant sans
cesse. D'autre part ce netit pays qui signifie pour nous la vie n'est
pour vous qu'une petite fraction de 40 millions de kilometres carres se
trouvant sous votre domination. Notre empressement a sacrifier tout dans
cette lutte ne peut par consequent gtre compare a, votre empressearent ^
faire des sacrifices. No t re resistance peut etre compare uniquement \
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la resistance des Russes ou moment ou ils ont defendu leur sol natal contre
les envahisseurs allemands, ou a votre resistance dans le cas ou les ararees
allemandes auraient reussi a mettre pied sur les cotes de votre pays. Get
expressement est unique et aucun danger ne serait en etat de l'affaiblir.

Si done, Messieurs, vous continuez votre politique de 1'autruche,
si vous continuez a ignorer le fait qu,'une force bien organisees' oppose
a votre domination dans ce pays, une force qui est consciente de sa mission
nationale et historique et qui est soutenue non seulement par los six cents
mille citoyensjuif s de la patrie, mais egalearent par tous los 11 millions
de nos compatriotes dans le monde entier, et comme vous le dites "last but
not least" par I1opinion publique de tous les pays libres (si vous contestez
cette allegation, vous n'avez qu'a lire une peu dans les journaux ameri­
cains,francai se et autres) ; si vous continuez d'une facon aveugle et par
routine bureaucrat ique de considerer descombat tantsjuif sf ai sant partie
des organisations differentes, comme s des delinquants ordinal re e qui
peuvent m&ne etre envoyes a la. potence comme s des criminels, alors Je
crains, Messieurs, quo le resultats.d'une attitude pareille ne manqueraient
pas d'etre tres grave s. Vous abolirez ainsi dans cette lutte, qui gagne
toujours du terrain, les lois de guerre reconnues par les nations civilisees
les lois de guerre, quo nous nous engageons a respecter dans le cas ou

vous les respecterez aussi. Mais, Messieurs, si nous voyons que le sang
juif n'a pas dc valeur alors, commc nous 1'avons anno nee il y a deux ans,
le sang anglais n'aura non plus de valuer, et la guerre entrc nous prendrait
un cours qu'on ne pourrait pas prevoir. Vous vous rappellez certainement
quo jjendant les annees de notre lutte, nos comarade s ont a plusieurs re­
prises desarme vos soldats et vos agents de police; . des dizaines de vos
soldats et de policiers furent captures par nos gens, et apres qu'ils se

sont rendus, aucune main ne se leva contre eux et vos prisonniers furent
liberesaussi t6t 1?. tache de nos comarade s accomplie. Meme dan s ce ce"s

il n'y a pas d'egalite netre nous, car vos soldats ont ete nos prisonniers
durant quelqu­es heure s seulement, tandis que nous, lorsque nous tombons
dans vos mains, nous passons dans vos prisons et camps de concentration de
10 ngue s annees. Cet avantage est du aux conditions specifies que nous
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nc permettent pas encore de tenir longtemps vos soldats prisonniers. 11

est possible que ces,conditions changer on t et cette inegalit'e disparaftra.
De toute facon il eat evident que la vie d'un prisonnier est sacree, on n'y
touche pas; tout comme il est defendu de s'acharner contre les prisonniers,
les tourmenter ou refuser de satisfaire leurs besoins huarains. Mais qu0

se passe rait­il si vous levez votre main contre les soldats juifs captures
par vous? Croyez vous que les combat tants juifs passeraient simplement
A 1'ordre de jouri C'est evident qu'ils eeront contraints de tirer des
conclusions de cette attitude, Dans vos considerations, Messieurs,
n1oubliez pas une chose qui est d'une importance cap i tale dans les condi~
tions existantes: Les soldats d'Yisrael qui combattent, croyent pro­
fondement que dans le ens ou. cette lutte ne leur apporterait pas la victoire
voulue, il n'y aurait plus d' existence ou avenir pour eux m£mes, pour leurs
f ils et leur peuple. II ne faut pas prendre ces cho se s a la leg'ere.
lelle est la situation dans laquelle nous nous trouvons. Nous soarnies les
fils du siecle de Maidanek et de Treblianka, Nous n'avons pas d1 illusions,
Nous savons tres bien ce qui sera notre sort dans le cas ou nous n'etablia.
sons pas notre etat qui pourrait nous defendre du point de vue militaire et
politique, Nous sommes par consequent prepares a tout eventualite. La
guerre que nous menons est une guerre de vie et de mort pour la nation
juive; aucun danger ne nous arretra et aucun sacrifice ne pourrait nous
intimider,

Je vous ai parle en toute franchise parce que cette cause n'est
pas seulement la mienne et celle de mes camarades qui se trouvent dans cette
Salle, mais elle concerne egalement des milliers et des dizaines de mil­
liers de personnes, anglais et juifs, qui pourraient £tre les victimes de
votre aveuglement, de votre attitudediscrim inante envers les combat taints
d'une nation que lutte pour assurer ses droits. Si vous meditiez attenti­
vement sur ces faits, vous arrive riez egalement a la conclusion que vous
devez reconnaftre de jure et de facto 1'armee de la resistance juive en

lui accordant tous les droits legaux et ce qui s'en re suite,
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L'approche "objective" des "juges" anglais ayant ete mise
en lumi'ere par une remarque typiquement nazie du President
du " tribunal!1 le soldat de l'Irgoun Tsevai Leoumi ­ Haim
Louster, un des Trente et Un, a exprime ses avis,

ALLEZ_VOUS_EN CHEZ 7OUSI

)Declaration du soldat H.Loiistor)

Ma declaration ne sera qu'une interpellation. ^n prison, une
information ar1 est ­oarvenue, qui fut transmise par le poste emetteur secret
de l'lrg­oun Tsevai Leouni, disant que vous, Monsier le President, avez
prononce dans une assearblee d' off iciers le paroles suivants:

"II est dommage qu'on n'a pas fait avec les Juifs de Palestine
ce qu'on a fait avec les Juifs d'^urope. J'aurais pu alors quitter ce
pays maudit et rentrer ches aroi enAngle te­rre".

Ne vous etonnez pas, que vos paroles soient parvenues a la re­
si stance juive. Je no puis pas garantir d1avoir transmis vos propos avec
une precision absolue, mais je crois que lour teneur est exacte, II faut
que vous sachiez, que la resistance juivo est munie de beaucoup d'oreilles
et de beaucoup d'yeux. Elle entend et voit des choses dont vous ne
pourriez jaarais vousimaginer qu'elles pui ssent atteindre , ceux qui vous
combat tent,

Vos paroles, Monsieur le President, nccessitent une analyse de­
taillee ainsi qu'uno discussion approfondie. Vous n1etes pas a la fin
du compte, un officier ordinaire ou un fonctionnaire subalterne du gou­
vernenent. Vontre position est assez elevee, peut­etre :n&ne qu'ello ost
une des plushaute s dans ce pays, car dans vos main s se trouve la balance
de la justice ­ autant qu1il existe une justice britannique, ­ et vous
decidez parfois de la vie humaine. C'est pourquoi je prends au serieux,
I1 opinion que vous avez earise en presence de vos caararade s et amis, et
pense que chaque juif fe ra de neare. 11 est necessaire que je 1! examine.
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Je veux commencer par la fin. Vous avez classifie ce Pays
COmme Her re maudite11. C'est une expression non moins stupefiante 1U'­
injurieuse. Jusqu'a present nous dtions habitues a ce <2ue tout le monde

appelle notre payS "Terre Sainte", car cette te"e est en effet ****** aux
yeux de dizaines de millions de personnes qui sans distinction de r®li­­
gion et de ;race 1a considered COmare ^sourced' inspiration divine et comme

centre de la doctrine mono the iste. Sur la base de ce fait la Commission
d1EnquSte Anglo­Americaine ­ ou plutot ses membres anglais ­­ ont decid®
de declarer que les interns duChrist ianisme en Palestine sont dlune
grande importance et qu'il­faut pour cette raison y assurer votre Pouvoir.
le pOuvoir des anglais Chretien. Si cela est vrai, comment expliquerez­
vous, Monsieur, que vous, Anglai s et Chretien, appelez ce Pp^s "Terre
Maudite1'?

11 se peut, et j' arrive a cette conclusion sur la tase de la
premiere partie de votre declaration caracteristique, <lue dans vos yen*
la TerreSainte fut convertie en Terre Maudite, parce <lue les Juifs
l'habitent, parce que les Juifs, tout comme leurs anc^tres, veulent he­
riter cette terre. C'est une dr51e d'idee. 11 est Evident Pour tout
le monde que cette terre est devenue sainte aux yeux de l'humanite Srace
aux Juifs. C'est eux qui ont detruit, il y a deux mille ans les idoles
de paiens, et c'est eux qui ont apporte ici 1^ Pa^le dG Dieu du Mont
Sinai. On ne doit pas de meme outlier que les premiers fondateurs du

Christian! sme sont sortis des rangs de notre Peu­Ple et $ue ltarbre du
Christian! sme qui a Pousse des tranches dans tous les pays du monde, a
ete plante et a grandi sur notre sol.

Si malgre tout vous etes d'avis que les Juifs ont transforme la
Palestine en terre maudite, je me sens oblige de vous Poser une autre (lues­
tion. Vous avez evidemment le droit de hair les Juigs, vous nJe"tes Pas
le seul dans ce monde qui nous haisse; mais si vous haissezles. Juifs,
comment votre conscience humainevous permet­elled1 accepter la Position
de juge des Juifs? II parait que dans chaque mannuel de droit n est
clairement indique que si un juge ou un des membres du tribunal ait Pour
une cause ou 1' autre Une opinion regative preconQue sur 1'inculpe, n est
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de son devoir de demander qu'on le remplace. A mon avis, Monsieur, vous
etiez oblige d'agir de la sorte. Nous considerons tous ce tribunal d'Stre
illegal; mais il est d'autant plus evident qu'on ne peut pas reconnaftre
un juge qui expose publiquement son aversion personnelle envers le peuple
en tier dont inculpes sont les fils.

H y a pourtant une phrase dans vos declaration, qui a not re
entiere approbation. Rarement nous soarmes d1 accord, n'est ce pas? H
faut par consequent enregistrer ce fait dans le protocole et aux i'­eux de
1' opinion publique, Nous approuvons de tout coeur votre idee que voub
devez rentrer chezvous, ' revenir chez votre famille en Angle terre. Nous
I1 approuvons pour une double raison. Tout d'abord nous apprecions beau coup
les sentiments de nostalgie, le desir de rentrer a la maison. Ce sentiment
vous dever le savoir, est plants dans nos co eur s depui s presque deux mille
annees. Combien nous avons voulu rentrer chez nous pendant toutes les
annees de notre dispersion! Nos prieres, nos reVes, nos implorations S&

sont concentres sur le jour quand Bieu nous remenera dans notre pays.
Nos pjeux ontchant e sur les rives de Babylon 11Quand Dieu renversera la
captivite de Sion, nous serons dans un r§ve". Oui, dans un rSve, Parce
qu' il n'exite pas un bonheur plus grand que le retour a, la maison paternelle.
Et il n'y a pas en effet de difference si vous rentrer d'un palals ou d'une
barraque, d'une contree magnifique ou d'une" terre maudite", du voisinage
de bons gens ou comme il nous est arrive de parmi de meurtriers. Ce q.ui
import e vraiment c'est de rentrer au foyer. Et c'est ce que nous voulons.
II est evident que cela ne peut £tre notre affaire a nous seulernent.
Nous sommes parmi les heureux qui avons reussi a rentrer chez ^ous, mais
il y en a des millions de nosfre res qui desi rent la m6me chose.Peut­on
leurs refuser ce droit? D'autant plus que ce sont des gens aui ne Pos~
s^dent mime pas une maison proviso ire, puisque leur maison const ruite snv

un voIcf^ji fut totalement detruite ensevelissant sous ses decombres tous
ceux qui leurs etaient chers, vivants ou morts.

En effet, Messieurs, veuillez comprendre, si vous e*tes encore en

etat de comprendre que tout le probleme auquel meme notre proces est lie*
consiste dans le retour chez elles des masses qui sont privees d'une maison.
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El les ne rentrent pas pour la seule rai son que vous ne le leur permettez
pas. Parceque vous leur refusez ce droit qui est si naturel, si clair,
si imperatif pour vous, Monsier le President, a ce point que vous £tcs
dispose a, araudi r et blasphemer me^me des idees sacr^es quand vossup6­
rieurs ajournent votre ret our chez vous. Si dans cette attitude se cache
un egoisme d'un type special, je regrette de 'ne pouvoir le classifier autre­
ment qu1 egoisme vil, il faut en tirer certaines conclusions. II parait
que tant que votre desir ne sera pas satisfait et vous, ainsi que tous
vos camarades qui gouvernent notre pays, ae serez pas rentres chez vous,
notre peuple sera empeche de rentrer chez lui. Mais, Monsieur, vous
etes li"bre de vous en allez ! Et non seulement vousl Prenez avec vous
tous vos soldat s et policiers, tous vos fonctionnaires, qui eux auspi ont
sans doute le de sir de rentrer chez eux. Rentre z chez vous et restituez
nous le pays que vous nous avez vole. Vous save z tres t>ien que nous le
prendrons et il sera a nous comme il a ete toujours. Vos chefs militaires
qui ont temoigne devant la commission mixted1 enqueue,n* ont pas laisse
de doute sur ce point: le pays sera a nous, mais notre pouvoir n'aura
pas pour "but d1 exploiter qui que ce soit ou de convertire le pays en base
militairc, Nous gouvernerons 10 our accomplir une missione levee, une mis­
sion de la Providence, une mission humanitaire, Nous rapatrierons des
millions de personnes qui n'ont pas d1existence et d'avenir sans ce domi­
cile. Vous voyez done que dans ce cas, nos desirs intimes sont identiqu.es.
Si vous rentrez chez vous, nous rentrerions chez nous, et alors il ■ץ;י11

aura certainement aucune raison de troubler la paix entre nos deux peuple s.

Faites le, au nom de la paix, allez vous en et rendez nous notre
foyer.

Et maintenant, Monsieur, permettez moi d1 analyser bri^vement la
premiere partie de vos paroles. Vous avez exprime votre regret, qu'on
n'a pas fait avec les Juif s de la Palestine ce qu'on a fait avec les Juif s
d1 Europe. Parlons ouvertement: Vous savez exactcment ce qu'on a fai t en
Europe: on 0, jette nos freres en masse dans les chambres a gaz et on les
aext ermines d'une mani­ere infernale. Et vous, Monsieurs, vous voulez
que la meme chose se repete dans ce pays. Tres interessant et tar'es
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instructif I Et vous vous rendez certainement compte 1ue cette fois ci
ce ne seraient pas les Allemands qui asphyxieraient do's millions d'hommes,
femmes et enfant s; cette fois ci ii foudrait employer les mains de vos
freres anglais qui prechent ia Bible et la fraternite des Nations et la
democratie. II me semble que vous 6tes prepare a charger vos compatriotes
de cette mission, et vous avez l'espoir qu'ils l'accompliront. Vous aV6Z

peut­Stre raison, Monsieur; il se peut qu'ilsseront Prgts a le faire'
non mOins que l'ont ete les Huns "civilises". Mais vous. Monsieur, et
tous les votres devez savoir q.ue:

Vous ne le verrez pas se realiser, non, decidemment nonl

Vous ne reussierz jamais a introduire le people de ce P^s dans
les c^mps d1 extermination sans payer un Prix terrible de sanS. Cela fut
possible !^.­bas seulement, sur le sol maudit do notre dispersion, sur le
sol vraiment maudit d'exil qui a prive nos compatriotes de force de re'­
si stance morale et physique, qui les a desarmes parcequ'ils avaient. f0i
dans les ideals de1'human! te. Seulearent la­tas cela etait Possi"Dle et
m&ne la­tas le Lion de Judah s'est reveille et a atta^ au dernier m0~

■ment 1esabominable s meurtiers en atattant des milliers d'entre eux.
Mais ici, ia chose ne peut mgme pas commence r. Nous sommes ici sur notre
terre. Elie nous a rendu la force juvenile des Macchabeens. Slle nous
a ordonne de prendre une fois.de plus les armes, et de la IVoqtqt pa,v

notre sang, de la mgme facon que nos ancStres, lesconque' rants et lite­
rateurs, 1tOnt fait. Elle a resuscite en nous les he'ros de Massade et
Jodephct, elle nous a donne une force nouvelle, elle nous aPPelle de

profundis: "Levez vous et luttez pour moiet pour mon PeuPle <lui fut
tanni de son pays. "

Nous avons repondu a cet appel, Messieurs, l'aPPel de la m^re.

1a m^re­patrie,
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Suivent maintes declarations de I1Irgoun Tsevai Leoumi
prononcees dans certains momen.t depui sI1 ete de 1945.
La premiere a ete faite en Juillet 1945 quand la Labour
Party l'a earporte aux dlections.

NOUS DOHHERONS A LA LABOUR LA CHANCE DE TSNIR SA PAROLE.

La Labour Party a pris pouvoir en Grande Bretagne. Avant de
l'achever, ce parti a promis de rend re Erctz Israel au peuple d1 Israel
comme pays independant, ou' tous ceux qui le desiraient, pourraient
s'etablir. _ Cette promesse ne nous donne pas une garantie que nos buts
nationaux seront realises. Le peuple juif, experiments en souffranees,
est experiments en deceptions. Les personnalites et les partis d'oppo­
sition politique ont fait maintes promesses et engagements durant les
vingtcinq annees e coulees; mais, en saisissant le pouvoir, ils ont oublie
leurs paroles et continuaient les methodos qui menent au derobement de
notre pay ot A 1r­ destruction de not re peuple. Cos experiences, pour les­
quelles le peuple juif a paye avec six millions vies humaines, nous ont
appris, que rien sinon une vraie guerre d1independance ne men era 2es
fact curs politiques internationaux a se moiivoir et n'apportera pas la res­
taurp.tion de notre peuple subjugue et massacre. ­ Cette conclusion
historique est claire. La lutte dans laquelle la militante jeunesse na­
tionale est engagee comme une avant­garde, n'est pas poursuivie a fin
d1 obtenir des decla.rations amicales ni des decrets. La lutte continue
pour I1 achevement au but essentiel: l'dtablissement du regne juif sur la
terre juive. La lutte ne cessera pas avant que le but soit atteint.
C'est pourquoi, malgre, les menaces de toutes parts, nous n'avons pas
pose nos armes, et durant les jours derniers, nos operations ont ete ■^BXti­

culierementample s. ­ Pourtant, en face d'un gouvernement dont to\1s Jos
membres, en tels que membres d'un parti, ont signe le programme d.e i■6*0}11­

des Juifs a Sion et de !1etablissement de l'Etat Juif, nous considerons
qu1il est de notre devoir en pleine responsabilite et bonne volonte, de

lui donne r la chance de nous fournir de preuves s'il se propose de cQnti­
nuer sur la voie de tout autre Gouvernement Anglais ­ voie de deception
et de mensonge ­ ou bien s1 LI a I1 intention de remplir sans delai ses pi­0­
messes faite s publiquement et solennellement.
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Sans 11etat ou se trouve not re peuple, un lapse de temps tr^s
court seulement ­ quelques ssmaines et pas des mo is ­ est necessaire pour
se rendre compte si les paroles de ce gouvernement seront confirmees par
les actions, ou Men si les illusions tragiques du peuple juif une fois
encore seront de cue s d'une facon qui de nouveau, et cette fois­pi, finale­
ment, demanderait de nous:

UNE LUTTE, UNE LUTTE SANS EEPIT, UKELUTTE­ JUSQJJ'A LA VICTOIHE!

Le 29 Juin 1946, une contre­attaque anglaise fut declanchee
contre le peuple juif. Elle vint au moment ou toutes les
trois organisations militaires juives clandestines proce­
daient forces jointes dans leur lutte. L'Irgoun Tsevai
Leoumi a reagi immediatemont par un appel et un plan d'une
unite nationale complete, par le pro jet d'un gouvernement
nationale ct d'un quartier general national auquel I1Irgoun
Tsevai Leoumi alors, comme avant et comme desormais, serait
pr£t de se gubordonner.

MOBILISATION_NAT 10 HALE .

L1 arrestation des chefs du Yishouv n1 est qu'un pas dans la guerre
d1extermination pour suivie methodiquement et brutal ement par le regime
anglais sanglant contre notre pueple. Cet acte d1aggression a ete pre­
cede par beaucoup d' actionsho stiles qui ontabout i £ la destruction d'un
tiers de nosfre res, qui nous ont amenes au "bord d'un abime et qui n'ont
eu qu'un scul but: De mcttre fin aux aspirations d1independance juive, ­
de nous voler notre patrie pour toujours, ­ de nous transformer, comme

aux pays de dispersion, en poussiere et de nous faire disparaitre de la
terre, La main tyrannique de 1' ennemi ­ ce malt re de Hitler' ainsi que

son heritier ­ s1 est levee contre nous. 1'existence du peuple est en jeu,

Nous n1avons pas d'autre moyen que la lutte. En ce moment­ci
!1hesitation est un crime, le delai et le recul sont de pe che s mortels,
En ce moment le peuple entier ­ a Sion et aux pays loint^ines de I1exil­
doit se lever et s'abattre sur le tyran cruel, s1 in surge r de toute fagon
et par tout moyen ju squ 'a ce que 1' ennemi succombe,
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En face deI1 aggression anglai se qui pretend d'etre unemesure
d' ordre public et de loi, lc peuple. juif, le seul araitre de cc pays, doit
imarediatement former des institutions representatives nationales, de par
droit, * voire:

a)Ungouvemoment provisoire juif ­ le gouvernonent legal du pays,
qui combat tera le regime d'occupation anglai se jusqu'a sa chute. .

b)Un conseil national supreme ­ un parlement du peuple juif et
du Pays d1 Israel,ayant a promulguer' des lois, A imposer les devoirs ot £
donner des ordres.

c)Une publication de la Declaration d1 Ind^pendance et Liberte
Juive ­ un fondement de la constitution du pays, dont les principes seront
la liberte, l'egalite et la justice sociale pour tous les citoyens et habi­
tant s du pays.

d)Des tribunauxjuif s de justice­ct un boycott des tribunaux
anglai.

e)L' echiquier du pouple Juif; tous les impots payes par nous
doivent y parvenir, et le paiement d'impSts £ l'envahisseur doit Stre
defendu,

f)L'armee unie de liberation juive, qui pretera serment de ne pas
poser les armes avant l'etablissement de notre etat independant.

g)Le quartier general militaire qui proclamera la mobilisation
gene rale de tous ceuxcapable s decombatt re, et qui formera un regime inter­
mediare pour gerer la vie quotidienne en ce temps de crise et m^nera 1G

cours de la lutte.

h)Un appel aux centres de dispersion pour se rallier au plus vite
au secours de Sion luttant,

i)Un appel aux pays du monde ­ aux Etats Unis, a I1Union So­
vietique, a la France, a tous les peuple s libres pour demander leur appui
dans la bataille juive de liberation.

Ainsi ­ et ainsi seulement ­ nous devisndrons une nation combat­
tant l'envahisseur de notre pays ­ et cesserons d'etre une "communaute"
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persecute par ses maftres qui "imposent la loi". Ainsi ­ et ainsi seule­
ment ­ le peuplc juif va surgir et vivre et briser les chalnes d'esclavage.

Les demi­mesures doivent prendre fin. Levons ledrapeau do re­
volte! Unissons nos effort, joignions nos mains, regardeons nos fins d­'un
oeil clair, ayons foi dans nos croyances. C'est le tyran cruel, l'aggres­
seur perfide qui nous a donne le choix: Guerre de liberation ­ ou destruc­
tion. La libert© ­ ou la mort.

11 s'est passe ainsi, que 1.ordre du jour circule par le
Nazi General Barker A la fin de Juillet 1946, n'est pas
demeure uns ecret et a devoile la vraie nature de ceux qui
coarmandent les armees d1 occupation de Sa Majeste, Cet
ordre fut publie par I1 Irgoun Tsevai Leouari pour le bene­
fice du pu"blic.

A LACOMAISSMCE_DU_PUBL IC .

Ordre de jour du General Barker aux
Officiers et Soldats

du 26.7.46.

Nous portons a la connaissance du public juif et du mon&e civi­
Use le texts complet deI1 ordre du jour du Comarandant­en­Chef Nazo­Bri­
tannique des armees d'Eretz Israel.

"La Communaute juive en Palestine ne peut pas se degager de la
responsabilite de la longue serie d'actes d'horreur qui atteint son 16נו1ט00

avec I1 explosion des bureaux du Gouvernement situes dans !1Hotel "King
David" laquelle causa de grave s pertes en vies humaines. Sans 1' ai(ie
active ou passive accorde par le public juif aux groupements terroristes,
re spon sables des actes criminels, les coupables auraient ete decouverts.
De ce fait les juif s du pays ont luer part de culpabilite.

Je Suis fermement decide a \eur faire subir une punnition et
leur faire ressentir des sentiments de mepri s et de degoult provoques par
leur conduite. Nous ne devons pas nous laisser e^atrainer par cette
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sympathie hypocrite qui nous a ete exprimee par leur dirigeants et leurs
corps rep resentatif s, non plus que par les protestationsd'apr1e s lesquelles
ils declarent n'£tre pas responsables des actes des terroristes puisqu'ils
n' ont aucune influence sur eux, Je repete que si le public juif avait
sinceTement voulu arettre fin aux crimes, il y aurait reussi en collabo­
rant avec nous. Conformement a ce qui precede, j'ai decide qu'a parti
de la reception de la presente, tous les lieuxd1 amusements, les cafe s, les
restaurants, los magasins et les maisons juives seraientdef endues d'etre
frequentes pour les !nembres des forces anglaises. Aucun soldat britannique
ne doit entretenir des relations avec desjuif s et les relations de service
seront limitees autant que possible. Je comprends que ces me sures creeront
desdiff icultes aux soldat s, mais je suis sur que si mes raisons leur sont
expliquees, ils cornprendront leur devoir et puniront lesjuif s de la
facon a laquelle cette race est le plus susceptible; en touchant a leur
bourse, ce qui msxLifestera nos sentiments d1 horreur a. leur egard. "

L'avertissement suivant, n'ayant pas ete pris en conside­
ration par le regime de barbarisme pjiglai s, qui n'a pas
he site a flageller un soldat juif age de seize ans, ­ fut
par consequent suivi par une flagellation de represailles
subie par un officier et deux sous­officiers anglais♦
Les flagellations anglaises ont pris fin.

AVSRTISSEMENTI

Un soldat hebreu, fai t prisonneir par 1'ennemi a ete condamna,

par une "Cour Martile illegale britannique, a la peine himiliante de

flagellation.

Nous prevenons le Gouvernementd 1Occupation de ne pasexe cuter
cette punition qui est contraire aux lois de 1'honneur militaire* En cas
contraire, tout officier de I1armee britannique d1 occupation en Eretz Israel
sera passible d'une peine similaire de 18 coups de fouet,

^Ar IRGOUN TSEVAI LEOUMI (K.M.O.)
D6cemtre' 1946* be'Eretz Israel.
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Les aspirations de 1'Irgoun Tsevai Leoumi aux tonnes et
aaricales relations avec les citoyensara.be s d'Eretz I srael ,
ont ete repetees \ plusieurs repreises a, eux ausi qu'au
monde entier. Dans une proclamation special e publiee en
1945au langue sArate et Hebreue,c es aspirations ont ete
exprimees d'une fag on precise. Malgre la terreur main­
tenue au pays par des "leaders"arabe s incites par les
Anglais et nomine s par eux­menres, il y ,a eu beaucoup de
signes quant a. une reponse de bienvenu aux coeursarabe s
a 1'appel de 1'Irgoun, Ce qui suit est 1'appel en
question.

A NOS VOISINS AEABES. .

La jeunesse hebreue entrainee au combat, a declauche sa lutte de
liberation dans la patrie. L'Irgoun Tse'vai Leoumi be'Eretz Israel avec
les milliers de ses membres est en guerre contre le gouvernement perfide
qui ,­1 pour but d'aneantir les visions eternelles du grs,nd peuple hebreu.
Cette guerre pour I1independence, qui ne vient que de commencer, va s'ac­
croitre en ampleur et en violence. ­ Cotte guerre n'est pas dirigee contre
vous. Nous ne voiis considerons pas comare ennemis. Nous voulons §tve
bons voisins avec vous. Nous n!avons nul desir de vous nuire ni de vous
onlever la terre sur laquelle vous demeurez. II y a assez de place en
Eretz Israel pour vous, vosenfant s, vospetits­enfants, et pour les aril­
lions de juif s qui n'ont d'autre place sur terre que ce pays. Le Gouverne­
ment hebreu vousassure ra une pleine egalite', Les langue s hebreue e*

arabe seront les langues du pays. II n'y aura pas de discernearent entre
Juif et Arabe dans 1' admission aux postes et traveaux gouvernamentaux.
Les endroits sac res de l'Yslam seront places sous la tutelle de vos re~
presentants. Le gouvernement hebreu faciliteraI1 education desarp­s ses
arabe s et il n'y aura pas d1 analphabetes au pays de la Bible. II n'y
aura pas d'epidemies dans vos villes et villages. Les salaires sez­ont
au niveau europeen. Votre agriculture sera developpee. Vous b&tirez
des mai son s a la place des tentes. L'electricite et l'eau parviendront
partout ou vous vivez. L'Ete.t hebreu sera notre mai son commune et il y
aura paix et bon voisinage entre lui et les etats arabes,
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Le gouvernementperfide ne le veut pas. II fait tout son pos­
sible ^our semer entre nous les grains do querelle, pour­orus inciter contre
nous et nous contre vous, en vue de s1 assurer le role d'un arbitre supreme,
en vue de vous laisser dans la sterilite du desert et les tenkbres de 1'igno­
ranee, et d'abandoner nos frere a la de'tresse de perir en exil. Mai s nous
ne protons pas I1oreille aux mots ruses de trahison. Et nous en avons
donne des preuves. A Ramall ah, centre Arabe, nous nous sommes empare du
poste emettexxr central malgre se proximite de la grande forteresse poli­
ci&re ­ et nous n'avons pas touche les habitants arabes de cette ville.
Nous avons agi arme s en main a, Jerusalem et a Haifa, mais nous ne 16s
avons pas tournees contre les Arabe s. II en ^tait ainsi dans 10 passe et
cela continuera de so rmai s.

Mais vous o.ussi, vous devez eviter de suivrc les coneeils tra­
hisseurs. Ne levez pas votre main contre les Juif s et leur propriete,
Parce qua si vous le faites en depit de vos interets personnels et nationaux,
nous serons forces defrapper cette main avec nos armes. Et vous M<$mes

ainsi que le monde cntier avez deja appris la force de la jeunesse hebreue.

Tout depend de vous et de votre prudence. Si vous le voulez, et
si vous n'ecoutez pas les mauvai s conseils, paix et amitie r^gneront toujours
entre nos deux peuples dins ce pays. Nous­bat irons cette Te*­re Sainte
ensemble; ensemble nous profiterons do ses fruits ef de sesri chesses;
ensemble nous veillerons a son developpcment industriel et agronome; ensemble
nous suiverons le chemin des peuples libres du monde vers une ­vie Justet
libre, honorable ot heurcusG.

Voisins Arabe s, nous tendons notro main envers voue en amis et
en freres, Ne la rejettez pas.
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L' appel suivant a ete presents auxdiplomat es des Etats Unis,
de !1Union Sovietique et de la France durant la conference
de Moscou en Janvier 1947, otf ces diplomates ont confere
avec les representants de la Grande Bretagne.

APPEL A LA COEFEESNCE DE MOSCOU.

Les representants des puissances victories ses se sont reunis a
Moscou pour etablir ­ seloh cequ'il s disent ­ une paix durable,

Mais la paix est indivisible.
Ce principe a ete etabli dans la ville­orSme otf cette conference

internationale a son siege, et la rdalite en a demontre la verite.
La paix n'est pas divisble. La liberte n'est divisible non plus,
Lesminist res des affaireset rangeres des Etats Unis, deI1 Union

Sovietique et de la France doivent savoir, qu'il n'y as pas de paix en Eretz
Israel, pas plus qu'il y n'y a de liberte. La paix y est troublee par
l'armee d1 Occupation britannique, qui a transforme notre pays en une base
militaire et en un grand c­ampd1 oppression; la liberte ­ et le droit m^ine

de vivre ­ nous est enleve par le gouvernement illegal du conquerant Bri­
tannique. A la lumiere de I1experience de notre generation, il vaut bien
de rap­oeller aux repre sent ants des grandes puissances, que la guerre et
!'oppression en Eretz Israel menacent de mettre en peril la paix du aronde

et la liberte des peuples.
Nous appellons, done, au nom de notre peuple qui mene une lutte

pour sa liberte contre un oppresseur agressif et cruel, aux mini st res des
affaires et range res des Etats Unis, de l1Union Sovietique et de la France t

qu'ils pretent I1 attention a la situation en Eretz Israel et qu'ils mettent
cette question a I1ordre du jour de leurs deliberations.

Par egard pour la paix et la securite, par egard pour la liberte
des peuples et pour la justice internationale ­ on doit forcer la Grande
Bretagne:
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a) A retirer l'armeed1 occupation britannique d'Eretz Israel
occidental e et orientale.

b) A abolir le regime illegald1 occupation britannique ­ directe
en 3retz I srael occidentale et indirccte en Eretz Israel orientale. ,

c) A remettre le gouvernement d'Eretz I srael dans les mains d'une
representation democratize du peuple hebreu ­ d'un gouvernement hebreu pro­
visoirc ­ qui realisera le rapatriement de nos compatriotes qui aspirent de
retourner dans leur patrie, et qui organisera des elections litres pour
le parlament et le gouvernement de not re pays, qui representeront tous Jos
citoyens du pays, sans difference d1 origine ou de religion.

Ce sera la solution d'un des problemes les plus douloureux de

l'hurnanite entiere; ce sera !1assurance de la paix et du progres social
en Erotz Israel et le Moyen Orient; ce sera la fin de !1oppression et de
1a guerre dans ce pays historique, qui mettcnt en peril la paix du monde.

' II est dans votre pouvoir, Messieurs les representants des Etats
Uni s, deI1UnionSoviet ique et de la France, de le faire. Faites­le par
egard pour la paix durable, pour 1'etatlissement de laquelle la conference
de Moscou s'est reunie, apres la guerre sang 1 ante et terrible, qui a co'ute
notre peuple depourvu de souverainete six millions de victimes.
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Appel aux nations du monde, radiodiffuse en fr&ncais,
anglni s, :russe etitalien par le Poste clandestin de
1'Irgoun Tsevai Leouari, le 21.8.46.

HE VOUS ASSOCIEZ PAS AU CRIME ­
AIBEZ LES KEFUGIES_D' ISRAEL_[_

. "■.­­­­­ ""

L'oppresseur Nazo­Britannique a fait le blocus de notre Patrie*
c'est le blocus le plus cruel de lihistoire humaine. T1 n'est Pas dirig®
contre ie ravitaillement de l'enneori en matieres premieres ou en materiel
de guerre. Ce ­biocusest dirige contre des Stres ^umains ­ contre des
hoarmes qui durant de longues annees ont comtattu 2a tyrannie naziste; c0ntre
des homines qui par miracle se sont echappes des mains de leurs extermina­
teurs; centre des homines auxquels rien n'est reste sur terre sauf la Patrie ­
la Patrie qui doit leur rendre la raison de vivre, et renplacer les §tres
cheres qui ont e'tes fusillds, asphyxies et enterres vivants.

L'oppresseur Nazo­Britannique veut vous faire complices du crime
et VOus invite a 1'aider dans la condamnation des survivants de notre ?euple
decime. N'y voi^s pretez pas.

Vous avez combat tu durant des annees contre un oppresseur crue1.
et ave2 appris que 1a Liberte est indivisible tout coarme la S>aix. L0rS­
qu'un peuple tombe en esclavage, le tour d'autres PeuPles viendra Par la
^ite. Notre combat done est votre combat et notre Victoire votre Vict0ir6#
Aidez ­ done nos freres qui retournent a leur Patrie unique! Donnez­leur
passage at ravers vos frontieres, donnez­leur *e^e duraIlt leurs 10ngU6S

peregrinations! Montrez­leur le chemin vers lQs rivesl Mettez a leUr
disposition les moyens de transport.

De cette maniere vous aiderez la justice a triompher du mal. la
1iterte a emporter SUr 1' esclavage, et la victime a vaincre le mourtrier.
Vous aiderez ainsi non geulement notre peuple, mais vous­memes et VOtre

avenir.
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Dans I1 effort detf riser l'ame du peuple juif et de
1' influence r a devenir denonciateur des groupes mill­
tantes clandestine s, I1envahisseur Anglais decreta
au commencement du mois de Mars 1947 que la grande
portion du pays se t rouvai t sous "loi martiale",
dont le ­but immediat etait d1 ieolor les centres
Juif s l'un de 1 ' autre ainsi que du reste de la terre,
ainsid'et rangier la vie ec'onomique juive. Pourtant
ni I1Irgoun Tsevai Leoumi ni le reste de la popula­
tion a pris peur, L1Irgoun a declenche une serie
d'attacques de vigueur et d1ampleur comme les objectives
anglai s n'en avaient aupaarvent ep rouve de searblable,
Et la porulation n'a pas recule. Apres deux semaines,
la loi martiale fut honteusement atolie. L1 Irgoun
Tsevai Leoumi publia alors le communique suivant:

POURQUOI LA LOI MARTIALE A ETE ABOLIE?

L'oprresseur a ete force d'atolir la loi martiale parceque:

1)L' Angleterre a peur des complication internationales♦ L 1Union
Sovietique et la Pologne pourraient demander, que la question de loi martiale
etant introduite en temps de paix dans un pays qui est formellement sous la
tutelle internationale, soit discutee par le Conseil de Securite des Nations
Unies.

2) Les coups recus par I1ennemi des mains de 1'Irgoun T sevai
Leoumi malgre I1imposition de la loi martiale, ont. rendu ce aroyen com­

pl'etement ridicule.
3)Un amerture menacnnt de revolte a apparu dans les rangs de

l'Armee d1Occupation, dont les patrouilles et les encnmpements etaient ex­
po ses incessamment a"ux attacques de 1 ' Armee de la Resistance,

L1 ennemi a su"bi uno defaite.

L1 ennemi a du reculer.

Mais nous ne chantons ­oas encore notre hymne victorieux. Nous

ne luttons pas pour 1 ' a"bolissement de maints decrets. Nous somme s en
guerre pour lit>erer notre patrie, pour repatrier nos freres, pour etatlir
notre etat. Pour achever ces tarts, nous lutterons ju squ 'a la victoire,
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Et nous nous appuyierons sur toute .la population, qui durant le temps
d1epreuve a arontre qu'ellc est digne de sa liberte.

Des tenures de notre bataille souterraino nous envoyons un
salut aux plusaff liges do notre peuple, qui durant les cruelles souf­
f ranees, ont prouve leur volonte et courage.

Soyez forts et soyez "braves, nosfreres ­ la victoire ne se
fera pas attendre.

A Jr1 veille deI1 arrive de la Commission Speciale pour
la Palestine aupresde stations Unies, en Juin 1947,
I1Irgoun n publid un avert i ssearent pour prevenir ses
membres de la tentative inevitable de 1 ' Angleterre de
les intimider et de les epier. Les membres de la
Commission se sont persuadesen suite a quel degre Men
fonde a ete cet avert i ssearent.

VOUS N'ETES MENACES QUE PAR LESESP IONS ANGLAIS,
MESSIEURS LES MEMBEES DE LA COMMISSION.

La Commission d1 onquSte des Nation s Uni es doit arriver dan s
notre pays dans quelques jours. En se ' basant sur I1 experience obtemi
durant le se jour ici de la commission Anplo­Americaine, on pcut £tre
certain que le regimed' occupationNaz0­Brit p.nniquo dirigera vers ses parti­
cipants et leurs aides un deluge d'histoires horrif iantes sur les attentats
prepares contre eux par les 11terroristes" . Ostensiblement, en vue de les
"proteger" des agents Anglais encercleront les representants des onze na­
tions pour ne nas leur. permettre de faire un seul pas sans <ttre "gardes". ­.
Le but de ces histoires d'horreur et de ces "moyens de securite" est clair.
Bartley Crum, un des membre de la commission Anglo­Americaine l'a meme

decrit dans son livre. 11 savait bien que ni lui ni n1importe quel de

ses collegues ne se trouvait pas en danger. 11 savait bien que la seule
rai so n de separer les visiteurs du monde par une horde de chiens t>i ­pe~de s

pretendant d'etre "gardiens", etait la volonte' deI1 occupant de representer
les conspirateurs juif s comme une bande de brigans sans buts politiques;
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tandis que le desir de suivre tous les pas des memtires de la commission ­
n'etait qu'un desir commun de tous les regimes totalitaires, d'epier les
mouvement s de tout visiteur quiaime rait voir les cho se s de ses prop res
yeux, ­ II n'y a aucun doute que ce spectacle honteux se repetera cette
fois~ci. Nous nous voyons ain'si obliges de faire savo ir me*me avant l'ar~
rivee de la Commission, que ses membres n'ont rien a, craindre de notre
part. Nous somme s certainsqu1 ils n1 ont meme pas besoin de cette assu­
ranee pour se sentir en securite, Ils savent sans aucun doute , que tout
plan de leur nuire ou d1importuner leurs aides ou d'endommager leur places
de travail, naquit dans les te*tes des provocateurs Anglais, et que les
membres de la resistance juive, qui ne combat que son enneari britannique,
s8.it comment on respecte les viciteurs. Nous publions done cette annonce
rien que pour les faire savoir d'avance que les agents et les policiers qui
les entoureront, ne seront pas la pour assurer leur securite, non menacee

par personne, mais pour spier leurs mouvements, contacts, lettres et ce
qui s'en suit. Les membres de la commission doivent se garde r des yeux
d'argus et des doigts agile s des agents britanniques de securite.

Quant aux conditions gene rales au pays durant les travaux de la
Commission, elles dependent de ce que si la Commission, en telle que rep re­
sentante des Nations Unies, sera capable d1impose rI1 auto rite des Nations
Unies sur le regime d1 occupation anglaise quant a la decision deI1Assembles
Generale. Si la Commission parvient a, defendre I1 emploi de force contre
les repat riant s et les prisonniers de guerre Juif s, ainsi que dans tout
autre circonstance, elle. parviendra, automatiquement a defendre les attacques
de la Resistance. Si, neanmoins, durant le sejour m6me et le trav.­'ll de

la Commission 1'ennemi continuera de forcer son chemin contre la decision
de s Nations Unies, il se rai t le devoir de la resistance d'user la force
contre la force.

La ele ret>0 se aux mai ns de la Commis?ion elle­m^me. .
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Le nom de Dov Gruner a fait histoire. II est devena
je symbole de patience et d'heroisme ­ le cymbole de
la lutte juive pour sa !iteration. Cette histoire
d'un simple soldat qui est demeure ferme en face de
la force et des menaces d'un ^mpire, cette hi so ire de
son comportement heroique et de sa calme noblesse d­ans
1' ombre de la potence, ont fait tressaillir le monde.
La fag on miserable, dont les meurtriers Anglais 1 1on
assassine est le symbole de 1a. difference entre le^r
but avilissant et la grandeur des aspirations des lut­
teurs Juif s. Q­uand on a informe Dov Gruner de son
execution imarinente il envoya une lettre au Commandant­
en­chef de I1Irgoun Tsevai Leoumi, ou il dit avec
simplicito: ­ "Si j'avais a donner ma vie de nouveau,
jef erai s encore ce que j'ai fait. "

Nouspub! ions ici les mots de Dov Gruner, addresses
au "tribunal" militaire anglais que !^11condaarne" a
ar'ort.

VOTES MAIN SEEA_COUPEE

Je ne reconnais pas votre droit de me juger. Ce tribunal est
depourvu de fondement legal puisqu'il fut forme par une norme q.ui en elle~
mSme est contraire a la loi. ­ Vous §tes venus aux pnys d1 Israel ensuite
d'une obligation envers les nations du monde. On vous avait confie le de­
voir de repare rI1 injustice la plus grande qui ait jamais ete falte * un
peuple, L1 injustice de l'exil du peuple juif qui a fait de ce PeuPle la
victime de massacres et de persecution. La confiance qu'on vous a montree
ainsi a ete la seule raison morale et legale de votre pre'sence sur ce s01.
Vous avez trani cette confiance ­ vous 1'avez trahie brutalement et avec
une perfidie diabolique. Vous avez fait de votre obligation solennelle
rien qu'un bout de papier, et vous I1 avez dechire de vos propres arvins,
Quoi que vous ne I1 avez pas exprime en paroles, vous avez agi comme Je
Chancelier allemand Bethmam­Hollweg qui a dit en 1914 "Qu'est­ce בנגו'^
trafte international? Rien qu'un bout de papier. Y­a­t­il raison de se
querellar pour luiT" En general vous avez appris beaucoup des Allemands.
Ou bien, il se peut que ce sont les Allearands qui ont appris de vous. ■En

tout cas sous un point de vue vos intentions sontidentique s: l'aneajatis­
sement de mon peuple. Farce que vous le savez trls bien, trop bien, que
de mms enlever not re pays, que de fermerse s portes, aboutira a une
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attacque incessante sur les vies des millions d'homares, femme s et enfant s ­
de mOn peuple.Maigre cela, ou pent Stre exactement a c"1se de cela' vous
vous etesobs tines a transformer ce pays en base militaire, une de Plus ­*

et de le voler de ce peuple qui n'a que cette place, l^i donnee Par Dieu
et par !1histoire. Cette histoire a ete sacree par le sang des ge'nera­
tions ­ ce pays arro se par le sang et la sueur de ses fils devoues, a
porte fruit.

Des que vous ave'z passe outre !1obligation si solennellement
entrep rise envers notre peuple et notre terre, vous svez vous Jne^!2e resigns
du droit de vous trouver ici. Et si vous Stes des judstes, Messieurs,
vous vous SOuvenez certainearent de Ce principe legal classique: si la
raison pOur laquelle une loi a e­te promulguee, cesse d'exister, la 1oi elle­
mSme cesse d'exister aussi. La raison par laquelle la loi Internationale
vous a places ici pour adarinistrer le pays a ete d­'un ordre tout a fait
different des buts dr^ns lesquels vous avez forfait vos obligations. Cette
raiSOn _ e'e'tait la creation de 1'Etat Juif sur la terre de nos ancetre,
ce qui est clairearent e nonee meme dans le Mandat de La Ligue des Nations.
Je dis "m^me11 ia­bas, parce que Je connais le contenu de ce document et
je sais coarbien les politicians voulaient creer des definitions moderees
dans ce mandat signe par 52 nations, ­ et les politiciens savent donc tr^s
bien comment s'y prendre aux expressions ambigues et contradictoires.
Pourtant, malgre leurs efforts il n'ont pas reussi a rendre anbigais les
deux stimilations qui sans meme une trace de doute determirent lc cnrac­
t­oro do !'obligation confide a vous. ■ .

Une de Ces provisions reconnaft le rapport historique entre 16

peuple juif et le Pp^sd1 Israel; la seconde declare q.u'il e3t de votre
devoir de restaurer notre demeure nationale. Je n'ai pas be so in d ex­­
p1iqUer ce que vout dire qu'il y a une rapport historique entre un Pa^s
et un peuple. Que veut done dire le arot "restaurer"7 0n ne Peut res­
taurer que quelque chose qui a existe dans le passe et a ete detruit.
Qu'est­ce que donc a existe dans ce pays au passe? Jettez un COUP d'ocil
dans Ce livre devant vous, la Bible, et vous le saurez. Mais vous vous
gtes moques, ou aVez essaye dans votre arrogance de vous moquer des promesses
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divines, ainsi que dans votre assurance vous avez pietine le trafte inter­
national signe par votre pays et les autres pays du aronde. Ainsi done
rien n'est reste de la ­base legale de votre r^gne qui ne se fonde mninte­
nant que sur la force "brutale. La bayonette et le regime de terreur portent
le nom de loi. La loi est ecrite par les pointes des "bayonettes, e'est
elles qui l'ordonnent, c1 est elles qui l'imposent en depit des droits de
l'homme, en depit de la volonte de la population local, en depit de la
jurisdiction internationale. ­ Voila pourquoi je ne puis pas reconnaTtre
votre droit de me juger. Ce principe aussi nous a ete legue par la Rome .

des antiques: personne ne peut enduire une autre personne de plus de
pouvoir qu" il n1 a lui me^me. Et puisque tout votre regne n est qu'une oc­
cupation illegale, il ne peut done vous donner le pouvoir de me juger, ni
de juge r n' iarporte qui dnjis ce payssu"b jugue . Qnand un regime devient re­
gime d1 oppression, il perd les aspects de legalite. II est alors le droitt
le devo ir mSae des citoyens, de le comtattre et de 1'a.tiolir. C! est pour­
quoi la j eune s se hebreue lutte et continuera de lutter, jusqu'a ce que vous
atandonnerez ce pays et le rendrez a ceux qui sont ses maftres ­ les<Tuif s.
Sachez­le: il n'existe pas au monde de force qui puisse roarpre la liaison
entre le peuple d1Israel et son seul pays. Quiconque ose de l'essayer ­
ri sque d's.voir sa maincoupe e et la malediction divine de tomber sur lui et
le suivre partout et toujours.
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Mordekhay Alkoshi, un d es 3 soldats de I1Irgounfai ts
prisonnicr on possession de feme ts destines pour re­ י. . ■ .

presailles en suite de la flagellation d'un soldat juif
de 16 ans, a ete pendu ensemble avec ses deux conpagnons,
Sliezer Kashani et Dov Rosenbaum, et avec Dov Gruner.
Avant d'etre juges, tous les trois ont ete sujets aux
tortures et humiliations du gonre fait notoire par les
Nazis Allemands. Voici sa declaration devant le "tri­
bunal" qui l'a juge.

CONCENT L'ANGLETERES TRAITE LES PRISONNIERS HE GUERRE.

)Declaration de M.Alkoshi)

Je veux dire quelques mots sur la faQ on dont les soldats de
I1 Angleterre civilisee tmi tent les prisonniers de guerrejuif s. I want the
whole world to know qu1 en mSme temps ou on s'y est pris ­ je ne sais A quel
degre ­ adenazif ierI1 Allemagne, unenazif ication de la Grande Bretagne et
de set; forces est en course de se faire. En voila des preuves: ­ Apres
ce qu'on nous a captures sur la route pres de Lydda, un de nos canarade,
qui a ete blesse d'une fag on legbre, est rnort quand il s'est trouve entre
les mains dessoldat s anglais. Quant a nous, on nous atransports s sous
une pluie de coup 3, dans un de vos camps militaires et pris dans une chamtre
isolee. Les soldat s anglais se mirent a arracher de nos corps nos habits,
non pas avec leurs doigts mais avec de rasoirs. Nos habits furent do­
chirees ­ et not re ■peau aussi. Nous etionsfrappes sur nos tetes et
sur tout le corps avec les crosses. Nous saignions abondamment, Mais
les soldat s n1 etp.ient pas satisf aits. Us nous ont sort is de la charibre,
nus conme nous etions et ils nous ont faits courir autour du camp, tandis
que los mtressoldat s nous regardaient et riaient. Nos jambes ne nous
soutenaient pas et nous so mine stombe s. Ils nous ont souleves, ordonnes
de courir de nouveau, et battus. Apres ils nous ont retournes dans la
chambre, Ils ne nous donnerent pasd1habits, mais des drap s. A plu­
sieurs reprises un des sadistes entrait et enlevait les draps de nos corps
nus, tressaillants et saignant s. Le matin suivant les tortures re com­
mencerent. Ils nous arrachaient les cheveux et nous commandaient de ba­
layer le parquet avec. Us ont verse de I1 eau sale sur nous a troi s reprises
et nous ont fait de nouveau courir nus autour du camp. Ensuite ils se
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sont interesses de notre sante. Nous fumes conduits chez un medecin raili­
taire. Apres nous avoir regards s, il a demands a vos charmants garcons:
"Voulez vous vousamuse r avec eux encore un peuT" ­ Us le voulaient, .

bien sur. Et a l'ordr.e du docteur, un collogue des medecins deBel sen,
on nous a.re conduits au camp, ou les coup s, les tortures et les humilia­
tions recommencerent.

Voila, Messieurs les officiers anglais, que 1que s uns de vos
traits. C'est le monstre qui se reveille parmi les defenseurs de I1 mpire.
Je vous ai decrit comment vous traitez les prisonniers. Etes vous done
surpris que ce n'est pas seulement du mepris que nous eprouvons pour vous,
mais une as­surance de plus en plus profonde que vous devez disparaftre comae

Adolphe Hitler a du disparaitre? Une arme'e qui fait ce qu'elle nous a
fait, n1est pas une armee. Ce n'est qu'une tando degoutante depourvue
de sentiments humains et de dignite humaine, une tande qui est un danger
pour la civilisation.

Uous avons decide d'enlever cette salete Nazie de la terre sacre e
et aucun sacrifice ne sera trop grand pour accomplir cette t"ache historique
qui nous a ote confiee non seulement pax notre peuple affame de literte,
mais par tout 1'humanite civilisee.
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Que 1que s heure s avant qu1 ils devai ent etre pen&us par les
Anglais dans la prison de Jerusalem en Mai 1947, Meir
Fein stein, unsoIdat de 1 'I rgoun, 3tMo she Barazani (des
Lutteurs pour la Liberte d1 Israel), se sont faitssaute r
en I1 air dans leur cellule. Voici la declaration faite
auparavent par Meir Feinstein, a, ces juges.

OFFICIERS DE L'AEMEE D1 OCCUPATION.

Ce que vous voulez etablir dans ce pays qui a ete destine a porter
la lumiere au rnonde ­ c'est le regime de la potence. Dans votre mechance­
te stupide vous croyez que ce regime brisera l'ifme de notre peuple pour
qui le pays entier est devenu une potence. Vous vous trompez. Vous allez
apprendre que vous vous trouvez en face de fer durci par le feu d'amour et
de haine ­ amour pour la patrie et la liberte, haine pour 1' envahi s seur
et le tyran. C'est du fer ardent. 11 ne se brisera pas. II brulera
vos mains.

A quel point done Stes vous aveugles, tyrant Anglais? N'avez­
vous pas encore apercu en face de qui vous vous trouvez dans cette Ixitte
qui n'a pas eu de precedent dans l'histoire humaine? Croyez­vous que yov.5

nous effrayerez par la mort? Mais nous avons, durant de longues annees,
entendu le cliquetis des roues des cr.mions dans lequels nosfre res, nos
parents, les meilleurs d1entre nous ont ete conduits vers un massacre dont
l'histoire une connait pas d'exemple.. Nous nous demandons chaque jour io
nouveau: Qu'y a.­t­il done de valeur en nous qui manquait aux millions de
not res? Qu'elle est1' importance de notre vie? Comment est­il <2uc nou­s

n'etions pas avec eux durant les jours d'horreur et moments de mort? Et A

toutes ces questions la conscience ne nous donne qu'une reponse: Nous

n1 avons pas ete accordes un autre sort rien que pour vivre dans des condi­
tiosn d'esclavage et d1 oppression pour attendre une nouvelle Treblinka.
Nous sommes viva.nt pour assurer la vie, la liberte et l'honneur pour nous~
m&ne s, pour notre peuple, pour nosenfant s et nos petits­enfants pour tou­
jours. Nous somme s vivant pour ne pas permettre la repetition de ce qui
s'est passe la­bas et de ce qui se passe ici, et de ce qui peut se passer
sous votre regne, regne de mensonge, regne de sang.
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Done, vous ne nous effrayerez pas. Nous avons appris­ot ^
quel prix de sacrifices qui etaient en vain I ­ nous avons appris qv.lil ? a
une vie Gui est pire que la arort et une mort qui est meilleure q.ue la vic.
Et si vous n'avez paS encore coarpris le phenombne de 1' existence d'un peuple
qui n'a rien \ perdro sauf les chains s d'esclavage et la perspective d'un
Maidmiek'nouveau, e'en est une preuve que Dieu Tout Puissant vous a faits
aVeugles pour vous faire abandonner le theatre de l'histoire hunaine' coarare

tous ceux qui ont tente de' detruirc1e' peuple eternel. L'Assyrie et le
Batilon, la Grece et Rome, l'Espagne et l'Allemagne vous ont Prece'd® ­­ et
vous suivrez le are^e chearin. C'est une 101 qui ne connait pas d'exception.

Voila ce que j'ai voulu vous dire, Officiers Anglais, a vous et
^ ceux qui vous ont envoye ici. Quant >, ^0±, Je n'ai rien M aJouter saUf
ce que mOn camarade vous a dit: Je suis prisonnier de g&rT* et Je de­
.nande d'etre tra£te en tel,
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Au moment­m£me ou la publication presente est en train
d'etre editee, dans la cellule des condamnes a mort de
la prison d'Acre, trois soldat de I1Irgoun Tsevai Leoumi
se trouvent apres le "verdict" passe sur eux en suite de
l'attacque du 4 Juin 1947 ­ contre cette fortresse, at­
tacque qui pour la premiere fois dans l'histoire a fait
sue comber les murs de ce que les Anglais ont transforms
en Bastille du Pays d1 Israel. Des dizaines de prison­
niers de guerrejuif s ont ete lite res dans cet assault
decrit mSme par l'ennemi comme un chef d'oeuvre strate­
gique.
Les trois prisonniers, Avshalom Haviv, Meir Nakar et Jacob
Weiss savaient tres bien $ quoi s1 attendre a, la fin de
leur "proces" mene par les barbare s anglais.
Nous publions ici les declaration faites par eux devant
le "tribunal". Le premier, Avshalom Haviv en premier
lieu s'exprima sur la trait ement des prisonniers par les
" soldat s" anglais.

)Declaration de Avshalom Haviv).

Officiers deI1Anne e d1 Occupation, apres ce que votre Intel­
ligence et votre courage ont ete incapable s de defendre la Bastille du

Pays d1 Israel, une chance aveugle vous a permis d16tre victorieux de

quelques prisonniers en fuite et de nous dont les munitions se sont epui­
sees. Cola vous a donne la possibility de satisfiare votre sadlsme et
votre complexe d'inferiorite. Vos soldat s se sont comporte selon les
meilleurs exemples nazis. Us ont tires sur les blessesprost res au sol,
ils ont refuseI1 aidemedicale durant des heure s entieres. Us s'y ont
pris a, moi d'une facon tout a fait speciale. Ils me menacaient de mort,
ils m'ont noue une corde au cou, ils m'ont battu avec les crosses de leurs
fusils, Us m'ont donne de coups de pied aux parties les plus delicates de
mon corps. Quand Je me suis evanoui, ils m'ont ressuscite avec I1 urine
melee du sable et de mon prop re sang, Je ne vous dit pas cela en vertu
de me plaindre. ­ Jamais, que Dieu m'en protege, je ne me plaindrais pas

' devant vous. Mais les peuples du monde entier doivent savoir l'horreur
des actions commisses dans ce pays par les b£tes sauvages anglai se 9. ­
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J'espere que vous avez connaissance de l'histoire sanglante de

votre regne en Irlande. Vous vous rappelez probablement que 1\ aussi vous
vous Stes empares d'un petit pays et d'un peuple cultive par moyen de ruse
et de force, sous I1 excuse des actions religieuses, sous le masque d'ordre
et de loi, Vous vous rappelez probablement que la aussi vous explotiez
la sueur du peuple travailleur et semiez des grains de disco rde entre classes
en vue de maintenir vo. re regne. Et quand les fils de I1Irlande surgirent
contre vous, quand la resistance irlandaise coarmenca sa lutte, vous fttes
tout pour noyer la re'volte dans un deluge de sang. Vous avez erige d­es

potences, vous avez assassine dans les rues, vous avez chasse en exil,
vous §tes devenus fous et avez cru dans votre folie que la persecution bri­
sera l'ame revoltee des Irlandais litres, l'ame revoltee qui est un don

divin de chaque hoarme digne de ce nom. Vous vous etes trompes. La re­
si stance irlandaise s'accrut. Le sang des lutteurs et des martyrs conso­
lidait le peuple autour du'drape aud1 independance, ju squ 'a ce que vous
etiez forces de reculer en laissant destache 3 et des souvenirs de sang qu.1 il
est impossible d'extirper. La litre Irlande vit en depit de votre volonte.

Vos politicions arrogant s stupefient de leur ignorance, Je ne

parle pas seulearent de Bevin qui a fait la decouverte etonnante qu'il y a
au nOnde 4,000 millions d'hoarmes. Je parle aussi de ceux d1 entre vous qui
savent au moins qu1 ily a a present sur terre a peu pres 2, 000 millions
d'hommes. Us sont tous d'une ignorance parfaite. Us sont tous aveugles.
Us n'ont pas appris les deux principes fondamentaux de l'existence, et il
ne les sauront jamais. Ces principes sont ­ les experiences de 1'histoire
et la connaissance de I1 ame huma,ine,

Si vous etiez plus sp^ges, o tyrant s anglais, si vous saviez pro­
fiter de l'histoires, des exemples irlandais et americains vous suffiraient
pour comprendre qu1 il vous faut vous en aller au plus vite de not re pays
snveloppe du feu sac re de la revolte qui non seulearent ne se diminue pas,
mais s'accroit apres chaque goutte de sang verse par vous dans cette guerre.
Vous sachiez alors combien profondes ont ete les paroles avertissantes pro­
noncees par Bernard Shaw en 1916, du temps de la revolte irlandaise, quand
vos bourreaux ont assassine 4 prisonniers de guerre irlandais. Bernard
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Shaw est un Irlandais qui est devenu ecrivain anglai s, qui a joint votre
culture ct vit parmi vous. II a eu pourtant le courage de vous dire: ­ Je
suis d1 avi s que ces hommes qui ont ete tues de sang froide apres £tre Pris>
ont ete des prisonniers de guerre, et qu'il a ete efr'es mal de les assassiner.
Un Irlandais qui a recours a la force pour liberer sa patrie, nefs'i t rien
d'autre qu'un Anglai s auraitfai t si par aralheur son pays etait envahi et
soumis par les Allemands. Le fait qu'il sait que ses ennemis ne respecte­
ront pas ses droitss' il 1 1attrappent, et qu'a cause de cela il lutte avec
une corde autour de son cou, augmente son risque, mais augment e aussi sa
gioire aux yeux de son peuple ct du monde entier qui admire les patriotes.
Les Irlandais tues J present vont joindre les Irlandais martyrs du passe, Qt

les heros de Pologne, de Setre, de Belgique, et rien au monde ni au ciel ne

peut le changer...
Voila les arots d'un homme sage considere d'etre un cynique ­ mots ^i Pr0~
noncesiiya 30 ans sont vrai s aujourd'hui jusqu'aux Points sur les 11111 .

Et si ceux qui vous gouvernent etudiaient l'histoire des guerre s d'inde­
pendence coarme nous le faisons, s'ils meditaient sur les conclusions a tirer
des mots de Shaw et des developpements Men connus qui ont suivi l'assas­
sinat des prisonniers Irlandais ­ ils abandonneraient certainement1' id.ee de

briser la revolte d'un peuplein surge par moyen de la potence et de Vaxe.
Mais, comme je l'ai dit, ils sont aveugles, et ne peuvent rien apprendre.
Et qui sait? II se peut que cet aveuglearent a ete impose sur vous par le
Seigneur coarme un fleau pour vous punir, le temps venu, de ioui ce sanS
et toutes ces larmes causees par vous dans notre pays et au dela des mersl

Mais ce n'est pas seulement la lecon d'histoire que vous n'avez pas
appris. Vous n'avez pas, non plus, fait connaissance de l'ame humaine,
II vous semtle qu ' iin nombre de soldats armes et de vieilles nxses vous T)0v­

mettra de retenir votre pouvoir sur un pays revolte dont les peuple s sans ex­
ception reconnaissent en vous des envahisseurs sernantdis corde et exploitant
sans fin. En voila une erreur enorme. Votre force ni votre perfidie ne
peuvent resister longtemps contre l'ame humaine, l'ame libreinsurge e. L'tkne

peut creer des miracles. Elle continue sa lutte, sa revolte et son elan,
m^me si vous lui enlevez son corps instate. Mais vous, pr^cheurs des
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idees raciales, vous qui vous regardoz comme les maitre supreme et les
autres comme §tres infericurs, vous dont la vanite vous a rendusinsen sees,
vous no pouvez rien savoir sur I1 ame d' homme litre, pre't a donner sa vie
pour £tre litre.

Ainsi il n'est pas surprenant que vous avez failli de comprendre
V §me de la nouvelle generation hebreue. Vous demandez ­ "Comment se fait­
il que ces Juif s que nous prenions pour des laches, qui ont ete victimes
durant des siecles, se revoltent contre notre rbgne, com­battent nos soldats,
se moquent de nos ordres, et plonges dansI1 ombre de la potencc, meprisent
le mort qui les attend? Comment se fait­il qu'a cause de ces Juifs 11

nous faut nous sauve r dans des ghettos Men clos, ou non plus nQus ne

somme s pas sauf s? 11

Vous §tes surpris, n'est­ce pas? Et pourtant la chose est ­bien
simple. Les aspects spirituels de notre generation ont ete determines
par deux facteurs! par le sol meme de la patrie et par la catastrophe de

nos freres en exil. Le sol sous nos pieds nous & renciu la vigueur, a ren~
force nos muscles, encourage nos coeur, ensoleille notre avenir et nous a
pratiqueraent retournes a la tradition que notre peuple a garde dans son
aare depui s des siecles: la tradition heroique des Maccabeens et de ­Bar­

kohba. Et la catastrophe qui afrapp e aI1 exil nous a appris que noue
luttons non seulement pour la liberte nai s pour la vie me^me. Elle nous a
appris quo 1'esclavage prolonge remonte a I1 aneanti ssement de notre peuple.
Elle nous a appris que si nous ne prenons pas notre destin dans nos propres
mains,. nous serons extermine; qui si nous ne luttons pas, nous serons de~

truits. C'est pourquo i il n'y a pas de peur dan.s nos coeurs. Qui.
Messieurs les officiers, ceux qui se trouvent devant vous, non seulement
dans cette salle­nais le pa,ys entier, n'ont pas peur de vous. Qu'est­ce
que nous avons a craindre? Peut la mort faire trembler les fils <ilun

peuple dont des millions ont peri sans raison et sans but d.a^s une so^1­61

nuit? Quand nous pensons a nos freres massacres ­ et nous en pensons
touj our s ­ noussomme s heureux qu1 il nous a ete donne non d'etre ecrases
conuiie eux, maisd1 avoir le privilege de lutter pour notre patrie, de vivre
sur son sol, d'ecrire un chapitre glorieux de notre histoire, et de laisser
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pour les generations qui suivront un heritage, non de lachete et de massacre,
mais de courage et de guerre pour 1'independence,

Vous, tyrans anglai s vous ne comprendrez jamais I1 aare des gens litres qui
vont vers la mort comme I1on fait Dov Gruner et ses camarades ­ avec un chant
de triomphe sortant de leurs coeurs pleins de foi et d1 amour. Et vous ne
comprendrez jamais que moi, un jeune Juif , regardant la mort en face, j'ellve
mon ame vers Dieu et Je 10 remercie pour m1 avoir donne le privilege de la
souffrance pour mon peuple et pour mon pays, et je prie avec ces mots su.*1­

limes! "Loue soit le Seigneur Roi de 1'univers qui nous a gardes en vie et
nous a permis de voir ce jour."

£*
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LA_FAILLITE ET_LAB4§ SESSE_AMJLAI SE .

)Declaration do'Meir ITakar.)

Officiers Anglai s, nous nous demajidons sar cette place: ­נגי^ sont
ceux qui se trouvent devant nous? Vous vous £tesnomine s juges. Nous sa­­
vons pourt ant que vous n'£tes pas juges, mai s officiers d'une armee ennearie
dl occupation qui s'est eta­blie par force aur le sol d'ur. autre peuple et
tient a y rester en vue de ses tuts, en usant oppression comme raoyen, Mais
ceci n'est pas la reponse entiere. Parce que la question n'a pas rapport
a vos personnes, mais plutSt a ceux qui sont vos mandataires, a ce regime
tyrannique qui a fait de vous les juges des litres citoyens de ce Pays.
Qu'est­ce done que ce regime?

On peut ici re'pondre par les mots prononce par 1 ' envoye Russe £ !1Assmble
Generale des Nations Unies: Le regne anglais a^ Pays d'Israel a fait
faillite. Mr. Gromyko n'est pas le seul qui le pense. Tout le monde le
sait que vous failli ici ainsi que vous n'^tes que des mendiants en kme­
rique. Un aouvernement qui depense la moitie de son ^dget sur les tesoins
policiers et malgre cela est impuissant en face de la rage du PeuPle revolt®
est­il done un gouvernement?

On pourrait e name re r maintes preuves de votre faillite ici et de

1'impossiMlite de vous sauver devant la defaite. 11 suffirait peut­^tre
de n'en donner qu'une: les memDres de votre parlement ont prononce il y a
quelques mois leur avis qu'il n'y a qu'un moyen d'e'eraser la revolte juive
dans ce pays ­ d'eriger ln potence sur la terre sainte, d'assassiner les
prisonniers hetreux. Et vous l'avez fait. . Vous avez commis ^ des crimBS
les plus vils: vous avez tue des prisonniers de guerre. ^uel a ^te le
resultat? Etes vous arrives a effrayer quelqu'unT Avez vous affaibli
la faim de literte de notre peuple? Avez vous ecrase la revolte nationale?
Vous 16 savez Men, que vous n ' avez rien acheve . Le feu de la revolte
s'accroft ici et ailleurs. Et vous n'avez que vous couverts d'honte e'ter~
nelle par le meurtre des prisonniers, ce qui a toujours ete et partout con­­

sidire comme crime contre 1' humani te ,
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Ainsi done: mime ce crime n'a pasrenf orce votre rkgne et votre
faillite est finale. Ceia etant ainsi vous devriez en conclure au plus
vite qu'un regime qui a failli en tout dans ses tentative s de cbminer ­
doit s'en aller,

Oui, frauduleurs anglais, le temps est venu de vous en aller. Ce

pays etait a nous et il sera a nous. Et pour la gloire eteenelle nous 10

batirons en liberte, en paix et nous le ferons progresser.

Vos politic! ens se sentent offenses quand nous les comparons aux
Hazis. Quand les jeunesjuif s a New York paintent le svastika sur votre
drapeau, vos journaux se plaignent et vos diplomates protestent, Vous de­
vez reflechir pourtants; il y a possibilite de laver ce signe de vos dra­
peaux, puisque vous l'y smgz marque de vos prop res mains.

De quoi aonc le svastika est symbole de nos jours? De l'esclavaga,
du meurtre, de cruaute, do degeneration, de corruption et d'atures traits
speciaux de l'humanite pourrie et devergondee. Mais surtout ­ comme vous
mifmes I1admettrez ~ ce sjTfbole maudit represente 1' aneanti ssement des Juif s .
C est comment il restera dans la memo ire des generations: comme le noeud de
la corde placee par les envoyss du Satan autour du cou de not re peuple, II
en est ainsi: celui qui porte le svastika sur son drapeau ­ est assassin des
Juif s. Oelui qui est assassin desJuif s ­ porte le svastika, sur, si non
sur son drapeau, alors daii s son coeur. Et maintenant,officiers anglai s,
demandez vous monies la que stion ­ quelle tache done remplit la Grande Bre­
tagne depui s la fin du monstre de Berlin? N'est­il pas vrai qu 1elle a ete
de ses mains le syrnbole? H'est­il pas vrai qu1 elle est le seul pays au
monde qui en tel que pays. en tel que nation organisee, assassine les Juif s?
N' est­il pas vrai que les solda,ts anglais aujourd'hui tuent lesJuif s a
.?erusalem et aFamagust a> a Haifa et au Soudan, au Pays d1 Israel et ■ en
Europe? N' est­il pas vrai que l'Aiigleterre tient des dizaines de milliers
de Juif s dans les camps ae concentration? N1est­il pas vrai qu1elle menace
la vie de nosfre res n1 iir.porte ou elle les trouve?

La GrandeBre tagne est la meurtrilre desJuif s. Volla la ta*che

dont vous vous ^tes charges, voila le nom qui vous est donne par le monde.
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Vous ne voiis en debarasserez pas, non plus que 1 ' Allearagne jamais ne pourra
se purifier. Vous n'acheverez rien en effacant le svastika et votre dra­
peau. II n'y est pas peint par une teinture ordinaire, mais par quelque
chose qui est plus fort: par le sang de nos freres, verse par vous partout
et que vous continuez a verse ici et ailleurs.

rfui, Grande Bretagne ­ un svastika enorme repose sur ton sein, et
dans ton sein une haine existe at tachee au syrnbole infame. Tu as accepts
la t&che de finir ce que Hitler n'a pas eu temps d'achever. Et comme lui
tu seras forcee de disparaftre et comme lui tu demeureras a toujours sous
le nom d'assassin dss Juifs. Mais tu n'arriveras pas a tes fins. Comme

le Svastika des Nazis Allemands fut ecrase, ainsi sera le votre,

Le Dieu qui a aide David a vaincre Goliath, aidera les porteurs
de l'Etoile de David a vaincre les .porteurs du svastika qui souille la
Terre Sainte. Vive le peuple d1 Israeli Vive la patrie des Hetreuxt
Vive la litertil
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UN APPEL_AUX HATIONS_UNIES

)Declaration de Jacob Weiss.)

Officiers de l'Armee d1 Occupation, il m'est impossible de com~

mencer par rien d'autre que parI1 accusation contre le traitementtatrare
dont j'ai ete temoin quand on m'a fait prisonnier. Ash­bel, Amrami, Brenner,
Benado, Daar, Mosc witch, Shmukler etd'autre s ont e­te tires dessus de

proche quoiqu'ils n'etaient pas armes du au fait qu'ils n'etaient Pas Parmi
les assaillants mais parmi les prisonniers en fuite. L'efficacite de vos
soldat;­ pourtant n'est pas grande et malgre les tlessuresrecues, teaucoup
d'entre ces hoarares ne sont pas morte immediatement et on les a apportes
sai^nants dans la cour de la police.On les a Jettes sur la terre ­­ oh.
non, jamai s sur des civi^res ­ et les a laisses commega durant six heures'
leur sanS Coulant comme de 1 ' eau. Des dizaines de be^tes sauvages en Suise
d' honime 3 se tenaient autour, mains en poches. Leur intent sebomai t a
ne pas nous permettre de nous appro cher enportant ^iie. c'est ainsi Qu ils
ont tue ±s)1bel, Brenner, Benado, Amrani et Nissim Levi. ll est eVident <lue

ces mourtres vils n' eff rayeront personne. Ils feront seulement voir clair
le peuple qui sont ceuz contre qui il lutte. Et si au pnsse on vous a
accorde les privileges des comtattnzits, dans l'avenir s^s ^ucun doutc des
represailles devront Strc appliquees, etquoique nous ne saurons Pas riva­
liser avec vous en maltraitant les tlesses, q.uant au reste on vous Paiera de

votre prop re cronnaie.

Maintenant quant a ce que vous appelez le "proems": Kous. les
ii­bres citoyens de la patrie. hetreue, ne reconnaissons P­^s votre droit de
nous juger et nous n'avons pasI1 intention de ­,rendre part auxprocedes de
ce que vous appelez "justice", mettant au ridicule et insultant les tradi­­
tions no­bles de i>humanite civilisee. Tout ce que vous faites dans ce Pavs
est illegal. Votre regneest illegal. Vos "tritunaux" sont ille'gaux.
Vos lois nees du regime le P111S totalitaire de !1histoire, sont illegales.
Votre presence ici, contre laquelle nous luttons, est illegale. Ce pavs
est a nous depuis toujours et pour toujours, Qu'est­ce Q.ue vous avez a
faire ici, vous Anglais? Qui est­ce qui vous a nomme s malt res de peruple
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antique, cultive et aspirant a la liberte? Qui est­ce qui vous a donne
le droit de juger une nation qui a presente au monde le Dieu de Justice sa
temps ou vous viviez encore dans les for£ts sauvages?

Mais votre rkgne ici s'approche a la fin. Le monde le sait. Et
vous le savez aussi. Vous ne pourrez plus rester ici longtemps. Vous

avez fait tout votre possible pour encercler de chaines d'esclavage ce Pays
et pouret rangier l'ame de Ses citoyens. et maltres veritables. Vous avez
erige des camps arilitaires en force. Vous vous gtes entoures avec des
kilometre de fii ­barbele. Vous avez depense des millions sur la police et
les services de securite. Vous avez battu, chasse, menace, ™us avez in­
troduit des normes inconnues mSine dans l'Allemagne Hitlerienne, Et vous
avez encore assassine les prisonniers de guerre juifs, vous avez conduit
l'elite de la jeunesse hebreue a la potence. Quel en a ete le re suit at7
Non seulement vous n'avez pas brise la resistance juive, mais, au contraire
dev^t vos propres yeux et malgre ou bien a cause de la mort menagante, cettG
resistance s'accroft de jour en jour, et meme votre Churchill est foxce de

pleurer sur son Empire, dont le monde se moque et se rit en suite de cette
guerre de gout ante que la Grande Bretagne mene dans ce pays.

Dans cette situation quo tout le monde comprend d'etre la faillite
de votre regne au Paysd1 Israel, vous vous etes vus forces de Porter le P1­0"5­­

lhae devant les Nations Unies. Vos envoye s n'ont pasappro che cette orga­
ni sat ion mondiale pour des rai son pures, cela se comprend. Us ne demandent
pas la justice, mais le droit de perpetuer votre regne 1ci et de faire a
votre gre avec la craute haMtuelle. Mais les Nations Unies, quoique les
creature s anglai se s y ont leur place, ne sont pas encore sujettes a vos
ordres. Vous n'y £tes pas encore arrives a toutce que vous auriez voulu
et vousn' arriverez pas. Et la premiere preuve de cet etat des cho se s est
l'appel adresse par1' Assemble' G­ene'rale aux.peuples ainsi qu'aux gouverne­
ment demandant de ne pas avoir recours a la force durant les travaux du
Comite International pour la Palestine.

H n'y a aucun double­entendre dans cet appel, etant donn(3 <lue

votre gouvernement est le seul qui use la force dans ce pays. IJ est ^vi­­
dent que e'est a lui que 1 'Assemble Gene rale a pense quand elle a formule
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son appel de s'abstenir des menaces oud' usage de force avant que la decision
des Nations Unies soit prise. Votre gouvernement devra s'y soumettre ou bien
accepter toute responsabilite pour l'ignorer. Dans ce cas dernier, 'Je ne
doute pas pour un instant, que les nations qui ne sont pas vos satellites et
qui ont signs le document international, ne vous perarettront pas <ie se m0­
quer de la volonte de cette institution mondiale et des signatures de ses
membres. Les Nations Unies demanderont que vous vous conformez a leur de­
cisions. Les peuples du monde savent que de maintenir des tribunaux mili~
taires dans un pays qui n'est pas le votre, que de juger les citoyens 8פעכן11
par des juges militaires stranger, que de menacer de mort les prisonniers de

guerre ­ remonte a l'emploi de force. De continuer cet etat de cho se s, in~
tolerable en lui­mSme, devient dans la lumiere de I1 appel des Nations Unies
un crime international et un outrage envers tous les peuples Q^i ont sup­
porte cet appel.

Par consequent, de cet endroit ou la decision des nations e st b.t­
rogaarment pietinee, nous nous tournons a !1Organisation des Nations Unies, a
sa Commission d'EnquSte et a tous les etats qui ont vote pour la resolution
norvegienne, avec la demande d'intervenir et de defendre aux tyrans anglais
passant outre les lois de 1'humanite, de traduire devant Un tribunal■ militaire
des citoyens hebreux de d'assassiner les prisonniers et §uerre .5uifs. Nous
meprisons les menaces anglaises, mais nous sommes surs que !1intervention in~
ternationale viendra, que cette fois­ci se trouvent en jeu 1'honneur dG

1'humanite et l'honneur des Etats libres a c5te d'autres facteurs. ■ Qu­ant a
nous, nous savons que cette lutte prendra fin en literte' de notre PeuPle et
en disparition de son tyran. C'est pourquoi nous sommes calces. Plusque
cela: nous coarmes heureux. Parce qu'iln1 existe de 1oonheur Plus Srand <lue

de donner la vie pour un grand ideal ot de savoir, de savoir Pour sur' a­ue

nous sommes parmi ceux qui realisent l'achevement de cet id®a1.
Ecoutez moi, officiers anglais, et repetez mes mots a vos supe­

rieurs, a ceux qui sont aveugles et ne voient pas la main <lui ^crit au mr
les mots avertissant s: dites leur que dans ce pays une nouvelle generation
est pousse dans le peupled1 Israel, une generation 4^ aime la vie. 1ui aiarG

ia literte plus qu'elle n'aime la vie, une generation qui ^risera la tyrannie
Nazo­^ritannique et qui ­©tablira 1 ' independance meme גג8 Prix de sa vie.

LE pEUPLE JUIF VIT. L'ETAT JUIF SUROIRA POUR SUR.
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FIGHTING JUDAEA

"THE RATTLE CONTINUES IN THE COURT­ROOM
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the British Military "Coutr11 /0 ientsaefv
durati the collective trial vMcH twcf
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*■.u*d Hy the Ipgun Zv*l Lauml b*K1*Atx^(sar.! (N. M. O.)



^

gECLARATION TO THE BRIT^SHJIILITARY "COURT" ­ ty Gad Su

Representatives of the disintegrating British Occupation Regime j
Officers of the retreating British Occupation Army I

Curing the past year, there have appeared "before you, tens of Hebrew young men,
soldiers of the Hebrew Army of Liberation. They refused to recognise your authori­
ty, They saw in you the servants of an illegal regime which was doomed to final
liquidation, and they warned you ­ even in the shadow of the gallows ­ that the day
was not far­off when you would be forced to leave thi s country,

You probably scoffed at their prophecy in your unclean hearts, You no doubt
thought then; Is it possible that we might have to leave this country ­ a land of
Gold and oil? Where is the power that can force us out?

The prophecy of our tortured brethren is about to become a fact. All your
efforts to break the spirit of re si stance of our nation have not ?.vailed you, You
sent our heroes to the scaffold; you murdered women and children, You declared
Martial Law in order to starve the masses. You concentrated in this country many
divisions of your Army. And you brought in thousands of policemen ­ from the ranks
of Mo sly and of the type of Parran ­ the very same Farran who tortured his victim ­
a youth like myself ­ until he died and that ­ with the aid of your rulers and
"judges""^ criminal cowards like himself ­ erased the clues of his crime and "acquit­
ted" him with the aid of a miserable institution, which insults the very conception
of law and order by calling itself a "court".

All the cruel and terrible acts you committed in our country, such as the
torture of prisoners and the murder of wounded dying prisoners * as was the case at
the app ro ache s to Acre ­ did not help you. You did not frighten the Hebrew youth.
The Hebrew nation did not retreat,

On the contrary. The hatred of the barbaric enemy, the cruel enslaver, .­ ­
increased, and the de si re grew to throw off his grip even at the co st of the most
precious possession, even at the cost of life itself. My comrades, the soldiers
of the Irgun Zvai Leumi, warned you against these inevitable consequences of your
rule of bloodshed. You paid no heed to their warning. You thought you v^re
dealing wi th what , in you arrogance, so typical of Colonial exploiters, you tern
"natives"; you thought you we re dealing with Jews from the diaspora, whom it is ■K

permissible to torture, as did Hitler: without puni shment . You we re wrong. A
new generation has arisen hero in Israel. A generation without fear, A genera­
tion in whose heart there is the consciousness that there arc things in life more
important than life itself; a generation whi ch has decided to bo free or die; '­<..

generation which has grown up on its home soil; whose courage has sprung forth to
lifo from the blood of the heroos of Israel of days gone by and out of the ashe s of
millions of tortured and massacred, whom you, Eritish enslavers, killed together
with your teacher, Hitler. ~~~

It is therefore not .surprising that you did. not succeed
in breaking our spirit nnd subjugating ■ our souls, despite ell the ru&cf
strength at your disposal. Our struggle against you continued and increased. And
you were forced to retreat. Your tulers announced that they had no alternative but
to evacuate Sretz Israel. True, it is an open secret that even behind this announce­
ment there lurks a plot and you yill yet make many manoeuvres in an effort to
maintain your hold on our country and exploit it. But you will not be able to
maintain your bankrupt rule much longer. Your regime is inherently no longer real.
Everybody recognises that it is in the procesb of dissolution and eagerly awaits
the day when your soldiers and policemen will no longer be seen on our streets and
highways, in our towns and villages. That dayis not far off , Thus, I a Hebrew
soldier in your captivity, ha.vo but three things to say to you} . .

Fir3t ­ I do not recognise your right to try me,

Second ~ True, I was taken pri sone r in an Arab vicinity, but it was not to an
Arab stable that I was leading my camel.

Third ­ and thi s is most import­ant ­ Why do you still maintain your court s ­
military and otherwise? You have announced your withdrawal, Gothu 1*0^0 re back
to your own' count ry I Good­bye and may we not meet again I

October 29, 1947.



Lord , how are . they increased that trouble me! mjtny are they thatrise up against me. Many there be which say of my soul, there is no help
x orhim m bod. Se­lSh. But them ', 0 Lord, art a shield for me; my glo
ry and the lifter up ­of mine head. I cried unto the Lord with my voice.
and he, heard me out of his holy hill. Se­lah. I laid me down and slept!
1 awaked; for the ■Lore; sustained me. I will not be afraid of ten ­ thou­
sands.of People, that ahve set themselves against me round about.
Arise, 0 Lord; save me, 0 my God: for thou hast smitten all mine enemies
upon the cheek ­bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly.

Salvation belongeth unto the I'ord : thy blessing is upon thy people.
Selah.

INTRODUHTIOW.

Theirs was an unproeented trial, but one that createda precedent

*gy*gh ppov/e, m whose name and for whose cause they had joined the^t^ whose cause they were imprisoned and onwhose DeSSIthSy fa­
oed ^ prosecutors and a,r^s*rs those who wanted to take their lives A­
nother expression of­cfheir spirit was revealed in the"stomy incllent"
~ ^ 0theT teTS put it .­.when all the thirty accused men?ase­to theAoffhi^.fl^f l?roteo±ing like a lire wall the eldest among them ­
^ < mi the " truta1 hands of the British policecons tables. The courtroom was
i Hied with ?ntish soldiers and policemen, who did not hesitate, ofcourse,^0 aim their .guns at the dock of the prisoners in an unambigoue
xnreat. . . ±he Jo^hs , however, who had faced death often enough, sat
thpy had7rSeS do so by their comrade in defence of whose honour
n Hov'ever, over and above all these scenes, external­ as well as inci^n^af' jnere was one scene in the proceedings which was so impressive
­cnat it did not only penetrate into the hearts of the disinterested ob­
servers ­ foreign correspondents and representatives of foreign broad­
casting services, but even into the brains of the British "prosecutor"
+fi0£, course* was far from disinterested... All the speeches and all
the behaviour of ­these youths expressed their soldierly feeling, the
± eel ing that there ig_ a Jewish armv in the Jewish homeland;that ;this
army ­like^ every other national army ­ fights for and defends its peo .­

pie, ­that this army is aware of its mission and aim; that this army knowsye rylep of warfare and to the same extent as it is ready to follow
taem it is ready to forne the enemy not to violate them or, in the case
tney are violated ­ to apply the usual law of retaliation.
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i^rvV^th^ i r\™1 ^outh^b.crhB.A.. the good fortuneto. stand up for the^1 io?J1pr* people: happy the nation: that can call its own such sons

I am a Hefbr­ew and a soldier! "­" "
Sy prisoner Menachem Shiff .

Q­entlernen, .

When a manh^to face a eourt, or an institution so­called, which threa­lf:'\? +h(T .^f?, h7;s life, the gravity of­ , the matter,if not the .legal ba­sisof ­the institution, demands that he presenthimself ^ sayjng whS he is,
V'heye he co^es f­om, what he wants and what Tiews he has I why ht left the
o­roinary vzths 01 life and why he should have approached the orcfit of the
gallows; whyhe. ,does not recognise the ,legal status of his judges to pass
judgement on him ; ^­hat it was d:hat he believed in, regardless of vefther he
hac yo expect a long life or v/ether this was to be his last appearance inpublic; what__aotivcs he had that encouraged him to imperil his very life?

To the■ first q u.e s t i on I ­have a simple ■and short answer:I am a Jew.
I am a son of that ancient nation which thousands of years 'ago emerged from
the obscurity of history, reaching this country, its Land of Promise, thr01^1
seas and deserts and battles, establishing in it a flourishing state, ma­
Mng fruitful not only the fields of this country but also the idea of man
and the universe. The Jewish state lay at the crossroads of international
routes, a fact that explains its importance and its curse to this very day.



3

It wag for this reason that from time to time conquerors and invade is
intruded into this country, laying waste its towns and leading away into
exile its lrings and inhabitants . For many centuries this struggle conti­
nue d ­between a era all and yet great people and powerful empires that moun­­
ted and disappeared from the stage of history. Often it would appear to
the other peoples that our state had fallen never to ­be resurrected. Butnevertheless,it did rise to its feet again and again, resuming its war
and preferring to die s tand ing erect than to eke out a miserable life on
its lmees .

At the end of that epoch, after the fall of the last ­bastion of Bar­
Koehba's rebels ­ or, rather earlier, when our Temple was destroyed, our
people ­began to wander through all the countries of the world. These mig­
rations are unexampled in the history of mankind. Traces of these migra­tions can ­be found in every country, ­but all these traces are those of
blood shed in the name of religion or nationalism, in the name of economy
or politics, in the name of the revolution or counter­revolution, in the
name of racialism, or .hatred or envy. This bloodshed, following our mig­
rations like a shadow, has gone on for almost two thousand years. How the
.^wish people has decided to re turn home , its exiled sons come to it in
^pr­ir thousands from all over the world, while its sons in the homeland
a ro wag ing , as in ancient times , the sacred war for their people , their
con­. !try and their faith.

I '?ave you this short outl ine , Gentlemen, not in orderbto take up
your time or to boast of belonging to a nation that preceded your people
in the creation ofsare reign institutions and a great civilisation. I did
so­bo cause I want to ■explain to yoi­. the difference in our points of view
ht a result of which, in spite of tiie present situation, we do not regard
1י­­0 as judges and ourselves as accused, nor try to please you, nor worry
f..:<bont our personal future or life. Th is is , of course , something unusual
e.nc if there is any explanation for it, it is just that difference of
which I have spoken. Our perspectives are not the same . It is true that
לן70; are sitting on the elevated chairs of the judges while v/e are sitting
on the 1 ov; bench of the accused, but I am nevertheless convinced that we
ceo the matters involved in this collective trial, the relations between
the people of Israel and England as well as the future of this country,
from a level higher than that upon which you are seated. You see the re la­
tions between the physical forces of a great power , though no longer the

_

guns that you have got and we have not, and you compare this calculation
with the number of rifles and machine guns and grenades possessed by the
Jewish people, For you the result of such a comparison is clear enough:the
Jews will be defeated, or exterminated,■ since , as Frederic the Great putit, "God is always with the stranger battalions" , But I should like to tell
you that you are mistaken, that your calculations are unfounded , while ,as
Churchill once said, there is a strong basis in the faith that lives in
o­urho arts . Is this imagination? Is this mysticism?IT0, Gentlemen: it is
neither imagination nor "mysticism but a historical perspective that I have
bcc8us e I am a Jew and which you have not because you ­ are you.
We sa^r the Assyrian conqueror and his downfall; we saw victorious Babylon"■
and' its ■clocline , the kingdom of the Seleucids and its ruin ; we sav; also how
thr Roman Empire went to pieces . Al 1 this we did see and­ .welive .There­fore wo ■have not the slightest doubttho.t , whatever the outcome of the war
between us may be , you v/ill certainly not be the victors and all your ■vie­
tories over the people of Israel will be so many deadly blov/s to yoursel­
vos before history .

But when I say "1 am a Jew" I have not yet said all. I should add at
once that I am asoldier. a Hebrew Soldier. You are probably surprised J?
hear this as you have riot yet heard of a Jewish army but only 0I Jews r1s"t­
ing in alien armies .



. Atbest ,37­ou­­. have heard of the Jewish 3riga,do within the Britisha ary
1"!rich yanr have managed todiet' and"be cause in37­ our eyes it committed a ter­
r i"b 1 c crime in helping'. too generously the pennants of 0 ur people , who intheir effrontery wish to live in spite' of the wish of3­our rulers who would
nave preferred that they had . shared the fate 01 our six 1111111011 dead,

Nevertheless, Gentlemen, there is a Jewish army, an independent Jewish
army . serving the, Jewish people8.1 one , and I as well as my comrades here
are" proudof "serving in this army, of fighting in its ranks and following
its 1) anne r. It is true that this is not a regular army , it has no uniforms
and does not recruit its soldiers on acornpr'I:;:1 cry ­basis . But■ for precisely
this reason thisarmy /is so dear 10 us . We volunteered to serve in its
ranks , we joined it of our ovn free will wi th the'■ full loiowledge of the
dangers involved for those who ­belong to this army; no one forced us; no
one "enticed us . We went to enrol for .service in its ranks because an in­
nor voice told, us:­.Rise c,xi<: line rate37­our country I

Jod ,Gentlemen , ­ our army has accepted the task of liberating this
country from your rule or any 0 the r mile , and to return it to the Jewish^^
people as its property for ever, Our army does not conceal this aim from­'­
or any other factor in the world. On the contrary, we state our task quite
openly. For we think that you havema(3 e yourselves the masters of ouj^joun­trv ­by ■different means , ­by force and cunning, by making promisese.nd t^.
breaking them again, and it was particularly the aspirations, the claims
a?idthe credulity ■■ of 0 ur own peot)lo thatyou/ took advantage of irr order
to reach your aim .' Our parents trusted you and gave you the mandate over
Eretz Israel. They refused France and the U.S.A., they yielded their fun­
d ?mental right of managing the affairs of their country themselves, they
Hrnpo1"ereo voti. to act for then ■because they had put their trust in you.
This is .why they did not set up an army but 'built ~ built wonderful things,
Ib is is .V'rhy they d'id not amass arms but collected­■ money to invest in the ir
constructive work, in the firm belief that under your protectionand with
vour he In, they wore laying the foundations of the rebirth of the Jewish
State,

And you. deceived them , You simply deceived thonr . You invented all softg
of formulas, found all sorts 01 excuses and justifications, all of which
amounted to just one thing : the people of Israel was to remainin^ the coun­tries of the Diaspora, to^which 0110 more was to be added: the Land of ■1■S­rael, under Britishor >Eritisb­Arab rule . Our parents were naive and ­the
or ice they had to pay for their naivety Is so horrible that no human ziina
can ­rasp iteven /Suffice it to make one simple comparison:you, /a .l)le
cf 4?> million■ have lost in the second world war three ' hundred thousaiS^ li­
ves , while we ,. a people of 17 million, have lost twenty times as much as
vou have: six million lives,six million lives.

We have drawn our conclusions from the bitter experience of our Pa­rerts. We realise that no power in the world will ever save us from dee
tructjon If we ourselves do not do so; nothing will liberate us from sla~
very if we do not free ourselves. On these 'boEie assumptions was ^ created
aind^ built up the Jewish army , th'~ libcration.army ":h0SG tas]c ­1/ 2f .t0 rG­ ­turr to onr\:eo^letbat. without which it cannot live: its homeland anG

^ 1?ou^eftb^ef.r., t^at the Hebrew amy i, not a "?fi­te" ­^­ ­
your"?Le"inister^ays,­ but it ic ^s^jcrc,^ KSCforlSue?* nor
of ­.the People of Israel, which does not ^s­nt thc 2*nds.or*w?­£;4 to
the charityof foreigners nor th0 pogroms made .byf0"e^n^"'^v the t0obtainthe right accorded t0nT nation,however­smalxana wec.k.^the
right to a homeland, tcself­determination, _and;a^xndependen^Go,er e
arent. Therefore, the Jewish ^ay ^^^^^­­VPi^^^th^t ^^rec?ini.,
­dbeofought. ^ J­f­ ^\^m^^S^^^ r,^­
t ו 022 t



Therefore not we arc the ­breakers of the law tut your rulers. they
­mo play havoc with the rights of man, of tho citizen and human society.
­rd 11 we fight against then, then we arc doing our duty, our duty to­
­erds our own people and our fluty towards free .neopie everywhere.

And as a soldier of the free liberation army ■!"have the honour oftolling you on behalf of all ay comrades that the officers of the army
of the enemy have no ri^ht of ,jurisdiction over us and that■ according to .
.tl­"? principles of international law we are prisoners of war, whose status
issafeguard ec­ by well­known international agreements.

Anc­ another thing let ne­ tell you and my people: as happy as I was to
^1gh­c 1­ormy~ ^copic. aiio­ ny country3 0 happy amI now to suffer for them .
* or suiiermg ■too, when it is' ­borne for one ­s faith, ie a kind of war.Andhistory Caches us that from these sacrifices grows on the ruing of tyran­
ny the tree of liberty. ■­ J

This tree we planted withour ­blood: we are happ1y that we could do so.

Thestatus of* a recognised Underground Army
By prisoner Menachen Binder.

. Gentlemen, . ;

.'/he. ­rns enumerated in the indictment were not found in our hands . If they
hacl oeen in ourhen'os trfcv would hot today be inyours.For would we ­be sjt­
tiiig here, for that matter. ?or if our hands had really held those two
?ריט^­1זי^'­ and the tom­::y­gu'1s and rifles then only one of the following
;■;;0, J;hi:ngs would 118ve happened : either we should have ­broken through the
e oliinns­. of­ your soldiers■ although they had surrounded u­s ct the rate of
100 tol, or all of us should have foil en in this unequal ­battle , killing
in the desperate ­battle many of your s.oldiers . There 'was no third Dossi­
­bility. But it i­' a fact which we stress not for our own sake ­hut for that
o|kt:rath and perhaps for tho sake: of history ­ that you found all those
i**'3■ only after we had teen captured,­by you, after most of us had ­been hit
­by your ­bullets and were ­bleeding from' our wounds.. And you found it very
far■ away fron the place whe re we wore taken prisoners ­by you.

) By the way, I should like to point out that­the prosecutor was notcorrect in referring in the indictment to " hr. ar 1 gofוו arm p. " f wh i .oh he
should, according to Ms_own_c onceptions . hav e defined as "■possession of
"*­ms"■. We do, not think there is a great difference ­between these terms
and we do not care which­ of them you use, nor do I want to interfere in
the management and proceedings of this trial ; ­butI made this remark for
the s.­ike of precision alone ).

The fact that we ahvc■ been captured 1under these conditions does notdetract in ^ the least of our honour as Jewish soldiers and fighters. At
any rate,if you■ pern it 0 somewhat inconplete comparison, it does resemble
the f­11 of To­bru> or the surrcnacr of .your famous Singapore. ... Still I
have to state emphatically that the conduct of the soldiers who captured
us was far from being soldierly. I shall not nontion that they misbehaved
1­^ words anc­ with their fists agains.t wounded non, which majr ­be considered
as r­w outburst of their feel ings . ofhat re d against us. Perhaps one cannot
co:­plein of such an outburst of instincts however shameful , though oivi­
T ise c­ xjoople ought to be able to control themselves. I refer mainly t0.
­­" ­e intentional action of enlightened British soldiers which they carried
out "eith Germanthor oughiio s s .



■ They took from us almost all that had some value: money, fountain
pens , watches , money "bags,etc . They just"liberated"nany trifles which we
liked not for their financial tut rather sentimental ­value . In general
those objects were souvenirs or gifts which we had received fron our re­
latives or friends. Is it fair to take such things fron wounded people,
■bleeding and thirsty people who have­ been taken prisoners of war? Imo
taught His Majesty's forces to loot like this?

I think that the fact that we were taken prisoners ,how.ve­r painful
in itself, does not humiliate us, while the conditions under which this
happened are a stain on the honour and uniform of the soldiers who cap­
tured us. Their behaviour was not soldierly, but reminded one of the te­
haviour of highwaymen.

Hov/ever, this natter has another aspect, too. This was the first tinethat you captured a Jewish military unit, forming a part of the Jewish for­
ces fighting against you and declaring openly that they would fight againstyou­till the end: that is, until you hand over to the Jewish people the
rul* over its country and homeland, or until it is destroyed completely.
Sucha. fighting unit .you bring to trial in accordance with your usual, or,rather, unusual laws, as though these people were not soldiers, '"mbers
of an independent underground .army ­but ordinary breakers of the 1wW^||
there any logic in such an attitude? ^P

I state 'this problemintent i­01iaLi^.. as a problem of logic only. For
though it is certainly possible to bring up the question of justice and
human feeling that should compel a civilised nan to take off his hat to
people who could have lived quietly in their comfortable homes together
with their beloved ones but who recognised their duty towards their breth­
ren which demands from then to endanger and even to sacrifice their lives
which they do in pure idealism, although., I repeat, one night expect from
four gentlemen who probably day in day out have the words "freedom" and
"democracy" on their lips that they display an attitude of respect to­
wards men fighting for freedom even if their fate made it necessary for
then to fight against one another c But I shall not discuss this aspect of
the natter." Experience has taught me that such an "old­fashioned" argu­
uent whi3h was perhaps appropriate in the nineteenth century doeBit make
any impress ion. It is therefore not worth while appealing to feelings that
probably no longer exist inour ­tinefs, the times of large­scale cruelty,.
the Epoch. of Hitler and ­ Bavin, It is better to appeal to. logic, cold
reasoning, calculations of profit and loss; because if there is anythingthat can influence your rul 0 rs , I 'think that these are the only consj|e­
rations. . ■ ^^

Thus, Gentlemen. let us build our logical construction on one "basic
assumption. This basic assumption is that in this country there exists an
independent., adequately arned Jewish force fighting againstyou, i.e. ,
against your rule. The war waged by this armed force is a war of libera­
tion> the war of an oppressed people against its oppressors, of G Pe0Pj;e.
whose hone land has been stolen against those who stole'it. Therefore, this
is a just war and this justice must be admitted by all those peoples who
ever stood in battle for their freedon, against oppressors in their nidst
or f ore ign oppressors.

However, you do not went torecognise.this force and the members ?* ­the ­Jewishamy called"terrorists" by you, while . those­ who carry out itsmilitary plans you regard ­ or pretend to regard _ as criminals .Gentlenen,
­ this is not a novel attitude. The Nazis _ the German Naz is _ asI a^t
point out, because I regret that there are stillnany_Nazis in T^pJn1
who are not Germans ­ the German Nazis called"teF0?iStS .iJnS ­nd
Maquis and the partisan fighters of Ti*0 and tet fighterSn?tr ?elTof
. th­e rebels in Slovakia CJlclGreece,etc. This then 1S/laon with the in­
abuse, used by ,11 tyrants ^nst f? f±SfPT ^L^fandtheir strS ­tent ion to cast a shadow on the idealism of the fighter^ ~n
gle .



_ Lowever, asyouknow,C­ontlenen , these names of abuse did not help the
Nazis,whoenPloye<3 then gainst the fighters for freedom in the countries
01 occupied Europe. The oppressed people thenselves regarded their fish tin*
fO?S "f ­Light?f? for their own cause and they supported their struggle whil­leheartedly while the other countries recognised the underground armies as
Semi­regular amies entitled to the sane rights as soldiers in uniforn
Ihey even compelled the Germans to respect these rights of the various ua­
dergroundarmies, If the Germans refused to do so they were threatened withretaliations. It is interesting to note that the Germans, who generally
proudly trampled underfoot every international lav/ accepted this demand
and recognised, officially or practically, the belligerent rights of ­theEuropean underground.

On the basis of these precedents, and since from you one should ife .ableto demand at least what was demanded from the German Nazis, theLZ t.
dojlcfduod two years ago to recognise the fighting Jewish forces practicallv
and theoretically as underground forces possessing the rights of belliae­rents. In our opinion this demand is in the interest of all concerned. It
vrquld even seen that it is to­a great extent more in your interest than In
ouromi. ," ?*II, Gentlemen, we are prepo,red for everything , for every
s­.m^^ico. he fight for our country and the life of our children, while
you_ m your war gainst us have let yourselves in for some very unpleasant
business, which complicates your international relations, staining your
honour m every respect; while, on.the. other hand , this small country ,whichfor us is all, is for you only a tiny part of the 4On ill ion square kilo­
metres at jonv dls^os^l. One can, therefore, not compare our readiness tosacrifices in this war with your readiness to Sacrifices. Our determination
can to compared only to that of the Russians in their defence against the
German invaders of their homeland, or to the determination you would have
displayed had the German arnies succeeded in landing on the shores of your
homeland. This is a particular kind of determination not to be weakenedby any danger whatever.

If, therefore, you do continue with your ostrich policy and prefer
not to face the fact that against you stands in this country an organised
±orce, fully... aware of its national and historical .nissioa, ­ a ■force backed
not only by six hundred thousand Jewish citizens in the Jewish homeland
b ut by eleven ■­a ill ion Jews all over the world, and, finally, or, as you
say, "last but not least" ­ by Public וז10וו1נז0 in all free countries:? if
youshould like to examine this thesis you nay study afew American .Frenchor^hernewspapers;) if you continue in your blindness and bureaucratic
obs ,macy to regard the Jewish fighters and their organisations as ordina­
ry law­breakers whom you can even h­ng like criminals, then, Genttemen ,
I am airaid that.,.there suits of such an attitude are bound to become yorv
grave indeed. By your very attitude towards our ever increasing struggle
you ­re b ound. .10 . JJquidat e all the laws commonly accepted in warfare, and
which wo are prepared to respect, provided, of course ^ that you too com­nit yourselves to act in accordance with them .­But , Gentlemen, if these
laws arc'indeed ■?27"xdewed and if we realise that Jewish blood can be shedwilfully, there can be no doubt, as we told you two years ago, that British
blood too will not be spared. Then the war between us will really develop
accord ing^iines that actually neither you nor we can know at present. I ask
you to remember that in the course of our war there were numerous cases
when our comrades disarmed your soldiers, your police c ons tables, c aptur ing
dozens of your soldiers and police. It is true that after your men had
surrendered they were not harmed but were released after our operations
had beencompleted.Actually not even these facts can be considered as stri­ctly equivalent because your soldiers were held by us for sone hours only
while we, once we fall in your hands, hove to spend long years in yQU£
prisons and concentration canps . This inequality is due to thefQ'c., . ,

under the particular conditions of our war we are not yet £2 o position
to hold your soldiers in captivity for a longer time.
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rael light in the profound conviction that if" theydonot succeedin thif

I hav.e told you. 311 this frankly!,and ,openly because this. n­tterioU

oc thevie tins, of your blindness,of,■your treating■ as. criminals 'the fLh

. ■:■,­.<.. .. Indictment,££^JM­J^^.:^^.. dai:/2jrf; ■people . . ■

■'y'::'^:' ... :. .. : ­ ­ ■By prisone'r Baruch Shindlei­' .
Gentlemen , :'■'"'■' ;; ■' '. ■■''.: ''­." ' ..

You accuse us of carrying or possessing aras, I an not obliged to reply­ ..
to this accusation because I. do not recognise the right of your rulers 'toforbid .Jews to ■carry or to ,use arns in theirHone land, just as I do nof^cognisetheright',of, your ,judges to pass judgement on them for this na­tter.^sregards; ny ^s;is;at.titudeit. is perfectly clear and I do not in­tendto­.conceal ­it fron.you:;.every .Jew .inhis homelandhasHhe,"duty to car
ry arns , totrdinMnself In;their/use and .to employ arns ' in the sacred
war for■ liberation of, hisHomeland .: Moreover, Jour■cotLntryiijerLiir. the Diaspo­ra, too, have the ;duty .to undergo nilitary training in order to prepare .

themselves.for:,the war against­. those­who ■■deprive­ then of the ir country and
expose them /to extermination. I an surethat.aft e'r all that the Jewish peo^
pie , disarmed for two thousands years , ha.­3■' experienced ,my brethren in the .

Diaspora Jcnov exactly: as well, as­■ we here in the country of our forefathers
what is incumbent upon themin.; these cruel ■.times,­ : :­ ■;­­■ : ■ ■■■



^*^'afT^^ZS^SZ/'t^i?"0"3in your ­­­­ret cabinet

A t,oV"ott sfffnfftSv+LS 2*L f*eht1ng, you in the field of economy.triefoftSfZllfI'an!if^?fl £<­­­1­­­*| *Q&SJm.ot. all tS­ccun­

iJfo■then!S Y ™txl youre turn' ­to; tjhtfl* people whstyouS?e sotlen

.­­ ?Pity^o^ste 'tin^0T­u­h* *?J?™4 onSUch a ^t­­ale, it wouldHilSSiBlilllS
*o eoSinl "nySfI?1 to "1tuB?f'* \0"? it "ould l­e re.K­/s.tr^er^e Iy^th^ It^
J. We­ ■ acc^ge E^^na of ^^cring! of:the;;­breachof confidence In T9T7^^L^l^ l^t^1^peoplertoex^rt. ­XI efforts to assist'it in
±n ^ntelrS­A ^f;:the,Jewish" Zionist^pirations".Though. this pledge was0L'vho?ntenS ?n^ "n 'anbigous for*, indicativeoftS preaeditation ofthee­nS*n? +h.^^^1S ^iQplcnentation'it,wasncjilfest toall whatof thP­B^fo^the Jewish "Zionistaspiratioira,''1which ,foraedthe subject"*™^ Balfour declaration, really/was. these aspirations had but .one י

me^n3;nf .™ieh was3mown to all your serious politicians : to Lloyd George
?S1i(mr. to Churchill and Smuts,to' Gecil'.and Anery.: a Jewish or Heb­

rew btate on both sides of. the River Jordan.On" the strengMi of this pro­
n lse the ­ Jewish people "believed in you, helping jou to defeat the Kaiser's
Cremany, an^ admitting you not as a: conqueror; annexing. the land of Israel
out as: the Manda­tory over. ottr country , entrusted with an international
nission. This confidence­..yoft­ have violated and broken.

'jay ■'■,■Aa­.nr,
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Instead of endeavouring to help the people of Israel to realise its aspi­
nations you aid your utmost to interfere with the realisation of the as­pirations of our people.
.2 We accuse England of the crimeof the violation of international T.lfW
//Although you drew up the text of the Mandate you endeavoured. as is the
,customof.: your insidious policy to introduce definitions permitting of
v­ar1ousinterpretations,and to ada "glosses" abolishing the principal oh­ligations, etc., the Mandate of the Ldgue of Nations neveftKeXess imposed
upon you several definite duties which you have neverfulfilled.You under.
*003c to promote the repatriation of the Jews to their homeland. Instead
0+ doing so, you have systematically limited it until it has ceased al­
most entirely .You undertook to promote the close settlement of the repat­riated Jews .You­undortook to make available for them Government land not
r?'3uirodfor public purposes. Instead you have frustrated every attemptat sottlemont inTrans jirdon ­ even when your satellite agreed to Jewish
colonisation inTransJordan. You have enforood land laws based on racial
oleorlninatlon, which were known before only in Czarist Russia and Nazi
Germany ,And above all, you undertook in the preamble of the Mandate to ­
help in the"reaorta tr^■^­­ of the National Home of the people of Israel
?ndto" reconstruct" can refer only to what existed !before. In other vroMs'.
you undertook to return the complete territory of the Land of Israel W
12v a§xms>te■­ owner, the Boopie of Israel, as its homelandand indepen­
a*nu State. Instead of doing so, you stole the country in order to keepit^or yourselves, confining to a Ghetto, tho part of our people that in
­?Site of your intentions <3i6suoo^Gd in reaching and settling inits .Home
land, giving it a status that is no better *■ and in certain respects, even
worse ­than the status given to Jewish minorities in certain countriesof the Diaspora. .

,3 .' Weaoouse England of tho crime of instigationtoanti­Jewishmassac­ ­
res 1 In order to obstuct us, in order to beoono the masters of this country
undor the mask of a supreme power enforcing peace in our country, you in '
cited ?.gainst us pur Arab neighbours, with whom we actually have no con
f Hot since we regard them as citizens with equal rights of our indepen­
dent State, oitizenswho will enjoy rights , and social progress to an in*
comparably higher degree than under your regime of exploitation, and in­stigation or under the rule of your satellites in Trans Jordan, Irak, or
any other country, This unnatural and unjustified conflict is your work
anawas broughtat)out by the foulest methods of agents­provocateurs . Inthis criminal work of instigation participated your govemers, from B^ULs
and S.torrs to Spears, as well as your military commanders, from the dWfk
01 the military occupation of this country downto .Mr. Glubb Pasha, who­
as couia hotbe^expected otherwise ­ was given a high deoorfxtion for his
instigation; :in these activities participated also your ainleters and
j ournalistes, to say nothing of your petty agents ­ Government officials
and mercenaries of your secret police who tour the villages and oall upon
the " ra­bs to "start" ; As a■ resultof this instigation much blood has been
shed in this country. Hundreds' of Jews ,men, women and children. were
!'­Illed, many thousands were wounded, fields were sit afire, Settlements
which had been built up under great sacrifices and with the toil of our
pioneers were laid waste.

Your criminal propaganda of hatred actually continues to *hi| very
day. It would probably have letf to renewed attacks against Jewish Settle
nents, but in the meantime an. armed Jewish force has risen ia ­tt118 0ounry, vhose efficiency could be seen by the Arabs throughout the years ox
our fight against you and your rule. Therefore our ne ighb ours areno­c
■a hurry to be taken in by your provocations and all attempts. Dy your
agents to spur them on to attacks against us have so far been in. vain.
But you will not easily renounce the spectacle of a Jewish­Arab war. that
37­ ou would greatly enjoy since it would give again the possibility of
appearing as the supreme judge who stands for justice and is "beaten"
­by ­both of the parties to the conflict.
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Therefore you have brought to out country your scents, who during
thewar were Nazi agents, and tnade of then the leaders of the Ara­b popu­
lation.Wnen even these agents failed to involve the Arabs into attacksthat would _ be sheer suicide for then, you brought to Syria the notorious
S­^nt and instigator who for two yc­rs served the death machine of the
A'zzis. lou deny of course that you brought hin to the frontiers of our
c oun ury and for this purpose you staged the comedy of a search aboard the
transport ship "Devonshire" in Port Said. But whom did you take in with
these manoeuvres? A certain writer speaking of the Nazi gangsters said
with re^­vd to GoebPls that though he was very cunning this fact did not
tfr­­ Lp mm so much since everybody had cone to !mow hin. I think th^t this
is true also withreg­.ra . to your wire­pullers. They are very cunning tutall ­■.heir cunning no longer helps them once the whole world has succeededin exposing it. All the world knows who it was that needed the Jerusalem
1,.xdt1 m the vicinity of the Land of IsE*el; all the world knows whohe Id.
ea ■hi:: to "escape" from France . All your efforts of covering up thisnatter are of no avail toyou :you brought hin, you ­brought the Mufti in
order to kindle up the fire of a war between Jews and Arabs, the fire of
a war that was to help you to cook your soup. I do not know wether this
­ujm will succeed in achieving what his relative, Janal Husseini, couldnw bring about. But if he does, if the Arab population is coaxed into
attacks which are conplttely unjustified and whose results will be fright
f ul ,first of all for the Arabs . themselves , then all the world will knowtir't jjoji caused the catastrophe, that y_ou were interested in it, that you
1 11cx ted the Arabs and succeeded in doing so.
4 . We accuse England of the crine of being an accon­pliceto mass murder
Evor since the day of Hitler's arrival to power you did all in order to
prevent European Jewry fron escaping the dangers of extermination prepared
by the Nazis.. It took Hitler six years to win Germany ;the war against­Nazi
Gemany took another six years. During those twelve years it would have
been possible to save millions but you barred their way and compelled
then to remain on the vulcano. Your aim was clear: you needed the disag­
pearance of the greatest possible nunber of Jews in order to diminish if
not e ­I in in" tepnt i re ly tho mr.ibcr of peoplec lain ing their Homeland, in
order ­1­hat you could , without difficulty ,­becone the masters of our coun­try for good, arguing that actually there are no Jews left who desire toreturn to the Land of Israel. ' ■

In those years the late President Roosevelt made an .attempt to help
tjg* refugees of our people by bringing at least part of then to our coun­
tmr. This was the hopeless attenpt of the Evian conference. The attemptfailed only because you wanted. it to fail. To the Evian conference you
intentionally sent Lord Winterton, the notorious anti­Senite ,his instruct­
ionr­werove ry clear: he was to inform the representatives of the nations
participating in the conference that in the Land of Israel there was not
r0 on even for one Jew nore .

Anyone who wishes to know in what troubled waters fish your hypo­
critical politicians, should recall with what sort of arguments you jus­
t:if led , throughout those years ,your policy of closing the gates of our
country .There was a tine when you declared that the economic conditions
Of 0ur country did not pera it lrrge­scale immigration . But after Jewish
initiative­ had proved that it is the nainr source of the absorptive ca­
pacity.of this country you arranged a pogron and declared ■that security
conditions ­i.e.,the "political conditions" ­ did not permit mass inni­
^ration. Then ­ the war broke out. You innediately produced a new argument
why the Jews could not be admitted into their country: anong. the Jews to
bo repatriated there night be ­ and this is what you really dared to say
" Gorman agents" . This argument was a"band one.d when the total extemina­tion of the German Jewry began. Then you argue d that it v/as again impose
Bible to br ing Jews to the ir country because you could not spare trans­
port for the rescue of the vie tins of the Nazi nassacres because you need­
~ed ­.11 vehicles and ships in order to achieve victory over Germany.
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^cnt^L^wSlboS^jfw^l?? ^ffo^tea^ .11 your foraer ­"­

Y:hlch v"fromtirtn +?nn' . nthoa ­excuses and subterfuges

Hitler,airectly afweli­TinaJ*or"v h6rS. TMs is howyou helped

r,na bis S^tcrstyoV"uraered "nS xllio^Jews cr.rnea out by Sitter

^^ '^er^eneYWe S141S" cv?T^P­"^f 1­1.0 a Prison. Youhave i­
^110­S. Y"uiconfinin^undreds­0?XM +?" ^ m the shadow of the^ Prisons withouteveJ^rS^S ?hen ?J^Z^; 1J^0n?entration c^PS
eoraoone, the secret^01 ieo"™™without lfr^ Ana if your courts ^3qu±detentionfor nany je­rlonthe^V^nrlf^ Places hin ^der .^Joctedour■^rcLto'to^i T­^T^ 0fspecial regulations .You have

Sith?v+^J^!3 ■^ 1­^ one of the fir^t things a nan needs ­ but ^

0 ^ing but, on the contr­­ir3r, is on the rise all over the world . In your
countrtyoo th?/ews arc exposed to the danger of destruction ,Nor ■is this■^taingnew . Already ^ord Derby ­ as reported' in the book of the amba­^^0^, Henderson­ spoke towards the end of the first war of a nassacre

v­ n1afnt 01 ^t.Bartholoriew? )ngainst the Jews of Great Brit­ain. ind now?
Uoes not Bevxn head the Jew ­baiters? Our indictment against you is not
yet complete. I could have added nuch to the paragraphs Iquoted. But I
do not think that this is necessary­ The paragraphs which.I have ennuae­rated, though dealing with then only ina few words, suffice to expose you
before the world as traitors and despots ,liars and instigators,interna­
tional crininals inflicting catastrophes on other peoples and the world
as a whole. :

Therefore I stand here before you and tell you, in the shadow of the
gallows ­ repent of your s ins ! Do penitence ! Pray for nercy for yoursel­
vec,for your crimes have become insufferable­
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Aninternellati on
By prisoner Chaira Luster.

t

":Gentlemen, .

...lamy_ statement I will confine myself to an interpellation. While I was
' ­ pr1SOn *1T^ that the clandestine radio of the I.Z.L. broadcast an*r^^ent to the effect that you, Mr. President/said in a meeting
with other off icers :What a pity one has not done with the Jews in Pales­

You must not be surprised that these words reached the JewishUnder­
grouiia movement, It is true that no guarantee can be given as to the W
cision of the words actually used but it would seem that their sense has
been, reported correctly, And you surely 3m ow that the Jewish Undel^ound
has m$my ears and many eyes, and sees and hears things that you never
dreamed would reach those who fight against you.

As a matter of fact., Mr­ President, your words stand in need of a
^tailed analysis and thorough discussion. After all, you are not an or­

_ mary otixzev or an inferior official of your government. Your positionis very high, it is Perhaps one of the highest in this country, since in
■ your 'hands, lies the scepter of justice ­ if one can speak of British just­
ice, pathe fate of human beings is sometimes subject to your decision.

Accordingly I accept this opinion and, I am sure every Jewish citizen
does the same ­ which you stated in front of your friends and acquaintan­
ces, very seriousely indeed. I think it worth while considering these

Allow me to beginwi "h the end : this country you chose to call a
^amned country" "You surely admit that this .expression is no less amazing
than it is insulting. Hitherto we were accustomed to the whole world call­
ing our country the "2h:_y" , since it is sacred to hundreds of millions

of People regarding it, regardless of race or religion, as the source
oi Jivinewisdom, and the centre of monotheism­ It was on these groundsttfet the Anglo ­American Inquiry commission ­ or, rather, its English
members ­ found it Possible to announce that Christianity has a very o.reat
"Merest in the Land of Israel, and therefore they thought it necesscry
U> leave you as rulers in it, you, the Christian English people. But if
fp, how can you explain that you as an Englishman .and a Christian c^ll theholy country a "damned country"?

It is not (?) ­ and I arrive at this conclusion from the first part
of your very suggestive statement ­ because in your opinion the Holy Lond
became a damned country" because: the Jews live init, or because the Jews
want to Possess it as did their ancestors. This opinion, too, is strange
and surprising. For everyone knows that if this country did become a holy
country in the eyes of mankind this happened precisely thanks to the Jews
i­hej destroyed thousands of years ago the idols of the heathens, they
brought to this country the word of the Lord from Mt. Sinai. Nor should it­
be forgotten that the founders of the Christian religion too were the sons
of our People and that the tre,,. of Christianity whose branches now extend
over all the countries of the world,was planted and grew up in our country, ^t if youare nevertheless of the opinion that ■the Jews turned the\f^ofthe Lord into a". 'mned country" , I have to ask you another ques
t1onrYou have, of course, the right to hate iis ­ you are not the only
one in this world who hates us ­ but if you hate the Jews how does your
conscience allow you to assume the function of a Judge of the Jews? I
think that all legal bookef contain a passage stating explicitly that if a
judge or any member of the jury has, for some reason or other, a hostileattitude to the accused, it is his duty td! astf to be released from his
function. I think you ought to have done so, Sir.
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We think that all this jury isillegal, ­but still less can a judge 136aTSS^^^^^ Person,! hostility against the ™^
we^Sehea^^XTl.T0^ ' therefore, this fact should be recordedby tSmi^eso.fthe proceedings and by public opinion. We certainly agreeto. your optVf?^ youmust return home to your family in England! v/e agreeto /our

: + ^.fFMiornsst', of all, we highly appreciate your feeligg calle d
י nostalgia, a man's longing for his home . This feeling, you should !mow,
has been alive m our hearts fortwo thousand years,Oh, ­but howlfi™we
Jc^vnfoT out hom^I All our prayers, allour dreams" all our consolation7 directed to the day on which the Lord would bring us back to our
home, //hen the lord brought back the Jews to ?lion , our forefathers s"n"^ the rivers of Babylon, We were like men in a tire an.Yes>! like men In .

£"!?­?.. For there is no greater happiness than to returnhome , home.Thepe­
±ore there is no difference Wither you return home from a palaie or from
a hut , irom Pleasant surroundings or from a "damned country" Wither vou
return from giod people or, as happened to our nation, from people who A
want to murder you. The main thing is ­ to return home,^ So a/j our 0
sire today is to return home. But, of course, this does not apply to us
alone. tfe are happy that we succeeded in reaching our hwe, ­but like us
there are millions of our brethren, who want to re turn hone too. Can they
be denied this right? Particularly since these are people who have not
even got a temporary home , because the homes they built on the volcanos

­ of^the Diaspora have been destroyed completely, burying in their ruins
alive or dead all those who were near and dear to them, You should really
understand, Sir, and Gentlemen, if you still can understand, that the whol'<

matter, which has caused our trial too, is nothing but the re turn home
0j. millions without a home. They do not return for the sole reason that
you do not allow them to retunr, because you deny them this right, which
as iarv ap it concerned you, was so clear and natural and so imperious.taat you are even ready to curse and desecrate sacred ideas when your su­periors postpone for some+ J­ me your voyage home. If there is in such a
mentality a certain egoism ­ I regret ­but I have no other name for it but
foul egoism, this mentality has also certain implications­ It would seem.
and this is something decided by you ­ that so long an your wish is ful­filled and you and your colleagues rule our country, yon cannot re turn .^
your home and our people cannot re turn to its own home , And if so, Sir.™
you are perfectly free to re turn home I And not onlyyou alone. Take along■
with you all your army and police, and all your officials , who too pro­
bably should like to go home. Return home and give us back this country
wifich you have stolen from us. You know that we shall take it and that it
will be ours as it once was.^our. military commanders who appeared before
the Inquiry commission left no room for doubt on this score, This coun­

,try will be our again, only we will rule it not in order to exploit it or
in order to opress others, or in order to make of it a military base against

others; we will rule this country in order to carry out our great
mission, given to us . by Divine Providence, a mission for mankind as a whole;

we shall bring home millions of people ?/ho unless they have this home
have no prospects of survival, no future. Thus you see that in this

case the desires of our hearts meet: if you return to your home, we toowill return to ours and then there will su.rely be no reason to break the
po"ee bet^een our two pe0piog.

Do­pp !Forheaven s sake ­ go home and give us back our home !

And new, oir and Gentlemen, permit me shortly to analyse the first part
of your words. You expressed your regret that one did not do to the Jews
in Emtz Israel what was done to their brethren in Europe , Le t us s Pe ak
0penly : you know, of course,Sir,what it was that was done to the Jews m
Europe : they .we re put in the thousands intd g"s chambers and were mur­
dered under infernal agonies.
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And you would like the same thing to hap­oen in thiscount™ nq ?T^JoS^^f^tSור*"ו instructive* ^ ^uBurely^ealiLdTafth slime ■JhiiSnbut th^ + 1"1"^ who massacred millions of men end women and­cnn...ren,but this time, in order to carry out this mass murder it would^!TTISZ/jJ^ the hand, of your brethren, the ^li'hf^o have^Se
^"en?lfy­o­u ™^kK aS^r^irL^t^Jur^^h^^o X
people, ana you surely hope they will fulfil it.PerhLsMr.Ch'im"n you
/fe right. Perhaps they will be no less ready to doso­ thaithe "J™ilis?a"^™ <". But this you' and .11 of you ^hoSldknow:YousLallno? live totf\h£Llni™In* ' + **1I1 never succeed in bringing the inhabitants
Qi thiscountry to extermination camps without resistance, without an enor­^^!oe■thc.tjouwxll^€ to pay with your ownblood. Thiswas possible
only therein theds^cd Olzntri of the <Haspora­rtr­u­ly damned, on that
.011 01the ■Lxile that robbed, our brethren of the physical "nd spiritual
^ftheir""ivebelief^f^^.1^ them to be complexly defenceless because^/feh71r n­^ve tel1f?.: m the image of man that you hhve ­ only there it v^'B^lM* and even there the Lion of­Judahroared and went to fight in the

^ . Thp rer.l causes of the trouble9 By prisoner Benjamin Kaplan.

Gentlemen,^ ^ ^ ^ on the Principle of the honour of soldiers, we think that it™i~ f J ™U­tual msult against our honour as soldiers if we recognised
y u,rs, Jud^es and ourselves as accused. Though we call you 'judges' we ne­
v^Itheless4,(30 not forget for a moment 'that you are wearing the uniform of0^10^8 0^ a country fighting against the People of Israel. Furthermore,
we do not forget that though you ad'ress us as 'accused' we are actually

prisoners of war belonging to the Jewish people, which is at presentat war with Great Britain.
, Sincerity and frankness are.considered the first virtues of a soldier

Thus, 3­lso^we ha­"e been compelled to attend these proceedings in order to
take P­rt in the trial against us we can by no means agree to the function
of accused, forced upon us nor will we confine ourselves to the factual
evidence relating to the case as demanded by the prosecution. The factual
evidence of our case in itself neither explains nor discloses nor states
anything ­t "11. We therefore do not wish to discuss to what extent the
prosecution succeeded in establishing the correctness of its basic as sump
tions, as demanded by legal proceedings.Experience has taught us that even
tV;e courtroom may become a Battle­field for you on which England fightsagainst the Jewish people.

.
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It is not always the legal principle of establishing justice that decides
011 this battlefield , "but, quite on the contrary, in most cases justice
­b 0­­'e her head to the requirements of an emergency situat i on . Theref ore we
c ons i" cr it a? our duty as sold icrs to tell you frankly what we .think of
this■trial and to show you '.­hat we regard as the principle matter in this
case .

You will probably have no objections, Gentlemen, if■ we speak out al­
oud 1:01*0 what is usually not admitted openly and what people generally
endeavour to hush up. The center of gravity in our case lies in the stra­
t.. gical and geographical situation of our country. It is this fact that
induced England to carry on a campaign of conquest against our people.

The means of communication "by air and land have again. raised the im­
portance of the ancient route crossing our. country and leading to all parts
of the globe . The interest you 10 ok in the fate of the people of Israel
and the fueling of sympathy for its national aspirations you stated in the
past, all derived from the wish to penetrate 6m the back of the Jev/ish
pc ople' into this vital vein of your Empire . You needed ­ some certificate ,
s e rv ing you­ as a pretext to justify your penetration to the country east
of the, Suez, just as , with the help of■ the gold of the Rothschilds and.
the Jc­­ri,sh brains of risraeli you acquired the Suez oanal . against thqftt
v'iH of man­­­­ inhabitants of your islands . The persecuted Jewish people ^^
d id not ­■­ant to consider you always and everywhere as . intriguers pursuing
only selfish ains. ^t regarded you as decent partners. Under the influence
01 your fine declarations, in spite of the decline of your star during the
Poor 1'­ar , our people thought that it was the English fairness in business
a~tributrr! to you that had motivated your declarations.

Gentlemen ­ Vre will not s pe ak of the immense profit Great Britain
g allied in the past thanks to this state of the affairs . Your statesmen
1 ike LI oy^ G­e orge ,Ealf our, Smuts , and others admitted openly that the
plo'n "cs made to the Jewish people to help us in the re c ons trueti on of
our country were a compensation and a token of gratitude ,for all the help
.r3~cn to England by the Jews during the first Y.rorld war. However, men like
Lloyd G­e orge , ' Smuts and Wedgewood obscured reality and resulted in the
Jewish people going an !correct impression of the real men responsible
r or Biritish politics.

V;h o these men really are is admitted byV.' ins ton Churchill in his
book on the leading men of his time. In the chapter 0:. Asquith not only
one ■■­!us t be liquidated how the latter decided after he had become Prime
:!inister to liquidate some of his politicaT'f riends who were not conve­^cfnient for his purposes. To Churchill's q ue s t i on why he was doing so, ^^
Asquith answered: "The most important quality of a Prime Minister is to
bo abutcherer". A characteristic answer, one should say. Lot us examineit in the 1 ight of the situation in our country, in■ this part of the world,

In our opinion, Gentlemen, there is room enough for dozens of millions
of people . in ­1­ho l~Tear Fast, while the re is room enough in our country for
tho repatriation of millions of Jews . These countries were the­ granary of
the inhabitants in the tirnos of the Romans. The expulsion of :he J ev/s ,
the wars , +he numerous conquests and■ the particular gift 1for destruction
of the chance inhabitants of our country 'haver turned into a desert a
country that once flowed with nil"!' and honey . Nowadays , thanks to the
cere of ' the Je"­­? , the country Is be Ing reborn. Our country is ready to
receive , to clothe and feed "all those Jews !mocking today at its gates .
Our work oi reconstruction may become a miracle of human ereativeness ,
leading to peace and abundance. However, to make this miracle come true,It is necessary to have more qualities than those of a butcherer. Or,ra­thrr, one must not be a butcherer at all.When the executioner looked at
our country, strange things began to happen init. As officers you surely
know the theory of the great strategical importance assigned to ^he men~tality and mood of the inhabitants :destined once to become an arena for
the operations of war .
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Put even thi­­­ theory pern its ­different points of wiew; a human point
of vie1" ­ and that of a butcherer, The butchera ' were shocked to see
what progress and civilisation the Jews we re "bringing with then to the
Near East. They preferred ignorance and stagnation to reign in an ­under­
populated territory euphemistically referred to as יי the picturesque
Orient", They preferred to support Arab rule and enabled scoundrels and
good .for nothings to do what mischiefthe 3­­ wanted, without ever punishing
then,

The 'rnras , the Armenians and the Assyrians were destroyed ­ v/ith the
c onr.ivance of the British to such an extent , that the re is no one left,
among them to rise: and to ask: England ­ what about your pledges ?But for
the book written by the Jewish writer FranzY'erf el , what would the world
knov­ about Musa­I)aigh': 'Router' would have hushe d up the true events in
a naze of lies and the event would have been' lost to the world of truth.

Accord ing to the point of view of thebutcherer , the theory of sta­
tegy demands to win the'' sympathy of the coloured people" in the territo­
ries on the way to Ind ia by means of the policy of "divide et impera" by
delivering up ell the peoples inhabiting those countries to the fangs of
one of then.

­... ­ ~ ­­­­­ ­

r .­­_ .. , _. ._ .­ ~ __ _... , __
trans form it into a British military ba.se . This , Gentlemen, is the true
re <■ s on v.­hy you are perform in/: the function of ' judges 1while the Jewish
youth, tbc soldiers of our nation appear here as 'accused'.

The illusory belief in a "better England" than that of the 'acrecu­
ti one r' has by no■­■­ gone for ever. The victory and the subsequent policy
of the Labour Party ,and the 'Foreign Secretary , Bevin, have done avray
wi th what nay h8"e remained ,of that illusion. Now the Jewish people as a­
whole sees bey one any doubt that the "New England" too is prepared to do,
with the help 01 its ally and former accomplice of ^itler ­ theL£uf ti of
Jeruralen ­ what the "old. England" had accomplished with the help of tho
se sane Arabs in the case of the Kurd s, the Armenians and the Assyrians .after the first v'orld Vrar­. England wants to exterminate the Jev/ish people
For this reason our people has decided to take up the arms. This war con­tinues and will not come to a close as long as you bar the only way of
rescuing our people.

k great man, a Jew, once said: "People think that the Jew is as weak
as a match. But 17 million matches have power enough to set ablaze the

greater than it was at the time those words were spoken. Do not think .that on the grave of our hope , on the grave of the Jewish people , you
will be able to set up your military base.

The earth will burn under your feet and you shall not be able topredict wither tho sparks of the conflagration will fly and what other
conflagrations will incinerate your own houses ,י Your economy possesses
manyinf lanable points . There "­ill be no victory for you in this war.
The cessation of military operations and the occupation of the country
of the enemy , usually ind icative of the end of a war, will not ­ spell vic­
tor­5./­ for you in this vrar .Our Homeland has been occupied by you* You have
amassed in it armed forces and military equip nent in perfectly ridicu
1 ous amounts .But nevertheless ­ thi'­­ war continues . You have entrenched
yourselves in fortresses and behind barbed vrire and pill­boxes : but you
nro not the masters of this country, you cannot rule it ­ because we ­
theJe­■ ifh people do not want you 10, The Jewish people v/ith its elevenmillions, scattered all over the world is in a position to extend help
in human material and equipment to the Tshuv , the advance­guard .^onberring
600.0 0 0 of the Jewish people in its Homeland .Your entrenchment in our
country will meet with "much greater difficulties than those faced by the
Honr an Empire . This entrenchment will cost you nuch, both in losses oflife and war materials . As traitors , as breakers of international commit
ments, as the oppressors of our people you shall not survive here,.
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Our people you v'ill not liquidate as you succeeded in doing with tet
Kurd r, thr Armenians and the Assyrians. You incited and let loose against
then the forces of destruction for you hoped to rid yourselves of your
pierces which you never had the intention to nake good. This was also
vour hope vith regard to Hitler who■­! your Mufti served. You wanted that
Hitler should nassacre the ­tews inSurope . You speculated that with the
disappearance of our brethren the eternal pressure' of the masses of the ■■

Peopleof .Israel against the closed gates of its*1one land would equally
disappear. This is'why you pern it ted the death machinery of the Nazis to
overate undisturbed and nercilessly. But your plans have gone wrong♦ Inspite of r.ll your calculations the survivors of destruction try v/ith in
cronsed force to reach their homeland.

The Jewish people sees in Great Britain the real guilty parly in all
these catastrophes and disasters, and so 1ong as you stand as an obstacle
between us and our salvation we shall fight you.

Od 10 avda tiqwatejnu ­
) Our hope is not yet lost)

By prisoner DvoraKalfus .

C'en tlencn, ■4f ter you sentenced the two Jewish youths , Ashbel and Smchon, t0 death,
­both of then rose, stood at attention and sang, inspired with an enthusi­
ך"$י/ vou will n,evcr understand , our Jewish nationalanthen , Hatiqvah.The
^T. ,C. reported this fact,anong others, while it was giving in a fGW­t sentences to the world at large a picture of proud unyielding Je­
vnsh fighters v/ho receive a death sentence with a song 0x1 their lips .You
cannot deny that this is an anazing scene and though I do not know what
in­ression it nade on you, I do know that in Sese da^kJ^s 2£ ?wr£aET^utality, their stand and conduct could fill the heart of every Tree r^
v­ith a renewed faith in nan, inind ividualisn and the values of hunan
יי­ orr 1 \\^t , ■

"However, your radio d id not content itself with reporting the fact
­,Ppii^h­ faithful to your general line it found it necessary t0 a^lf s0­
"^ consent of its. own', ­ivinr the statenent the following text:" ihet­0 *ertence'3 ­1en, ssng'in the courtroom the so­called Jewish national
~T+y'e^" Vac B.B.C. ■?id not saysinply: "the Jewish national anthen<יי+^^ "so"caHed national anthen" . I ­ish to explain now v*y J dv/ell?0­
on ^torn employed intentionally by your radio, an<^ what the cowaeo­
­1 on is ­between tni? fact and this trial. I shall bring another fact,
o'1­u811^instrue t ive ,which ■i s also connected , though not formally butin'essence. with our trial, or rather, with, the circunstance­?thr.tle d^
+n­ v^r­ t­ial Th" fact in question vb.b published m one ofthe olticiai.etatenentfofyour QoverSnent: A British destroyer Stoppedontne open
rer , apparently in ,accordance v/ith' the universal!Jw . 0^ . thef/,2 '
­,­ shl^ c^rrvinr refurees, Jews on their way to repatriation, Je\/s ,

v­o in s±fe7^f Jou^were returning to their Xoneland. hJ7f* y0ULnSal
0­f icer­:­ent abo^ the ship they saw a flag hoisted ™ thc r^ast ofpefesMP.Satwas' ourflag/ the ?lue_wnite flagofthe Jewish ll\t
Ho­e^er, your officers reported an<? your official statement repeated
an"! published that the flag v/as "an unknovm flag" v
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In these t^o characteristic facts is actually contained all the
mean in­ of ■4­he war between you and us; these facts also explain perhaps
pester tha,n all our speeches the political ■background of our collect iretrial here , You ­1­"nglish .neither recognise our national anthem nor our ■­

f la;­, And since there is no nation without a flag and a nan then of its
ov­n , it follows from your attitude that you do not recognise the Jewish
people eithe■r., .In other words ,in this respect you indentify yourselves
;:'; th Adolf ^itlor. lie too argued that the ^ewish people 1 is not a peo­
"It but a conglomerate of inferior creatures, His conclusion was :to ex­
tcrminate us. You, Gentlemen, accept Hitler's ­basic assumptions; during
the ­?­ar you even assisted hin in carrying out his conclusions. How you
ere ready to continue along these lines and to transform the eleven mi
ר_ר ion Jews , who survived, . and who , in your opinion h.ave neithera natiot­
.al flag nor a national anthem, that is not the image of a nation,which
in 4­urn implies that they have not the imago of a man ­ you are prepared
to transform them into candidates for extermination caarps, precisely
as you as sister1 the Na^is in pu+ting six millions of our brethren into
t .■"0s 0cam "os #

Th is is ­your pi an : to carry out this plan, or, rather as a result

of our 0^'n > without a flag or, without "an unknown flag" , without a na­ti ona­1­■■ anthem0r > without a "so­called anthem"'..,.­­^'­"in. your villainy _
an.'­1 I should ac­ d , in your stupidiyt, you assume that we are going to ­
acquiesce in al1 this and will prefer the existence of a respite grant­
'­^r to slaves sentence'? to death , to a war that though it may cost theloss of human lives will lead to the concentration of our peoples inits land with ±ts. ovn flag , .recognised .by all nations as . the flag of afree ■and independent people . Your scheme , has , of course, been frustaat­
ed completely a.nd the main reason is that we have not yet lost our hops
­yes ,Gentlnen, we have not lost our hope ­ od 10 avda tiqvaiejnu!
If after centuries of persecution and massacres and humiliation

an" squalor we have 1 iv e d to be and to see Jev/ish soldiers with* arms in
thei­1" hands for the liberation of their homeland ­ then we have not yetlest our hope,

. "■­hen afterI9 hundred yoars have passed since the quelling of Ear
::oehba­ 3 revolt we have lived to see another revolt of the sons ­ of Jude,,
c­­1is tingui sh ing themselves by the heroism of Bar Kochba's rebels , then
0^~ hope is not yet 1 os t .^p If after the .terrible slaughter of six million Jews we have_ not
be en weakened but , on the contrary ,won, increased faith in the eternity
of' l[<­raol an'3 its s 0 011 rebirth in .its home lend , then our hope is not
;­­­­.t lort.

Our ho"'e 'is not yet lost Do youj­ rulers with their obstinate
.her ­^ts an? their dumb minds realise what this s ong means to us and to
millions of our brethren? ­Do .they know by whom and where this song was"
song? Yes ­ the Jewish heart sang this song for two thousand years'; the
Jewish y­uths s ang this 's ong when they went into battle anc1 returned
from the fi;'ht. Put apart from this ­,do you know who hadthese fflnjyle
an^' great words on their lips? I will tell :/0u­ when the ±2ulJ!aZ1 ,,
murderers pushed our teachers, our brethren and sisters int0 the deattl
waggons, then our martyrs gang "Hatiqvah".
When those y/ho ■were our nearest and dearest wrre lining up in the ceiiie­
tery facing the graves they themselves had C1 ug ­ they s ang Hatiqvah.

When the best of our peo­oles , our sages and scholars , our elders
an^ our tiny children marched in their thousands to the gas cells ­
they sang Hatiqvah. To return to this land of our forefathers were the
ir last words sent by the pale lips of millions of Jewish martyrs, and
"towards .the east" :they raised their eyes , before they left this world
for ever. . . ,
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such a * on­■­­ hallowed more than any other anthem in. the world ,■

'd_ you call"" the so­calledanthonr" ? You shall know, Gentlemen,
eons of Israel, will fight against you, until the hbpe has eoae

., the millions r,­770 v'ere slaughtered because of you, you together
vour confederate Hitler, did not recognise their anthem, did not re­

eorvAt^ ­*:heir flag, because you had. stolen theirhomeland . In this war
HfVibe­. ration our'" nation isIde ing created anew and it will force you to
i­r^i ■niseit and its right to a homeland and symbols ,of independence wtf£ch
rr­ accepted.symbols in all civilised countries. And : you, too will re cog­nirethe :Jewish people : ­voluntarily or not, but recognise it you willy7^ then, only then there will be normal relations between lsva.01
ari" other peoples. Then any naval officerwho' will look at a ship that
s'riie^ ■nast­his own, and perceive the flag will say: Oh yes, this is a
T^rcv flog. On the nast I can see the flag of the Land of Israel. when
or that day one of you will■hear the Hatiqvah he will stand at attention
'rvif.^9lute the anthem of a free people just as we, the soldiers of Isrr,­will salute the anthem of another nation. This day will come ­ and

r■ ,rive our hearts for this day.
c7

He will live in our hearts for ever
~ ■ ! ' " By prisoner Chaim Anlfgr.

r cvoui^ like to remind you that apart fromus, 3 I captured soldiers, in
+>11 * courtroom vou should , according to your laws , have J1■0^* !v rT?
rnn­­n0T. jewi sh ■"outh. Then this trirl would have been called 1n_ tJ1e n1s
to­"" of our people not the trialof the 31 but the trial of the32..How­
e^>­^ this youth can no longer be reached by your hands : you cannot fet "
to­"'his hands with handcuffs, you cannot put his body behind prison walls

youth is on our lists as one of our ranks ­ but he is no longer
One of the hundreds of bullets that your machine Suns spit at.^hit
youn" brother. Avner Bon 0h^n' . Seriously wounded he collapsed. But

^י ­oul^h^c been possible for you .to. s.avc his life. There can beno t
^ornt that h^d he been giveaf appropriate care _ appropriate i or an mju
r­e^^n, appropriate for a prisoner enj<3ying recognised r1GhtE ' 5e+W+^.
beheretoday; amon^ us, sharing; our sufferings and 0UrVC­B\JL +n\lr­ ­ no+ +obe .No medical treatment worthy of the name r/as o2rhei2 /f our

rroun­­ Jewish fi­hters having fallen in your hane.s woundedor .lckn^e

f,aecon^ary.school , vh0­as. shot in the h1P whileP^tino^­ ,^P^ ,h
c house vail, and whose ;"ound , though relatively Sli'iht '1 X!Cli +^^nn ^VTt
­hy? Because­ instead of sending thewounaee toy . ™"1£י M"i bed of
him­t0 a filthy dark cell inAcre prison andoha1??a *}*vH^poff with
^ .Onv, For nan­ days and nights the boy ^as con?ell^edtOx'^P!."f,ft wash­ ^irt the blood and matter trickling fron 5fW^o.ditioShad ■^­'>0 00d poisoning set ± ajld it was only afterhis condition^
brcone' hopeless that he was transferred fron Af! tOhosSt'l^wheTe his
i:e ^ teen arrested in Haifa ­ and he was sent t0 a hosPltal vmer
±cf: hks aarputed .

'rh
alive
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T*ut the operation cane too late ­ and the youth ­ almost a child
­ +he only son­ of his parents, died. You should compare this treatment
which you accord to our people captured by you to the treatment qxYen
to the British officers captured and taken prisoners by us. T read 1n
thenewspapers the report by your officers who were released after afc^eays/ One of then had teen wounded v/ith a stick when he tried t0 "ro­i^tי bis ■cantors : Ho received ­ocd treatment, his wound was bandaged
bv'Vymrsc ,he­was looked after by a doctor, and was even given the
" UT>Pnce tho t the circumstances under which he had ­been injured would
tTi"ve­­ti^tecr r^d if it should be foun'o that he had o^ered n0 rea­
/0~1 for'~+bTus­ of physical force ar;ainst hi", the soldier responsible
^nV7­ be ­ouni^hee , Your officers were released healthy and unscathed,
^c^w?r they ha^ been hole by really civilised men, by soldiersw£0 .
respect­ the' laws relating to the treatment of prisoners *3.ken DF 130111

■­.rr0Uy4;h you, however, people fall ill with dangerous stomach disea­
rcr ■ poodle confined by you suffer from tuberculosis; in your ^1Bor!s,t;r'A­onetr'o sdy is veakened throu­h the tad food you Si^e h11?' Jt
^f ^vou^ r^lans ^0 not succeed completely and the treatment b'1ven to.the
~rif;0ner> oes not lead to his death, he is frequently rendered an 1n­
h 1 1 ­ for the rest of his life,^ ­u4. 4­ +v, .For these reasons, Gentlemen, we demand that an end te Put t0 th1r
^■^r+ oftrertment .Tliesc conditions cannot be tolerated any 1oneer, con­
p^ + i^s under which our blood is shed by your fault ­ not only 1n . thecountries of the Diasporp, not only 0x1 the battle­field,Jut even m
■­ orison. ment, v;here the life ane health ofprisoners o^­ht to be svSe.
L­r?va from those who ficf'ht against you! Treat those vrhom you caPture
a­ tbey treat those of you taken. prisoners by them. . 00
Ou­ youn^: brother i^vner Ben Shea, is n0 10^'er y,OUrvrS0nt +\ ,}\^lbr­^fre^^ before you sentencee him. He has not ^een tr0Ufht l\
h­ ­ou­ he faces to^ay the juc'ge of the world. But even thoW^ 111^
rn^r i­^ not ^it^ ns to^ay,his" soul is hero in this courtroom, ejid.l^L"he spiritual ear that is given only to idealists yrh0 arc wevo­
r^to sacrificetheir ­lives ^ ^ ^00lf CaUS<M We,hearphn" TheC?r!Ph­
­ י "1.,­ to vr from heaven, from spheres as sacred an(? Pure^aS S^■^ ­

fTrmrm^nt: Do not be afraid, ny brethren! Ct0 y0Ur ^l I.f■f i^ ^\Vvoi^ly^יו" hopefully for it is ­orth it. It is worth {1ehtins for.our£:, ■t ­/רוד^^יי*,­1+"", for it, an^ it worth ■even to die for it.^/^^^ofou^ SrotSer' \ner Bon ShTO, b­ "^■^ for e'"rJ

*
ii

The TTerdict.

The lllecal court lncont?!ntiBnofthe ^­i­ 1■Z^tlTTyZk

feet and sang the national 'jnthem of hopc "n
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' "dictinent 0י not cutgec­!­­
tribunal of the Jewi sh ar
withik38xiiaiiEB>:2fxJ ew i si.
to "be giver; the treatment
warfare and the Treaty of
merel.. adds to the long

1'­­ ו­ ,'­* V, f­ ­;­ י ■, 1 י­; r­

\_;1 itar^ diit^r,.
of prisoner:■
the Hague. (haag . )

record of the abuse
tho spirit and
have ­ faith

xx efficiency
and kkx our

of

?VIII
1. The xe± case dealt with in the
of any law court except a ix
judgment in cases of non~compliarc

',V­­ ■ir" prisoners of war aixd demand
cordance with the laws of

Any decision to the contrary
of law by the Prit ish. IIo'':^vor,

the Jewish fighter it will
So ma_ י ­י ' Lord help us.

not bre■

V^s
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