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INTRODUCTION

From 1926 until his death in 1935, Will Rogers wrote a widely syndi-
cated, daily column which became synonymous with Rogers in the eyes of the
American reading public. When he began his “Daily Telegrams,” as the articles
were known, he had been writing for several years a weekly column for the
McNaught Newspaper Syndicate that appeared in such newspapers as the New
York Times, Chicago News, Boston Globe, Kansas City Star, and Fort Worth
Star-Telegram. In 1926 he planned a tour of Europe, but before he left the States
he had a chance meeting with Adolph S. Ochs, publisher of the New York Times.
As the two men talked, Rogers told of his upcoming trip, and Ochs casually
said, “If you run across anything worthwhile, cable it to us. We’ll pay the tolls.”

Rogers and Ochs had met after a banquet, and the publisher’s remarks
had been brief, almost flippant, but Rogers remembered the conversation when
he was in England being entertained by Lady Astor. He sent Ochs a cable that
the publisher printed on the front page of the Times on July 29, 1926. Other ca-
bles were forthcoming, and they immediately captured the attention of the read-
ing public in New York. The stories also impressed Lawrence Winship, feature
editor of the Boston Globe. When he saw Rogers’ first dispatch, Winship tele-
phoned Ochs to ask whether the Globe could print the column. The Times re-
fused, holding the short cables to be its own, exclusively, despite the fact that
Rogers received no money and had no written contract to produce the column.

Will originally had no thought of continuing the telegrams after he re-
turned to the States, but public interest and entreaties from Ochs convinced him
to begin a new series. Although he missed a few days in September and Octo-
ber, he continued to write for the 7imes. Meanwhile, Frank Murphy, the treas-
urer of the McNaught Syndicate, contacted V. V. McNitt, founder of the
syndicate, who in turn convinced Rogers to permit them to handle his daily fea-
ture through McNaught. Thus all the papers in the United States could publish
the column.

Ninety-two newspapers originally purchased rights to print the Daily
Telegrams, which began appearing in syndication on October 10, 1926. Soon a
host of smaller papers subscribed, bringing the total outlets to approximately
600. Will’s royalties rose as more customers subscribed to his series. In 1926
he received a weekly guarantee of $1,700 for his daily and weekly columns; by
mid-1930 a new contract guaranteed $2,500 per week.

The logistics of getting Rogers’ dispatches to client newspapers proved
to be no easy task. Because Will Rogers wrote on contemporary events, speed
was of the essence in getting copy to editors and the public. There was little
time to devote to polishing his prose. Although the McNaught Syndicate usu-
ally edited copy for its writers, Will’s editors agreed that they should not tamper
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with his personal style. “That’s the way I write it,” Rogers once said, “and that’s
the way I want it to lay.”

After Will wrote his articles, he used the telegraph for delivery because
the mail was too slow. Operating without an editor, he sent his dispatches di-
rectly to the branch office of Western Union, which was located in the Times
building in New York City. The branch maintained a list of client newspapers,
and copies of the dispatches quickly were sent around the country. Normally, the
process of getting the telegrams to the syndicate was hectic. Will’s dispatches
had to be filed by 4:00 p.M., California time. He frequently waited until the last
moment, grabbed his typewriter, and hammered out a story. Despite ever-press-
ing deadlines, Rogers seldom missed a day in preparing the telegrams. Once,
while in a hospital bed awaiting a gallstone operation, he dictated three stories
for his column before being carried away. When he was revived after surgery,
he immediately penned yet another telegram. Writing from a hospital bed was
unusual for Will, but he jotted down his telegrams anytime, anywhere—on an air-
plane, at a baseball game, at a restaurant, or on a table at a telegraph office.

Although Will occasionally felt the pressure of deadlines, especially
while he was touring, his travels help explain the success of the Daily
Telegrams. He was a hard working, investigative journalist who posted datelines
across the country, from Beverly Hills to New York, from Portland to Miami,
and around the world. He reported on the news as he saw it happen; well could
he comment on famous personalities of his era—he had met, entertained, and
interviewed most of them.

Will’s personality was another key to his success as a writer. He was a
gregarious, friendly man who was at ease in most situations. His easygoing na-
ture emerged on the printed page and helped enliven it. In fact, when he had no
current material, he sometimes simply described his day’s activities—his trav-
els, friends whom he met, food that he ate—and did so with verve.

The importance of Rogers’ daily columns cannot be overemphasized. In
an era when radio news coverage was rudimentary and television news un-
known, the masses depended almost exclusively on newspapers for information
and upon columnists for insight and interpretation. So anxious were people to
have information that many publishers found that regular editions did not al-
ways satisfy the public’s desire to know and know now. Frequently “extras”
were released to satisfy this demand. With his timely articles appearing on the
front page of most of the major dailies, Will had the power to mold public opin-
ion; he had more power than most other columnists who had to prepare copy
two weeks in advance of their publication date and had to use the post for de-
livery. Yet Rogers never abused his power. His telegrams showed no malice but
indicated instead his desire to be fair. Will supported Herbert Hoover early in
his presidency, for example, but became more critical after the depression
began. However, when several other critics became bitter and vituperative,

il
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Rogers gently reminded his readers that the depression was not Hoover’s fault
and that no one man could cause a national economic catastrophe.

On occasion the McNaught Syndicate became afraid that Rogers’
telegrams would be received critically by the public. Once he jibed the United
States government for lending the Allies tremendously large amounts of money
during World War. 1. Because it was flooded with protest letters, the New York
Times editorially apologized for Rogers and disclaimed any responsibility for
the opinions expressed in the telegrams. His ‘feathers’ ruffled, Will wrote,

I would like to state to the readers of the New York Times
that I am in no way responsible for the editorial policy of this
paper. I allow them free reign as to their opinion, so long as its
within the bounds of good subscription gathering. But I want it
distinctly understood that their policy may be in direct contrast to
mine. Their editorials may be put in purely for humor, or just to
fill space. Every paper must have its various entertaining features
and not always to be taken seriously, and never to be construed as
my policy.

Although Will occasionally might have offended his critics, his work
was accepted by most editors with little revision of the original drafts. Yet, a se-
lected textual analysis reveals that slight variations appeared. When some edi-
tors saw certain phrases of which they disapproved, they deleted them; others
edited references to politics or political personalities; still others “blue-pen-
ciled” lines simply for brevity. Because Rogers’ work was in some cases slightly
altered, our editorial task became more difficult—original copies of most of his
telegrams have not survived. Consequently, we have chosen the best available
source for presentation here. In some cases we have followed the New York
Times, the newspaper that ran most of the articles and that is the most conven-
ient for the use of future researchers. Other newspapers were consulted, how-
ever. When textual differences appeared, we attempted to show at least one
major variation, selected from among the Los Angeles Times, the Boston Globe,
and the Kansas City Times, other newspapers that carried most of the telegrams.

Much of Rogers” humor was of a topical nature, geared to the happen-
ings of his day. He sometimes referred to people and events that are not com-
mon knowledge to the present generation. Consequently, endnotes have been
used to identify people or explain events that would no longer be widely known.
The editors, together with the editorial board and advisory committee of the
Will Rogers Research Project, have decided to not use footnote numbers in the
text to avoid needless distractions to the reader. Endnotes to the volume are
“keyed” to the numbers of the telegrams and to the dates of their appearance.

This first volume of the Daily Telegrams spans the last years of the ad-
ministration of Calvin Coolidge from July of 1926, when Rogers first began

il
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writing the articles, to March 4, 1929, the inauguration of Herbert Hoover. Fol-
lowing volumes will present the telegrams written during the administrations of
Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt.

THE EDITORS

v



PREFACE

As General James “Jimmy” Doolittle tells the story, he was visiting Will
Rogers at Twentieth Century Fox Studio. The day’s shooting was over, and they
were preparing to leave. Rogers said, “Wait a minute. I’ve got to write my
telegram.” He went over to a typewriter and in his hunt-and-peck method
quickly pounded one out. He gave it to an assistant. He and Doolittle drove off.

As they went through the studio gate headed for the Santa Monica ranch,
Doolittle said, “But, Will, what if there comes a day when you have no joke or
simply nothing to say. What do you do then?”

Doolittle says Rogers looked at him quizzically and replied, “Did you
ever read my column?”

Like all writing done against a daily deadline, some of the telegrams in
this book are good, some bad, some indifferent, as Will Rogers well knew. Most
were written, just as General Doolittle described, right up against the deadline.

The telegrams had to be in New York by 7:00 p.M., which meant 4:00
o’clock in California. I well remember waiting around while Dad struggled over
his wire. When done, he would hand it to me, and I would dash for the Santa
Monica Western Union office. The staff would be waiting for it, and it was im-
mediately sent to New York.

However, I don’t think Will Rogers was ever seriously faced with the
problem of having nothing to say. When he had no particular comment of the
news of the day, he could always fall back to describing what he was doing. In
fact his own activities make up a good part of the columns. Will Rogers was in-
credibly active. Being able to write about himself relieved him of the pressure
of always having to come up with a topical joke.

After Dad’s death, several well known humorists tried to write a similar
daily column. They were not successful. When I was reading them at the time,
I could see why. Except for wisecracks, and often quite good ones, they had
nothing to say. A column of just jokes is deadly. Reading these attempts by other
hands, I began to realize, for the first time, what made the Will Rogers column
so popular and why it was followed, day after day. He, Will Rogers, was the col-
umn. People might quote a topical joke, but it was Will Rogers, his active life,
his constant travels, his meetings and his humorous descriptions of them, that
carried the daily continuity and, in their own time, made these columns required
reading.

This is the first of what will be several volumes of the daily telegrams.
They are not his best. In these early years he was still unsure of his format. In
my view, his column got better and better as they went along. Also, as with any-
thing tied to the news, his most memorable remarks came out of the most ac-
tive time. Will Rogers was at his best in the crisis periods of the depression and
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the intense conflicts of the New Deal. The Coolidge years were comparatively
tranquil. Will Rogers had a good summation of it, which might set the tone of
this first volume. “It wasn’t that Coolidge done nothin’. It was that he did it
better that anyone else.”

The best things Will Rogers wrote are in these daily wires. While they
have always been available at the Will Rogers Memorial Museum at Claremore,
they have never before been put in easy-to-use book form. It is my hope that his-
torians, in preparing studies of the 1920s and 1930s, will use the index of these
books. If they do they will discover, time and again, just what they need—a pen-
etrating comment, an exact description, precisely pinpointing an event in their
specialty. Few people writing in that period had as keen an eye as Will Rogers.
Historians will find many a quotable remark that will give salt and flavor to
their research.

This is not a book to be read straight through. It is to be skipped about
in, picked up from time to time, and above all, to be used for historical refer-
ence.

Will Rogers, Jr.

Beverly Hills, California
November 27, 1977

vi



DAILY TELEGRAMS — 1926

1 WILL ROGERS, ABROAD, BESPEAKS
A WELCOME FOR LADY ASTOR

LONDON, July 29. — Nancy Astor, which is the nom de plume of Lady
Astor, is arriving on your side about now. She is the best friend America has
here. Please ask my friend, Jimmy Walker, to have New York take good care of
her. She is the only one over here that don’t throw rocks at American tourists.

Yours respectfully,
Will Rogers.

2 WILL ROGERS FORWARDS A TIP
ON THE MOVEMENTS OF MELLON

LONDON, July 30. — Mellon is escaping through France, trying to reach
the Italian border to go under the protection of Mussolini.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

3 WILL ROGERS SAYS ONLY IRELAND
WELCOMES AMERICAN TOURISTS

LONDON, Aug. 1. — I have been in twenty countries and the only one
where American tourists are welcomed wholeheartedly by everyone is in Ire-
land. And the funny part about it is, there is more to see there than in all the oth-
ers put together. They don’t owe us and they don’t hate us.

The Lakes of Killarney is where Switzerland got their idea of lakes.
Americans, go where you are welcome! Ireland is a friend to everybody, even
England.

This endorsement is on the level and calls for no appointment from Tam-
many Hall whatever.

Yours imploringly,
Will Rogers.
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4 STONES THROWN AFTER BUYING,
WILL ROGERS FINDS ABROAD

LONDON, Aug. 2. — A bunch of American tourists were hissed and
stoned yesterday in France, but not until they had finished buying.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

S  BORAH, LENGLEN AND SHAW
DRAW WILL ROGERS’S COMMENT

LONDON, Aug. 3. — When Borah asked England and France what had
become of that 400,000,000 acres of land they divided up after the war, that
stopped all debt arguments over here. He is always thinking up some question
nobody can answer. He even sticks Coolidge.

Suzanne Lenglen has been landed by Pyle. He is now here in London
trying to get Bernard Shaw to turn professional and write for money.

Regards to “cuckooland.”
Will Rogers.

6 WHY COMMONS ADJOURNED,
AS WILL ROGERS SEES IT

LONDON, Aug. 4. — England’s House of Parliament, or Commons rather
(I have seen it and prefer calling it the Commons), closed today to give some
of the lady members a chance to try and swim the English Channel.

I wanted to have my wife try it, but the Channel is all booked up for the
next month.

Churchill, in his closing remarks, still says we borrowed the money, but
we doubt it.

Yours aquatically,
Will Rogers.

7  WILL ROGERS WARNS DEMOCRATS
ABOUT COOLIDGE AND WHEAT

LONDON, Aug. 5. — Don’t put too much faith, you Democrats, in rumor
that peasants of Middle West will defeat Coolidge.

2
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They change with the wheat crops, and he has two to go.
Everybody still hates us.
Yours politically,
Will Rogers.

8  WILL ROGERS GIVES HIS VIEW
OF GEN. ANDREWS’S MISSION

LONDON, Aug. 6. — General Andrews, our prohibition director, is here
and has just held a meeting with the British shippers to eliminate any delay in
getting it in.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

9 WILL ROGERS OFFERS A REASON
FOR MELLON’S TRIP ABROAD

LONDON, Aug. 7. — Mr. Coolidge has just sent Mr. Mellon over to Italy
to find out for him how Mussolini stands in with everybody.
Yours respectfully,
Will Rogers.

10 WILL ROGERS COMMENDS WORK
TO OTHER CHANNEL SWIMMERS

LONDON, Aug. 8. — Hordes of other Channel swimmers are leaving for
their respective homes. If they will only go, to work when they get there
Gertrude Ederle will have accomplished much more than her original feat.

England is trying to get in on the credit of it. They claim they furnished
the land for her to land on, otherwise she would never have made it. France
can’t get any ad out of it at all, outside of being a good place to start somewhere
from.

Yours truly,

Will Rogers.

11  WILL ROGERS GIVES HIS IDEA
OF CLEMENCEAU’S APPEAL

LONDON, Aug. 9. — I had this debt thing about quieted down when this
old fellow Clemenceau broke out. I can’t be everywhere.



1926 Daily Telegrams, Volume 1

I think any man over eighty or under sixty should be barred from ex-
pressing an opinion on debts.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

12 WILL ROGERS SAYS EUROPE
HAS OPENED GAME SEASON

LONDON, Aug. 10. — It is the open season now in Europe for grouse and
Americans.
They shoot the grouse and put them out of their misery.
Yours truly,
Will Rogers.

13  WILL ROGERS HAS NEW IDEA
ABOUT THE TOURIST PROBLEM

LONDON, Aug. 11. — I told you how bad it’s getting with the tourists
over here.
Some of them are getting almost what they deserve.
Yours informally,
Will Rogers.

14 WILL ROGERS SPECULATES
ON CLEMENCEAU NOTE SOURCE

LONDON, Aug. 12. — I had a long talk with friend Barney Baruch. He
did not dictate that letter Clemenceau wrote; he only gave him the idea of it.
Baruch has gone to shoot grouse.
He names them after the Republicans and has never missed one.
Yours for information,
Will Rogers.

15 WILL ROGERS THINKS BRITISH
UNEDUCATED IN EARTHQUAKES

LONDON, Aug. 16. — England had an earthquake yesterday and their
newspapers didn’t know enough to call it a fire. What are you going to do with
people with no education like that?
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P. S. — There is a cricket match going on here that has been on for three
months—one game. The earthquake didn’t even wake up the spectators.

Yours observingly,
Will Rogers.

16 WILL ROGERS STILL WATCHING
CRICKET MATCH IN ENGLAND

LONDON, Aug. 17. — The King is in Scotland, and it certainly is lone-
some here.

The same cricket game that I told you about before is still going on. One
man has been batting three days.

The score is now 800 runs to 500, and Australia has only been to bat
once.

Come over and see it. If the tea holds out, it will run till Winter.

I have been thrown out of the grounds twice for applauding. They con-
tend I was a boisterous element.

Yours for long, lingering sportsmanship,
Will Rogers.

17 KELLOGG’S DISARMAMENT TALK
REMINDS ROGERS OF GENEVA

LONDON, Aug. 18. — Secretary of State Kellogg spoke last night in
Plattsburg on disarmament. It is a good idea for Plattsburg and even Chicago
and New York, but our delegation starved to death trying to get somebody in-
terested in it at Geneva this Summer.

Yours for preparedness,

Will Rogers.

18 WILL ROGERS SAYS HE CAN PICK
AMERICAN BOOTLEGGERS ABROAD

LONDON, Aug. 19. — You can pick an American bootlegger out of a
crowd of Americans every time. He will be the one that is sober.
Yours temperately,
Will Rogers.
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19 WILL ROGERS BACKS COOLIDGE
ON THE PHILIPPINES ISSUE

LONDON, Aug. 20. — President Coolidge refuses to give the Philippines
their complete independence. I am with Mr. Coolidge. Why should the Philip-
pines have more than we do?

Yours for 100 per cent freedom for everybody, including Ireland,

Will Rogers.

20 WHY GERMANY “QUIETLY” PAYS
AS VIEWED BY WILL ROGERS

LONDON, Aug. 21. — Germany keeps on paying her reparations and
never saying a word.

You can afford to do that when you have lost a war and don’t have any
army and navy to support.

Yours for relief of the Oklahoma farmers, particularly,
Will Rogers.

21 WILL ROGERS GIVES HIS IDEA
OF A QUIET WEEK IN EUROPE

LONDON, Aug. 22. — One of the quietest weeks over here in months —
nobody wrote an open letter to Coolidge, nobody swam the Channel; in fact, not
even a single European dictator was shot at. Can it be the League is working?

Yours for truth, even if it interferes with news,

Will Rogers.

22  DICTATORS AND BABY HIPPOS
COMPARED BY WILL ROGERS

LONDON, Aug. 23. — Biggest news over the week-end was an amateur
dictator found escaping by wireless in Greece, and a baby hippopotamus was
born at the London zoo. Of the two events the last was the biggest and of more
interest to humanity. Baby hippos are rare, but alleged dictators are lurking in
every cafe in Europe. Mussolini has had more bad imitators of him than even
Georgie Cohan.

Yours for a better class of dictators,
Will Rogers.
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23  WILL ROGERS ON LEGISLATORS,
BOTH ENGLISH AND AMERICAN

LONDON, Aug. 24. — Parliament, which had adjourned, has just today
called a special session within a few days. If we ever did a thing like that in the
Summer we would have to hold it in Europe or out on a Chautauqua circuit, so
we could get a few members present. Queer people, these English legislators.
They are satisfied to stay in their own country; in fact, they rather like it.

Yours for constant public service,

Will Rogers.

24 WILL ROGERS DISCUSSES DEER,
DEBTS, DICTATORS AND TAXES

LONDON, Aug. 25. — France is very quiet. The rise in taxes was only
proposed. Deer season opened in Scotland for all those who can’t hit grouse.
Debts and dictators quiet today.

Yours editorially,
Will Rogers.

25 WILL ROGERS ON DRESSMAKERS
AND BOOTLEGGERS ABROAD

LONDON, Aug. 26. — American dressmakers are making sketches of
foreign dresses. American bootleggers are making sketches of foreign labels.
Yours for better labels,
Will Rogers.

26 WILL ROGERS WOULD REFORM
AMERICAN VISITORS ABROAD

LONDON, Aug. 27. — American tourists are still coming by the thou-
sands and bragging about where they come from. Sometimes you think France
really has been too lenient with them.

Yours for quieter visitors,
Will Rogers.
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27 WILL ROGERS REFLECTS
ON ‘THE WEAKER SEX’

LONDON, Aug. 28. — Another American woman just now swam in from
France. Her husband was carried from the boat suffering from cold and expo-
sure. She has two children, the smallest a girl, who is swimming over tomor-
TOW.

Yours for a revised edition of the Dictionary explaining which is the
weaker sex,

Will Rogers.

28 WILL ROGERS ‘HUMILIATED’
BY OUR WOMEN SWIMMERS

LONDON, Aug. 29. — A man came within thirty yards of swimming the
Thames River here today. He was dragged out when overcome. It’s the nearest
any man has come to swimming the river since 1889.

Immigration authorities are barring any woman that comes from Amer-
ica if she is found to have a bathing suit. Is there any way I can change my sex?
I am becoming humiliated.

Yours weakly,
Will Rogers.

29 WILL ROGERS SEES COMMONS;
REMINDS HIM OF CONGRESS

LONDON, Aug. 30. — Parliament met today. One member was thrown
out. It seemed like Washington.
Every foreigner is tickled over Newt Baker’s cancelling of all debt.

Hobbs, the English cricket champion, hits 316 runs and still is not out.
Wake up, “Babe.”

Daily Channel catastrophe: A German swam in here today from Ger-
many, got one look at England, turned around and is swimming back.

Yours for the latest Channel news,
Will Rogers.

30 WILL ROGERS OFFERS PRIZES
FOR MALE PARENT SWIMMERS

LONDON, Aug. 31. — Since a mother swam the Channel there has been
no living with my wife over here. Will you please find out for me if this Ger-
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man who swam it is a father? If he was not I will give $500 to the first father
that swims it and $1,000 to the first grandfather.

Yours for equality in sex,
Will Rogers.

31 WILL ROGERS SEES AN ENTRY
FOR THE DEMOCRATIC FOLLIES

LONDON, Sept. 1. — Former Secretary of State Hughes had an inter-
view with former Premier Briand of France, but nothing official transpired, as
neither carried an employee’s card.

Russia wants to discuss debt payments with us. If you promise to pay
America, it will loan you twice as much as you promise to pay. Wise guys, those
Russians. I see Newt is entered for the 1928 Democratic Follies.

Yours in exile,

Will Rogers.

32  WILL ROGERS WARNS
WARRING ATLANTIC FLIERS

LONDON, Sept. 2. — Say, what is all this argument about who is to fly
over here and who ain’t? If they don’t hurry up some American woman of Eu-
ropean nationality will swim the thing. What difference does it make? Some-
body will break their record the next week anyway. Throw’em all out and send
Colonel Mitchell.

Yours for congenial aviation,

Will Rogers.

33 PEACE WITHOUT POLITICS
IS WILL ROGERS’S SLOGAN

LONDON, Sept. 3. — The League of Nations to perpetuate peace is in
session. On account of Spain not being in the last war, they won’t let her in. If
you want to help make peace you have to fight for it.

Yours for peace without politics,

Will Rogers.
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34 WILL ROGERS WANTS AMERICA
A NATION OF HIGH FLIERS

LONDON, Sept. 5. — I see where Mr. Coolidge says if Europe doesn’t
disarm he will build another airship. Just as well as start it as soon as labor gets
rested up from their holiday, for nobody here is going to do any disarming.

The way to make them disarm is to start building and quit begging them
to disarm.

Them game fish up there in that lake has giv[en] Cal some new back-
bone.

Yours for a nation of high fliers,
Will Rogers.

35 WILL ROGERS TO GIVE BENEFIT
FOR IRISH MOVIE FIRE VICTIMS

LONDON, Sept. 6. — I see by the Paris papers that Harry and Evelyn are
going back together again. Well, everybody wishes them lots of happiness.

That brings up a mighty good idea. Let everybody go back and start in
with the original. In nine cases out of ten it will be found they were the best after
all.

Can you imagine the scramble in Hollywood trying to locate the origi-
nal?

Yours for originality,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — I know you all read of the terrible movie disaster in Ireland yes-
terday. Well, I am going to Dublin on Wednesday to give a benefit for them.
Cable over what you can, either to me at the Hotel Shelbourne or to President
Cosgrave. It’s a real cause. Thanks.

36 WILL ROGERS FINDS THE IRISH
ARE GETTING USED TO PEACE

DUBLIN, Sept. 8. — It is so peaceful and quiet here in Dublin that it is
almost disappointing.

Even the Irish themselves are beginning to get used to it and like it. They
even have a representative at the Peace Conference.

Ireland treats you more like a friend than a tourist.
President Cosgrave sends regards to prospective President Smith.
Yours without blarney,

Will Rogers.

10
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37 MR. ROGERS REPORTS THE RESULT
OF A BRIEF VISIT TO IRELAND

DUBLIN, Sept. 9. — Am bringing family greetings from Dublin to every
man on the force.
Will Rogers.

38 WILL ROGERS PLANS TO RETURN
IN 1928 TO SEE COOLIDGE RUN

BERLIN, Sept. 11. —1I flew here from Dublin—looked over the edge of
the plane and saw a Frenchman breaking the record swimming the English
Channel.

Arrived in Berlin this afternoon in time to see Dr. Peltzer beat Nurmi
and his record.

Will arrive home in November, 1928, and see just how fast Cal is.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

39 WILL ROGERS SAYS GERMANY
HAS HAD THREE GREAT DAYS

BERLIN, Sept. 12. — I saw a German outrun the great Finnish runner
Nurmi yesterday and a Swede do it this afternoon. If a different nationality is
going to beat him every day, I’'m taking him on Wednesday.

This has been great three days for Germany; they won a foot race and got
into the League of Nations. They feel that these two events will just set them in
right for the next war.

All Channel swimming was called off today on account of rain and a
wet track.

Yours for ein dunkle and ein heller,

Will Rogers.

40 WILL ROGERS THREATENS TO FLY
OVER ATLANTIC IF FONCK DELAYS

PARIS, Sept. 17. — I’ve been away up in the mountains of Switzerland
and couldn’t get any word to you for a few days. If you didn’t yodle it they
wouldn’t read it.

France said at the League the other day that her and Germany were old
pals again. I guess they are; I floated down the Rhine in Germany all day yes-
terday and there was so many French soldiers in the way I couldn’t see the cas-
tles.

11
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Just flew in here this afternoon from Cologne. If Fonck don’t hurry up
and start, I will fly over from this end. We will fly that far over here every day.

Yours for timely and accurate news anywhere but in the Alps.
Will Rogers.

41 WILL ROGERS FINDS PARIS MEAL LIMIT
IS NOT SUCH A TRIAL AFTER ALL

PARIS, Sept. 18. — They limit you here in Paris to a two-course dinner.
Meats, vegetables, soups, fish and dessert are not counted in either course.

It’s two courses outside of any of these, so it’s really not such a hardship
on the ravenous Americans as was at first expected.

P. S. — Have stood all day at the airdrome looking for Fonck. If he don’t
start tomorrow, send Ederle and Corson.

Yours for Parisian news and fashions,
Will Rogers.

42 ROGERS RELAYS ADVICE TO FONCK
TO JUMP ACROSS IF HE CAN’T FLY

PARIS, Sept. 19. — We are still setting here, looking up, waiting for that
Frenchman to come by air.

These Frenchmen over here are advising him to jump if he don’t get any
further than Sandy Hook.
They can stand him lighting in the water, but they can’t stand this delay.
Yours for a man that don’t stand with his knees bent so long.
Will Rogers.

43 WILL ROGERS WARNS GOV. SMITH
TO STEER CLEAR OF THE SENATE

PARIS, Sept. 20. — I’ve been reading about the primary elections over
home. Looks like everybody that remains honest is getting beat.

We all used to tell a lot of jokes about Florida, mostly because we were
jealous of her wonderful possibilities, and then we knew she was able to stand
it, but now that she is in real trouble, she will find everybody has always loved
her and admired her at heart.

What’s the matter with Al Smith’s plans? He is as long making up his
mind to jump as Rene Fonck is. Being Governor of even New York beats noth-
ing until a little later on when something better might show up.
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Don’t run for that Senate. You would be sunk in there. They wouldn’t lis-
ten to Abraham Lincoln his first ten years in there if he was to come back and
be elected to it.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

44 WILL ROGERS ON LEVIATHAN
SPEAKS FOR HOMING TOURISTS

ABOARD S. S. LEVIATHAN, Sept. 22. — On board the Leviathan with
twenty-five hundred last surviving American tourists. Have all their friends
meet them at boat with tip and taxi fare. Most of them have drank up their bag-
gage already.

Yours for deep sea news,
Will Rogers.

45 ROGERS DISCUSSES AMERICANS
WHO TRAVEL INCOGNITO ABROAD

ABOARD S. S. LEVIATHAN, Sept. 23. — Some Americans in Europe
are traveling incognito. They are not bragging on where they come from, and
nobody knows they are Americans.

Yours for maritime news,
Will Rogers.

46 BENEFIT ON THE LEVIATHAN
RAISES $30,000 FOR FLORIDA

ABOARD THE S. S. LEVIATHAN, Sept. 25. — With ex-Secretary
Hughes to work with, raised $30,000 tonight for Florida.
We will have their clothes before we land.
Will Rogers.
P. S. — Glad to hear Kearns won the big fight.

47 HUGHES-ROGERS BENEFIT TEAM
GETS MORE AID FOR FLORIDA

ON BOARD THE LEVIATHAN, Sept. 26. — Everybody on the boat is
having a hard time packing, trying to make bottles lock like soiled clothing.

Secretary Hughes and I are coming into New York with one of the best
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benefit acts in the show business. I hate to see the team break up. Mr. Hershey
of Hershey, Pa., gave us $8,000 more this afternoon for Florida for repeating the
act.

Hope my wife gets her Irish table linens in free. Back home and broke,
Will Rogers.

48 WILL ROGERS GOES A—SHOPPING

TORONTO, Ont., Oct. 10. — Had just arrived home after fixing every-
thing up in Europe, when White House spokesman dispatched me to look over
Canada and make England following offer for it. One doubtful World Court
seat. Prohibition, including enforcement officers. “Peaches.” Hayti. All States
south of Dixon Line. And throw in Al Smith. Deal pending. Will wire tomor-
rOW.

Will Rogers.

49 WILL ROGERS REPORTS:

OTTAWA, Ont., Oct. 11. — Arrived Canada capital today. More senti-
ment here to be annexed by Mexico than by America. They know us too well.
If we get any nation to join us it will have to be some stranger. We only have
one reason for wanting Canada and a modification of the Volstead Act will elim-
inate. Waiting instructions.

Will Rogers.

50 WILL ROGERS’S
DAILY REPORT

MONTREAL, Que., Oct. 12. — All my work gone for nothing. Just re-
ceived following wire from White House spokesman:

“Let Canada deal go having enough trouble with American farmers with-
out annexing any more.”

Called to Buffalo for conference with Democratic leaders.
Will Rogers.

51 WILL ROGERS REPORTS:

CINCINNATI, Ohio, Oct. 13. — Centering all prominent political speak-
ers in Ohio I opened it up here last night in favor of Nick Longworth, the only
short-haired violin player in politics. We are the first to open the campaign of
November, 1928, for position including house rent and detectives free.
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Dempsey and Wills both made big mistake by not fighting each other. If
they had fought each other we would have still thought they both were good.

Yours for latest news,
Will Rogers.

52 MR. ROGERS FINDS QUEEN’S VISIT
IS AFFECTING NASHVILLE, TENN.

NASHVILLE, Tenn., Oct. 14. — The visit of Queen Marie, the roving
Rumanian, is causing much excitement here in Nashville. They claim her jour-
ney encourages imperialism on impressionable minds, and all references to
Queens has been stricken from school books.

I opened campaign here last night and gave physical demonstration that
Darwin was right.

Yours for science and more Queens,
Will Rogers.

53 MR. ROGERS REPORTS A MISSION
TO SAVE BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala., Oct. 15. — My opposition tonight was to be Judda
Krishnamurti, the amateur messiah from India. The modern savior got in here
this morning, took one look at Birmingham and said it was a No. 2 Sodom and
Gomorrah, and left them bogged down in their sin. So Judge Gary’s
Youngstown of the South’s salvation is entirely in my hands. I will rescue these
heathen single handed, but it will cost them $3 a head.

Yours for reasonable salvation,

Will Rogers.

54 MR. ROGERS STUDIES PROHIBITION IN THE
SOUTH;DECIDES IT’S NOT AN ISSUE THERE,
BUT A PRIVILEGE.

MACON, Ga., Oct. 16. — I thought I would hear a lot of election excite-
ment on account of being down here just two weeks before it comes off, but
their elections were all held last August at the primaries.

Republicans sometimes enter the race down here, as they are generously
allowed to do so by a law, but of course they just go for the ride. Well, the same
thing happens in New York State. They sometimes put up a man against Al
Smith, which is also permissible by law.
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Prohibition is never an issue in the South, their habits and their votes
have nothing in common. They feel they are the originators of the still, and any
legislation to permit large breweries would be unfair competition and would
perhaps destroy the entire revenue of hundreds of thousands of small still own-
ers, who have no other visible means of support. Corn likker is their product,
and I can’t blame them for voting to protect its life.

You see, you must not condemn a people until you have been among
them and can see and know their angle. I don’t blame them for not wanting big
corporation breweries to be allowed by law to try and change their tastes. We
would be a fine liberty-loving country if we allowed a few Yankees to dictate
to us what we could make and what we could drink.

Prohibition isn’t an issue down here; it’s a privilege.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

55 WILL ROGERS OFFERS HIS AID
TO QUEEN IN SEEING AMERICA

ATLANTA, Ga., Oct. 17. — Let Queen Marie, the rambling Rumanian,
join me in my campaign for farmers’ relief, and I will show her more of Amer-
ica than Rand McNally. Lois Fuller didn’t lay out my route, but one of the
round-the-world fliers did. We could help each other on our weekly articles and
endorsements.

Yours, for hospitality to Queen or peasant,

Will Rogers.

56 MR. ROGERS WELCOMES QUEEN
AND TELLS WHY HE IS GRATEFUL

SPARTANBURG, S. C., Oct. 18. — Welcome to Queen Marie. Bless her
heart! America will always owe her a debt of gratitude for running Peaches and
Aimee McPherson back among the want ads.

Yours for credit where credit is due,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — This is Spartanburg, a real town where the Twenty-seventh New
York Division trained for Democracy!

57 MR. ROGERS WANTS A DIVORCE
FROM THE BROWNING CASE

ATLANTA, Ga., Oct. 19. — Browning and Peaches are suing for divorce.
We hope they will be happy. Now, if the newspapers will just get a divorce from
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both of them the whole of America will be happy.
Yours for new cases,
Will Rogers.

58 QUEEN’S VISIT MOVES ROGERS
TO REMARKS ON AMERICANISM

MONTGOMERY, Ala., Oct. 20. — It took two weeks to coach New York
politicians how to dress and act to meet the Queen so they all looked like twins
and spoke the same little piece. Americans are getting like a Ford car—they all
have the same parts, the same upholstering and all make exactly the same
noises.

Yours for Pat Harrison for President—Pat is at home with anybody with-
out being coached.

Will Rogers.

59 WILL ROGERS IS MOVED
TO COVER THE NEWS IN VERSE

MEMPHIS, Tenn., Oct. 21. — Here is all the news there is today in the
Memphis papers:

Peaches lost her Papa;

Ford’s curtailing toil;
Marie is selling her dairy,

And Aimee’s got a boil.
Yours, the poet of Claremore, Okla.,

Will Rogers.

60 MR. ROGERS REPORTS PROGRESS
FROM A TOUR OF OKLAHOMA

ADA, Okla., Oct. 22. — Queen Marie, the ballyhooing Balkan, had noth-
ing on me for a turnout when I hit Oklahoma today. It looked like Alexander re-
turning from the series to Nebraska.

Did you read about the fellow yesterday in Los Angeles remembering
seeing Aimee change clothes in her car? No wonder he remembers.

This Ada sounds like a girl, but it’s not. And it’s not a town; it’s a city.
This is the only authentic and authorized daily diary of my American trip. It’s
a wonderful country.

Will Rogers.
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61 WILL ROGERS SUGGESTS A USE
FOR SOUTH’S BIG COTTON CROP

MUSKOGEE, Okla., Oct. 23. — Just arrived back home in Oklahoma in
time to solve the problem of too much cotton in the South. Let everybody put
it in their ears to keep from hearing campaign speeches.

Still running neck and neck with Marie. The Banker’s Club of Clare-
more are going to give me a lunch, more exclusive than her bankers lunch. Just
he and I alone.

Yours for an American diary,
Will Rogers.

62 WILL ROGERS FINDS ODD PEOPLE
AND A WONDERFUL COUNTRY

JOPLIN, Mo., Oct. 24. — You meet the oddest people on your travels. |
met a fellow who did not claim to be in Lovers’ Lane the night of the Hall-Mills
murder. If they had charged admission to that they would have made more than
the Dempsey-Tunney fight. You people certainly have a wonderful country in
this America, and I am thoroughly enjoying my trip.

A leaf from my official diary.
Will Rogers.

63 MR. ROGERS ANTICIPATES
THE QUEEN’S RANCH VISIT

PONCA CITY, Okla., Oct. 25. — Am at Miller Brothers’ 101 Ranch just
ahead of the Queen’s visit here. She will love it. It’s just the size of Rumania,
only more conveniences. There is a bathroom here to every revolution there.
Cowboys sleep in silk pajamas, round-up in Rolls-Royces and dress for dinner.
If I were the King I wouldn’t trust her with this outfit.

These open faces out here are marvelous.
Today’s travel diary.
Will Rogers.

64 POLITICAL NOTE BY MR. ROGERS
ON THE SITUATION IN OKLAHOMA

OKMULGEE, OKla., Oct. 26. — Oklahoma is a doubtful State, and after
hearing all the candidates on both sides, it’s still doubtful what good any of
them will be to it.
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Mine is the only authentic tour of America that is getting anywhere. All
others are balking.

Will.

65 MR. ROGERS MAKES A DISCOVERY
ON HORSEBACK TOUR OF RANCH

TULSA, Okla., Oct. 27. — Been riding horseback over my ranch and old
birthplace today, and found two stills. That’s some stuff I haven’t been getting
rent on. If I can show ’em how to make that Russian vodka that made Mary
Garden kiss me I will have the best paying ranch in the West.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

POSTSCRIPT.
TULSA, Okla., Oct. 27.

Will Rogers held one of his characteristic Democratic rallies in Tulsa
tonight. Everybody having $3 attended.

AN ADMIRER.

66 WILL ROGERS LEAVING, OKLAHOMA,
OUT OF TOUCH WITH THE NEWS

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Oct. 28. — Leaving the glorious State of
Oklahoma tonight by popular demand.

The South is dry and will vote dry. That is, everybody that is sober
enough to stagger to the polls will.

P. S. — Where is Marie? We have lost track of her. Did Peaches can her
papa? How is Aimee and Al Smith making out, and Pomerene?

Yours,
Will Rogers.

67 WILL ROGERS’ DISPATCH
FORT WORTH, Tex., Oct. 29. — That famous murder case, where the
big preacher shot a fellow opens here tomorrow.

The preacher had his own broadcasting station and the man murdered
kicked on the amount of static. The preacher shot him to keep him from listen-
ing to it.

The defense will be that he was putting the man out of his misery and
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they are trying to get men on the jury that own radio sets.

Yours for news the world over,

Will Rogers.

68 ROGERS REPORTS HE’S PULLING
FOR ATIE IN THE NEXT SENATE

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Oct. 30. — Well, the candidates have only got one
day more to wish.

Tonight they will be setting like a condemned man, waiting for a last
minute word that they are needed to carry out the President’s policies. Calvin
is a pretty wise guy that way. He remembers what happened to the candidates,
one time, when President Wilson went out and endorsed them all in a bunch.
This year there will be many a one that will die waiting in vain. We only have
a couple of more days and then we will know who is to handicap us for the next
four years. If the Democrats can gain nine in the Senate they will split the front
page news for the next few years, but if they don’t gain any, and maybe lose
some, why the only way you can read about one, will be to look in the “to lets.”
I am pulling for a tie between the Democrats and Republicans in the next Sen-
ate, and then we will have some excitement in there.

Will.

69 WILL ROGERS GIVES ADVICE
RECEIVING ELECTION RETURNS

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Oct. 31. — Don’t be too enthusiastic Tuesday
night over the election returns. They won’t mean a thing. Many will be elected,
but few will be seated.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

70  WILL ROGERS SEES SOME HOPE
OF ANOTHER ELECTION IN 1928

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Nov. 1. — If the Democrats make a good show-
ing tomorrow it will encourage them, maybe, to have another election in 1928.
If not, this will perhaps be the last election day you will ever witness.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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71 WILL ROGERS REMARKS:

AUSTIN, Tex., Nov. 2. — Had dinner in the Governor’s mansion tonight
with Ma and Jim. Got just as much to eat as I did at Calvin’s. There are two Sen-
ate jobs in ‘28. Jim and Ma are going to run for both of them so they won’t
have one salary between them. Had lunch with Dan Moody, and have date for
dinner with him at mansion next year. This is the town Col. House first gave his
advice in. More men will be elected tonight through good counting than were
elected today through voting.

Yours for reasonable honesty in politics,

Will Rogers.

72  AS MR. ROGERS SEES ELECTION
ON THE MORNING AFTERWARD

DALLAS, Tex., Nov. 3. — Butler of Massachusetts got his Presidential in-
dorsement, but there is no salary connected with it. Poor Jim Wadsworth said,
“Why did the voters pick on me? He didn’t indorse me.”

I got just what I was praying for—a tie in the Senate. Now it will be
worth listening to.

Dollars may be corrupt, but they beat endorsements in this or any other
election.

Yours for high-price votes,

Will Rogers.

73  BOUGHT VOTE, MR. ROGERS SAYS
IS BETTER THAN NO VOTE AT ALL

LUBBOCK, Tex., Nov. 4. — They say it’s wrong to buy votes, but you no-
tice from the election returns that the fellows in Pennsylvania, and Illinois that
bought the most, got elected. A bought vote is better than no votes at all. The
counters can’t tell whether they are bought or just bargained for.

I told you I could shake Oklahoma out of the cuckoo’s nest. It wasn’t
doubtful all this time; it was just demented.

Will Rogers.

74 ROGERS FINDS A REPUBLICAN
DOING WELL DOWN IN TEXAS

SAN ANGELO, Tex., Nov. 5. — I found quite a novelty down here in
this Texas town. It was a Republican and the funny part about it is he is doing
well and has every Democrat in town patronizing him.
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It’s remarkable what one lone man of a party can do when he sets his
mind to it. He has got him a little postoffice here and has worked himself up into
a nice little business. It pays to pioneer.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

75 THOUGHTS FROM MR. ROGERS;
HE LIKES HIS NEWS ASSORTED

WACO, Tex., Nov. 6. — Marie, the meandering monarch, will be swing-
ing back into the States from Canada now that the election is over and the front
pages are as vacant as a movie fan’s mind. The Government has sent a new ref-
eree on her train.

Ma Ferguson told me she tried to land Marie for Austin, the capital of
Texas, but when she couldn’t get her she got the preacher Norris trial and is to
follow that with the Tunney-Sharkey fight.

Today is “romance and knighthood news.” Tomorrow we get back to
politics and comedy.

Yours for an assortment,

Will Rogers.

76  WILL ROGERS SEES PRESIDENT
IN THE BIG GAME OF 1928

FORT WORTH, Tex., Nov. 7. — It looks like a cinch now that Calvin
Coolidge will hear the referee’s whistle in the big kick-off of 1928. He has al-
ready engaged his old coach, Butler. Coaches should always coach and never
play themselves. He has two years to perfect a signal system with him. They
have gone into a huddle already.

Yours for accurate weather, scandal and political predictions,

Will Rogers.

77 MR. ROGERS REPORTS DISCORD
ON HIS OWN SPECIAL TRAIN

AMARILLO, Tex., Nov. 8. (On Board My Special Train at Amarillo,
Texas, Where the Biggest Oil Fields in the World Are) — There has been some
dissension on my train. We put a man off that claimed he was furnishing all the
gum for my American tour. Everything is now serene and I will go through with
the tour as originally planned, putting out articles daily.

Yours,

Will Rogers.
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78 MR. ROGERS, IN THE SOUTH,
DEFINES A REPUBLICAN

WICHITA FALLS, Tex., Nov. 9. — Lots of people can’t tell the difference
between a Democrat and a Republican. After making a sort of a small time
Queen Marie tour through the South I can tell you. A Republican is the fellow
that knows enough to stop planting cotton.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

79 WILL ROGERS’ DISPATCH

ABILENE, Tex., Nov. 10. — Mr. Coolidge is to be in Kansas City to-
morrow to dedicate their monument that resembles a silo. First appearance in
West since November catastrophe. He will speak on war relief and not farmers’
relief.

Marie follows him in there Friday.
I follow ’em both in next Tuesday, when I will launch Jim Reed for

President, talk of farmers’ relief, monuments, Balkans, absent queens and seat
Vare and Smith, so if you miss them you have something to look forward to.

Yours, not afraid to come out on any question,
Will Rogers.

80 WILL ROGERS REMARKS:

TEXARKANA, Ark., Nov. 11. — Today was Armistice Day, celebrated
to commemorate the end of slaughter. There were more casualties in football
games celebrating the Armistice than there were before the Armistice was de-
clared. We got enough people for another war but not enough to stand another
Armistice Day. But football is not nearly so devastating as the Armistice Day
oratory. If we fought like we declaimed we would be paying reparations.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

81 WILL ROGERS NOMINATES REED
AS ONE OF MISSOURI’S BRAVEST

CORSICANA, Tex., Nov. 12. — President Coolidge, in his speech laud-
ing the names and bravery of Missouri and Kansas fighters, left out the bravest
ones of all, the James Boys and Jim Reed. All three of them were raised under
the very shadow of the monument. Whoever compiled his local data was either
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ignorant or a Republican, perhaps both. Jim Reed has fought the Republicans
single handed for fifteen years and never even asked for an armistice.

Yours for more accurate Armistice speeches,
Will Rogers.

82 MR. ROGERS MUSES ON CONSCRIPTION OF
WEALTH AND FINDS IT TOO GOOD TO COME
TRUE

LITTLE ROCK, Ark., Nov. 13. — I been reading and studying over Pres-
ident Coolidge’s message to Kansas and Missouri. He brought out Mr. Hard-
ing’s idea (he didn’t say it was, but it was) about the conscription of all wealth
in case of war.

That sounds fine after the war is over. Funny nobody thought of it before
the last war started, and I doubt if you hear anything of it just before the start
of the next one. If they did do it, it would be a great enlistment boost for war,
as we all know thousands that would go themselves just to see some of the
money taken away from the ones that copped it during the last war.

It would be a very interesting experiment and would add novelty to the
next war, as we have lots more fellows ready and willing to give lives than we
have ones that would give their fortunes. You would have more suicides and
heart failures on your hands than you would have shot by bullets.

It was a great idea even when Mr. Harding recommended it, but it’s like
a campaign promise; it’s too good to ever come true. It would be worth a war
just to try it out.

Yours for serious consideration of promises,
Will Rogers.

83 WILL ROGERS SUGGESTS ROCKNE
AS COACH FOR ARMY IN NEXT WAR

FORT GIBSON, Okla., Nov. 14. — The Harvard Lampoon must have
written an exceedingly humorous article about Brown to get beat Saturday,
21— 0. It’s a compliment to Harvard to say they broke off athletic relations.
They haven’t shown any athletics in years.

Why not get Rockne to coach the United States Army in the next war?
Yours,
Will Rogers.
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84 ROYAL TRAIN AND ROGERS TRAIN
MOVE MR. ROGERS TO COMPARISON

INDEPENDENCE, Kan., Nov. 15. — I see where Ferdinand, the Acting
King of Rumania, is trying again to get Marie to come home. He wants her out
of the banquet halls by Christmas.

The Ford car guy is back in good standing with his upper berth on the
royal train again. He tried to make the jumps in one of their products and missed
seven receptions.

All serene on my Proletariat Special. Arrive at the Kansas City monu-
ment tomorrow.

Will Rogers.

85 WILL ROGERS CONTINUES
HIS WESTERN TRAVELOGUE

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Nov. 16. — Arrived in Kansas City, following in
wake of Cal and Marie. Town sore on receptions. All that met me was a Red
Cap. Saw the much discussed monument. It was to commemorate peace, but has
caused war.

Chevrolet dealer has again been allowed to join our train. Only had two
punctures on way to Grand Royal Bull judging contest, the only thing put on in
my honor.

My wife wants me to quit this banqueting around and sail for California
before Christmas present buying time; but the more traveling the more articles.
Yours,

Will Rogers.

86 SUGGESTIONS FROM MR. ROGERS
ON WAR AND CONSCRIPTION

TOPEKA, Kan., Nov. 17. — Mr. Coolidge said in the next war we would
draft wealth as well as men. Now everybody is arguing if it’s practical. Why not
postpone having the next war till the cause for it is so popular that you won’t
have to conscript either of them? If you will wait till we are invaded and every-
body knows what they are fighting for, you won’t need conscription.

Yours from Kansas, the comedy relief of the United States,
Will Rogers.
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87 MR. ROGERS IS FOR FEWER CULTS
AND FOR MORE CULTIVATION

WICHITA, Kan., Nov. 18. — I see where they captured old King Ben,
the perpetual sheik of Michigan. They have been looking for him for four years,
everywhere but in the harem where he has been for twenty years.

Ben is head of a cult. Their side line is to cult-tie-vate whiskers. What we
need is less cults and more cultivation.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

88 FARMERS AND FILLING STATIONS
DRAW WILL ROGERS’S COMMENT

DENVER, Col., Nov. 19. — Hit Denver and ran into another farmers’
conference, passing resolutions for relief. What the farmers need to pass is fill-
ing stations and they won’t need to pass resolutions. Colorado voted dry and
now they are blaming it onto the altitude.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

89 WILL ROGERS GIVES A BOOST
TO WESTERN FOOTBALL TEAMS

WRAY, Col., Nov. 21. — Harvard and Yale played Saturday, as usual, to
decide which was the worst team in America. Harvard students have completed
more English courses and less forward passes than any school in this genera-
tion. They got correspondence school teams out West here that they have to
handcuff to keep them from going and beating Harvard and Yale.

Yours for new touchdown talent,

Will Rogers.

90 WILL ROGERS ENTERS CHICAGO
WITH CERTAIN MISGIVINGS

ST. JOSEPH, Mo., Nov. 22. — Playing Chicago tomorrow night, perhaps.
Hope I reach the stage before the machine gun bullets lay me low. I want to go
with by chaps on. Everybody in America has been good to me and I love you
all, even critics and Congressmen.

Will Rogers.
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P. S. — Don’t try to find who did it. I don’t want any exception made in
my case.

W.R.

91 WILL ROGERS SAFE IN CHICAGO
AND HOPEFUL AT LAST BULLETIN

CHICAGO, IlI., Nov. 23. = It’s 9 o’clock now and I am still alive. There
is one chance in a million. If I make it through the night I’ll be a second Mus-
solini. Hoping against hope,

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Box score for today: Died by gunshot and other natural Chicago
causes, 13; wounded, 23. Bad weather kept outdoor shooting down to a mini-
mum.

W.R.

92 WILL ROGERS GIVES ADVICE
ABOUT THANKSGIVING DINNER

LIMA, Ohio, Nov. 24. — Tomorrow is Thanksgiving, for no reason at all.
The more turkey you eat at dinner the less hash you will be bothered with the
rest of the month.

This is the biggest bean town in the world. They don’t make em any
bigger than Lima’s.

Ain’t it lonesome since the Queen left?
Will Rogers.

93 WILL ROGERS FINDS HIMSELF
THE SOLE TOURING CELEBRITY

PITTSBURGH, Pa., Nov. 25. — Marie, the migrating monarch, has
walked out on us. That leaves nobody touring America but me.

I get over pretty big in little towns like this, where they never saw a
queen. Most days here they can’t even see each other.

Ford’s man and Sam Hill are tying to get on my train now, but I don’t
want to ride from the depot in one of those. America’s sole tourist.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Say, what do you know about my old friend Governor Brandon
of Alabama? Alabama votes twenty-four quarts for Haig and Haig.

Will Rogers.

27



1926 Daily Telegrams, Volume 1

94 ROGERS FINDS A VOTING PRICE
FOR FOOTBALL TICKETS

SPRINGFIELD, Ill., Nov. 26. — All tickets for Army-Navy game to-
morrow in Chicago were taken by Congressmen and Senators. They are getting
as high as 100 votes a seat for them. Football is in the pork barrel, too.

Yours for the lowdown on public servants,

Will.

95 INDIANA WON’T EVER BE THE SAME,
ROGERS SAYS AFTER WHAT CARNEGIE TECH
DID TO NOTRE DAME

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., Nov. 27. — Carnegie Tech and I both hit Indiana
today and she will never be the same old State again.

She was just beginning to pull herself back together and get the last of
her Florida stragglers back and everything was going fine when Notre Dame,
the State’s one best ad, went back to Pittsburgh and “Andy’s Boys” jumped on
’em in the first period and did the black bottom on them the rest of the after-
noon.

Say, I wish you could see the old State tonight. It hasn’t been as blue
since the night Jim Watson was elected. Old Abe Martin (Kin Hubbard), who
is sitting here by me, can’t even think of a “saying,” and George Ade’s golf
course is “to let.” It’s the worst thing that has hit Indiana since the Klansmen
run out of sheets.

The Army and Navy got a draw in their civil war. Chicago was so busy
looking at the uniforms of the cadets and middies that they didn’t see the game
at all. They played a tie and if Dawes hadn’t gone to sleep he could have cast
the deciding vote.

Longworth, Ritchie, Lowden and Dawes represented the next President.
Mayor Walker came to the Far West for the first time to see the cowboys and
Indians.

Yours from the sandbanks of the Wabash,

Will Rogers.

96 WILL ROGERS MAKES COMMENT
ON OUR SLOWNESS IN AVIATION

LOUISVILLE, Ky., Nov. 28. — Our army played our navy Saturday and
the game was refereed by our aviation students, both good men. We will have
a football team from our aviation school as soon as our far-sighted statesmen
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appropriate enough to have eleven students. They are just waiting for two more
wars to see if flying machines are practical.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

97 WILL ROGERS FEELS AT HOME
WHEN HE REACHES SOUTH BEND

SOUTH BEND, Ind., Nov. 29. — I always wanted to see this town. [ was
born in a Studebaker wagon, awakened every morning by a Big Ben clock,
grew up walking between the handles of an Oliver chilled plow, wore home
made shirts made by Singer sewing machines and read all my life of Notre
Dame, whose scholastic standing is one touchdown and a field goal higher than
any other modern educational hindrance.

Yours for narrower minds and broader stadiums,
Will Rogers.

98 REFLECTIONS BY WILL ROGERS
ON SPIRITISM AND POLITICS

KALAMAZOO, Mich., Nov. 30. — Poor Valentino! They won’t even let
him alone after he is dead. They got him conversing with women in spirit that
he wouldn’t even speak to in life.

Yours,
Will.

P. S. — The Democrats lost in Maine yesterday. They only had one chance
and that was to get Coolidge to endorse the Republican candidate, and he was
too smart for’em.

99 MR. ROGERS ASKS WHICH COUNTRY
WANTS TO BE REGULATED NEXT

TOLEDO, Ohio, Dec. 1. — Our gunboats are all in the Chinese war, our
marines have all landed in Nicaragua, Kellogg is sending daily ultimatums to
Mexico and Coolidge is dedicating memorials to eternal peace.

Who is the next country wants their affairs regulated? Look what we did
for Tacna-Arica.

Yours,
Bill.
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100 MR. ROGERS’S IDEA OF THE TRUTH
ON SOME CURRENT TOPICS

CLEVELAND, Ohio, Dec. 2. — The truth is finally coming out. Jack
Dempsey was poisoned, Harvard was lampooned, Rockne forgot to bless the fu-
ture Cardinals, the Army and the Navy were overcome by stockyard fumes,
Hall-Mills committed suicide on account of no privacy in the lane, Peaches was
canned, Aimee blames the static, Ma Ferguson says it took a man to do it and
seven Republican Senators have just discovered that they were running on the
wrong ticket.

The only one with no alibi was Queen Marie. She said, “I come to sell
you Rumania.” I think a three hundred million loan will get it — revolutions and
all.

Yours for latest alibi news,

Will.

101 WILL ROGERS’ DISPATCH

FORT WAYNE, Ind., Dec. 3. — The Hall-Mills jurymen turned in the
verdict they had 25 days ago. For economy’s sake, if for nothing else, why don’t
we let the jurymen render their verdict when they are sworn in instead of when
they are sworn out. Yours for economic justice,

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Of course we would miss the pictures of the trials, and I doubt if
Americans would stand for that.

Will.

102 ROGERS SEES TROUBLE AHEAD
AS CONGRESS MEETS TODAY

CHICAGO, Ill., Dec. 5. — Congress meets tomorrow morning. Let us all
pray, Oh, Lord, give us strength to bear that which is about to be inflicted upon
us. Be merciful with them, Oh Lord, for they know not what they are doing.
Amen.

Will Rogers.

103 MR. ROGERS CALLS SESSION
OF CONGRESS JUST A DAY LOST

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio, Dec. 6. — Congress met and adjourned right
away. One more day’s salary for six hundred went up the taxpayers’ flue. When
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do the taxpayers adjourn on pay?
The President’s message comes tomorrow. That’s another day lost.
Yours,
Will.

P. S. — The farmers will get no relief before Wednesday—maybe late
Wednesday.

104 ROGERS SEES RUMANIAN CRISIS
AS A GOOD JOKE ON THE FAMILY

UTICA, N. Y., Dec. 7. — Last week everybody was worrying about who
would be King of Rumania. Good joke old Nick played on the whole family;
he is just going to succeed himself.

Babblings from the Balkins.

Will.

105 WILL ROGERS ANALYZES
A DIFFERENCE IN VIEWPOINTS

NEW YORK, N. Y., Dec. 8. — Did you ever see a man as tickled with the
way a country is running as Mr. Coolidge is? Makes a lot of difference from
where you are sitting.

From an agrarian—when I can afford it.

Will.

106 WILL ROGERS FINDS A FLAW IN
HIGH STANDARD OF LIVING TALK

NEW YORK, N. Y., Dec. 9. — Every official in the Government and
every prominent manufacturer is forever bragging about our “high standard of
living.” Why, we could always have lived this high if we had wanted to live on
the instalment plan. Yours,

Will.

107 WILL ROGERS HAS DINNER WITH
‘THE WET NURSE FOR MARYLAND’

BALTIMORE, Md., Dec. 10. — Just had dinner tonight with a guy that
has every earmark of the next renter for the White House in case Cal don’t
renew his lease. There ain’t but one thing will hold this fellow back and that
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ain’t much, but you know how voters are. He is a Democrat. He is now the wet
nurse for Maryland.

Yours for likely prospects.
Will.

108 WILL ROGERS FINDS CONGRESS
INTERESTED IN THAT SURPLUS

WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 11. — Have spent the entire day watching
our two great lawmaking bodies in action. The Senate debated all day on
whether to have the bridge that they are building between Oregon and Wash-
ington white or orange colored. Dawes sat there so bored he looked like he
could have murdered the ones that gave him his job.

Congress is just sitting around waiting with suggestions as to how to di-
vide up the $350,000,000 surplus. Coolidge made a big mistake by ever telling
them he had it at all. They won’t get a thing done till they get that split up some
way among their voters.

Sol Bloom and Copeland are looking after New York’s interest.
Yours for the common people’s share,
Will.

109 WILL ROGERS ADVOCATES
SINGLE STANDARD OF ALIMONY

WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 12. — Say, it looks like this Count Slam-
Von-Hogsa-Trottin is going to get his alimony. If he does it will be encourage-
ment for home talent husbands to be allowed something.

Yours for single standard of alimony,
Will.

P. S. —It’s late Sunday night here. Farmers have received no more relief
than the cotton stocking manufacturers.

110 WILL ROGERS OFFERS ADVICE
TO THE GIRL BANK ROBBER

SCRANTON, Pa., Dec. 13. — See where the female secretary of my
friend, Dan Moody, Governor-elect of Texas, has traded her typewriter for an
automatic and been doing a little trick and fancy bank robbing in between dic-
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tations. If she will plead guilty and can get in jail before Ma Ferguson’s time ex-
pires on January first, Ma will pardon her.
Hurray for Dan Moody, A. and M. and West Texas. Yours,
Will.

111 MR. ROGERS SUGGESTS HOW
A FORTUNE CAN BE MADE

JAMESTOWN, N. Y., Dec. 14. — A fortune is in store in this country for
the person that can make something out of slightly used Rumanian flags.
Yours for a universal visiting flag.
Will Rogers.

112 ROGERS ‘WORKING REASONABLE,’
COMPARED WITH THE CHORUS

PITTSBURGH, Pa., Dec. 15. — Miss Marion Talley wouldn’t sing ‘cause
she didn’t get her three thousand. That just reminds me, Pittsburgh hasn’t
handed me my one-hundred-dollar bill for tonight yet, and there won’t be a
Vare vote-buying joke told till I get the hundred in my paws. If New Rochelle
wants opera for the first time and Pittsburgh wants high-brow humor for the
first time, let ’em dig up for it.

Yours for a mixture of commerce and art,

Will Rogers.

P. S. — One of our Follies chorus girls got $50,000 out of Pittsburgh last

week. I think Marion and I are working reasonable.

113 MR. ROGERS’S IDEA OF THE SENATE
SEEMS IN LINE WITH GOV. SMALL’S

WILKES-BARRE, Pa., Dec. 16. — I see where Governor Hard Surface
Road Len Small appointed this fellow Smith to go up to the Senate now. He was
not supposed to be thrown out of there till next session. It looks like a wise
move to get the verdict six months in advance and put everybody out of their
misery. Seat ’em! Cheap Senators never got a country anywhere.

Will Rogers.

114 MR. ROGERS SUGGESTS A DEAL
TO END FORD’S LATEST CRUSADE

DETROIT, Mich., Dec. 17. — I am in Detroit in connection with trouble
between Henry Ford and Jewish people. Think if every one of them will agree
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to buy one of those things at Cost plus 10 per cent, trouble will be patched up
all around.

Yours for good feeling even among rich people,
Will Rogers.

115 WILL ROGERS DOES HIS BIT
FOR CHICAGO’S CANAL PROJECT

CHICAGO, IlI., Dec. 18. — Am here in Chicago on way to California.

Poor Chicago! They are having a pretty tough break. They have a Sena-
tor elected that it looks like the poor devil is going to have to stand up during
his term and they got them a canal all dug and they can’t find any adjoining
country to loan them water to put into it. It’s an awful nice canal. If you hear of
anybody that has any water they want to loan them for it—you see they just
need enough water to get them to the Mississippi River. That’s all they want.

Five bandits came clear here yesterday but I guess that wouldn’t come
under the heading of news.
Yours for water in every canal we build,
Will.

116 WILL ROGERS VISITS KANSAS
AND LISTS ITS NOTED MEN

DODGE CITY, Kan., Dec. 19. — Speeding across Kansas, noted for three
Senators: Capper, who holds the rainbow sent up for the farmers; Curtis, who
walks in front of the Republican Senators holding out a stick of Coolidge candy,
which they never reach, and William Randolph White, home talent critic.

This is Dodge City, which used to be bad till the East made it ashamed
of itself. The last murder here was in 1917. The man was fiendishly attacked by
an infuriated Ford.

Tomorrow Arizona, if we are not late; if so, New Mexico.
The Rambling Mayor of Beverly Hills,
Will Rogers.

117 ‘HON. WILL ROGERS,’ HE SIGNS IT,
BEING THE MAYOR OF BEVERLY

WINSLOW, Ariz., Dec. 20. — Los Angeles wants to dam the Colorado
River. They are short of water for booster speakers at banquets. Arizona here
says: “Get it from your advertisements. You advertise you have everything.”
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Beverly Hills don’t ask the world for a thing. We got water, even if we
don’t use it, and an after dinner speaker for a Mayor, like New York. Beverly’s
Mayor has refused more free meals than Jimmy Walker ever spoke for. Hold
’em, Doug, till I come.

A moving Mayor of a fast moving town,

Hon. Will Rogers.

118 MAYOR ROGERS OF BEVERLY HILLS
RECORDS A WELCOME TO TOWN

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 21. — As Mayor of Beverly Hills I arrived
today amid big demonstrations. They mistook me for Ormiston. If not a success
as Mayor, they offer to change City Hall into a tabernacle—me to preach, and
Doug and Tom Mix and Bill Hart to take up collection; Ben Turpin to run radio,
so there will be no chance of a scandal.

Honest, they gave me a great welcome, and I want to thank everybody
from the bottom of my heart and President Coolidge for a lovely nice wire.
Also Al Smith and my opposition, Jimmy Walker of New York; also Hiram
Johnson and Shortridge.

The only Mayor that hasn’t made a mistake so far—his honor of Beverly
Hills. The best town west of Nantucket Lightship,

Will Rogers.

119 MAYOR ROGERS OF BEVERLY HILLS
TAKES NOTE OF ARMY TROUBLES

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 22. — I see where Brig. Gen. Reilly says
that American soldiers are deserting at the rate of a thousand a month.

Well, we have one consolation. A thing like that can’t last for over a cou-
ple of months. We are refunding to the taxpayers more soldiers than we are
taxes.

It’s a good thing for us that the last war was the last one.
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR OF BEVERLY HILLS, CAL.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Thank Charley Dawes for a nice wire. May Morpheus never over-
take him during an emergency.
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120  WILL ROGERS’ CHRISTMAS ADVICE
AND A TRIBUTE TO TY AND TRIS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 23. — I am too busy replacing presents to
write today. I bought some mechanical and electric things for the kids and wore
’em out playing with ’em myself. Don’t forget to lay by a few presents today
for those who you didn’t think would send you anything. You may not have to
use ’em anyway. Yours,

Will Rogers.

P. S. — I want the world to know that I sincerely wish Tris and Ty the
same as | have always wished them over an acquaintanceship of fifteen years.
If you are crooked it shouldn’t take you twenty years’ hard work to get enough
to retire on, If they been selling out all these years I would like to have seen
them play when they wasn’t selling.

121 GREETINGS FROM WILL ROGERS
AND SOME ADVICE TO MEN

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 24. — Merry Christmas, my constant read-
ers, both of you.

No scandal today. There is some, but it will be more scandalous by to-
MOITOW.

Men, act surprised this morning as if you didn’t know the tie was com-
ing.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

122  WILL ROGERS HAS BAD NEWS
ABOUT CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Dec. 26. — It’s going to take four days to bury all
those who celebrated Christmas.

If Nicaragua would just come out like a man and fight us, we wouldn’t
have to be hunting away off over in China for a war.

See where Tunney, the champion prize-fighter, fell in the water and it
was all a Boy Scout could do to rescue him.

The Mayor of Beverly—the Claremore, Oklahoma, of the West Coast,
Will Rogers.
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123 WILL ROGERS HAS HIS OWN PLAN
FOR DISPOSING OF THE SURPLUS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 27. — Congress is arguing, this whole short
session, over what to do with the $378,000,000 surplus. It seems odd that no-
body has ever thought of returning it to the source they saved it from, the army,
navy and aviation. Through not spending anything on them is how we got it.

The first political party that is far-sighted enough to buy airplanes in-
stead of votes is going to be setting mighty pretty the next few years. That’s
what Beverly Hills is doing—preparing. I just today had to hire another cop for
Saturdays and Sundays.

Yours, executively,
Will Rogers.

124 A FEW NICARAGUA APHORISMS
FROM MAYOR ROGERS OF BEVERLY
BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 28. — A few slogans for our latest war:
“Join the army and take the old Nick out of Nicaragua.”
“Join the navy and try and help America find Nicaragua.”
“Join the aviation. We are sending our plane to Nicaragua.”
“The 1932 Legion Convention will be held in Nicaragua.”
“Let’s make Nicaragua free for 100 per cent Americans to live in.”

“We have lost our first combat there, but wait till our Spring drive starts
against Nicaragua.”

“Stop Nicaragua while there is time.”
Recruitingly yours,

Mayor Rogers.

125 WILL ROGERS ANALYZES
EUROPE’S BEING ‘SORE AT US’

LOS ANGELES, Cal., Dec. 29: — They say all nations are sore at us, but
unfortunately for us they didn’t get sore at us quick enough. If they had, we
would have saved money. We are the ones that should be sore at them for not
getting sore at us quicker. Them’s the Mayor’s sentiments.

Will Rogers.
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126 NOBLE CHANCE FOR A REPUBLICAN
WITH MAYOR ROGERS AT BEVERLY

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 30. — Say, you talk about a prosperous
town. We can’t find a Republican poor enough to be Postmaster here. Even De-
mocrats got money in this town and won’t take the job.

Here is an opening for Butler of Massachusetts, Vare or Smith.

The Mayor of a town in distress,

Will Rogers.

127 MAYOR ROGERS COMMENTS ON
OFFICIAL ‘MURDER BY THE QUART’

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 31. — I see the Government has worked
out a plan to fix the liquor that they sell the bootleggers from the warehouses
so it won’t totally exterminate the ultimate consumer. Even the prohibitionists
are in favor of diluting it, as it depleted their ranks during the holidays.

Something has to be done. You want customers that will live at least for
two or three sales. Governments used to murder by the bullet only. Now it’s by
the quart.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — Read Judge Gary’s message to the country on optimism.

DAILY TELEGRAMS - 1927

128 WILL ROGERS FINDS MEXICO FAIR
IN THE MATTER OF EARTHQUAKES

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Jan. 2. — See where America and Mexico had a
joint earthquake. That’s the only thing I ever heard that we split 50-50 with
Mexico.

Lucky for Mexico that she didn’t grab off more of the earthquake than
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we did or she would have got a note from Kellogg.
It’s the influence from Moscow that is causing all this earth’s upheaval.

Yours for reciprocity in earthquakes,

Mayor Rogers.

129 WILL ROGERS NAMES CHAPLIN
AS HIS LIEUTENANT MAYOR

GALLUP, N. M., Jan. 3. — In the Mayor’s much regretted absence from
Beverly Hills, I hereby and hereon do this day appoint as Licutenant Mayor
Charles Spencer Chaplin, who is temporarily out of a wife, and can therefore
devote all his humor to the office.

[ want also to thank my beautiful town for the law-abiding spirit in which
they acted during the holidays. We did not lose an inhabitant by death, which
proves conclusively that the Eighteenth Amendment was strictly adhered to.
We can behave ourselves better than lots of more moral towns can.

Going back to Claremore. His later Honor,

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Let me know how Aimee and Asa come out. Want also to thank
everybody who so kindly came out and got pneumonia on the day of my arrival
in the land of perpetual sunshine.

Will.

130 MR. ROGERS ON POISON RUM
AS AWEAPON IN OUR NEXT WAR

DODGE CITY, Kan., Jan. 4. — Talk about America being unarmed and
unprepared for the next war. Why, say, we are setting pretty.

Give the enemy a party the night before the war starts and serve Gov-
ernment booze. Government statistics prove they are running about five funer-
als to the quart.

If you can’t make ’em obey, kill ’em.

The rambling Mayor,

Will Rogers.

P. S. — And we are the country that wants to outlaw poison gases in war,
for humanitarian reasons!
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131 ROGERS LOSING CONFIDENCE IN
EVEN WAR BEING ON THE LEVEL

CHICAGO, Ill., Jan. 5. — Been listening all day here to baseball testi-
mony. Just discovered ex-court-martialed soldier who swears Germans were
bought off by Pershing in last series on Marne. I am losing confidence in even
the Civil War having been on the level.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

132 MR. ROGERS MUSES ON RED TAPE
AFTER WAR AND BULLETS IN WAR

DETROIT, Mich., Jan. 6. — I see where a lot of banks are refusing the sol-
dier boys loans on their adjusted compensations on account of too much red
tape to handle. Not quite as much tape for them as it was to him to go to war,
though there is at least no bullets in it.

Thank goodness there will be no more wars. Now you tell one.

Mayor Rogers.

P. S. — Am in Detroit to get a patrol wagon that will haul actors with dig-
nity and comfort.

133 MAYOR ROGERS CLASSIFIES
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

ANN ARBOR, Mich., Jan. 7, 1927. — Am lecturing before University of
Michigan tonight on “Better Government by Poorer Officials.” The great biol-
ogist, Professor Little, is President of the school. He took the position so he
could combine the study of students with that of guinea pigs. Yours mayorally,

Mr. Rogers.

P. S. — You will remember this school more readily when I tell you it’s

the one that Benny Friedman and Benny Oosterbaan are building the new sta-

dium for. Michigan’s scholastic standing is a field goal better than any univer-
sity in the Middle West.

134 WILL ROGERS SEES WASHINGTON
COMPETING WITH HUMORISTS

RICHMOND, Ind., Jan. 9. — You want to know why we are so funny to
the rest of the world? Here we are sending warships to tell Nicaragua who to
seat after their election and we haven’t got a Senator that was elected here last
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Fall that will be allowed to sit down. I wish I was as funny as that is. My op-
position is getting unusually keen in Washington just in the last few days. The
Mayor is being driven slowly into the drama.

Mr. Rogers.
P. S. — What did you do, father, in the great war of Nicaragua?

135 WILL ROGERS REMARKS

ST. LOUIS, Mo., Jan. 10. — We say that Diaz is the properly elected pres-
ident of Nicaragua, but Brazil, Argentina, Peru, Chile, Mexico, Ecuador, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Guatemala, Colombia, Uruguay, Paraguay—all those say that the
other fellow is the properly elected President. It’s funny how we are the only
ones that get everything right. I’d rather be right than Republican.

Will Rogers.

136 MAYOR ROGERS EXPLAINS
HIS PRESENCE IN CHICAGO

CHICAGO, Ill., Jan. 11. — Seems odd two messages hit the papers the
same day. Mister Coolidge indicts Nicaragua and Mrs. Chaplin indicts Charlie.
Looks like they both got good grounds for complaint. Nicaragua is the Holly-
wood of Central America.

I am here studying the modern modes of crime. A progressive Mayor,
Will.

137 NOT ALL OF US LIKE CHARLIE,
SAYS MAYOR ROGERS OF BEVERLY

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., Jan. 12. — I knew something would happen
the minute I got away from Beverly Hills and not attending to things personally.

Charlie has gone and ruined us just when I thought I had everybody all
signed up to the pledge. But I want you to know that we are not all like Char-
lie. He is the only one that has sixteen million dollars, even if he had it.

Lita, take the children out to the old Mayor’s house. I will feed *em till
you jar him loose from a few millions.

The Mayor.
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138 WILL ROGERS SHOWS HENRY FORD
HE HAS CONFIDENCE IN HIM

DETROIT, Mich., Jan. 13. — Been listening all day to the Ford stock-
holders’ trial, where, after Mr. Ford had made each $100 share worth a half mil-
lion, the shareholders thought he wasn’t running his business right and sold out.

To show him that I have confidence in his business ability still I just told
him personally out at his home today that I was willing to put a hundred in with
him and string along even now. He certainly did seem to appreciate such con-
fidence, so he and I are going to build some airplanes.

The aerial Mayor,

Will Rogers.

139 MR. ROGERS STUDIES A STADIUM;
PRESENTS A FEW STATISTICS

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Jan. 14. — Dr. Wilce, the Ohio State coach, just
showed me their new stadium, seating 100,000, built by hard study and excel-
lent scholarship.

They can seat 200 students to every book in the university. They lost to
Michigan by a kick after touchdown. He has 400 students practicing day and
night in relays to kick goals.

A product of the old book mode of education,

The Mayor.

P. S. — I suggested they practice making another touchdown, then they
wouldn’t have to worry about the goal kicking.

140 WILL ROGERS FALLS IN LOVE
WITH THE BLUE GRASS COUNTRY

LEXINGTON, Ky., Jan. 15. —I have seen today some of the most beau-
tiful stock farms in America. I don’t think there is another place in this country
quite like the blue grass region around Lexington.

It’s more like English country life than any place, and English country
life is just about the best there is. Can’t give London much, but those old birds
out in the country sure do know how to live, and I tell you these old guys here,
with their fine horses that we read about every Summer in all the big races, they
got some great horses here and they know how to scramble a bran mash for a
horse and a corn mash for a human that just about excels any hospitality in
America.

Beverly Hills and Claremore have a close rival.
The Mayor.
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141 WILL ROGERS’ DISPATCH

LEXINGTON, Ky., Jan. 16. — Been reading up on the early lives of our
prominent men of today and find that Secretary of State Kellogg was scared
very badly when a mere baby by a big ruff Russian.

Will Rogers,
The Meandering Mayor.

142 WILL ROGERS SAYS A WORD
ABOUT THE EVOLUTION THEORY

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Jan. 17. — The Supreme Court of Tennessee
down here has just ruled that you other States can come from whoever or what-
ever you want to, but they want it on record that they come from mud only.

Darwin’s living illustration, the Mayor of what we think is a town, but
may be a zoo.

Will Rogers.

143 MR. ROGERS OFFERS FLORIDA
A LITTLE MORE ADVERTISING

KNOXVILLE, Tenn., Jan. 18. — Wake up, Florida, and get some adver-
tising! You’ve got a channel. I hereby offer $30,000, also made from chewing
Wrigley’s gum, to the first swimmer who lands from Cuba, bringing with him
something besides his bathing suit.

The Mayor.

P. S. — Good luck to my friend Dan Moody, the new Governor of Texas,
who has to start in from the bottom and capture his own prisoners.

144 NOTE FROM MAYOR ROGERS
ON CRUISERS AND ELECTIONS

SPARTANBURG, S. C., Jan. 19. — See where the Senate voted three new
cruisers. We had to have ’em to deliver our marines around on our various bat-
tle fronts.

Those three cruisers will settle three more foreign elections. How many
will they have to build to seat Smith and Vare?

Awaiting anxiously,
The Seated Mayor.
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145 A FEW THOUGHTS ON ELECTIONS
FROM MAYOR ROGERS OF BEVERLY

NORFOLK, Va., Jan. 20. — The Republican Senators whose side spent
most of the money want Smith seated, but the Democrats, on account of their
shortage of money, think it would be a bad precedent. Our elections will keep
on till they are as uncertain as Nicaragua’s.

Elected without protest or reason,

Mayor Rogers.

146 MAYOR ROGERS OF BEVERLY MUSES
NEUTRALLY ON PROHIBITION

LESTER, W. Va,, Jan. 21. — Prohibition has been in effect seven years
this week, and what’s living on both sides are celebrating.

The Neutral Mayor.
P. S. — One thing to be said for it, prohibition will work if you drink it.

147 WILL ROGERS IS INSPECTING
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

LYNCHBURG, Va., Jan. 22. — All I been doing the last week is playing
to and instructing coming Presidential candidates.

Hit Governor Donahey of Ohio, who even the Republicans think is bet-
ter than anything they got out there; they have elected him three times in a row.
Then I went into Tennessee, and Governor Peay, another Democrat, has fooled
’em three times in a row down there.

Then last night into West Virginia, to Charleston, where I run into my
first Republican official. It was Governor Gore, who introduced me to the gang
as the sole surviving “Progressive.” He is a farmer and if Cal and Lowden go
into a deadlock, like Smith and McAdoo will, why you want to keep this boy’s
name on your ‘phone list.

Next Wednesday night I am in Troy, N. Y. On account of not being a
member of Tammany I couldn’t get into Albany, but I hope to see or hear about
by old friend AL Smith, and see what his horoscope reads for about June, 1928.

It just looks like if it wasn’t for the Presidential candidates I wouldn’t
have any audience at all. They have been a godsend to me, so bring on more of
them.

I don’t care whether they are better or not, but let’s have more candi-
dates.

Mayor Rogers.

44



Daily Telegrams, Volume 1 1927

148 WILL ROGERS SAYS A WORD
ON THE MEXICAN SITUATION

NEW YORK, N. Y., Jan. 23. — Mr. Coolidge says he is not going to sub-
mit the Mexican trouble to arbitration. He says he feels so sure we are right that
there is no one he would trust to decide it in our favor.

The Mayor-
P. S. — Be sure you are right and then go ahead, but don’t arbitrate.

149 WILL ROGERS INTERPRETS
PRINCETON-HARVARD ATTITUDE

UTICA, N. Y., Jan. 24. — This has been a brain-fagging day for the
tabloid readers. With the Norris trial not ending and the “Peaches” one starting,
it’s just asking too much, and some day their minds will crack.

The Mayor.

P. S. — Princeton denies that they were rough with Harvard in football.
They say they were firm but never rough, that it wasn’t necessary.

150 WILL ROGERS’ DISPATCH
NEW YORK, N. Y., Jan. 25. — You are going to get nothing three times
a day but “Peaches, mud and applesauce.”

When a judge holds a case like that in public, when he knows all they
want anyway is publicity, where’s your recall and referendum?

And we are the country that’s sending missionaries to China.

Will Rogers.

151 WILL ROGERS ON MOTHERS-IN-LAW
REPUTATIONS, LAW AND ALIMONY

NEW YORK, N. Y., Jan. 26. — Every sensational case nowadays has its
mother-in-law. If these mothers protected their daughters as much before they
get into court as they do after they get in there, they wouldn’t get into court. Too
bad they don’t fight for their daughters’ reputation as quick as they will for their
daughters’ alimony.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — The permanent wife is the one without advice.
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152 BRIEF NOTES BY WILL ROGERS
ON A FEW CURRENT TOPICS

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J., Jan. 27. — The missionaries went over to an-
nounce to China that there was a heaven, and now the Chinamen want to kill
them to give them a chance to prove it. But some of the missionaries are show-
ing a little doubt themselves.

The Rolling Chair Mayor.

P. S. — I see where Judge Landis exonerated Tris and Ty today. He was-
n’t much late. All us paying customers exonerated ’em the day we heard it.

P. S. S. — I ordered apple sauce this morning and the waiter brought me
peaches.

153 A FEW PROBLEMS IN THE NEWS
SETTLED BY WILL ROGERS

ALBANY, N. Y., Jan. 28. — They just had to postpone the “spoiled
peaches” case these few days to give the constant followers of that case a chance
to catch up. They couldn’t read that fast. Even the pictures were coming so fast
they couldn’t mentally digest them.

The Mayor,
In Al Smith’s Territory.

P. S. — This will set at rest all rumors as to where Speaker and Cobb are
to go. Just conferred with both. Ty goes to the Claremore (Oklahoma) Giants
and Tris goes to the Beverly Hills, California, nearly White Sox.

154 MAYOR ROGERS LOOKS OVER
SESQUICENTENNIAL THAT WAS

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Jan. 29. — Arrived in Philadelphia today to at-
tend the “sesqui-next-year-after” centennial. I visited Chicago the next year
after, St. Louis the year after, and I wanted to keep my record clean. I wanted
to visit this afterward, as I would much rather see the grounds than the exposi-
tion.

Well, I couldn’t find a single Philadelphian that could tell me where it
was. Some had heard of it, but none of them had ever attended. Some was in
favor of leaving the thing open, so it would get advertised around Philadelphia
that it was there, but they didn’t want to leave it up that long.

A Visiting Mayor.
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155 WILL ROGERS SAYS PRESIDENT
IS RIGHT ON PROTECTION

NEW YORK, N.Y., Jan. 30. — My advice to Mr. Coolidge on prepared-
ness is slowly bearing fruit. Here are his exact words in a speech Saturday:
“What we need and all that we do need for national protection is adequate pro-
tection.”

Couldn’t ask for a clearer statement than that. What a hungry man needs
and all that he needs for personal sustenance is adequate food and shelter. All
even a Democrat needs for self-presentation is adequate votes. All the old
Mayor needs is plenty of jokes and good audiences.

The Mayor.

P. S. — I am taking care of New York while Jimmy Walker is gone to
Cuba to recuperate from Tammany politicians.

156 THE WORLD’S SEVEN WONDERS
AS LISTED BY WILL ROGERS

ROANOKE, Va., Jan. 31. — Am down in Old Virginia, the mother of
Presidents when we thought Presidents had to be aristocrats. Since we got wise
to the limitations of aristocrats, Virginia has featured their ham over their Pres-
idential timber.

Visited their Natural Bridge today, the first of the seven wonders of the
world. Niagara and the Grand Canyon are a couple more. Italy’s poor marks-
manship is one. Faith in prohibition enforcement is another, Claremore (Okla.)
radium water and last and greatest the Democratic eternal hope.

The Mayor.

157 ROGERS’S IDEA OF CONFERENCES,
PARTICULARLY ON DISARMAMENT

RALEIGH, N. C., Feb. 1. — Had a visit today at the home of ex-Secre-
tary of the Navy Josephus Daniels. He had all the photographs of our navy,
when we had a navy.

Wars don’t diminish our navy. It’s peace that’s so devastating. When we
were attacked by the disarmament conference we had even our lifeboats shot
from under us.

Other nations were anxious to confer when we were building ahead of
them, but now they are ahead, so why should they confer?

The Mayor.

P. S. — Congress ought to pass a law to prohibit us conferring with any-
body on anything, till we learn how.
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158 WILL ROGERS FINDS FLORIDA,
LIKE DEMPSEY, STILL POPULAR

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla., Feb. 2. — You know Dempsey never was as
popular as he was after he had lost the championship. Well, that’s just the way
with Florida.

And, like Dempsey, they still got the same things that made ’em great,
one time. The panic weeded the punks out; all the regulars are down here as
usual.

You know it’s a pleasure to meet these people when they haven’t got a
map in their hands. Now they are trying to please you instead of sell you.

A Mayor.
From a Couple of States that Can Afford to be Generous.

159 ROGERS MEETS MR. ROCKEFELLER
AND COMES OUT 20 CENTS AHEAD

ORLANDO, Fla., Feb. 3. — Had breakfast this morning with John D.
Rockefeller, for which I received a fine breakfast and a brand new dime. Went
out with him and watched him play eight holes of golf, for which I received
another dime.

Made 20 cents clear. Received more jokes from him than I gave, as he
is certainly keen and has a great sense of humor.

Had a very pleasant morning and would have stayed longer, but he run
out of dimes. I am trying to get him to come to California for his second hun-
dred years.

Who else will give me a dime to eat with them?
The Mayor.

160 WILL ROGERS SUGGESTS
A COURSE OF ACTION IN CHINA

MIAM], Fla., Feb. 4. — We will stop those Chinese from fighting among
themselves if we have to kill them to do it.

The Reading and Rambling Mayor.

161 MAYOR ROGERS OF BEVERLY
FINDS FLORIDA GOING STRONG

MIAM]I, Fla., Feb. 5. — Say, where do some of these birds get the idea
that Florida has blown up? Why, say, they are going strong down here. The lot-
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buying period is over, but now they are settled down to work and common sense
and they are getting in fine shape.

It’s the most beautiful weather you ever saw in your life here
now—everybody walking around in Summer clothes and bathing and fishing
and golfing. Of course, the Mayors here don’t stack up with the California-type
of Mayors, but outside of that they give us quite a run. The main place where
we got “em licked is in the Summer. California is better as a Summer resort
than it is as a Winter one; but it’s warmer here in the Winter than in California.

But don’t start in feeling too sorry for these Floridians. They are getting
along mighty fine. I see by this morning’s paper that California had an earth-
quake yesterday. These papers here just keep earthquakes set up in type all the
time, and it goes in daily that Cal has had one.

Well—just so we don’t have one out there.

Yours,
The Mayor.

162 WILL ROGERS KEEPS CALM,
DESPITE EARTHQUAKE REPORTS

MIAMI BEACH, Fla., Feb. 6. — See by the Florida papers today that
California had another earthquake yesterday. I rushed right down to The Miami
News to see what details they had, for my family was all out there. In looking
it up in the pressroom we couldn’t find any details, but we found the story on
the press of the earthquake that we are having today, and that will be in tomor-
row’s paper, so [ am not going to get excited till next Friday’s earthquake. That’s
when they report a big one.

Will Rogers,
The Mayor of an Unshaken Town.

163 PASSING NOTE BY WILL ROGERS
ON TWO INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla., Feb. 7. — I am here in the only town in Amer-
ica where two world’s series sporting events are held. The outdoor, under-a-
shade checker championship and the horseshoe pitching finals are here.

It’s the greatest climate in the world for open-air checkers. You can get
into the king row here before you can make a move in other climates. And the
mule-slipper heaver can do more with a horseshoe than a manicurist can with
a drunk.

I’ll have to get some grounds for these games out in old Beverly. We can

lay em while they are sleeping.
Py Y pine The Mayor.
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164 WILL ROGERS REMARKS:

PENSACOLA, Fla., Feb. 8. — Portugal is having revolution. Good joke
on us. We haven’t any more marines to cover that one.
Will Rogers.

P. S. — I flew 300 miles to get here. Hurrah for commercial aviation.

165 WILL ROGERS DISCUSSES
BRITISH PARLIAMENT OPENING

SARASOTA, Fla., Feb. 9. — The King opened Parliament yesterday. The
Prince of Wales got his sword and his robe and his legs mixed up, and furnished
what the papers called the comedy element. But get this one. I think the King
furnished his quota of humor with the following:

“My relations with China are friendly and I have dispatched warships
there to express my good feeling.”

The King evidently gave more thought to his wardrobe than he did to
his speech. This shows why Kings don’t have jesters any more. They don’t need

b}

em.
Yours,

Tourist Rogers.

166 WILL ROGERS IN PALM BEACH
SO MORAL HE WAS UNINTERESTING

PALM BEACH, Fla., Feb. 10. — Terrible wave of immorality sweeping
the stage. My performance in Palm Beach tonight was witnessed by jury of
moralists composed of E. F. Albee, Lee Shubert, Marcus Loew, Adolph Zukor,
Edgar Selwyn, Arthur Hammerstein, Joe Leblang, Mrs. Stotesbury and Ben
Bernie. They pronounced the performance so clean that it was uninteresting.

The Evangelist Mayor.

P. S. — Length of season here depends on amount of your money. Mine
lasted from 8:30 Thursday to 11 P.M. same day. I didn’t think it worth while to
take a cottage.

167 WILL ROGERS MEDITATES
ABOUT FARMERS’ RELIEF

TAMPA, Fla., Feb. 11. — One thing about farmers’ relief: It can’t last
long, for the farmers ain’t got much more to be relieved of.

A farmer that knows.
Cocklebur Rogers.
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168 MAYOR ROGERS SENDS AN ITEM
ON THE STATE OF FLORIDA

MACON, Ga., Feb. 12. — Just come out from a ten-day tour of Florida.
Didn’t see a real estate man on entire trip. Everybody in bathing suits, nobody
bathing.

They are taking their misfortune like real sports and have reconciled
themselves to being the second best resort State in America. They have drained
the golf courses and you don’t have to play with a ball that will float any more.

If they could ever starve those natives into working, Florida would be a
second Germany. Even old Georgia has picked up since Ty was restored.
Touring the Rotary belt,
The Mayor.

169 WILL ROGERS PRESENTS
HIS IDEA OF FARM RELIEF

AUGUSTA, Ga., Feb. 13. — Here is my Farm Relief bill: Every time a
Southerner plants nothing on his farm but cotton year after year, and the North-
erner nothing but wheat or corn, why, take a hammer and hit him twice right be-
tween the eyes.

You may dent your hammer, but it will do more real good than all the
McNary-Haugen bills you can pass in a year.

Old Doc Rogers.

170 WILL ROGERS ON FARM RELIEF
AND THE VALUE OF DAUGHTERS

COLUMBIA, S. C., Feb. 14. — The Senate relieved the farmers on Fri-
day; the House of Representatives is supposed to relieve them tomorrow. Ro-
tation of crops and less automobiles will relieve them whenever they decide to
try it.

The Mayor.

P. S. — Just had lunch with the Governor of South Carolina. He has nine
grown daughters. What would the wide-open spaces of the West give for some
Governors like that? In a few years he will have enough grandchildren to vote
him Governor for life.
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171 AS TO PRESIDENTS, WILL ROGERS
DISAGREES WITH DR. BUTLER

ASHEVILLE, N. C,, Feb. 15. — I never thought we would live to see the
day when Congressman Upshaw of Georgia knew more than President Nicholas
Murray Butler of Columbia; but it has happened. The Doctor says our next Pres-
ident must be a wet. He may know schoolmarming, but he don’t know Ameri-
can sentiment outside New York.

Mind you, I am very fond of the Professor. He said he was going to give
me a degree just as soon as he can think of one to give me. Well, after the next
election he can give me one for ignorance with a smattering of political insight.

From the Mayor who gathers other people’s ideas all over the country in-
stead of just expounding his own,

Will.

172 WILL ROGERS MEDITATES ON
FISTICUFFS IN CONGRESS

PINEHURST, N. C., Feb. 16. — Two of my Congressional friends had a
fight in Congress yesterday—Sol Bloom of New York and Blanton of Texas.
That’s three fights in there in three days, and nobody has been hit yet.

If their political sight is as bad as their aim, we better call for a new elec-
tion. What this country needs is legislators that can both knock each other out
for good. That’s our only salvation.

The Mayor who won’t give up his seat in Beverly Hills without being
bought off.

Will.

173 WILL ROGERS NOT WORRIED
OVER RECALL TALK IN BEVERLY

FLORENCE, S. C., Feb. 17. — Haven’t paid much attention to that talk
out in Beverly Hills about going to recall the Mayor. I am not afraid of that.
They can’t let me out. I know too much. Why, I will rock the very foundation
of the social strata of screen, oil and realtor business.

The Mayor From Now On.

P. S. — If they monkey with me I will undo all the good that Will Hays
has done for years.
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174 WILL ROGERS MAKES A PLEA
TO HEFLIN’S CONSTITUENCY

MONTGOMERY, Ala., Feb. 18. — Senator Heflin of Alabama held up all
Senate business yesterday for five hours. That’s a record for narrow views.

Tonight in his home capital I am pleading with Alabama to please not ex-
terminate all Catholics, Republicans, Jews, negroes, Jim Reed, Al Smith,
Wadsworth, Mellon and Coolidge and the Pope.

Of course, my plea will do no good, for Tom knows the intelligence of
his constituency better than we do.

A Missionary Will.

175 MR. ROGERS IN MISSISSIPPI
MUSES ON FARM POLITICS

JACKSON, Miss., Feb. 19. — I am here in the native igloo of Senator
Pat Harrison. The only way I get booked in Mississippi is to tell them I am a
friend of Pat Harrison’s.

They sure are strong for Pat down here, and say, you would be surprised
to see what they are doing. This old State is up and going—diversified farming,
and talking politics. Lowden has been down here, and he sure made a hit with
these old Democrats. I believe they will vote for him.

What’s Cal going to do about the Nary-McHaugen bill? I am betting he
vetoes it. Lowden against Harrison in 1928.

Will.

176 WILL ROGERS SEES BIG JOB
AHEAD FOR AIMEE MCPHERSON

HOT SPRINGS, Ark., Feb. 20. — Headlines this morning said: “Aimee
to Reform Texas.” Naturally I thought it meant “Pa” Jim Ferguson and Amon
G. Carter. I read on and found it referred to “Texas” Guinan and Mayor Jim
Walker. If Aimee can save them, her days in the desert for publicity are at an
end. An Arkansaw traveler for the next few days.

Will.

P. S. — Ban Johnson and Harry Wills are both here training for return
matches with Judge Landis and Jack Sharkey.
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177 THOUGHTS ON EVOLUTION
FROM THE MAYOR OF BEVERLY

HOT SPRINGS, Ark., Feb. 21. — Arkansaw took the literacy test just this
week, with an evolution bill. They just did make it. Tennessee and Texas could-
n’t pass.

I don’t know why some of these States want to have their ancestry es-
tablished by law. There must be a suspicion of doubt somewhere.

Outside of the Legislature’s action, why, old Arkansas is certainly boom-
ing. Hot Springs is crowded with guests. They are exhibiting me here at the Ar-
lington Hotel.

Will Rogers.

178 WILL ROGERS ENTHUSIASTIC
ABOUT THE ARKANSAS OZARKS

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark., Feb. 22. — I didn’t get to buy any of Valentino’s
personal objects and works of art, but when they bring them to Claremore,
Okla., for an auction there, I think I will buy some rare old pieces. Yours,

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Say, if you want to visit the most beautiful country in the United
States, don’t overlook these Ozark Mountains. In these are where I grabbed off
my only wife. So you will pardon me for bragging on Arkansas.

179 DIRT FARMER ROGERS’S VIEW
OF THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH

FORT SMITH, Ark., Feb. 23. — Say, that Mr. Coolidge is a smart man.
He delivered an oration on the life of Washington, and all he talked about was
how good a farmer George was. He insinuated Washington made all his money
farming and never asked for relief.

I don’t know myself, but I believe George’s fighting got him further than
his farming. But it just shows you how far ahead Calvin figures.

Yours with fifteen hundred acres of Oklahoma waiting for relief, an au-
tomobile dirt farmer,

The Mayor.
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180 ROGERS, DOWN IN TEXAS,
REPORTS CAPITAL EVENTS

BRECKENRIDGE, Tex., Feb. 24. — Mr. Coolidge isn’t keeping the great
American people in suspense on that farming bill purposely. It takes time to
feel out the whole country and see which side has the most votes.

A farmer without a surplus,

Will Rogers.

181 WILL ROGERS GIVES CREDIT
TO COOLIDGE AS ‘A BIG MAN’

BROWNWOOD, Tex., Feb. 25. — Well, Calvin vetoed the “Mary
McHaugen” bill. One thing, nobody can ever accuse the President of being a
“yes” man. | am with him on this. I never could see why the bill raised the price
on a hog and not on a cow, raised it on an ear of corn, but not on a potato.

You see, that shows you where class will tell. The old Congressmen and
Senators got scared by the vetoes back home, but Cal went through. That’s the
difference between a big man and a little one.

A dirt farmer who has to fertilize.

Will.

182 WILL ROGERS SEES HELP
FOR THE FARMER IN RADIO

AMARILLO, Tex., Feb. 27. — Mr. Coolidge killed the Farm Relief bill,
but the farmers broke about even. The “Better Radio” bill passed. Farmers are
buying more batteries than they are seeds.

A radio farmer,

Old Bill.

P. S. — Hurrah! Only four more days of Congressional burglary on the
Treasury.

Another P. S. I am on my way home to take up any loose divorces that
may have accumulated in my municipality during my absence. I am stopping
in Arizona, I want to see the State that produces the Senators that can talk for
three days and nights.

183 WILL ROGERS SAYS WE HANDLE
A FEW MANDATES, OURSELVES

ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., Feb. 28. — Just drove 125 miles over to Santa
Fe to speak before New Mexico’s Legislature. It’s the only one in America
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where everything is carried on in both Spanish and English.

You know New Mexico is handled under an American mandate—the
same as we handle Nicaragua, Mexico, Tacna-Arica and China.
Only three more days and the country is free again. Congress is ad-
journing. Soothing syrup for sick Senators.
Will.

184 BRIEF NOTE FROM MAYOR ROGERS
REGARDING AFFAIRS IN MEXICO

EL PASO, Tex., March 1. — Just returned from Jaurez, Old Mexico.
Liquor smuggling is going on the other way now. They are crazy about our new
drinks and claim they receive twice the insensibility for one-third the amount
of drinking.

I have to disappoint Mr. Kellogg, but I didn’t see a single Russian Bol-
shevik plotting against us. Mexico had received their morning note from our
State Department telling them how to run their country.

Headed for Beverly Hills to protect my honor.

Will.

185 ROGERS TAKES HIS OATH
ON THE SUBJECT OF DAMS

TUCSON, Ariz., March 2. — Arizona says dam California; if they want
a dam let ’em dam their own river as much as they dam please, but Arizona be-
dams if she is even going to split a dam so dammed bad; let ’em dam their cli-
mate or dam Frisco or dam something. Why pick on us to dam? We don’t want
to be vulgar, but in plain words, dam California. But they are not going to dam
us or Arizona’s Colorado River at any dam place, any dam time. And our dam
senators will tell the dam world as long as they have a dam bit of breath left, so
that’s the whole dam business in a dam nutshell.

This is from the dammed best mayor in Beverly Hills.
Will Rogers.

186 MR. ROGERS SURVEYS THE NEWS
AND FINDS IT WARLIKE

TUCSON, Ariz., March 3. — Captured boat from China, landed more
marines in Nicaragua, sent new demand to Mexico.
Looks like Mr. Coolidge will run on his war record.
Will Rogers.
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187 WILL ROGERS CELEBRATES
ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., March 4. — Don’t ever tell us Friday is unlucky.
Didn’t Congress adjourn today?

The Republicans died fighting to keep from being investigated. The vot-
ers would like to investigate both parties as to their sanity the last few weeks.
And there would be no hung jury as to their decision.

The Homing Mayor.

188 MAYOR WILL ROGERS OF BEVERLY
FINDS DIVORCES JAM HIS OFFICE

LOS ANGELES, Cal., March 5. — Arrived home. Mayor’s office clogged
with divorces. Have to get rid of some of them before we can have any new mar-
riages.

Regards to the two Reed boys of Sixty-ninth Congress fame.
Will.

189 ROGERS SAYS WE PAID SENATE
FOR WISDOM AND GOT WIND

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., March 6. — I notice all newspapers call it the ad-
journment of the Senate. It wasn’t adjournment. They just give out. The big
blow in Florida was a great local misfortune, but the big blow in the Senate was
a national calamity. Even the Red Cross can’t repair their damage. We got wind
where we had paid to get wisdom.

Reviewed my Police and Fire Department this morning. Boy, we got a
town! We are putting an immigration quota on millionaires now, they getting too
thick.

On the job.

His Honor.

190 ROGERS FEAR LACK OF HUMOR
NOW CONGRESS HAS ADJOURNED

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., March 7. — Well, I just seem lost for comedy
since Congress adjourned. I would keep them in session the year round for my
business, but I have some consideration for people, so I sacrifice my needs for
the good of the country.
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I don’t know where we will get our laughs from until next December, so
if I am not funny it’s because I have no example.

Yours downheartedly,

William Penn Rogers.

191 WILL ROGERS COMMENTS ON
SOUTHERN PRIMARY DECISION

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., March 8. — See this morning where the
Supreme Court says negroes in Texas have the right to vote at Democratic pri-
maries.

Certainly will seem funny to see the negroes and the whites voting the
same ticket. First thing you know they will be allowing a white Republican to
associate with a white Democrat in the South. It’s before the Supreme Court
NOW.

Yours for quality in politics regardless of quantity and color.

Will.

192 MR. ROGERS HAS A SUGGESTION
FOR MR. COOLIDGE’S VACATION

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., March 9. — Everybody out here is all excited
about where Mr. Coolidge will spend his vacation.

Put him on a farm with the understanding he has to make his own living
off it, and I bet he will give the farmers relief next year. I offer mine for the ex-
periment, and if he makes a go of it he is not a President, he is a magician.

Farmer Bill.

193 WILL ROGERS INTERPRETS
A CALIFORNIA WHISKEY LAW

FRESNO, Cal., March 10. — California State Legislature passed bill yes-
terday to make whiskey stills unlawful unless operating under State permit.
This makes police permits null and void. The plan is to try and get people to do
their drinking under the auspices of the State Government instead of under just
anybody.

Will.

P. S. — Certainly want to thank the neighboring village of Los Angeles for
turning out in such paying quantities to see a Mayor who is funny purposely, and
not unconsciously. Sorry my friends Tom Mix and Doug Fairbanks couldn’t be
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with us, but they were both running pictures of themselves at their homes and
couldn’t leave. I took my own fire and police protection with me. I wouldn’t
trust that Los Angeles bunch.

Thanks.
Will.

194 WILL ROGERS IS STIRRED
BY OUR STAND ON AIRPLANES

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., March 11. — See by the newspapers this morn-
ing Secretary Wilbur says there is no danger from Europe from airplanes. When
we nearly lose the next war, as we probably will, we can lay it onto one thing
and that will be the jealousy of the army and navy toward aviation.

They have belittled it ever since it started and will keep on doing it till
they have something dropped on them from one, and even they will say it was-
n’t a success.

Will.

195 WILL ROGERS SAYS DAWES
HAS BEEN VINDICATED

OAKLAND, Cal., March 12. — Everybody is just sitting tight out here in
California, waiting till the next term of Congress to get Boulder Dam. They fig-
ure that Senators Ashurst and Cameron of Arizona can’t talk during the whole
of next session.

It looks like Dawes has been vindicated. He has always said there was a
taint of hookworm in the Senate and that it should be administered to.

Say, Dawes is kinder looking up for President. Did you know it? I hear
a lot about him in case Coolidge abdicates.

Tell Florida California never looked more beautiful. I am headed for
Borah’s range in a few days.

Will.

196 WILL ROGERS GIVES HIS VIEW
OF THE CHINESE SITUATION

OAKLAND, Cal., March 13. — All we ask of the Chinese is that they
settle down and let us and England keep on collecting and running their customs
for them. I don’t see why they should refuse a little thing like that.
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China owes us four million and we take over their custom revenue.
France owes us four billion and we are afraid to send them a bill for it. What a
great difference in diplomatic relations an army and navy make!

Refereeing from the side lines.
Will.

197 WILL ROGERS FINDS HAITI
IDEAL BECAUSE SENATORLESS

SAN JOSE, Cal., March 14. — See where they don’t allow an American
Senator to land in Haiti. Who would ever have thought that Haiti would be the
first ideal country? Watch its population double right now.

This is the champion prune town of the world. I was reported to the po-
lice this morning for ordering grapefruit.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — I never saw California looking more beautiful. The tremendous
rains out here have washed away all the real estate signs.

198 OPINION OF WILL ROGERS
ON THE LEGAL CONSCIENCE

SACRAMENTO, Cal., March 15. — Just addressed the California State
Legislature and helped them pass a bill to form a lawyers’ association to regu-
late their conduct.

Personally I don’t think you can make a lawyer honest by an act of the
Legislature. You’ve got to work on his conscience. And his lack of conscience
is what makes him a lawyer.

Met the Governor. He tried to sell me a lot. So California has a typical
Californian as Governor.

The evangelist among State Legislatures,
Will.

P. S. — Tomorrow I invade Nevada and may get to Weepah.

199 WILL ROGERS REPORTS ON
LEGISLATION IN NEVADA

CARSON CITY, Nev., March 16. — Just delivered free public advice to
the Governor, Senate and State Legislature of Nevada.
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They killed the License Gambling bill here today. The gambling element
killed it. They voted against paying a license. With all other States gambling
free, there was no reason they should pay a license here.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — This is the solar plexus town; ask my friend Corbett. Also the old
stamping ground of Mark Twain. Going now to Virginia City.

200 MR. ROGERS’S VIEW OF REPLY
MELLON SENT TO PRINCETON

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, March 17. — Hurrah for Mellon for answering,
today, the Faculties of Columbia and Princeton on debt cancellation. It almost
takes a sense of humor for college professors to advise Mellon on money mat-
ters.

When our country does accidentally stumble on a competent man why
don’t they let him alone? That’s why Notre Dame has the best football team in
America every year—because they concentrate on the business of a college and
not on the business of a Government.

What Columbia and Princeton need is open field runners and not can-
celed debts.
Pedagogue Rogers,

Of the Claremore Third Grade.

P. S. = Just flew in here 300 miles from Elko, Nev., by airplane. Got lost
over the mountains in a snowstorm. Oh, boy, we got real aviators in this coun-
try, even if the Government don’t think they are useful.

201 WILL ROGERS, OUT IN IDAHO,
SENDS IMPRESSIONS OF BORAH

POCATELLO, Idaho, March 18. — It took me forty-eight States to do it,
but I finally arrived in one where every one knows who one of their Senators
is.

I go to Borah’s home town tomorrow. I want to see this place before it
is made a shrine for honoring the only man in public life in his time with inde-
pendent thought, when everybody else’s ideas are as standardized as Ford parts.

What’s best for the political machine is best for the politician. What’s
best for America is best for Borah. Ask Mr. Coolidge how far wrong I am.

Will.
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202 WILL ROGERS FAILS TO FIND
ANY DEMOCRATS IN BOISE

BOISE, Idaho, March 19. — I blow into this town of Borah’s wanting to
hold my usual conference or caucus with the Democrats about next year’s nom-
ination and I find there are no Democrats here. Borah is the only one they have.

Haven’t been out to look the town over, but I bet it’s rotten. Anything that
is all Republican is no good. Anything that is part Republican isn’t much good.
You have to have some decent element.

They built a new depot for Borah to go out from and come in to. He’s
gone out of it, but has never come back yet. I got a wire from him welcoming
me to his town; also one from Alice Longworth. So I see that the Republican
Party is still intact.

I’m going to Oregon tomorrow looking for a Democrat. Love to all the
faithful.
Will Rogers.

203 WILL ROGERS PAYS TRIBUTE
TO A GOVERNOR OF MISSISSIPPI

PENDLETON, Ore., March 20. — Last year | was entertained in the home
of a fine old Southern gentleman. He came to my little performance. This year
he phoned me: “Will you have time to come and tell the jokes? I can’t get over.”
And I did.

He was a plain, lovable character and he handed me out much homely
philosophy. I will miss him next year when I go back, and his State will miss
him. He was just a plain Governor of the great State of Mississippi.

You missed a lot by not knowing Governor Whitfield. We don’t raise
any more like him, for conditions have changed.

Will Rogers.

204 WILL ROGERS REMARKS:

TACOMA, Wash., March 21. — Just flew in here from Portland. Beauti-
ful country and it’s the only way to see it. When Brisbane and I get our avia-
tion we can make all trips like this. Was met by newsboys with extras telling of
Peaches losing alimony. I think to save readers’ time and courts’, too, all al-
imony should be stipulated in marriage contract. Course she has still got her
faithful mother and the movie rights. If old Daddy don’t pay alimony he is just
liable to not land any more Peaches. It’s a bad year for fruit.

Yours,
Will.
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205 ON SELF-DETERMINATION
AS ROGERS SEES IT IN CHINA

PORTLAND, Ore., March 22. — Headline says “British Kill Fourteen
Chinamen in Shanghai.” If our missionaries had already saved these fourteen,
why that ought to make it all right, but it certainly will be terrible if they died
heathens.

Hurrah for self-determination of nations. Yours,

Will.

P. S. — This is written from Portland, the red hot rival of Longview. I can
remember when Seattle was their rival.

206 WILL ROGERS FINDS PROOF
OF THE GENIUS OF HENRY FORD

ABERDEEN, Wash., March 23. — We have often heard it said that Henry
Ford was just lucky. Well, picking up all those odds and ends and pasting *em
together and getting em to run right have been lucky. And when they kept on
running all these years, that might come under the head of perpetual luck. But
when a man goes out and hires Jim Reed for his lawyer—that’s inspired ge-
nius. The other side needs Moses to compete with him.
Will.

P. S. — I have seen so many saw logs the last few days that I will go out
of this country barking.

207 WILL ROGERS DISCUSSES
WARS AND OUR WAR PORTS

SEATTLE, Wash., March 24. — Just had a pleasant chat with Seattle’s
woman mayor. She seems to be one woman who has lived up to expectations
in public office.

Seattle is the nearest port of debarkation for our latest war in China. The
port is what New Orleans is to our Nicaraguan festivities. I am anxious to see
what port our gunboats and marines depart from to cover the Italian Yugosla-
vian war.

Palm Beach ought to get that trade. Every port will soon have its own war
trade. Yours,

The Male Mayor.

P. S. — Klondike sourdoughs are all going South to Weepah.
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208 MR. ROGERS HAS A POOR OPINION
OF DISARMAMENT CONFERENCES

YAKIMA, Wash., March 25. — I see we are off to another disarmament
conference. I never saw a country that wanted to get rid of their army as bad as
we do. We should have been born a cockroach, then the present Administration
wouldn’t have such a time getting rid of our arms. Yours,

Will.

209 WILL ROGERS, STILL WANDERING,
REPORTS FROM SPOKANE, WASH.

SPOKANE, Wash., March 26. — Just blew into Spokane. This is a beau-
tiful city.

Was met at train by Senator Dill. He is the one that just got married. His
wife is awfully smart; that is, she was supposed to be.

I tell you it seemed good to run onto a Democrat again. This is the town
that has the Davenport Hotel and Restaurant. That’s the Mussolini of hotels.
It’s the Bobby Jones of American hotels.

Third term not so strong up here. Next week I penetrate Wheeler and
Walsh territory. Just think of finding two Democrats in one State.
So long. Tomorrow war news.
Will Rogers.

210 WILL ROGERS’S COMMENT ON
COURSE OF EVENTS IN CHINA

SPOKANE, Wash., March 27. Smedley Butler has arrived in China. The
war may continue but the parties will stop.

Yours,
Will.

211 WILL ROGERS’S OPINION
OF AMERICANS IN CHINA

MISSOULA, Mont., March 28. — Any person that will stay in the mid-
dle of a civil war for six months and don’t know enough to even send his fam-
ily out, it won’t do much good to rescue him. You bring him back home and he
will run right in front of a Ford. We had to shell that Chinese town to let our peo-
ple know it was time to come out and be rescued.

Yours for home missions.
Will.
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212 MR. ROGERS MORALIZES A BIT
ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

BUTTE, Mont., March 29. — A nation is just like an individual. If a man’s
neighbors all hate him and he is continually in trouble, and all his fights and
troubles are always over in the other fellow’s yard, he must be wrong.

If he won’t stay at home what he needs is a good licking or a muzzle.

Yours,
Will.

P. S. — Flew in here two miles high over the snow-covered mountains
from Missoula and just been down a mile under the ground. There’s nothing to
see on the level any more.

213 MR. ROGERS SEES US DISARMING
IF WE HAVE TO DO IT ALONE

HELENA, Mont., March 30. — France and Italy won’t join us in disar-
mament, but that don’t worry us. We will do it alone.

If nobody wants to disarm with us, we will show ’em we are right. We
will shame “em into it—if we have to sink our last life preserver to do it.
Yours,
Will.

214 OUR WEST LIKE SWITZERLAND
IF OUR FARMERS WOULD YODLE

GREAT FALLS, Mont., March 31. — Just flew into this great little West-
ern city, late home of Charles M. Russell, the painter. He will live in history as
America’s most famous cowboy. And his country talks about scenery.

I flew over mountains today that make Switzerland look like a prairie
dog town. If we could get our mountain farmers to wear feathers in their hats
and yodle, we would be as picturesque as Switzerland.

Maybe the farmers will yodle when they get relieved. They will have
time to learn, anyway.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

215 MR. ROGERS SUGGESTS MEANS
OF IDENTIFYING ADVERTISERS

BILLINGS, Mont., April 1. — Say, Henry Ford getting hurt in a Ford car
was kind of a knock against the Lincoln, wasn’t it?
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Since we found out Ford uses his own product I suppose every man we
see eating corn flakes we will think is Kellogg, every guy chewing gum is
Wrigley. If he shaves himself we will think it’s Gillette. If he is well powdered
it’s Mennen.

If it’s three fellows with store clothes on it will perhaps be Hart,
Schaffner and Marx, and if it’s a bird nearly naked it’s Mr. B. V. D.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

216 WILL ROGERS GETS INFORMATION
ABOUT THE GREAT NORTHWEST

BROKEN BOW, Neb., April 3. — Just returning from very successful ed-
ucational lecture tour of the entire Northwest. No English lecturers had been in
there and spoiled the field. They can’t make railroad fare to get that far away.

Not even a politician has insulted their intelligence publicly lately. Pol-
itics is dead there. Only thing they are interested in of a foreign nature is Ford’s
and Charlie Chaplin’s trials.

They are near enough to Canada that prohibition is not an issue, and far
enough away from Washington that they don’t care if Upshaw was President.

Yours for outside information,
Will.

217 CHICAGO’S ELECTION SLOGAN
AS MR. ROGERS INTERPRETS IT

HASTINGS, Neb., April 4. — Everybody is excited over who will win the
election in Chicago. The side with the most machine guns will win it.

We send marines to Nicaragua to tell them how to run an election and
send missionaries to China. No wonder we are funny to the rest of the world.

The slogan in Chicago is “Shoot ’em before they can vote.”
Yours for law and order—in China,
Will Rogers.

218 MR. ROGERS FEARS WE’LL START
DEHORSING OUR CAVALRY NEXT

MANHATTAN, Kan., April 5. — Just today visited Fort Riley, our ad-
vanced cavalry school. I saw all the cavalry in Europe, but these boys have got
it on all of them.
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I suppose, though, as soon as we get all our ships sunk at the disarma-
ment conference we will start dehorsing our cavalry.
Yours,
Will.

P. S. — Everybody sit around the radio this evening to hear casualty re-
ports of killed and wounded at Chicago.

219 MAYOR ROGERS IS DOUBTFUL
OF CHICAGO’S BETTER ELEMENT

DES MOINES, Towa, April 6. — Congratulations to the other cowboy
mayor, Bill Thompson of Chicago!

They was trying to beat Bill with the better element vote. The trouble
with Chicago is there ain’t much better element. Reminds me of the time John
W. Davis run on honesty.

There was no shooting in Chicago election day, but it will drop back to
normal right away.
Flew here this morning from Fort Riley, Kansas. Brought and escorted
by real aviators (wish we had a thousand of them).
This is Iowa, the incubator of Southern California.
Mayor Rogers.

220 THOUGHTS BY WILL ROGERS
ON THE PHILIPPINES VETO

MILWAUKEE, Wis., April 7. — See by the papers today that the Philip-
pines wanted just to vote to see if they wanted independence. But we told ’em
“No, you can’t even vote to see if you want it or not, and furthermore we ur-
gently request that you don’t even be seen thinking about it.”

What was that slogan the whole country was shouting just exactly ten
years ago today? Does this sound like it, “Self determination of small nations.”

Yours for memory,
Will.

221 THOUGHTS BY WILL ROGERS
ON NEW VISUAL TELEPHONE

WORTHINGTON, Minn., April 8. — With this new telephone photogra-
phy life has no privacy any more. Suppose your ‘phone bell don’t work, some-
body may be calling you up and looking you over, and you not knowing it.
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And remember, don’t run direct from the bath tub to the telephone. It
also pictures everybody and everything that’s in the room, so why hire a de-
tective, when you can get evidence for a nickel?

We don’t know yet whether it’s a scientific discovery or a Wayne
Wheeler invention. One lucky thing is gin photographs like water.

Yours for the good old days when they couldn’t even tell where you were
when ‘phoning. There will be none installed at Beverly Hills.

The Mayor.

222 WILL ROGERS IN MINNESOTA
SENDS ADVICE TO COOLIDGE

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., April 9. — Just been over today and addressed
the Legislature of the great State of Minnesota. A fellow named Johnson inter-
preted for me. I didn’t go to Norway, Sweden, and Denmark last year. I didn’t
think there was any use as I knew I was going to play here this year.

They are still hollering for farmer’s relief and are trying to throw out
Senator Shaw, who is in the United States Senate, and bring back Magnus John-
son, the best milker that ever hit Capitol Hill.

Mr. Coolidge has been invited here to this State, but if I were him I would
be afraid to come.

Yours,

Will.

223 WILL ROGERS IN CHICAGO
DISCUSSES POLITICS AND CRIME

CHICAGO, Ill., April 10. — Bill Thompson is a fast worker. Elected two
days ago, he decided he would like to start Mayoring about tomorrow. No lame
duck Mayors in this burg. When the votes are counted your hat is waiting. Con-
gress and the Senate ought to do that. Why give ’em six months to repent on
salary? This is the Rogers and Dawes plan.

Yours,

Will.

P. S. — Buried a bandit here yesterday. Had thirty-five thousand dollars’
worth of flowers. It’s the florist that’s backing this crime wave. Undertakers
advertise their high-priced coffins: “Fit for a bandit.” Glorified crime.
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224 WILL ROGERS IS ANXIOUS TO
HELP OUT SOMEHOW IN CHINA

DANVILLE, IlI., April 11. — I hereby offer myself and services to our
Government as the first $1 a year man in our great war to make China cosmo-
politan.

Unselfishly yours,
Will.

P. S. — I will run a railroad or supervise shipbuilding—in fact, any little
errand just to help out.

225 NOVEL PROHIBITION DEBATE
PROPOSED BY WILL ROGERS

VINCENNES, Ind., April 12. — It’s all the rage now to hold a debate on
prohibition, if you can find a crowd drunk enough to pay to hear it.

I hereby challenge Billy Sunday on the subject: “Resolved, That the talk
and arguments used for and against prohibition are worse on the public’s morals
than the drinking.” Billy can take either side, affirmative, negative, progressive
or farmers’ relief.

At the finish we will split 50-50. He can take the decision and I will take
the gate receipts.

Yours for getting this settled by the right people,
Mr. Rogers.

P. S. — Let me hear from this, Billy, over in Aurora, right away. If you
don’t take me, why, Aimee will.

226 WILL ROGERS, DIRT FARMER
SEES NO HOPE IN McNARY PLAN

BEDFORD, Ind., April 13. — Senator McNary of McNary-Haugen farm
relief fame dined at the White House yesterday. McNary says he would like to
be given another chance to draw up another bill. He says he can draw up one
without the objectionable features of the last one. If it eliminates the objec-
tionable features it won’t be any good, for it will eliminate the relief.

A dirt farmer.

Will Rogers.
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227 WILL ROGERS SEES A LESSON
IN AVIATORS’ 51-HOUR RECORD

LAFAYETTE, Ind., April 14. — Hurrah for our aviators that broke the
continuous flight record. Fifty-one hours! That breaks the Arizona Senators’
continuous air record in the last Senate filibuster. That was not a contribution
to science like this was. Theirs was just a tribute to poor Senate rules.

No automobile ever went fifty hours without stopping or refueling or
meeting a train at a grade crossing or something, yet we spend a billion dollars
on good roads for them. Why not a subsidy to commercial aviation? Congress
is waiting two more wars to see if they are practical.

This better make us think. Fifty hours—they can send ’em here from any
nation in Europe.

Regards from George Ade and Purdue.
Will.

228 MR. ROGERS MARVELS AT CERTAIN
ASPIRATIONS OF CLEVELAND, OHIO

CLEVELAND, Ohio, April 15. — Can you imagine? This town of Cleve-
land wants the Republican and Democratic conventions both in 1928.

A town that don’t know any more than that is liable to ask for a sesqui-
centennial. The Republican convention will be held further West, for that’s the
way they are going to relieve the farmers—to let ’em see a convention. And as
for the Democratic one, a sanity test will follow any town purposely asking for
it.

From the Burgomaster of Beverly Hills,

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Cleveland’s new depot has the front finished, but has made no
arrangements about any trains or tracks coming in. If you know of a railroad that
needs a depot, communicate with Cleveland.

229 WILL ROGERS SENDS A COMMENT
ON CHINA AND DISARMAMENT

CLEVELAND, Ohio, April 17. — We are holding another disarmament
conference in Geneva. America and England have to wait every morning till
we get the war news to see if we will have to sink the ship or has China sunk it
for us.

The war correspondent,
Will Rogers.
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230 ROGERS TELLS WHAT HE FINDS
IN GOVERNOR SMITH’S STATEMENT

CLEVELAND, Ohio, April 18. —If you want to read one of the only real
straightforward statements ever issued by a politician, read Al Smith’s, out
today.

He explains that if elected President all Protestants would not be exter-
minated; that even a few of the present Senators would be retained, including
Tom Heflin; that the Knights of Columbus would not replace the Boy Scouts
and Kiwanis; that mass would not replace golf on Sunday morning, and that
those that were fortunate enough to have meat could eat it on Friday.

It’s no compliment to a nation’s intelligence when these things have to
be explained.

The Old Burgomaster of Beverly.

231 VIEWS ON TOLERANCE FROM
THE BURGOMASTER OF BEVERLY

WARREN, Ohio, April 19. — It was amusing this morning to read the
various comments on Al Smith’s statement.

Carmi Thompson, Republican, who was supposed to be so broadminded
he decided the destiny of the Philippine nation, said of the Smith article: “I
haven’t read and don’t intend to read it.”

Congressman Burton, Republican, Ohio, said: “I wouldn’t make any
statement.”

Now which is the narrowest, religious intolerance or political intoler-
ance? Politicians think an umpire’s decision is based on “What will my decision
do for the party.”

The old Burgomaster of Beverly,
Will Rogers.

232 ROGERS ON THE SNYDER TRIAL,
MR. HOOVER AND OTHER TOPICS

PITTSBURGH, Pa., April 10. — All I can see in the papers here today, by
artificial light in the daytime, is that the Snyder murder trial is turning out to be
a typical tabloid affair. They only have one juror and he is a press agent. They
are trying to get eleven more press agents.

Again my judgment has been vindicated by no less a person than Mr.
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Coolidge. He says “Mr. Hoover could fill any Cabinet position.” I go even fur-
ther in my estimation of him. I say he could preside over the Cabinet in a pinch.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — Who said Will Hays’s job was a cinch? Think with what appre-
hension he picks up the paper every morning.

233 SHAKESPEARE AND POLITICS;
A FEW REMARKS BY MR. ROGERS

MORGANTOWN, W. Va., April 21. — This is the home State of John
W. Davis, the last Democratic sacrifice on the altar of “no policy to run on.” No-
tice to Democrats—Get a policy and stick to it, even if it’s wrong.

See by the papers that Mr. Davis is toastmaster tomorrow night at the
Ambassador Hotel, New York, at a dinner to Shakespeare. He is not only the
only West Virginian that would have known anything about Shakespeare, but
the only Presidential candidate we ever had that could call his name without
referring to his notes.

From the old Burgomaster of Beverly,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — Shakespeare is the only author that can play to losing business for
a hundred years and still be known as an author.

234 WILL ROGERS VENTS OPINIONS
AND A PROPHECY ON COOLIDGE

HARRISBURG, Pa., April 22. — I see where the wise guys are going to
try and smoke Mr. Coolidge out with an open letter about how he stands on the
third term.

They can write him till his mail looks like Santa Claus’s, and all they
will have to show for it will be ink on their fingers.

Why should he tell ’em? What would you tell anyone that asked you
what you would be doing Nov. 4 a year and a half from now?

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — The following is not an editorial opinion, because they are always
certain of what they write. This is only a fool’s opinion, but it will be backed
with money, made from being a fool. Coolidge will not only run; but he will win
by so much he won’t even stay up to listen to the count over the radio.

72



Daily Telegrams, Volume 1 1927

235 WILL ROGERS FIGURES RESULT
OF THE PROHIBITION DEBATE

NEW YORK, N.Y., April 24. — Clarence Darrow and Wayne B. Wheeler
debated here last night on prohibition. Darrow won, so the country stays wet.
Wheeler said “The country ought to be dry.” The farmers says “we ought to
have relief.”

Say, I just now saw the movie “The King of Kings.” This is not an ad.
It’s a duty to let you know of it. The only way you could make a greater picture
would be to have a better subject, and I doubt if there will ever be a better sub-
ject during our lifetime than the story of Christ.

A small town Mayor in a big city.

The Burgomaster.
Will Rogers.

236 ROGERS PLEADS THE CAUSE
OF THE FLOOD SUFFERERS

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., April 25. — I don’t believe our people that have
never been around a flood area realize the tremendous need of these sufferers
down on the Mississippi. It’s by far the worst thing that has happened in this
country in years.

A fire don’t start to do the damage that a flood does. We have helped
every nationality in the world. Now we have a chance to help the poorest peo-
ple we have in America, and that is the renter farmer.

Most of the people need help, even when there is no flood, but they have
always been too proud to ask for it. Mr. Ziegfeld has generously given me his
wonderful new theatre in New York City, and I am going to put on my little
one-man dogfight for this great cause next Sunday night. So even if you don’t
like cowboy gum chewers on the stage, come anyway and help out a real cause.

They will get every cent that comes in, if there is nobody there but my
wife—who will have to pay to get in.

The old Burgomaster,

Will Rogers.

237 McCORMACK JOINS WILL ROGERS
TO HELP THE FLOOD SUFFERERS

HIGH POINT, N. C., April 26. — It certainly does pay to have friends.
John McCormack heard that I was giving a benefit performance for the flood
sufferers at Mr. Ziegfeld’s new theatre next Sunday night, and he called me on
the phone just now, from out in Illinois, and said he would come clear in to
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New York to sing; that “he thought it was the greatest need by the largest num-
ber of people of anything that had ever come up.”

Now, outside of being a good fellow, he is not a bad singer. So it will be
“McCormack and Rogers, those two nifty boys in funny songs and sentimen-
tal jokes.” But what the whole country has got to do is wake up and give. These
people are going to need assistance for months.

Actors will help you in every town to give shows and raise money. They
don’t fail. And neither do the people, when they know the need.

Yours,
Will.

238 PRESIDENT COOLIDGE HAS
PARTLY CONVINCED MR. ROGERS

WINSTON-SALEM, N. C., April 27. — Mr. Coolidge said that newspa-
per men should stand by the Administration’s foreign policy.

Now I will admit there has been times when he and I differed on
Nicaragua, Mexico and China, but when I read his angle of it all, why, it
sounded plausible.

They say a smart man changes his mind, but an editorial writer never
does; so I have been convinced that I would rather be wrong with the Admin-
istration than right against it.

The Old Burgomaster of Beverly,

Will Rogers.

239 WILL ROGERS MAKES A PLEA
FOR RIVER FLOOD’S HOMELESS

RICHMOND, Va., April 28. — There’s hundreds of thousands of people
being driven from their homes—homes that won’t be there when they come
back.

These poor people have never harmed a soul or broke a law. Yet Mrs.
Snyder’s picture has occupied more space in some of the papers than the whole
State of Mississippi fighting for its life. There are ten reporters and photogra-
phers at the trial to one at the flood.

Just think of the extra amount of money that could be raised if that array
of special writers, with their various talents for describing dramatic scenes,
could be sent to the flood instead of the trial. There is more heart interest in one
house-top with its little family flowing down the river on it than in all the corset
salesmen in the world.

Yours,
Will.
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240 MR. ROGERS, IN THE SHENANDOAH,
MUSES ON DEMOCRATIC CHANCES

STAUNTON, Va., April 29. — Been traveling today down through the
beautiful Shenandoah Valley of Virginia—and boobs are leaving to see Europe!
Just saw the birthplace of Woodrow Wilson.

They got a great young Governor here they are priming for the Demo-
cratic nomination for President in eight years from now. I am in favor of not
nominating any in the meantime, and by that time the party will have time to
think of an issue.

I tell you, you can’t do nothing until this fellow Coolidge is overtaken by
age.

Yours for travel, weather and political news,

Will Rogers.

241 WILL ROGERS, HERE BY AIRPLANE,
URGES MORE RED CROSS GIVING

NEW YORK, N. Y., May 1. — I just flew in here from Beckley, W. Va.,
where Casey Jones, the famous Curtiss aviator, landed me on the field after just
two hours and twenty minutes from Washington, D. C. They had the big Bel-
lanca plane out on the field and Chamberlin, the pilot, who is to take it to Paris,
took me up in it. It’s a great sample. All we need is thousands of them.

It looks like a big night at our show tonight. McCormack and I are ar-
guing over who will open the show. Mr. Coolidge is going to make another Red
Cross appeal for more funds. Don’t stop at your quota. This is the biggest need

we ever had in this country. Thank you.
Will.

242 WILL ROGERS GIVES THANKS
FOR AID TO HIS FLOOD BENEFIT

NEW YORK, N. Y., May 2. — Well, our benefit turned out fine. We got
$17,950, and more checks still coming in. Want to try to thank everybody from
all over the country that helped out.

Now don’t slack on this stuff because New Orleans is out of danger. That
doesn’t alter the need of those hundreds of thousands of others who will have
to be supported till a crop is raised. My old friend Ring Lardner, along with a
contribution, sent the following suggestion as to how to stop the flood.

“Send out all the levees in New York.”
Yours,
Will.
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243 MR. ROGERS, IN ALBANY, THINKS
AL MIGHT BE INDUCED TO MOVE

ALBANY, N. Y., May 3. — Just speeding along the old Hudson River the
last three hours. I was thinking how many millions and millions of dollars would
be raised overnight if it was out of its banks and doing the same amount of dam-
age that the old Mississippi is.

Makes a lot of difference where a thing happens.

The old bounding Burgomaster,

Will Rogers.

P. S. — This is Albany, the official home of Al Smith, New York’s hered-
itary Governor. Al likes the old place here, but I believe he could be persuaded
to move.

244 WILL ROGERS MUSES A BIT
ON THE HABITS OF ANEW YORKER

NEW HAVEN, Conn., May 4. — I was in Albany, the New York State
Capital, last night. They didn’t know any more news about AL Smith up there
than we do in Claremore, Okla. He hadn’t been there in weeks. You can’t keep
a native New Yorker away from home.

Can you imagine Senator Borah, Nick Longworth, Pat Harrison, Jim
Reed and Tom Heflin having to go to Tammany Hall on Fourteenth street to
confer at a White House breakfast?

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — I am addressing Yale tonight on the subject “Which is More Ben-
eficial to Colleges, Suicide or Football?”

245 MOTHER'’S DAY, NEXT SUNDAY,
GIVES WILL ROGERS AN IDEA

NEW HAVEN, Conn., May 5. — Every edition tells of more levees break-
ing and more people in danger.

This Sunday is Mother’s Day—a beautiful thought, whoever started it.
Now what could please your Mother more, either living or dead, than to mail
one dollar to your nearest Red Cross for the flood sufferers?

Even if you have given, give again, just because it’s in memory of your
mother. Spend one more dollar on our own unfortunates. And if your mother is
living write her and tell her what you have done and that you have enclosed a
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dollar for her. Come on, editorial writers, you ask them to do it.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — And when you write your mother, if you don’t think the shock
will be too great, you might enclose her some money just for a change.

246 ROGERS’S FIRST, LAST AND ONLY
OPINION ON THE SNYDER CASE

PAWTUCKET, R. 1., May 6. — This is my first, last and only opinion on
the brassiere case:

The moral of Gray’s testimony, as I gather it, is that no matter what town
you are in you can get liquor, and the whole mystery of the case, as I see it, is
how did he buy all this liquor on $5,000 a year?

Both parties claim they were tempted by the other. Well, after looking at
pictures of both of them, I have decided that neither one had much resisting
power in the first place.

The tabloid readers are still reading Mrs. Snyder’s testimony. The case
is moving faster than they can read. So long!

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Guess all the sob writers will move over to the Peaches Hempel
case now.

247 THOUGHTS FROM WILL ROGERS
UP IN COOLIDGE’S COUNTRY

MONTPELIER, Vt., May 7. — Well, here I am for the first time up in
“Calvin’s country.” I have passed through here coming down from Canada lots
of times but I never stopped off here. Have had the most beautiful trip today
from Boston on the Central Vermont Railroad up the White River.

I won’t know until tonight how I am going to make out up here with
these Vermonters when I open up with my riddles on “Cal.” Of course they
aren’t so terribly strong for him because he left here and went over to Massa-
chusetts; so about all he ever did for them was to be born here.

If you are doing some motoring this Summer, why, don’t overlook this
part of the country, it is beautiful. Then, you see, you are near enough to Canada
to make it mighty interesting to over 98 per cent of Americans.

There is nothing thickens one like travel.
Yours,
The Mayor.
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248 ROGERS DRAWS A PARALLEL
WITH ROBINSON CRUSOE

NEW YORK, N. Y., May 8. — Mr. Butler, Mr. Coolidge’s Friday, just re-
turned from a reconnoitering tramp over on to the west end of Crusoe Island and
reported to Robinson that from the looks of what had been washed up on the
beach from mishandled Democratic crafts that Crusoe should have plenty to
subsist on for another four years.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — We all would like to see our boys the first to make the Paris flight,
but as the Frenchmen have started they are carrying the good wishes of every-
body over here.

249 WILL ROGERS SAYS TODAY:

SPRINGFIELD, Mass., May 9. — It would be better for American avia-
tion that the French cross first. If we crossed first we would think we done all
that could be done and just stop. Didn’t we invent aeroplanes and then think
after we had invented them that that was all you was supposed to do with them?

Look at that Italian, flew half way around the world, lost his plane and
cabled Mussolini collect. Mussolini shipped him another plane that night, now
he is off again. Picture one of our boys with a burned up plane over in Europe
cabling Coolidge collect. The message would never reach destination. And then
he wouldn’t not only not have a plane to ship him that night or any other night,
but Congress would have to meet and filibuster for two weeks before we could
possibly be able to provide the money to send the boy a ticket home.

European nations might not have our foresight for amassing the dollar,
but they know what altitude of the elements the next war will be held in.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — All power to those two great Frenchmen, but we got boys.

250 ROGERS IN COOLIDGE’S TOWN
AND TAKES A PEEP AHEAD

NORTHAMPTON, Mass., May 10. — Made a speech here in Coolidge’s
home town last night. He was Mayor here one time.

They all said that my speech was as good or better than what he used to
make at the Mayor stage of his career, and the town is no better than Beverly
Hills, or Claremore, so they are kinder predicting here that I might get to live
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off the Government in some capacity some day.
Smith College is here. It’s the college that replaced Princeton on Har-
vard’s schedule when Princeton wouldn’t quit swearing at Harvard on the field.
Yours with a political ear to the ground,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — I guess Hoover will have to go out and find the lost aviators. He
is doing everything else that is being done out of Washington.

251 ROGERS PREDICTS A SOFT
ANSWER TO FRENCH ANGER

BENNINGTON, Vt., May 11.— France is raving at us because the flight
was not a success. What did they expect us to do, move New York over near
them until it was over? I am in favor of us retaliating on France for this ill feel-
ing by blaming them for our farmers’ relief not getting to where it started.

You can bet Nungesser and Coli won’t blame us when they are found.
And they will be found, for they are too game to be lost. They have gone
through hundreds of things worse than this.

It would be a good thing if our boys would fool Paris and go on to Con-
stantinople and land. This only shows you the feeling in those countries the
minute any little thing comes up. Then we have folks that say “Cancel the
debts.”

Yours,
Will.

252 WILL ROGERS WIRES AN OPINION
ON THE SACCO-VANZETTI CASE

BOSTON, Mass., May 12. — I am the only person in Boston who has not
expressed an opinion on the Sacco-Vanzetti case. All [ know is that it should not
take a nation or a State seven years to decide whether anyone committed a crime
or not. It’s a good thing they were young men when the crime was committed,
otherwise they wouldn’t live long enough for justice to make up its mind.

The Mayor in the cradle of liberty.

Will.

253 MELLON HAS DONE PRETTY WELL
ON NOTES MR. ROGERS RECALLS

RUTLAND, Vt., May 13. — Have just been reading some English pa-
pers commenting on Secretary Mellon’s attitude toward the note they sent him
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about the debts. Fine chance England has of getting the better of Mellon on
notes. That’s how he got what he has now—out of notes. Notes are one of the
best things he handles.
Yours,
Will.

P. S. — I am tired of reading about “our town has reached its quota of
flood relief funds.” There isn’t any quota! A new break is reported every day and
thousands more are in need. If you were hungry and some one gave you a sand-
wich would you have your quota? Can that quota gag and keep on working!

254 MR. ROGERS HAS DISCOVERED
WHY CHINESE DISLIKE US

PROVIDENCE, R. 1., May 15. — When American diplomacy gets
through messing us around over in China, I can tell them what has caused this
hate of us over there. It’s our missionaries who have been trying to introduce
“chop suey” into China. China didn’t mind them eating it there, but when they
tried to call it a Chinese dish that’s what made them start shooting at us.

Yours for corn bread, chitlins and turnip greens.
Mr. Rogers.
P. S. — This is Rhode Island, the place where half their Legislature went

out of the State and hid one time, and the State never run better in its life than
it did then.

255 WILL ROGERS REVEALS A SURE
DRAWING CARD FOR LECTURES

ONEONTA, N. Y., May 16. — When I am playing in a town and it looks
like there is not going to be much of a house, I announce through the papers that
that night I will read passages from “Elmer Gantry,” the Baptist sheik, and the
house will be packed with Methodist and Presbyterian women. Old Elmer sure
had It.

Yours,

Will.

256 WILL ROGERS HAILS THE NEWS
THAT BOOTLEGGERS MUST PAY

BRATTLEBORO, Vt., May 17. — The biggest news that has hit the fi-
nancial section of this country was yesterday, when the Supreme Court of the
United States ruled that a bootlegger had to pay income tax.
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We ought to have our national debt paid in a couple of years now. If he
is a married bootlegger he can charge oft $3,500 for his wife and $200 for every
baby bootlegger in the family.

He is also allowed to charge off his payment to revenue officers and for
all loss from breakage and explosions.

Yours for the latest news,
Will Rogers.

257 ROGERS ADMIRES COOLIDGE
FOR HIS “PRETTY LANGUAGE”

PITTSFIELD, Mass., May 18. — Calvin Coolidge doesn’t say much, but
look how pretty he writes. This was his message yesterday to the medical soci-
ety.

“As human beings gain in individual perfection so the world will gain in
social perfection, and we may hope to come into an era of right thinking and
right living, of good will and of peace, in accordance with the teachings of the
Great Physician.”

Gee! That sounds like one of those birthday greeting cards. With those
beautiful thoughts there must have been a third term breaking through the cloud.

Yours in appreciation of beautiful language, even if it doesn’t mean any-
thing—but those old doctors sure ate it up.

Will Rogers.

258 WILL ROGERS NOTES A POINT
OF DIFFERENCE WITH CHINA

HARTFORD, Conn., May 19. — We are still trying to make China see
things our way, even if their eyes are not shaped like ours.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

259 NO JOKES FROM ROGERS
TILL LINDBERGH ARRIVES

CONCORD, N. H., May 20. — No attempt at jokes today. A slim, tall,
bashful, smiling American boy is somewhere out over the middle of the At-
lantic Ocean, where no lone human being has ever ventured before. He is being
prayed for to every kind of Supreme Being that has a following. If he is lost it
will be the most universally regretted single loss we ever had. But that kid ain’t
going to fail, and what could be better to celebrate his arrival than another do-
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nation to over 600,000 of our very own, that are not even fortunate enough to
be flying over water, but have to stand huddled upon the banks and look into it
as it washes away their lifetime’s work.

They didn’t even have enough to buy a paper to know that he had gone.
Nothing would please him better than for you to help them in his honor, for he
comes from the banks of the Mississippi, and he knows what it can do.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

260 THE MORAL WILL ROGERS DRAWS
FROM LINDBERGH’S GREAT FEAT

NEW YORK, N. Y., May 22. — Of all things that Lindbergh’s great feat
demonstrated, the greatest was to show us that a person could still get the en-
tire front pages without murdering anybody.

Nobody knows what he will do now, but he has had an invitation to re-
turn to America and address the regular weekly luncheon of the Kiwanis Club
of Claremore, Okla.

Boy, that Prince of Wales better not appear in the same crowd as this
bird and expect anybody to look at him.

One of his ardent admirers,

Will Rogers.

261 WILL ROGERS MOURNS THE LACK
OF DEMOCRATS IN MAINE

PORTLAND, Me., May 23. — I am in Maine for the first time. Now I
have showed in every State, this year, including New Hampshire.

Maine is beautiful now and Portland is a great old town. Fine harbor that
used, in the good old days, to harbor not only some great lumber fleets, but
some Democrats. Short-sightedness has killed off both industries, Maine is and
will be more so a very historic State, being the first State that ever broke a pro-
hibition law. This town will be pointed out in years to come as the home of the
original American bootlegger.

Yours for historical and human interest stuff,

Will.

P. S. — Daily Lindbergh item: Lindbergh is the greatest American since
Theodore Roosevelt, and that statement don’t belong in a joke column either.

82



Daily Telegrams, Volume 1 1927

262 HOW TO REWARD LINDBERGH;
IDEAS FROM WILL ROGERS

BOSTON, Mass., May 24. — There is a hundred and twenty million peo-
ple in America all ready to tell Lindbergh what to do. The first thing we want
to get into our heads is that this boy is not our usual type of hero that we are used
to dealing with. He is all the others rolled into one and then multiplied by ten,
and his case must be treated in a more dignified way.

In the first place, the Government should reward him handsomely with
a life pension and a high position in our Government aviation program. Second,
instead of us paying money to see him on the stage or screen (where he don’t
belong), take that admission money and make it into a national testimonial that
will provide a fund for he and his mother for life. Let him have his entire time
open to assist aviation, then he will be a blessing to us and not a side show.

We don’t ask our retiring Presidents to go into vaudeville and we would
resent it if they did. England don’t allow their Prince of Wales to go on paid ex-
hibitions. Well, this lad is our biggest national asset. He is our Prince and our
President combined, and I will personally play benefits for him the rest of my
life to keep him from having to make exhibitions out of himself. We only get
one of these in a lifetime.

Yours, one of the hundred million advisers,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — And listen: While waiting to do something to honor Lindbergh,
make another contribution to the flood. That will please him more than any-
thing you could do. Six hundred thousand are being fed and cared for by the
public. It’s our worst calamity in our lifetime.

263 ROGERS ON THE BLACK HILLS
AS COOLIDGE VACATION GROUND

GLENS FALLS, N. Y., May 25. — The President is going to the Black
Hills of Dakota.

Everybody in the West that does anything and wants to hide out until the
thing blows over, goes into the Black Hills. He won’t be as bad as some that will
be in there, but he will be waiting for more to blow over than any one in “them
thar Hills.”

Yours,
Will.

P. S. — Another levee broke today; another hundred thousand standing on
the banks. Don’t forget that when you eat your big dinner and sleep in a nice dry
bed tonight.

&3



1927 Daily Telegrams, Volume 1

264 FRANCE TAUGHT US, ROGERS
SAYS, TO APPRECIATE LINDBERGH

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va., May 26. — I see where Mr. Coolidge says
“Lindbergh’s feat grows on him.” I wonder, if we should really be honest with
ourselves, wouldn’t we admit over here that the way France has appreciated
the feat and honored him had something to do with waking us up to its real im-
portance. You know they appreciate good aviation and know it when they see
1t.

We didn’t offer him any U. S. cruiser the day after he landed there. We
didn’t talk of all these things we were going to do until after France showed us
how. Give them a little credit. Yours,

Will Rogers.

265 WILL ROGERS SENDS OUT
ANOTHER FLOOD APPEAL

BLUEFIELD, W. Va., May 27. — So many prominent Frenchmen have
been kissing “Lindy” on both cheeks that it will be worth seeing when he meets
Cal. If Coolidge and Jimmy Walker kiss him, they will have to stand on a stool.

I hate to keep digging on it, but we still have 600,000 of our own whose
homes are now floating toward Nicaragua. We can’t seem to get the Govern-
ment interested in them financially. I wish you would send some checks to the
Red Cross of New Orleans. I am going there next Wednesday night, June 1, to
give a benefit, and it already has more money assured than any one given in any
part of the country. Why? Because they are right there and they know the needs
of the people.

If 600,000 people had lost their all and were being fed by charity in the
East they would raise fifty millions in a day. Come on, let’s help them, even if
they are not Armenians. They can’t help it because of their nationality.

I will tell you about it when I get down there.

Yours,
Will.

266 WILL ROGERS PASSES COMMENT
ON FLOOD, LINDBERGH AND KINGS

NEW YORK, N. Y., May 29. — Didn’t I tell you Saturday that there were
600,000 people needing help? And that it would take more money than they
had asked for? Now today Mr. Hoover says there are 700,000, and he is asking
for only 2,000,000 more dollars. This whole thing has been underestimated
from the start. Why not ask for some real sum? It couldn’t be too high. Re-

84



Daily Telegrams, Volume 1 1927

member Wednesday night to send a check to the New Orleans Red Cross. We
want to break all records at that benefit.

Will.

P. S. —That Lindbergh is certainly showing up the diplomats in knowing
what to say. No diplomat wrote any of his speeches. They haven’t been able to
think up any that good for themselves. He hit it right yesterday with the King
of the Belgians. I suppose when he meets King George tomorrow he will say
“Glad to meet you; I have heard quite a bit of your eldest son.”

267 WILL ROGERS NOTES A CLEAN TOWN
AND COMMENTS ON THE NEWS

HERSHEY, Pa., May 30. — If I knew your address I would send you
some fine chocolates. This is the cleanest and best run town I ever saw. It is run
and operated entirely by Mr. Hershey, the most modest and the greatest phi-
lanthropist of any man in America.

The Jess Livermores held a social robbery at their beautiful home on
Long Island last night. Evidently every one attending were members of the same
set.

On my way to New Orleans tonight for the benefit. Send some money.
The flood proper has not reached Southern Louisiana. Kick in with this other
two million, and if Hoover didn’t ask for enough I will let you know.

Yours,
Will.

268 MR. ROGERS MUSES ON SPEECHES
BY LINCOLN AND BY OTHERS

ATLANTA, Ga., May 31. — Another Decoration Day passed and Mr.
Abraham Lincoln’s 300-word Gettysburg Address was not dethroned. I would
try and imitate its brevity if nothing else. Of course, Lincoln had the advan-
tage; he had no foreign policy message to put over. He didn’t even have a for-
eign policy. That’s why he is still Lincoln.

Yours for shorter and better speeches,

Will.
P. S. — The Government has advised Lindbergh to come home.

We are afraid that every nation that treats him good will want something
off their debt.
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269 ROGERS FINDS NEW ORLEANS
OUR MOST APPRECIATIVE CITY

NEW ORLEANS, La., June 1. — I thought they had mistaken me for
Lindbergh here today. This is without doubt the most appreciative city I have
ever seen.

This whole valley’s appreciation to all the rest of the United States is
wonderful. I am not going to tell you about the show and how much we got
until tomorrow, but it will beat any benefit given for the cause anywhere.
Thanks to friends from all over America for checks.

Hoover has done a wonderful work down here. Tomorrow I am flying all
over the new part where the water has broken through and is still rising. Just saw
today the cut they made to save the city and saw the refugees. If you could see
this you would double your donations.

Remember, we are a million and a half shy yet.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

270 ROGERS IN FLOOD ZONE, SAW
MORE WATER THAN LINDBERGH

BATON ROUGE, La., June 2. — I have flew over more water today than
Lindbergh did, only this had housetops sticking out of it.

New Orleans broke the record with their benefit last night. Forty-eight
thousand dollars! That’s more than double any other one given, anywhere. They
know the needs of it here.

Want to tell you more about it and who all sent checks in an early Sun-
day article. Thanks everybody.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — See where Cal Coolidge won the first political skirmish from Al
Smith. Lindbergh is landing in Washington before New York.

271 WILL ROGERS VISUALIZES
FLOOD VICTIMS’ HOME-COMING

SPRINGFIELD, Mo., June 3. — On my way home to Oklahoma. What’s
happier, especially if people have forgot what you used to be?

Flew over hundreds of miles yesterday and saw the advance guard of
700,000 people returning home. Home to what? To a great, big, flat mud-hole.
No houses, no barns, no fences, no plows, no seed, no work, no stock, no stoves.
What a home-coming!
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Also yesterday received personal telegram from John Barton Payne, the
head of the Red Cross, America’s great possession, in which he made this amaz-
ing statement:

“We are still a million and a half short of our quota.”

Remember that there has been a new quota set for you in the last week,
so get busy. What did we rescue them for? So they would have the pleasure of
starving later?

Will Rogers.

272 CALLING LINDBERGH “LUCKY”
AROUSES WILL ROGERS’S IRE

CLAREMORE, Okla., June 5. —I hate societies. That’s what’s the mat-
ter with this country now. It is societied to death. But I would like to organize
one, and will even go so far as to be sponsor for it.

It is called the Society to Boycott Any Newspaper in America That Has
as a Headline or Allows to Be Used in the Article the Word “Lucky” in Regard
to Mr. Lindbergh’s Name. It’s the politest way of lessening the glory of his feat
that they could possibly think up.

The only requirement necessary to belong to my society is that you write
to your editor and tell him why you didn’t buy the paper that day.

Yours,

Will.
P. S. — This is Claremore, Okla., a town in physique but a city at heart.

Another P. S. — Through mistake in printing figures the paper reported
eighty thousand raised at New Orleans benefit. It was forty-eight thousand.

273 WILL ROGERS SET TO BE FIRST
TO CROSS ATLANTIC BY BRIDGE

DODGE CITY, Kan., June 6. — Three weeks ago Sunday I was up with
Chamberlin in this same plane. If [ had known he was thinking about taking an
outsider over I would have joined out myself. Then I would have been the first
scared comedian to go over.

He is a fine, modest young man—another Lindbergh—and a great avi-
ator, too. That he didn’t jump weeks ago was no fault of his. He was the victim
of rows and fusses in which he had no part.
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Don’t take any of the credit away from him because he was just the sec-
ond one over. Say, the second plane can drop in that ocean just as easy as the
first.

Well, never mind, I will be the first one to go over on a bridge.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — T am on the crack California train going West. There are several
moving picture promoters on here that are just like Chamberlin—"“they are just
going on till their gas runs out.”

274 COUPLA QUIPS BY WILL ROGERS
ON TOPICS IN CURRENT NEWS

WINSLOW, Ariz., June 7. — I guess if Mr. Coolidge ever vetoes a movie
relief bill he will have to spend the following Summers in Hollywood.

Water is going down in the Mississippi Valley and the politicians are
coming up now.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. —Home to Beverly to collect the taxes and see Pola’s new husband.

275 ROGERS TELLS THE PROPER TIME
FOR PREACHING PROHIBITION

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., June 8. — See where Mr. McAdoo made a pro-
hibition address to a graduating class down in Tennessee. It’s too late to preach
prohibition to them when they are graduating. It’s when they go into long pants
and short dresses that’s the time to get at “em.

Yours, the homing Mayor.
Will.

P. S. — The old town here looks fine. I never saw the jail as empty.

276 MR. ROGERS POURS HIS SCORN
ON MEN WHO THINK THEY KNOW

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., June 9. — There are two types of men in the
world that I feel sincerely sorry for. One is the fellow that thinks he “knows
women,” and the other is the one that is always saying “I know the Mississippi
River.”
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The Bolsheviks used to sponsor bomb throwing. That’s when they were
doing the throwing. Now that they are on the receiving end, it’s inhuman.
Yours, the Mayor on the job,
Will.

P. S. — Will H. Hays is here supervising production and divorces.

277 MAYOR ROGERS SUGGESTS
A NEW CAREER FOR LINDBERGH

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., June 10. — I know Lindbergh has had all kinds
of offers, but has he ever had an offer to be a Democrat?

He may be one. People who do strange and unusual things generally are.
If he will run for the Democratic Presidency it will release for more or less prac-
tical work Al Smith, McAdoo and eighty-eight others. Then when Cal is sum-
mering with the farmers, let Lindy summer at Newport among people whose
votes really count.

My only interest is in having elections competitive again.

Mayor Will.

278 TRANSOCEAN FLIGHTS BRING OUT
A NEW LESSON FOR WILL ROGERS

HOLLYWOQOD, Cal., June 12. — I don’t think people have realized yet
the most important thing these ocean flights have brought out, and that is the
quicker transporting of our marines to other people’s wars.

In the last year transportation has held us back, sometimes a week or so
late. But with airplanes there’s no excuse. So our slogan will be now: “Have
your civil wars wherever and as far away as you want, but on the opening day
we will be there.”

If Lindy will come here I will be glad to show him Mary Pickford’s
home.

The Burgomaster,
Will Rogers.

279 WILL ROGERS SENDS A WORD OF
CONSOLATION TO DEMOCRATS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., June 13. — Democrats should never complain
again. I thought they were worse off than anybody, but they are not. Look what

&9



1927 Daily Telegrams, Volume 1

happens in Russia to the party that criticizes their Government. Over here they
are condemned—but not to death.

Yours,

The Busy Mayor.

P. S. — We are just sitting here in California right now doing nothing. Just
waiting for two things—Lindy and Henry Ford’s new model.

280 THOUGHTS FROM WILL ROGERS
ON NATIONAL DISARMAMENT

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., June 14. — They sure are disarming fast at the
disarmament conference in Geneva. Japan insists on being allowed to have a
navy equal to ours. I sometimes wonder if Mr. Coolidge does take these con-
ferences seriously.

For two weeks last Summer [ sat at Geneva and listened to one argument
on disarmament, and if I could reproduce it on the stage I would have a better
show than Ziegfeld ever had. Of all the fool things that we go into (and we
don’t miss any) why, these disarmament conferences will go down as the prize.

No nation can tell another nation how little it shall protect itself.

The Burgomaster.

281 WILL ROGERS FINDS WE HAVEN’T
QUITE A CORNER ON DEMOCRACY

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., June 15. — Our President left for a quiet vaca-
tion with twelve carloads of cameramen, reporters, cooks, valets, maids, butlers,
doctors, military and naval attaches. I saw King George when he left Bucking-
ham Palace in London last Summer for his vacation, and you could have put all
he and Mary both had in a Ford truck.

We ain’t got exactly what you would call a corner on democracy.

Will.

P. S. — A stomach ache which the Mayor inherited from the last Admin-
istration was erroneously reported in the press today as nervous indigestion. It
has been found to be nothing but the effects of home cooking. I’ve started eat-
ing in a different restaurant every meal now, and my stomach thinks [ am in a
different town every day, so I am back to normal again. Thanks for wires. One
doctor thought I had had a prosperous enough season to call a bellyache ap-
pendicitis.
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282 FORTHCOMING OPERATION
A JOKE TO WILL ROGERS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., June 16. — Here is where the joke writers and
everybody get even with me.

When the doctors found it was not appendicitis, knowing me personally,
they said it must be gall or cholelithiasis. So I am in the California Hospital,
where they are going to relieve me of surplus gall, much to the politicians’ de-
light.

I am thrilled to death. Never had an operation, so let the stones fall where

they may.
Will Rogers.

283 ROGERS IN HOSPITAL, ENVIES
ONLY REBECCA, PET RACCOON

CALIFORNIA HOSPITAL, 11 o’clock Friday morning, June 17. —
When you lay in a bed you naturally feel sorry for yourself. Then you get to
thinking of other people and how bad off they are.

So right now I can’t think of a soul that I would change places with, ex-
cept Rebecca, Coolidge’s pet raccoon. Who would have ever thought that coon
would get to summer in the Black Hills?

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Well, here comes the wagon. I do hope my scar will not suffer in
size with other, older and more experienced scars.

284 JUST A LINE FROM WILL ROGERS
ON HIS BED IN THE HOSPITAL

CALIFORNIA HOSPITAL, HOLLYWOOD, Cal., June 19. —
“Relax — lay perfectly still, just relax.”

Will Rogers.

NOTE — Mr. Rogers was operated on in the California Hospital on Fri-
day and last night was reported to be making steady progress toward recovery.
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285 ROGERS HEARS FROM PRESIDENT
AND HE ‘DOES APPRECIATE IT’

CALIFORNIA HOSPITAL, LOS ANGELES, Cal., June 21. — I got this
today:

Executive Office

Rapid City, S. D.

June 20, 1927 Mr. Will Rogers, Beverly Hills, Calif.:

I am sincerely sorry to hear of your illness and trust that your recovery
may be speedy and complete.

Calvin Coolidge.

Well, I certainly do appreciate that. It was mighty thoughtful, and I hope
he and that wonderful wife have a wonderful Summer.

And I got lovely wires from Senators Borah, Jim Reed, Pat Harrison and
Capper; also Alice and Nick and all my friends. Everybody that I make a liv-
ing kidding about seemed to be watching for some turn in my illness.

People couldn’t have been any nicer to me if [ had died.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — If an automobilist has lost two inner tubes, if he will communi-
cate with me he will learn something to his advantage.

286 MR. ROGERS EXTENDS HIS OWN
INVITATION TO COL. LINDBERGH

CALIFORNIA HOSPITAL, LOS ANGELES, Cal., June 22. — Every
town in the world is urging Lindbergh to come there and be entertained, to make
speeches and drive for hours through cheering crowds. In other words, they ab-
solutely guarantee that he will be all in when he leaves their town.

As down-and-out Mayor of the “best little town” between Los Angeles
and Sawtelle, I hereby officially write Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh to visit
Beverly Hills, and guarantee we will give him no parades, he is to make no
speeches, thank us for no medals and attend no privately arranged parties.

We just want him to come and buy a lot.

His Honor Will Rogers.

P. S. — Just saw the scar. If they charge by the inch, that operation will
be the serious one.

P. S. — Harry Carr—I want to thank you—you know us joke fellows don’t
get many thanks for nice things we sometimes say about people and I sho’ want
to thank you.
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287 WILL ROGERS COMMENTS ON
TENDERNESS FOR THE WORM

CALIFORNIA HOSPITAL, LOS ANGELES, Cal., June 23. — The West
sho’ has tamed. The Society for the Protection of Single and Unmatured Worms
won’t let Calvin load his hook with one.

Next they’ll be requiring an anesthetic be given the fish. Why, anybody
that knows Cal knows he wouldn’t harm a fish or a worm.

Besides, who knows when they will grow up and have a vote? Stranger
things are voting now.
Yours,
Will.

288 WILL ROGERS MUSES A BIT
ON A WORLD OF OPERATIONS

LOS ANGELES, Cal., June 24. — One half the world may not know how
the other half lives, but if all the letters and telegrams I get are not liars, I can
tell you what the other half have been operated on for.

They have sewed me up with so much cat I am having a back fence built
at home and will use that instead of a bed.

Yours, the howling Mayor,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — I guess I am not missing anything by being laid up because all of
my prominent friends have left town any how waiting for the grand jury in-
dictments.

289 WILL ROGERS SEES ONLY ONE WAY
TO HAVE A NAVY IN THESE DAYS

LOS ANGELES, Cal., June 26. — Didn’t I tell you what would happen
at that disarmament conference? The reason the Washington one did anything
at all was because we did all the sinking. England is not going to sit quietly
around a table and agree to let somebody have as big a navy as hers. You don’t
get navies that way.

There is about only one practical way of getting a navy nowadays. That
is to go out and build one.

Will Rogers.
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290 WILL ROGERS TELLS ABOUT
A RECENT MOVIE WEDDING

LOS ANGELES, Cal., June 27. — Rod La Rocque and Vilma Banky, the
popular movie stars, were married in one of my churches in Beverly yesterday.

Sam Goldwyn, producer of the wedding, called me up and said he
thought it would be a good publicity idea to hold it in a church. I said: “What
denomination, Sam?” He replied, “Oh, any kind, just so it has a steeple high
enough to pick up in the picture.”

The novelty everybody experienced in the church was the big kick of
the wedding.
Will Rogers.

P. S. —Tknew [ would get in somehow on these transatlantic flights. I just
today booked a great-grandson to go over with Commander Byrd.

291 MR. ROGERS PENS A FEW NOTES
ON HIS OPERATION AND OTHERS

LOS ANGELES, Cal., June 28. — I didn’t know it at the time, but every
old friend that I would lose track of for a while I know now where they were;
they were having the same operation as mine. If you would place all our scars
end to end it would make a cute strawberry pink line that would take six hours
to pass a given point.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — They did not remove my gall bladder as they did not want to elim-
inate all chances of my entering politics.

292 WILL ROGERS DISCUSSES
THE BYRDS AND THEIR RECORD

LOS ANGELES, Cal., June 29. — Say, this Byrd family is going to put
old Virginia on the map where she used to be during Washington and Jefferson
time. You want to look up their history. It reads like a romance.

Just a bunch of old Virginia country boys. Yet they, every one, have done
something great. One is Governor of Virginia now, who will be Democratic
nominee for President in 1932. As sure as my scar itches.

Will Rogers.
P. S. — Oh, Lord! Here she comes with the castor oil again.
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293 MR. ROGERS FINDS SAFE FLIERS
ANYTHING BUT SCARCE HERE

LOS ANGELES, Cal., June 30. — All an American aviator has to do these
days is to have a helmet, put in some extra gas and two chicken sandwiches
and be met next day by the Mayor of Honolulu or Paris or Berlin or Shanghai.
The tough part nowadays with aviation is to think up some place to go.

I always told you we have the aviators. Just give them the planes. I have
flown in the past year with at least a dozen boys whom I wouldn’t be afraid to
start to Siberia with.

Will Rogers.

294 ROGERS KNOWS HOW IT FEELS
TO HAVE YOUR RADIO GO BAD

LOS ANGELES, Cal., July 1. — Wasn’t it great about Commander Byrd
and his gang landing safe?

Don’t tell Mrs. Byrd, but my nurse says he is better looking than Lind-
bergh. I can imagine how humiliated he was when his radio went on the bum.
Mine went fluey during the ninth inning of a tied world series game, and |
wished I had had an ocean to drop it into. Yours,

Will.

P. S. — Lost my last tube today and have no interior mechanical connec-
tion with the outside world. In fact I’ve lost my outside aerial.

295 WILL ROGERS, OUT OF HOSPITAL,
SUGGESTS NEW ‘NON-STOP FLIGHT’

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., July 3. — I will give $500 for the first Ford car
“non-stop flight” from Claremore, Okla., to Beverly Hills, Cal., or vice versa,
whichever way yours runs better, east or west.

Remember, no stops for gas, oil, red lights, trains or loose-armed traffic
cops. You can come alone like Lindy or you can have a Levine, just so you keep
coming.

This is for scientific purposes. I would have offered more, but after the
operation! Yours,

The Returned Mayor,
Will.
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296 FOURTH OF JULY REFLECTIONS
BY THE SAGE OF BEVERLY HILLS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 4. — Well, this is the Fourth of July and
my kids popping these giant crackers haven’t been any great patriotic solace to
my old battle scarred tummy.

This is Coolidge’s and Georgie Cohan’s birthday. Georgie writes his
country’s songs and Calvin writes its speeches. Georgie started out waving a
flag and Cal the ballot. Shows you which one will get you the farthest.

I was born on Nov. 4, which is election day, and if it hadn’t been for elec-
tion day there would have been no Coolidge in the Black Hills. My birthday has
made more men and sent more back to honest work than any other days in the
year.

At that, I wish both of them well. They are both good kids, even if they
do both talk with a whine.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

297 MR. ROGERS HAS HIS OWN FLIGHT,
WITH TERMINUS IN BEVERLY

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 5. — Dozens of inquiries by wire want to
know if this non-stop Ford flight from Claremore to Beverly Hills, or vice versa,
is on the level. It certainly is.

I will deposit the five hundred with any reputable man. The only trouble,
since the Julian oil scandal, we have no reputable man here. You can come
straight across or follow the great circle by the way of Newfoundland. You can
steer by dead reckoning or telephone book. You can receive weather reports on
fog, mud or sheriff’s attachments.

It must be between these two cities, no other trip will get a nickel.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

298 MR. ROGERS’S VIEWS ON CHINA
AND THE GENEVA CONFERENCE

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 6. — The war in China seems to be about
over. Neither side could read the names in the casualty list. When you can’t
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read the names in the papers, there ain’t much use killing anybody, when no-
body knows who you killed.

Yours,
Will.

P. S. — Two more disarmament conferences and there won’t be enough
ocean to hold all the cruisers they all want to build.

299 MR. ROGERS LIKES MR. COOLIDGE
IN ‘THOSE COWBOY CLOTHES’

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 7. — Calvin sho’ does look good in those
cowboy clothes. I never liked him in that yachting cap. And that old Mother
Hubbard apron that they had him pitching hay in, for the pictures, up in Vermont
that time, was terrible.

But those chaps will sure bring out the dude rancher vote. If he keeps on
taking on all these mannish ways, why it looks like the old mechanical horse is
liable to be for sale.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — The Fords are lining up in Claremore to run for the $500.

300 MR. ROGERS ALSO AOLOGIZES,
BUT WITH RESERVATIONS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 8. —I certainly was glad to read Mr. Henry
Ford’s statement this morning in the papers in regard to the Jewish people. It
was a fine thing for a big man to do. it takes big men to admit a fault publicly,
and it has been a lesson to me.

From now on I am going to lay off the Republicans. I have never had
anything against them as a race. I realize that, out of office, they are just as hon-
est as any other class and they have a place in the community that would have
to be taken by somebody. So I want to apologize for all that I have said about
them and henceforth will have only a good word to say of them.

Mind you, I am not going to say anything about them, but that is not
going to keep me from watching them.

Yours, the repentant Mayor,

Will.
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301 MR. ROGERS ON MOTOR PLANS
AND MOVIE DEVELOPMENTS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., July 10. — It don’t make much difference now
whether Mr. Ford ever announces the specifications of his new car. They can be
built like an ox cart and they will sell. He has all his small old customers back
again.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — Lasky announced a 10 per cent cut in movie stars’ salaries. That
reminded the Government of cutting, so they announced that there would be a
small 100 per cent cut in Lasky’s theatre building program.

302 WILL ROGERS THINKS IRELAND
STILL ALL RIGHT FOR TOURISTS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 11. -1 knew that Vice President of Ireland
that was murdered very well. He was a fine, able, conscientious man. I picked
him then as one of the coolest, nerviest customers I ever met.

Hope this don’t stir up trouble for Ireland, for they were just coming
along fine. Tourists, don’t miss it this Summer. If you do, you will miss more
real hospitality and scenery than in any country in Europe. Yours,

The Conversing and Convalescing Mayor.

P. S. — Say, the Anti-Saloon League was about to let Calvin and Andy
Mellon out, there one time. Guess they would have put Wayne B. Wheeler in
as President and Billy Sunday as Secretary of the Treasury.

303 OBSERVATIONS BY MR. ROGERS
ON ANGLING IN SOUTH DAKOTA

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 12. — They don’t no more than stop Cal
fishing with worms than he goes out with flies and catches even more. If they
stop his using flies, why, he is getting so Western that he is just liable to pull out
his .44 and shoot a flock of fish, or take down his old lariat and four-foot enough
for dinner. There’s no stopping the man. He is a modern Roosevelt.

Yours, a fisherman with a seine,
The Mayor.

P. S. —Judge Ben Lindsey is in Hollywood. His companionable marriage
idea created no stir there at all. The idea is as old and commonplace out here as
traffic lights.
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304 ROGERS NOTES AN INVASION
OF FORDS FROM OKLAHOMA

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 13. — Say, stop that Ford-Claremore-
Beverly Hills flight. They are coming in here from Oklahoma so thick we can’t
see the movie stars for Oklahoma Fords.

Every time I hear a noise outside I know it is another Ford car. They have
made some great time. They have come over 1,800 miles in around three days
and nights.

I will be careful with my jokes after this. It’s costing me more to joke
than I get for them. So if there are any more Fords coming please turn back. Im-
ploringly,

The Mayor-

305 WILL ROGERS ACKNOWLEDGES
HIS RED CROSS LIFE MEMBERSHIP

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 14. — Today I got my official document
from the Red Cross headquarters of being made a life member. Well, sir, [ am
just crazy about it for two reasons.

One, of course, is that it is the greatest organization in the United States
(including the world). I think it’s greater than the Republican Party (including
Government salaries). But the other reason is it looks like a diploma.

You know I never had any kind of diploma. I never finished from any-
thing. I always did want something that looked important. I never even had an
oil share.

I waited all these years to get something to frame. And if Congress don’t
help the Mississippi Valley this next term I will devote my few remaining years
to telling the truth about them.

Yours,
Will.

P. S. — The pay season on Oklahoma Fords entering Beverly Hills is
closed, sine die, positively.

306 FIGHT, BUT DON’T CONFER, SAYS
ROGERS, FEELING ENCOURAGED

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 15. — This morning lots of people will feel
discouraged over the disastrous ending of this disarmament conference without
doing anything. But I don’t.

I think it was the most successful conference we ever attended. It’s the
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only one where we lost nothing, promised to give up nothing. It’s the first one
in our history where we come out as strong as we went in. If we would just do
nothing at all of them, I wouldn’t mind us attending them.

And the minute these other nations find we have nothing to give up, why
they will gradually quit holding them, and with no international conferences
the world would be peaceful and perfect.

That’s where they learn to hate each other, is at the conferences. So, hur-
rah, we are back home without the loss of a boat.

Fight, if necessary, but don’t confer.
Yours,
Bill.

307 ROGERS CREDITS BEST LAUGH
OF THE DAY TO WILL H. HAYS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., July 17. — Today’s best laugh was by my old
friend, Will H. Hays, who said films are made in Hollywood by the best
thoughts of the real thinking people of all nations.

Bless your heart, Bill. If you get away with that you could be campaign
manager for a Democrat President, and have him elected. That’s the height of
ability.

Mind you, I am not kicking on the statement, for it gives Ben Turpin,
myself and Bull Montana about our highest rating.

Yours,
Will.

P. S. — If people are dying in the East by suffocation as bad as the Los
Angeles papers state, then there is no use me sending this dispatch to my East-
ern papers, as there is none of you living to read it.

308 MR. ROGERS FINDS OUR STRATEGY
COMMENDABLE IN NICARAGUA

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 18. — I see where our bombing planes
down in Nicaragua bagged fifty natives yesterday.

The natives put up a pretty good fight. They threw rocks and knives at
the planes, but our forces were too cunning for them. They wouldn’t fly low
enough to be hit.

Strategy has won many a war and it may pull us through this one.
Yours,
Will.
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309 WILL ROGERS REMARKS:

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 19. — See where they’ve been making raids
on all the new bootleggers at the new summer capital at Rapid City. Of course,
we all know Cal is dry every way, but it’s the men that are associated with him
that have to drink.

Will Rogers.

310 WILL ROGERS GIVES HIS IDEA
OF THE COMING PRIZE FIGHT

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 20. — Sporting writers have been so uni-
versally wrong about every big prize fight that all they are saying this time is
“if this happens” and “if that happens.” They are afraid to trust their judgment
by announcing where the fight will be held for fear they might be wrong. The
winner will be the one that will draw the most money with Tunney.

Tex Rickard can sell you tickets for that fight now with the names of the
fighters on it.

Yours,
Will.

311 THOUGHTS ON MONARCHIES
BY MAYOR ROGERS OF BEVERLY

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 21. — When they crowned the little King
Michael yesterday over in Rumania the only words he uttered were: “Come on
mamma, let’s go home. [ am hungry.”

That’s the truest words ever uttered by a King, for the best thing they do
is eat. However, I saw the movies of the last inauguration and Mr. Coolidge
looked so bored it looked like he said: “I wish they would hurry up and get
done here, Grace. I am getting hungry.”

Lots of people over here think the Rumanian King is too young. You
can’t get em too young. The younger they are the better Kings they make.

Yours,
Will.

312 QUICKEST TO LICK DEMPSEY
WITH A LAWSUIT, ROGERS SAYS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 22. — This fight proves one thing: You can
lick Dempsey quicker with a lawsuit than you can with a boxing glove.
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Tunney better start hiring Kearns to drag out the old injunctions. Give me
a lawsuit against him with enough figures on it and I believe I can lick Dempsey.

Sharkey lost, like thousands lose out in life every day, because he stopped
to argue. He put his hands down to gab with the referee when he ought to have
had them up. And naturally Dempsey pasted him.

I tell you a prize ring is no place for superfluous conversation.

A born referee.

William.

P. S. — I know the papers don’t mention it and maybe I shouldn’t, but
let’s be truthful out here among ourselves, ain’t it hot?

313 WILL ROGERS PUTS IN AWORD
FOR THE, PREACHERS’ WIVES

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., July 24. — Since Judge Lindsey’s ceremonial up-
heaval preachers are all trying to prove that the old-time marriages are the best
and point to their own as example.

That’s fine; but how about the preachers’ wives’ opinion? I want to hear
from them. I believe there is some of those deserving sisters, if they had had a
trial marriage, wouldn’t be where they are today.

There’s a race of people that I would like to see something done for, even
before we exterminate Nicaragua!

A friend of the preacher but a true sympathizer with the wives.

Deacon Rogers.

314 MAYOR ROGERS TELLS THAT HE
IS READY TO MARRY BUD STILLMAN

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 25. — Mrs. Stillman and the girl sweet-
heart’s family are trying to tip each other’s canoe. Mrs. Stillman says they are
very primitive people. The Canuck family say, “It ain’t Bud we are leery of;
it’s too much mother-in-law that scares us.”

Now [ wouldn’t call a suspicion like that exactly primitive. Ma Stillman
says she wants the girl to keep on learning. The girl figures if she knew enough
to cop Bud she knows enough to hold him.

Bring em to Beverly. I will marry ’em.

The Mayor.

P. S. — On account of the visibility, it took Lindbergh two days to find
Portland, Me. He will be so old his whiskers will catch in the propeller before
he can see Pittsburgh.
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315 POLITICAL AND PUGILISTIC
COMMENT FROM MAYOR ROGERS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 26. — My old friend Nick Longworth is
out here setting some traps. Nick has been seeing what it is you can promise a
farmer that will relieve him. Whatever it is, Nick will promise it to him.

With Longworth and Dempsey both here, the local Rotary and Chamber
of Commerce are all set for talent. Dempsey hit Sharkey so hard in the jaw that
he had to stop talking. Sharkey claimed he was fouled.

Any time you stop Sharkey talking he has been fouled.
The Mayor.

316 WILL ROGERS’S OWN IDEA
OF TWO NATIONAL MELODIES

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 27. — Lots of people don’t know the dif-
ference between the two songs of America and England—*“Columbia, Gem of
the Ocean,” and “Rule Britannia, Britannia Rules the Waves.” Here is the dif-
ference: “Britannia Rules the Waves,” is a fact; “Columbia, Gem of the Ocean,”
is just a song. Yours,

A Diagnoser of Songs.

317 WILL ROGERS PROVIDES HIS OWN
NEWS SUMMARY, WITH COMMENT

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 28. — Here is the world events as they hap-
pened in the press yesterday:

President Coolidge attended his daily rodeo, where a team of horses put
on a runaway for him, the only new things done at a rodeo in years.

King of Rumania had oatmeal and castoria for breakfast.

Aimee declares the temple is as strong as ever; that the only thing can
ruin it is poor collections.

Nick Longworth, in his Los Angeles speech, said he was glad this was a
democratic country, but he seemed to be pretty well pleased that Republicans
are running it.

Yours,
Will.
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318 WILL ROGERS GIVES ADVICE,
ON REAL NEED IN AVIATION

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., July 29. — Lindbergh is doing great work. He
is visiting each town one day trying to interest people in aviation. When he gets
through it wouldn’t be bad to have him visit Washington for at least a week and
try and interest them. Don’t get the idea because three of our planes flew to Eu-
rope and made it that we are ahead in aviation. It’s not how far can three men
fly, but what have you got for the other hundred and ten million to fly in; and
where are they to land when they come down?

Yours,
Will.

P. S. — August the second, which is Tuesday, don’t forget the national
anniversary celebration of Walter Johnson at Washington, D. C. He is the other
Swede that Lindbergh copied in showing the world how to be great and still be
modest. Do something to help round out a great sportsman’s career. Remember
next Tuesday the only man in America that stayed a hero for twenty years.

319 WILL ROGERS SENDS COMMENT
ON THREE NEWS EVENTS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., July 31. — John Roach Straton should match the
winner of the Tunney-Dempsey go against the winner of the Ma McPherson-
Aimee McPherson fight, the bout to be staged in Babe Ruth’s tabernacle.

The Prince of Wales landed in Canada. But not until Lindbergh had got-
ten out of there.

China lost 100,000 people in one quake and could only make one edition
of our papers. One robbery could beat that. Yours,

Will Rogers.

320 WILL ROGERS GETS LIGHT
ON MODERN FARM VALUES

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 1. — A farm in the country is judged now
by how many blocks it is away from a filling station.

Yours,
Will.

104



Daily Telegrams, Volume 1 1927

321 CHAMBERLIN’S NEW FEAT IS A
GREAT ONE, WILL ROGERS SAYS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 2. — That was a great feat of Chamberlin’s
yesterday off the Leviathan. In some respects he showed a better record cross-
ing the ocean than Lindbergh. Lindbergh only had to contend with the elements.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — The deer season just opened. Any one driving an automobile on
Beverly Boulevard or Mulholland Drive should wear red coats and carry an
American flag.

322 WILL ROGERS SEES COOLIDGE
ACCEPTING THE NOMINATION

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 3. — I think Mr. Coolidge’s statement is the
best-worded acceptance of a nomination ever uttered by a candidate. He spent
a long time in the dictionary looking for that word “choose,” instead of “I will
not.”

It don’t take much political knowledge to know that a man can get more
votes running on the people’s request than he can running on his own request.

Mr. Coolidge is the shrewdest politician that ever drew Government
salary.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

323 NO WONDER COOLIDGE WAS
PALE, WILL ROGERS SAYS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 4. — All the newspaper men that were in
the room when Mr. Coolidge handed them out his statement have written about
his being very serious and very pale. When a New England Yankee gives up
$75,000 a year the surprise is not he was pale but that he didn’t faint.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — A deer hunter in Ventura county brought in his first man yester-
day.
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324 WILL ROGERS SEES COOLIDGE
DRAFTED, BUT BY THE SIOUX

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 5. — The Disarmament Conference ended
by us blaming England for knowing enough to keep their country protected.
That’s like blaming Jack Dempsey for knowing how to box. When we have had
as many wars as they have our statesmen may know as much as theirs, but I
doubt it.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. —Mr. Coolidge attended his daily rodeo and the Sioux Indians made

him big chief of their tribe. He said he didn’t choose to be chief again, but he
was drafted.

325 WILL ROGERS COMMENTS
ON FOOLS AND THE SACCO CASE

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Aug. 7. — I haven’t expressed an opinion on the
Sacco-Vanzetti case, because I don’t know any more about it than the people
that have expressed an opinion on it. A fool that knows he is a fool is one that
knows he don’t know all about anything, but the fool that don’t know he is a fool
is the one that thinks he knows all about anything. Then he is a dam fool. Peo-
ple are trying to tell you all that happened in a case that happened seven years
ago, when they couldn’t tell you all that happened yesterday.

Just ten weeks ago I spent an hour in Governor Fuller’s home discussing
the case with him, and I do believe whatever he did he conscientously believed
to be justice.

Yours,

Mayor Emeritus.

326 WILL ROGERS SAYS DAWES
SPEAKS PLAINEST ENGLISH

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 8. — Say, did you get Dawes blaming Eng-
land right to the Prince’s face? That’s one thing about Charley, there is no won-
dering what he meant when he said so and so. He may not speak the best
English, but he speaks the plainest English in American politics today. There is
no word “choose” with Dawes, it’s either will or will not, and here’s hoping
that his political hat didn’t go over Niagara Falls.

Yours,
Will.
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327 WILL ROGERS SEES TRUCKS
AS BEST PEACE BRIDGE SYMBOL

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 9. — The papers can’t get over Dawes get-
ting the press notices over such speakers as Baldwin, England’s Premier, which
is really their President, the Prince of Wales and Secretary Kellogg. Up to the
time of Dawes the Vice President’s speech was always the following: “Gentle-
men, the President wishes me to convey to you his sincere regret at not being
able to be with you here and to tell you that his heart and soul is in this noble
cause of yours.”

The loaded trucks couldn’t wait till the speech was over before they were
crossing the new bridge with their best wishes. That will cement more good re-
lations than all the apple sauce spilled on the speakers’ stand.

Yours,
Will.

328 WILL ROGERS SEES GREAT NAVY
FROM CONFERENCE FAILURE

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 10. — Who said the disarmament confer-
ence was a failure? Didn’t Mr. Coolidge yesterday issue orders to start in on a
secret building program? There is some sense to a return from a conference and
start building and not sinking. If that’s a failure we can have a great navy some
day just out of such failures. Good boy, Cal.

Yours,
Will.

329 WILL ROGERS IS ENJOYING
PRE-MOVIE CALIFORNIA

SANTA BARBARA, Cal., Aug. 11. — Up here attending the beautiful
Santa Barbara fiesta, showing the life in California before Fords, movie salaries
and realtors in knee-breeches made a Coney Island out of the State.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — The weather was not unusual.

330 NO COOLIDGE NEWS WITHOUT
A RODEO, WILL ROGERS SAYS

SANTA BARBARA, Cal., Aug. 12. — Didn’t read anything about Mr.
Coolidge today. Guess there was no rodeo yesterday. Twelve planes were to
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have left for Honolulu today, but they are waiting till Tuesday, which is always
a better day for flying.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

331 ROGERS SEES REPUBLICANS
CONTROLLING THE ELEMENTS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Aug. 14. — Biggest crop in years is reported to Mr.
Coolidge. That man is in league with the Lord to give the farmers relief with-
out letting it go through Congress. I tell you the Republicans are controlling
the elements. Watch election year for even bigger crops than this year.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

332 WILL ROGERS DECLARES A TIE
FOR BRAINS ON STAGE, SCREEN

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 15. — Doug Fairbanks stated yesterday in
an interview that there are more brains on the screen than on the stage. After
viewing some of the productions put on lately by both screen and stage, I think
most people will agree that in the matter of brains displayed it’s an absolute tie
between the two.

Yours, a disciple of both,
Will.

333 WILL ROGERS, EX-MAYOR,
GIVES OUT A WARNING

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 16. — The State Legislature of California
passed a law saying that no one not a politician could hold office. And I hereby
notify the world that Beverly Hills has left my bed and board and I will not be
responsible for any debts contracted by said municipality. I don’t want to knock
but the town never was as dead. There hasn’t been a Beverly date line about a
divorce since I got out, not a shooting, not even a swimming pool built. I did-
n’t choose to be Mayor in the first place but they drafted me.

Just a good man looking for something better,

Will.
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334 WILL ROGERS KEEPS UP
HIS INTEREST IN AVIATION

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 17. — California is awful lonesome this af-
ternoon with everybody that is anybody flying to Honolulu.

You can’t beat those Germans for efficiency. They flew over to the edge
of America, and it looked kinder foggy, and they couldn’t see the landing field
very good, so they turned around and flew back.

I saw a late picture of Lindbergh. That banquet chicken is slowly getting
him.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

335 WILL ROGERS SEES HOOVER
AS DOCTOR FOR SICK STATES

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 18. — Herb Hoover is out here among us.
He is just waiting around between calamities. When we, as individuals, get sick
or hurt we send for a doctor. But when whole States get sick we send for
Hoover. He is America’s family physician. He is a great guy, is Doc Hoover, and
I hope they don’t spoil him by putting him into politics.

If my good friend, Mr. Ford, don’t hurry up with his new model the next
national catastrophe Hoover will be called on to rescue will be the Ford deal-
ers.

Just Plain Citizen,
Will Rogers.

336 OCEAN AIR RACES BRING
A PROTEST FROM ROGERS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Aug. 19. — After my Ford nonstop promotion I
may never be able to promote or back anything else, but if I was backing an
entry for an ocean airplane flight I would certainly think enough of the peo-
ple’s lives taking the chance for me to put a radio sending apparatus on there for
them the first thing. Then if [ had any more money left I would get some gas
and a propeller for it. Then I would have a law passed to choke the guy that
promotes a race out of these hazardous trips. You know everybody that we got
flying is not a Lindbergh.

Yours,
Will.
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337 WILL ROGERS FINDS THE WEST
LOOKING ‘GREENER AND FINER’

COLUMBUS, N. M., Aug. 21. — Just crossed Arizona and New Mex-
ico. I never saw “em looking greener and finer. Coolidge’s coming to the West
certainly has been a Godsend to this country. ‘Course he may be wasting a lot
of rain on such few voters but right now these States are standing in grass up to
their waists and “choosing” him for “‘28.” The Democrats, with their usual
foresight, had already sold their cattle.

Regards to Dan Moody and Amon Carter.
Yours,
Will.
P. S. — The only advantage that I can see in one land airplane looking on
the ocean for one that’s down is that if he finds it what’s he going to do? If he

leaves ’em and comes back they will float away from where he left ’em and if
he comes down with *em there will be just two lost instead of one.

338 WILL ROGERS IS TO BE HEAD
OF EX-MAYORS’ ASSOCIATION

TOPEKA, Kan., Aug. 22. — This is Topeka, the home of both Kansas
Senators. Capper’s life has been dedicated to the farmers, and Curtis on the
helping of the Indians. Both denominations, the farmers and the Indians, are
now destitute.

Tonight in Kansas City I am to be made President of a large body of men,
the Ex-Mayors’ Association, an earnest bunch of men trying to come back, all
placed where they are by the honesty of the ballot. What this country needs is
more ex-Mayors.

Yours, President of the Ex-Mayors’ Association,

Will Rogers.

339 WILL ROGERS SAYS HE SHIES
AT TAKING BILLY SUNDAY’S JOB

CRESTLINE, Ohio, Aug. 23. — Passed through Chicago today. It was
raining bad and practically all the shootings were confined to indoors. A few
who had raincoats were outside plugging away at each other, but, take it all in
all, it was what would be known as a dull day for du Pont.

Had a pleasant hour on the train chatting with Billy Sunday, the male
McPherson. Billy is a nice fellow and Ma is wonderful. Billy wants to retire and
wants me to take over his practice.
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I am afraid I would get to defying the devil to come up through the plat-
form some time, and it would just be my luck that he would come up before the
collection.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

340 ROGERS EXAMINES WHITE HOUSE
DOUBTS COOLIDGE WILL LEAVE IT

WASHINGTON, D. C., Aug. 24. — Arrived in Washington today to ex-
amine the new White House roof. If it don’t fall on me, why Mr. Coolidge can
quit teasing those little perch and come on home and get to vetoing. Fixing up
and spending $400,000 on that house is just another one of the dozen things
that makes me know he is going to run again. Can you see him spending that
much dough out of his Administration to fix up a house for somebody else to
live in? Don’t be silly. It’s fixed great. He will be crazy about the old homestead
when he sees it. He won’t want to move out in 1932.

Yours, official Presidential house examiner,

Will Rogers.

341 WILL ROGERS EXPLAINS
ONE JOKE IS ON HIM

WASHINGTON, D. C., Aug. 25. — Good joke on me. I left Hollywood
to keep from being named in the Chaplin trial and now they go and don’t name
anybody. Not a name was mentioned but Charlie’s bank. Charlie is not what I
would call a devoted husband, but he certainly is worth marrying.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — When the papers spoke about Mr. Coolidge visiting “Old Faith-
ful” I thought they meant Mr. Stearns.

342 WILL ROGERS FINDS WASHINGTON
BETTER WITH CONGRESS AWAY

WASHINGTON, D. C., Aug. 26. — Tourists, you are missing something
if you don’t visit Washington while the politicians are not here. You have no idea
the difference it makes. The bootleggers have followed their constituents back
home. The embassy bars are closed; even Washington’s national pest, the lob-
byists, have gone home to take up another collection. Why, if they could get this
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Capitol moved away from here this would be one of the best towns in America.
I think there are people in this city smart enough to vote.

Yours, boosting for a town that’s not to blame for its shortcomings,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — There hasn’t been a cuspidor used since Congress adjourned.

343 WILL ROGERS NOW SPEAKS
AS CONGRESSMAN AT LARGE

WASHINGTON, D. C., Aug. 28. — Bobby Jones is to Atlanta what the
movies are to California and Lindbergh is to America. If golf players took a
speck of pride in what they do, Jones’s playing should really be a help to hu-
manity. After seeing him play, thousands of able-bodied men should be shamed
into doing some useful work.

Yours,
Congressman at Large,
Hon. Rogers.
P. S. — My first official duty as Congressman at Large, which was be-

stowed on me last night, is to change the library of the overhauled White House
into a fishing pool. That’s economy for the tax-payers.

344 WILL ROGERS SEES HUMOR
IN CUSTOMS SEARCH OF FLIERS

WASHINGTON, D. C., Aug. 29. —I see the customs authorities in Eng-
land searched the round-the-world fliers when they landed. I guess they thought
the boys had smuggled over a couple of baby grand pianos or some early Okla-
homa period furniture. I was there last Summer when Gertrude Ederle swam in
and they searched her. Figured she had brought in some cigars or cigarettes or
millinery in the pockets of her bathing suit, I reckon. People tell you England
has no humor. Why, they are funny even when they don’t try to be.

The Congressman at Large,

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Did you ever see two people as much alike as Levine and Lind-
bergh? Both their names begin with an L.

345 WILL ROGERS WOULD MAKE
EVERY GOLF COURSE AN AIRPORT

WASHINGTON, D. C., Aug. 30. — Bobby Jones, Atlanta, Ga.: Bobby,
you can be the means of saving a lot of human lives. The big problem of avia-
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tion is having emergency places to land. Now you insist on every golf course
having one fairway long enough and level enough to land a plane on, all marked
with crosses to show it. Every golf club should be patriotic and humane enough
to do this.

Think what it would mean to an aviator with a missing engine to know
that every golf course was a life preserver. If they don’t do this voluntarily the
Government will make *em do it some day.

Now all you got to do, Bobby, is to say you won’t play on a course that
won’t go to that much expense for their country and their fellow-man. If you do
this you will do as much for aviation as Lindbergh.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

346 ROGERS SCOFFS SOMEWHAT
AT INTEGRITY OF CONGRESS

WASHINGTON, D. C., Aug. 31. — Just finished taking scenes here in
Washington for a movie of the old stage play, Hoyt’s “A Texas Steer.” It was the
story of a man elected to Washington on bought votes. We are bringing it up to
date by not changing it at all. In the stage version he didn’t know what to do
when he got in Congress. That part is allowed to remain as it was. He used to
play poker more than legislate. That’s left in. There was a little drinking among
the members at that time. For correct detail in our modern version that has been
allowed to remain in.

Yours for government buy the people,

Congressman at Large,

Rogers.

347 WILL ROGERS IS PULLING
FOR “FLYING PRINCESS”

HARRISBURG, Pa., Sept. 1. — We certainly are pulling for that lady avi-
ator. Just because we can’t pronounce either barrel of her name won’t lessen our
reception of her. She is the only titled person we ever heard of that did any-
thing. If a lady 63 years of age can fly across the ocean it certainly ought to
muster up nerve enough in the rest of her sex to look a mouse in the face.

Will Rogers.
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348 WILL ROGERS SEES DEMPSEY,
BUT NOT IN THE RING

CHICAGQO, Ill., Sept. 2. — Just spent the day at Dempsey’s camp.
Watched him train. He is in great shape. He went out in 55 and came in in 69.
Leo Flynn, his sparring partner, went out in 41, came in in 42.

It looks like from what I saw they will send in Flynn against Tunney in-
stead of Dempsey.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

349 WILL ROGERS PAYS TRIBUTE
TO A MEXICAN AVIATOR

EL PASO, Tex., Sept. 4. — We haven’t got any corner on air feats. A
young Mexican Army flier flew into Juarez, the sober end of El Paso, yester-
day, from Mexico City, 1,200 miles, in less than ten hours, an average of 125
miles an hour, with a German engine.

One wing caught fire. He saw a rainstorm, flew over into it and put it out.
That’s doing some Lindbergh thinking, ain’t it? If we find out they got some air-
planes down there we are liable to quit picking on "em.

Yours, the Congressman,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — Whoever located this town of El Paso where it is was looking far
ahead.

350 WILL ROGERS COMPARES
AIRPLANES AND AUTO DEATHS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Sept. 5. — Every paper is raving about legisla-
tion to stop ocean flying because thirteen people have been lost, just a fair Sun-
day’s average in auto deaths. From ten to fifteen is just about the number that
are always in a bus when it meets a train at a grade crossing, yet you never see
an editorial about relief from that. You may not die as spectacularly in a machine
as you would if you dropped in the ocean, but you are just as dead.

Yours back in a town that don’t look so good since a certain party ain’t
mayor. Mind you, I am not knocking.

Congressman-at-large from the whole United States,
Will Rogers.
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351 WILL ROGERS’S TRIBUTES
TO LOEW AND WHEELER

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Sept. 6. — Wayne B. Wheeler and Marcus Loew
died. I happened to know them; Loew intimately for twenty years. Now a man
has died in the movies that all the hysteria and eulogies that they generally be-
stow can rightly be used on. Marcus Loew was a man. He would have stood out
in a legitimate business.

Wheeler will be hard to replace. He made a strong political party with
nothing to start out with but a caucus. He was to the League what Mussolini is
to Italy and what Mr. Coolidge is to the Republican party. The best fight a man
can put up is to have his enemies say if he passes out in the thick of the fight:
“Well, I am glad he is out of the way.”

Yours, the Old Congressman,

Will Rogers.

352 WILL ROGERS THROWS LIGHT
ON FARM OFFER TO COOLIDGE

BURBANK, Cal., Sept. 7. — The good people of Dakota offered to give
Calvin a farm if he would live on it. I wouldn’t advise you to give those people
too much credit for generosity. There is not a farmer in any State in the West that
wouldn’t be glad to give him a farm if he will paint it, fix up the fences and keep
up the series of mortgages that are on it. And if you think Coolidge ain’t smart,
you just watch him not take it.

Yours, Congressman-at-Large,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — That wasn’t a philanthropist that made him that offer.

That was some comedian.

353 HOW TO SEE THE BIG FIGHT
AS WILL ROGERS PLANS IT

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Sept. 8. — Notice—How to save money if you
are going to the big prize fight: If you live in the West get your seats in the west
side of the ring and get off at Omaha. New Yorkers take the 10,000 east ring-
side seats and detrain at Toledo. Ushers will seat the South at Louisville. Canada
will occupy the northern ringside section with nothing between them and the
fight but the Great Lakes.

One fighter will be painted white and the other black. Don’t crowd after
the fight is over. Ushers will pass among you and announce the winner.

115



1927 Daily Telegrams, Volume 1

The standing joke of the next century will be the man that came home
and said “I had a ringside seat to the Dempsey fight.”

Yours,
Will Rogers.

354 WILL ROGERS HAS A QUERY
ABOUT THESE OCEAN AIR TRIPS

BURBANK, Cal., Sept. 9. — I just want to ask one question. When I get
it answered it will relieve me and perhaps others. If a flier was going from New
York to San Francisco, where it is all overland—you never see them do it with
a hydroplane where they can land only on the water. Then why is it they take a
land plane across the ocean. No one has disappeared yet over water in a hy-
droplane.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

355 WILL ROGERS GIVES A TIP
TO ASPIRING DEMOCRATS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Sept. 11. — The trouble with the Democrats is that
they all want to run for President. If they had somebody on their side that would
announce he didn’t choose to run, why he would be such a big novelty that he
would be nominated by acclamation.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — A few $10 seats for the fight still left, with radio attachments.

356 WILL ROGERS FIGURES PROFIT
OF A JONES-HAGEN MATCH

BURBANK, Cal., Sept. 12. — Tunney and Dempsey training on golf will
draw over $3,000,000. If they can ever get Bobby Jones to fight Walter Hagen
it ought to draw $6,000,000.

There is a lot of suspicion of this fight. That is on account of Tunney
speaking perfect English. Any time an American speaks perfect English he is
under suspicion. We know he is covering up something.

Yours,

Congressman Rogers.
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357 WILL ROGERS PICKS A SPOT
FOR A COOLIDGE SUMMER HOME

FIRST NATIONAL STUDIO, BURBANK, Cal., Sept. 13. —I want to be
the first to offer the Coolidges a Summer home. It’s located at Claremore, Okla.
Oklahoma is a doubtful State. That is, it is doubtful if it is allowed to stay in the
Union if it don’t mend its political ways.

We have the ranch house screened to keep the fish out. We have had as
many as 10,000 fish in one rodeo there. We will guarantee him a Wild West
show and Indian war dance twice a day. If a farmer mentions relief in his pres-
ence he will be shot at sunrise.

Remember this offer is for either next Summer or the four following
ones.

Yours,
Congressman at Large
Will Rogers.

358 WILL ROGERS SENDS ALONG
A DEFINITION OF AN OPTIMIST

FIRST NATIONAL STUDIO, BURBANK, Cal., Sept. 14. — Been talk
of calling an extra session of Congress to care for the Government’s business.
What’s the use of doing that? Ain’t Borah and Coolidge already there? Coolidge
won’t call any extra session. If he had his way, he would postpone the regular
opening indefinitely and we’d all be better off.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — My idea of an optimist is a near-sighted man in a five-dollar seat
at the big prizefight.

359 WILL ROGERS SAYS FIGHTS
ARE NO NOVELTY TO DAWES

FIRST NATIONAL STUDIOS, BURBANK, Cal., Sept. 15. — I see
where Vice President Dawes refused a ringside seat free to the fight. It’s no
novelty for him to have a ringside seat to see a national argument, just between
two. He has to watch ninety-six in one ring and gets paid for it, and should.

My old friend Mayor Bill Thompson of Chicago is out here with us. He
is making speeches on the Mississippi flood. Knowing Bill was generally on the
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opposite side from the crowd, we kinder figured he would speak in favor of
floods. But he didn’t. He was agin "em right from the first word.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — A few five-dollar seats left around States bordering Illinois.

360 WILL ROGERS STUDIES EFFECT
OF A MAN LOSING A MILLION

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Sept. 16. — Just been over visiting Charlie
Chaplin at his studio, and watching him work. I wanted to see how a man acted
that had just been separated from a million. That would be the supreme test of
a comedian. He is funnier than ever. He showed me the new picture. If the next
wife settles for a cent less than two and a half million, she is a chump.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

361 WILL ROGERS SEES MCADOO
AS ANOTHER “DRAFT” HORSE

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Sept. 18. — At the prize fight in Chicago the usual
Chicago rules will prevail, guns instead of boxing gloves. Chicago has offered
free ammunition to all out of town visitors.

Lindbergh is coming here tomorrow. He is the one man in this world that
I'would stand on a soap box on the corner and try to get a peek at. I got my box
and my corner picked out.

I see where my good friend W. G. McAdoo has followed Coolidge’s ex-
ample and announced he is eligible for the draft. Two draft horses may pull
against each other at the next election.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

362 WILL ROGERS WILL WAIT
TO SEE NEXT YEAR’S FIGHT

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Sept. 19. — Tunney and Dempsey are letting up
on their training, just going nine holes on the links instead of their previous
strenuous eighteen. On Wednesday and Thursday they will just do a little light
putting and a couple of simple questionnaires.
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Amon Carter invited me to the fight, but I would rather wait and see
them fight next year. That will be the third and maybe for the championship. I
hope we can hear the shooting over the radio from Chicago that day.

Will Rogers.

363 THOUGHTS BY WILL ROGERS
ON AVIATION AND PUGILISM

FIRST NATIONAL STUDIO, BURBANK, Cal., Sept. 20. — Leaving
tonight to go to San Diego to make a speech at Lindbergh’s banquet. It would-
n’t be so hard to speak if you knew anything of importance he had ever done.

Yours,

Will.

P. S. — See where the aviator and the lion landed O.K. and remained
friends. That’s the pilot that might get along with Levine.

P. S. — Can’t tell you how to bet on the fight yet, as [ haven’t heard from
Abe Attell.

364 WILL ROGERS IS THRILLED
BY LINDBERGH’S AIRPLANE

SAN DIEGO, Cal., Sept. 21. — Lindbergh has been welcomed to all his
various old homes, but today I saw a sight worth remembering. It was the other
half of “We” landing on the field where she was made.

San Diego can rightfully claim a great credit in the flight. But you can’t
beat Los Angeles. They had to get in on it somehow. They claim they raised the
pigs that the ham sandwiches were made from that Lindy took to Paris.

The pig was raised on Hellman’s ranch and the ham cured by Joe Toplit-
sky.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — In five years this town will have grown till it reaches Tijuana,
Mexico. Then it can rightfully be known as the best city in America.

365 WILL ROGERS TAKES A FLIGHT
WITH LINDBERGH AS HIS PILOT

BURBANK, Cal., Sept. 22. — I couldn’t go to the fight today, but there
is not one of that mob there that wouldn’t have traded places with me.

I flew in a plane piloted by “Slim” Lindbergh, from San Diego to Los
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Angeles. You have never seen him at his best till you sit out in the pilot’s seat
by his side. When he has a plane in his hands there is no careworn or worried
look. That’s when he is in his glory.

He brought eleven of us, including my wife, on a wonderful trip in a
giant three motored Ford plane.

When Ford takes to the air, aviation is assured.

Yours,
Will.

366 THE RICHER THE AMBASSADOR
THE BETTER IT SUITS ROGERS

BURBANK, Cal., Sept. 23. — I want to announce to President Coolidge
that the appointment of Dwight Morrow as Ambassador to Mexico is perfectly
satisfactory to me. Andy Mellon has disproved the popular Democratic theory
that a rich man can’t possibly be any good. I am going to Mexico next month,
and the richer the Ambassador the better it will suit me.

Yours for more wealth in office. They might turn honest just for the nov-
elty.
Will.
P.S. — Slow counting was all that beat Hollywood out of a championship.

The Chicago referee would have begun counting quicker, but he couldn’t think
what number to begin with. Then he counted halves, too.

367 ROGERS DOUBTS GERMANY
DISARMED WITHOUT URGING

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Sept. 25. — Arthur Brisbane says that 11 people
died listening over the radio to the fight. They just committed suicide waiting
for the announcer to quit announcing the list of papers and tell them who won
the fight.

Germany, this morning in the papers, wants everybody to disarm, saying
they disarmed. Yes, but look what it cost to disarm *em. Is it worth that, mak-
ing a nation disarm? Besides, disarming only prolongs wars. Both sides fight till
they get ’em. We didn’t have any when we went in the last time. Less diplomats
is what you want, not less arms.

Yours,
Will.

120



Daily Telegrams, Volume 1 1927

368 WILL ROGERS SEES NO ISSUE
IN THE PROHIBITION ROW

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Sept. 26. — Jim Reed says prohibition will not
be the issue with the Democrats, and, as usual, Jim is right.

How are you going to make an issue of it? The drys want it in the Con-
stitution and it’s in there.
The wets want a drink and they get it.
So what’s all the argument about?
Yours,
Will.

369 WILL ROGERS FOR BOULDER DAM,
BUT FLOOD VICTIMS COME FIRST

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Sept. 27. — One of our Western Senators says:
“The Mississippi flood people say theirs is a national problem. Well, so is the
Boulder Dam, and I will fight any effort to set it aside in favor of the flood.”

Well, there is no difference in the two problems to a politician; but to a
human being there is this difference: One is to do nothing but save lives and
property, while the other is to develop a dam for cheap power and water, the
same as dozens of other projects on other rivers are developed every day, with-
out dragging in the Mississippi.

If the Colorado ever overflowed you can turn it out across the land any-
where on its lower course, and there is enough sand to soak up the Atlantic
Ocean. The dam should be built, but not as a club over the Mississippi suffer-
ers.

Yours,

Will.

370 WILL ROGERS COMPLIMENTS
MAN WHO KISSED HIS OWN WIFE

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Sept. 28. — Some old boy got $3,500 damages
for kissing his own wife publicly. His defense at the trial was that it was mis-
taken identity and that the moon drove him to it. Give him credit for one thing,
he didn’t lay it on to drink.

The American Legion is coming home from France. Somebody will have
to meet them with doughnuts and tickets.
Will Rogers.
P. S. — Seven Governors of States are in Denver arguing and fussing over

who owns the Colorado River. Mexico, where the river goes to, of its own free
will, ain’t saying a word.
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371 WILL ROGERS SAYS DEMPSEY
MAY WHIP TUNNEY SOME YEAR

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Sept. 29. — I saw the fight pictures last night. I
don’t see why Dempsey shouldn’t whip Tunney some time. He keeps getting
nearer to it every year. Tunney seems to be getting older faster than Dempsey.
When the knockdown comes you can go out of the theatre and get a drink and
come back before the counting starts.

The entire audience gave Dempsey the decision, so it looks like the old
act will go on again next year, bigger and better than ever, same cast, same man-
agement, same boobs for an audience.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

372 MEXICAN RELATIONS PLEASANT
OVER ‘PHONE, SAYS WILL ROGERS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Sept. 30. — Mr. Coolidge just talked to the Presi-
dent of Mexico over the phone. Everything was pleasant and fine, but wait till
Mexico opens its mail tomorrow morning and gets its daily note from Kellogg.

You read about the disaster in St. Louis and what the Red Cross did. No
matter what happens or where it goes to happen they are the first there. That’s
why everybody in America should belong to it.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

373 WILL ROGERS SEES HOW RICKARD
WOULD STAGE WORLD’S SERIES

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Oct. 2. — If Tex Rickard sold 40,000 ringside seats
to an event that took place all within twenty feet, how many would he sell
around a baseball field to a world’s series? He would have them play in the cen-
ter of the Mississippi Valley and seat em all around the Rockies and Allegha-
nies.

It sure does good to have an athletic event approaching and not have to
read about how the contestants played golf to get in shape for it. If Pittsburgh
walks Ruth and Gehrig every time they can beat *em.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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374 WILL ROGERS DISCOUNTS
AN OVERSEAS CRITICISM

BURBANK, Cal., Oct. 3. — I see our papers quote a sarcastic criticism
from a British paper about our Legion boys’ visit to London, saying “We’ve
had enough of this Yankee flag waving.” Now that was only one paper said
that. That’s like England saying “America’s form of government was all cock-
eyed” just because they had read in the paper where I had said it was.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — I will feel there’s something missing when I visit Tennessee next
time. Monkey business might have gained Governor Peay national prominence,
but being a real human being made him three times Governor of Tennessee.

375 WILL ROGERS INDICATES
A LITTLE HOME PROSPERITY

BURBANK, Cal., Oct. 4. — I unconsciously broke an American record
of five years’ standing yesterday. I bought a new car and didn’t trade an old one
in.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

376 WILL ROGERS LISTENS IN VAIN
FOR A HOME RUN BY RUTH

BURBANK, Cal., Oct. 5. — I had heard so much about this fellow Ruth
and his homers that I listened in on the rodeo today and I never was so disap-
pointed in my life at any one. Why, he only hit three singles, I thought he was
supposed to knock home runs. We are proud in Oklahoma of our favorite sons,
the Walloping Waners. We have produced the only two brothers that ever helped
each other in a pinch.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — You know yesterday I told you about breaking a record by buy-
ing a new car and not trading one in; well, if I just had paid cash for it I would
have broken a real record, but I didn’t.
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377 WILL ROGERS FINDS MOVIES
NOT CLASSIFIED IN LABOR

BURBANK, Cal., Oct. 6. — See where Secretary Kellogg sent word to
Mr. Borah that we were not only going to personally conduct the next
Nicaraguan election, but if necessary the marines would do a little voting on the
side themselves.

Secretary of Labor Davis was out to the studio here yesterday. He told
me he can’t find any classification of labor to put the movies in. Put em with
politics, and they still won’t be in any classification.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — Pittsburgh will win tomorrow.

378 WILL ROGERS STILL PREDICTS
PITTSBURGH VICTORY “TOMORROW?”

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 7. — I told you yesterday that Pittsburgh
would win tomorrow and it looks like that’s the day they will win. With
Lazzeris, Bengoughs, Pipgrasses and Cvengroses playing no wonder Babe Ruth
is popular. His is the only name we can pronounce.

Well, it’s just as well to get the baseball over with, for the boys that are
working their way through football are all ready to break a leg for big gate re-
ceipts.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

379 WILL ROGERS WILL BET $5,000
THAT COOLIDGE WILL RUN AGAIN

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Oct. 9. — This is to my friend, Arthur Brisbane:

Now, Arthur, here is the proposition: You keep saying Coolidge won’t
run. [ have always said he would, not because he wanted to, but because he has
to. Now, I am not for a moment conceited enough to think my opinion is as
good as yours on any subject, but you writers can write one way and believe an-
other. But no man bets one way and believes another. In fact, the only way to
back an opinion is by some deed or some money, not by an editorial.
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So, I will bet you $5,000 that he runs; no ifs about it. I bet he runs. You
bet he doesn’t. The winner to give the $5,000 to charity, preferably to form a so-
ciety for the advancement of political knowledge.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — Have Hearst indorse check. There is such a thing as a man be-
coming land and property poor.

P. S. — This whole thing is not any joke either. When a comedian bets
$5,000 it’s a serious business.

380 PLENTY OF ADVICE ON HOW
TO USE SURPLUS, WILL SAYS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 10. — See the United States Chamber of
Commerce has advised Mr. Mellon how to divide up the government’s
$400,000,000 surplus. They don’t tell him how to enforce prohibition or any of
those hard things, but the minute there is some money to be split up they are
there with the suggestion.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — If you didn’t happen to read their first proposal to Mellon, it was
that their members should get three hundred and ninety of the four hundred mil-
lion.

Another P. S. — Will hear from Arthur soon. He is always a couple of
days late with the news.

381 MR. ROGERS ON FRENCH TARIFF;
HE’S ALSO STILL FOR COOLIDGE

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 11. — See where we are sore at France now
for imitating us and putting on a tariff against our goods. Kinder puts us at a dis-
advantage on account of the size of France.

If it was some South or Central American country, we could claim it was
unlawful and make ’em take it off.

Haven’t heard from Arthur yet. I doubt if he has seen it. [ don’t guess he
slums much in his reading.

If the Republicans don’t run Coolidge, history will repeat itself. You saw
what happened to Pittsburgh when they thought they could win without Cuyler.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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382 W.R. HEARSTTAKES UP WILL ROGERS’S BET
THAT COOLIDGE WILL RUN AGAIN NEXT YEAR

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 12. — I have received this:
Will Rogers, Beverly Hills, Cal.:

Dear Will: Since you have brought me into the Rogers-Brisbane contro-
versy as to whether President Coolidge will run again in spite of his definite dec-
laration that he will not, let me say I will accept your bet of $5,000 and
moreover, will give you odds of 2 to 1; in other words, I will wager $10,000 to
$5,000 that President Coolidge will not run in 1928.

I have no inside information, but I know the President to be a truthful,
honorable gentleman and a high-minded patriot who wishes to stand, and de-
serves to stand, with Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Jackson, Cleve-
land, and all the great Americans who have been unwilling to endanger the
republican character of our American institutions by substituting a dictatorship
for a democracy by breaking the eight-year limitation, the more than two-term
restriction, established by the Father of our country.

Moreover, the people have shown their devotion to the principles of
Washington by voting out of office the party and the public men who violated
his injunction against foreign entangling alliances, and I firmly believe that the
public would be equally drastic in their action concerning any public man who
thought more of his petty personal ambition than he did of Washington’s patri-
otic injunction against the dangers of a protracted Presidential term.

William Randolph Hearst.

All right, Mr. Hearst, it’s a bet. I can understand your position. You, as
a Democrat, don’t want him to run. Neither does any other Democrat want him
to run. But it’s the Republicans that he has to listen to, and not the Democrats.
It’s not “his petty personal ambition.” It’s that he has to run to protect the party
that has kept him in office all his life. You say he will be defeated. Now, I will
outdo you in generosity. I will bet you 5 to 1 that if he runs he will be elected.

I base this belief on the ground of the Democrats splitting, which is the
surest ground in the world, especially if a wet is nominated. And if a wet is not
nominated the wet Democrats will go Republican. So they split either way they
jump.

Now, Mr. Hearst, it wasn’t you I was after at all. It was Arthur [ was fish-
ing for. I base both bets on two things—Republicans needs and Democratic
precedent. Now, when I start collecting, W. R., I hope this don’t make you short.
The charity which I will devote the winnings of the last bet to, is the upbring-
ing of the Rogers offspring, so they won’t have to rely on public office for sus-
tenance.

Arthur got out of this pretty lucky.
Yours,
Will Rogers.
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383 ROGERS ON WHAT MIGHT BE
WITH REED IN WHITE HOUSE

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 13. — Say, did you read this morning what
Jim Reed called the Republicans? Why, you would think if they had any pride
at all they could come out and deny it. I guess they would if they could.

It took Missouri seven years to find out that Jim was right. [ hope the na-
tion can catch on quicker than that. I would love to see Jim in that White House.
He would sure have some of those old rich boys going in and bringing sticks out
of the water for him.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — T only got one more bet to make and then I’m through. I’ll bet one
million dollars everything Jim said about the Republicans was true.

384 WILL ROGERS SAYS GIRL FLIERS
SHOULD FIND MORE USEFUL JOBS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 14. — We wish some girl would make it
across some ocean. It might encourage all these others that are trying to be first
across to take up some more useful employment. Look at the English Channel
swimmers. The last two women to swim it lately didn’t even get a chance to ad-
vertise the grease.

See Queen Marie’s daughter is reported to have eloped with a Ruman-
ian naval Lieutenant. There’s a mistake there somewhere. He can’t be a Ru-
manian Naval officer, unless they just kept one for decorative purposes.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — Coolidge lectured yesterday on art and Mellon on Pittsburgh.

385 ROGERS SAYS RUTH ELDER’S
MOTTO IS “SAVE THE LIPSTICK”

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Oct. 16. — Outside of Notre Dame there is not
much to brag about in the papers today.

Kamal Pasha or somebody is making a speech in Turkey that is lasting
for five days and nights. He must be arguing whether to put prohibition in their
platform or not.

Ruth Elder, that dutiful and home-loving wife, says “save the lipstick
first.” So the plane was lost.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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386 FIREMEN’S HOME ON DESERT
MAKES ROGERS WONDER WHY

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 17. — Had lunch today with Mr. Brisbane.
He seems sure Coolidge won’t run. He thinks it will be Mellon or Hughes
against Smith. He thinks next year will be very prosperous in spite of election.
Brisbane has built a home on the edge of the Mojave Desert. He is going to
build some homes there for retired firemen. Can you imagine a fireman retir-
ing to go to the Mojave Desert? He will think he is fighting a fire yet. He is
strong for California, but he says the real money in real estate is to be made be-
tween Thirty-fourth and Fifty-ninth streets, New York.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

387 WILL ROGERS SENDS A NOTE ON
WESTERN AVIATION PROGRESS

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, Oct. 18. — While you are talking about pro-
gressing aviation, don’t overlook this company, the Western Air Express.

One year and a half ago they started with only twenty pounds of mail.
Today, in here packed around me, is 550 pounds. We are coming into Salt Lake.
Only been six hours from Los Angeles.

They have flown 650,000 miles, with only four forced landings and no
one hurt.

Brigham Young might have seen more women than I have, but I have
seen more of Utah today than he ever saw. Who said this country was all set-
tled up? Tonight we will see how it feels to fly at night.

Yours,
Will.

388 ROGERS CONTRIBUTES A NOTE
ON AN AIRPLANE JOURNEY

LEWISTOWN, Pa., Oct. 19. — Breakfast at home in Beverly yesterday
(Tuesday) and dinner in New York tonight (Wednesday).

Only one bad feature on whole trip. Got lost in the pistol smoke over
Chicago.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — Going to New York to match up some dress material for my wife.
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389 WILL ROGERS ILLUSTRATES
AIR TRAVEL AS A TIME SAVER

CLEVELAND, Ohio, Oct. 20. — Left New York at 1 P.M. today; am at
Cleveland at 5 P. M., and will be in Beverly tomorrow night for corn bread and
beans.

No special planes, just regular mail planes; fare $400 each way, and you
save two days each way.

So, if your time is worth anything, travel by air. If not, you might just as
well walk.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

390 WILL ROGERS CHASES WOLVES
ON HIS FLIGHT BACK HOME

LAS VEGAS, Nev., Oct. 21. — Had the greatest kick flying this morning
I ever had. All the way across Wyoming we chased wolves and antelopes. Will
be home for dinner. Left Tuesday morning, spent one night and half a day in
New York City and back in Beverly Friday afternoon. Have only been away
three nights. If you had left Los Angeles on the train at the same time I did you
wouldn’t even arrive there till Saturday morning, and, boy, what pilots those air
mail babies are. Lindbergh came from a great school.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — This Las Vegas you will hear a lot of it when Boulder Dam is
built. We just flew all over and around it. It certainly should be built. The man
that never saw it by air never saw it.

391 WILL ROGERS BACKS MORROW
AGAINST MEXICAN BANDITS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Oct. 23. — Dwight Morrow is on his way to Mex-
ico to become a diplomat. His diplomacy started early; in fact, at the border,
when he got into an armored train. We needn’t worry about him. Those Mor-
gan boys can generally take care of themselves. If the train is held up by ban-
dits, I bet you the outlaws come out second best in any financial transaction. If
the worst comes to the worst he will float a loan and take their guns and horses
as collateral.
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These are anxious hours for Old Amherst. Cal will stick by his class-
mates. It’s too bad he hasn’t got a war to send some of them to.

If Dwight gets away with Mexico in good shape, I hereby propose him
as first ambassador to Russia.
Yours,

Will Rogers.

392 WILL ROGERS SUGGESTS
NEW PLAN TO MRS. GRAYSON

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 24. — Morrow got to Mexico O.K. He was
only an Ambassador and not a candidate.

Poor Mrs. Grayson, to save wear and tear on bidding her friends good-
bye so much, won’t be on the ship on its next two starts.

If they ever get Prince Carol on the throne in Rumania they could use
Madam Lupescu as lady-in-waiting. It’s funny to me they don’t get that guy on
the Mann act.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

393 BANKERS ARE HAPPIER THAN
BORROWERS, ROGERS IMPLIES

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 25. — The American Bankers’ Association
are holding their annual benefit at Houston. It’s their biggest benefit year. The
government has contributed permission for them to consolidate to freeze out
the little fellow. The public, of course, will contribute everything else, so really
the only problem before the convention is “how much bonuses on loans will we
make em pay above the legal rate of interest?”

Branch banks are all the go now. They realize they have got to bring the
bank nearer the robber. He won’t be annoyed by driving through traffic just to
rob one bank. The branch bank is the robbers’ only salvation.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — Every banker that could afford a failure in the last year is there.

394 WILL ROGERS GIVES HIS VIEW
OF THE MAGRUDER INCIDENT

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Oct. 26. — The navy called in Admiral Magruder.
He said the navy was spending too much money.
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There is only one unpardonable thing you can say either in navy, army
or politics, and that is to propose to cut down its expenditure. You can accuse
them of negligence and even laziness, but to suggest spending less money! Well,
he just lost his compass in mid-ocean.

On the Riviera in France they found a bunch of people wearing no
clothes and not particularly caring who they were married to and they called it
a cult. Over here we call it society, and lack of dress is standard equipment.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

395 WILL ROGERS COMMENDS
SENATOR CURTIS’S POSITION

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 27. — I liked Senator Curtis’s announce-
ment in the papers this morning better than any Presidential ones we have had.

He said he would accept it if he was elected, but that he wouldn’t accept
the nomination unless he was elected. I think that’s a most straightforward and
clear-sighted decision. If more men wouldn’t run for offices unless they can get
’em we would have fewer races and politics would improve a thousand per cent.

I am strong for Charley because he’s an Injun, and he is close enough to
Oklahoma to understand the farmers’ problems.

Yours,
Will.

396 WILL ROGERS HOPES TO JOIN
THE FESS-MAGRUDER CLUB

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Oct. 28. — Col. T. Coleman Du Pont, United
States Senator from Delaware, has lost use of his vocal cords. Now I feel sin-
cerely sorry for his personal discomfiture, but if his ailment could be made con-
tagions and he distribute it among his brother members of the Senate his illness
would prove to be a tremendous national blessing.

Since Senator Fess has been reprimanded for complimenting Coolidge,
and Magruder has Philadelphia sunk from under him, I have been accused of
being lax in my national criticism for fear of exile. I want to say that [ am only
trying to think up something terrible enough to say.

Yours,

Will Rogers.
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397 WILL ROGERS ON RANCHES,
CONGRESSMEN AND CATTLE

SAN SIMEON, Cal., Oct. 30, 3:50 P. M. — The fellows that keep saying
big ranches are all done away with ought to see this one, 300,000 acres.

If this was back East they could call it Delaware, Maryland, Connecti-
cut and Rhode Island, and eight Senators and twenty-five Congressmen would
have to live off it. Out here that much beautiful land don’t have to support a
thing but wonderful cattle and horses. You can just tell the difference when you
look at land that has to support a Senator or a white-faced bull.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — Yours for more cattle and less Congressmen.

398 WILL ROGERS MAKES CONTRAST
BETWEEN AUTO AND PLANE DEATHS

SANTA BARBARA, Cal., Oct. 31. — Five people killed in plane yester-
day and it is headlined today in every paper. Saturday in Los Angeles at one
grade crossing seven were killed and six wounded and the papers didn’t even
publish the names.

It looks like the only way you can get any publicity on your death is to
be killed in a plane. It’s no novelty to be killed in an auto any more.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

399 WILL ROGERS ASKS $20 FEE
TO JOIN ‘AMERICA ONLY’ CLUB

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Nov. 1. — Mayor Bill Thompson of Chicago
has started a society called “America First.” You send $10 to defray the ex-
penses of trying to keep it “first.” Bill has the nucleus of a good idea, but, like
any good idea, it’s the improvements that make it.

So I hereby offer stock in a society called “America Only” at $20 a share.
Why be only first? Let’s be the whole thing. Why spend $10 to be in front when
$10 more will put you in front, behind and in the middle all at the same time?
If everybody in America will give me $20 I will be more than glad to show
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them where we are the “only nation in the world.” Besides, this money will not
all revert to me. A small percentage will be spent in exterminating all other na-
tions.

Who’ll be the first to display super-patriotism and join “America Only”?

Yours,
Will Rogers.

Founder and Treasurer.

400 WILL ROGERS GETS MORAL AID,
BUT NO DUES FOR HIS SOCIETY

FIRST NATIONAL STUDIOS, BURBANK, Cal., Nov. 2. — I am hear-
ing already from my “America Only” Society. Have received several wires, col-
lect. Everybody is interested, but nobody has sent dues.

I have yet to find a legitimate excuse for any other nation existing at all.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — Just received applications from two Washington jurors.

401 REFLECTIONS BY WILL ROGERS
ON OUR HIGH STANDARD OF LIVING

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Nov. 3. — Bureau of something or other in
Washington announces that “America has reached the highest standard of liv-
ing ever reached by any nation.”

Yes, and if they will just cut down on the original payments we have to
make from a dollar to 50 cents we will show you some living. It’s an injustice
to ask a hard-working people to pay a dollar down. It should be 50 cents down
and 50 cents when they come to try and find it to take it back.

Course, we don’t get meat as often as our forefathers. But we have our
peanut butter and radio.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — You wait till Henry Ford’s new car comes out. You ain’t seen any

high living yet.
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402 WILL ROGERS EXPECTS TO SEE
HENRY FORD GIVING ’em AWAY

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Nov. 4. — Everybody is just tickled to death
over the new Ford plan, but I was just a little disappointed in it. I thought sure,
after his waiting all this time, that he was going to give ’em away.

Of course, renting “em ain’t bad. I bet you the next time some other con-
cern gets to crowding him he will give "em to us.

I hereby put in my order for the first one that lights in California. I think
I will get two or three. I always did want to go out in the morning and choose
my car.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — Thanks for the birthday greetings. I was trying to keep it quiet.

403 WILL ROGERS IN IDLE TIME
TURNS TO THE NAVAJO COUNTRY

ADAMANA, Ariz., Nov. 6. — For the first time in my life had nothing to
do and nowhere to go, so I says to the balance wheel: “Did you ever see the pet-
rified forest, the Navajo Indians, the Cliff Dwellers and all those interesting
things?”” She said no.

So here we are just prowling around making no speeches, doing no act,
just trying to buy a Navajo blanket from a Navajo; in other words from the pro-
ducer to the ultimate consumer without a middle man.

It’s a beautiful country and the same climate California charges you for.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

404 WILL ROGERS SAYS NAVAJOS
DON’T PROFIT BY OIL ROYALTIES

LAGUNA, N. M., Nov. 7. — They struck oil on the Navajos’ land three
years ago. | foolishly asked how often they get their payments for their oil roy-
alty. Well, they hadn’t any yet. They took a million of it to build a bridge across
the Little Colorado River so tourists wouldn’t have to drive so far around to see
the Grand Canyon. The Navajos paid for the bridge and there has never been a
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Navajo crossed it yet.
If the Indians’ oil royalties hold out they will have enough to build the
Boulder Dam for the whites.

I suppose I will be recalled for telling this, like Magruder and Summer-
all.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

405 WILL ROGERS HAS AN IDEA
ABOUT TERMS FOR GOVERNORS

SANTA FE, N. M., Nov. 8 — Just messing around seeing some of our
wonderful country. Here in Santa Fe, the oldest town in America, the tourists
say, “Oh, aren’t the people quaint and unique! I wonder what they do and think
about.”

Well, today they are voting on the same thing New York State is—
whether to keep a Governor two years or four. So, wherever there is politics,
people have the same worries. I think a good, honest Governor should get four
years and the others life.

As we become more enlightened we will extinguish our office seekers
every two years.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

406 AS WILL ROGERS VIEWS
RESULTS OF THE ELECTION

SANTA FE, N. M., Nov. 9. — News of the day about Tuesday’s elections:
Smith carried New York through force of habit. Vare carried Philadelphia
through something. It may not have been just habit alone. Cleveland, Ohio, ad-
mitted they needed a Mayor and New Mexico here voted that if any man could-
n’t get it in two years in this State that there was no use giving him four.

Kentucky decided it was all right for the State to have some of the money
bet on horse races, that the profit should not all go to the bookmakers.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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407 A FEW NOTES BY WILL ROGERS
ON AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS

TOPEKA, Kan., Nov. 11. — Been a-coming through a Kansas cornfield
all day. This country is so busy gathering corn they can’t get ’em to town to
holler for relief.

Down South the bo weavil eat ‘nough cotton to keep it high priced. Cat-
tle couldn’t wait for election year to go up in price.

If Cal can give ’em one more year of rain and bo weavil, I’ll cop William
Hearst’s ten thousand.

What other man has the Republicans got that can control the weather
and the insects like that? John Roach Straton and his divine healing is the only
one I can think of offhand.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

408 WILL ROGERS SIZES UP
MAYOR THOMPSON AND CHICAGO

CULVER, Ind., Nov. 13. — Had a long chat with Mayor Thompson in
Chicago yesterday. A smart guy that, and don’t you believe otherwise.

The thing of playing George Washington against King George; he knows
it’s a lot of applesauce better than you do. Bill don’t dislike the King personally,
but they have been kinder giving George Washington the worst of it in the
Chicago second and third readers. If it had been in the fifth or sixth readers,
Chicago never would a noticed it.

P. S. — Notre Dame’s defeat yesterday in New York was the first setback
Al Smith has had. I am going up to South Bend tonight to help cheer Knute up.

Will Rogers.

409 WILL ROGERS SENDS A BEAT
ABOUT THE NEW FORD CAR

DETROIT, Mich., Nov. 14. — Here is the biggest news I have ever gath-
ered. It’s a real beat on the rest of the press.

I have spent the whole day with Henry Ford, saw and drove in the new
car. And here is what you have been waiting for for years; get ready, everybody.

HE HAS CHANGED THE RADIATOR!

I didn’t even notice whether it has four wheels or five, two doors or
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twenty, whether it uses horses or is pulled by a motor. When I saw that radia-
tor changed, I was just so tickled and overcome I couldn’t tell you if the thing
has got fenders or wings.

I am to meet him early in the morning again, and may be more com-
posed. Then I can tell you tomorrow more about it. But what more would any-
body want to know?

Yours, Old Sleuth,
Will Rogers.

410 WILL ROGERS IS ENTHUSIASTIC
ABOUT THE NEW FORD HE RODE IN

CHICAGO, IlI., Nov. 15. — Start building more roads, for you can an-
nounce to the world that Uncle Henry Ford has a conveyance. Cops, mount

your steeds, for this new baby will do seventy miles. Wire wheels, four-wheel
brakes.

I tell you, breeding and association will tell; she looked like a Lincoln.
The only Fordy thing about it is the fellow that wrote the name on it—it is the
same handwriting as old Lizzies.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — Just flew in here from Detroit with twelve others in big three-mo-
tored Ford plane. Great trip! If you like aviation don’t miss seeing it take the air.
I went clear to Detroit to see it.

411 MR. ROGERS FOR SEX EQUALITY
IN POST-NUPTIAL SHOOTING

DODGE CITY, Kan., Nov. 16. — Headline in papers here today said
“Ruth Elder bids good-bye to husband and sends him back to Panama.”

More women envy Ruth over that than anything she has done. Thou-
sands of women wouldn’t care to brave the Atlantic but would love to send their
husbands to Panama.

I think this fellow Remus, who is on trial, should be a hero to us men. He
is the only man in our time that has had the foresight to shoot his wife first.

Yours for equality in sex in firearms practice after marriage,

Will Rogers.
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412 THOUGHTS BY WILL ROGERS ON
FLOODS, HOOVER AND HOLD-UPS

WINSLOW, Ariz., Nov. 17. — I happened to be playing up through New
England last Spring when the Mississippi flood drive was on, and they were
very, very generous, never dreaming that they would ever need help. But they
did, and there is the old Red Cross, and old Doc Hoover is at their bedside.

I get what the wheat farmers are sore at Hoover about. He wouldn’t let
them hold up the people for bread during the war. Their excuse is that everybody
else held us up, so why pick on them?

They were the only ones he could catch.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — Coming home. After seeing the Navajos and the Ford cars, what
else is there?

413 MR. ROGERS SEES NEW SIGNS
THAT MR. COOLIDGE WILL RUN

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Nov. 18. — Did you read Mr. Coolidge’s ac-
ceptance speech of next year’s nomination in the paper this morning?

Why, say, if we are doing only just a third as well as he says we are doing,
why, we wouldn’t no more let him leave us, no matter what his own choosecli-
nations are. Why, I hadn’t read the speech half way through till I paid a dollar
down on half a dozen things I didn’t need.

We’ll show the world we are prosperous if we have to go broke to do it.

Yours,
Will.

414 WILL ROGERS DISCUSSES
FOOTBALL SEASON’S RESULTS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Nov. 20. — The football season is about over. Ed-
ucation never had a more financial year. School will commence now.

Successful colleges will start laying plans for new stadiums; unsuccess-
ful ones will start hunting a new coach; cheer leaders will join the Rotary lunch-
eons for hog-calling contests.
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Heroes have been cheered that will never do anything to be cheered
again.

We are trying to arrange a post-season game between Harvard and the
motion-picture leading men.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

415 MR. ROGERS DRAWS A MORAL
FROM WASHINGTON’S DIARY

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Nov. 21. — Say, did you read what Rupert
Hughes dug up in George Washington’s diary? I was so ashamed I sat up all
night reading it.

This should be a lesson to Presidents to either behave themselves or not
keep a dairy. Can you imagine, 100 years hence, some future Rupert Hughes
pouncing on Calvin’s diary? What would that generation think of us?

Calvin, burn them papers!

Yours for the suppression of scandal,

Will Rogers.

416 WILL ROGERS TELLS THE WORLD
WHAT TO DO ABOUT A SURPLUS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Nov. 22. — Mellon, foolishly and unpolitically,
saved up a little money out of our national “jack pot.” Well, a forthcoming war
or a colossal national pestilence couldn’t have stirred up half the excitement
among entire America as what to do with this little dab of money.

Half of Congress met three weeks early, not to solve the Mississippi
floods nor to build Boulder Dam, but to split up the “jack pot.” We owe thirty
billion dollars, but we couldn’t think of applying it on that; it’s too near an elec-
tion.

I am beginning to believe that Mellon is the poorest Treasurer we ever
had. I would like to be Treasurer. Here would be my policy, and you see if it
wouldn’t be the best thing for America:

Save nothing, have nothing in there. Then Congress and the entire nation
could have nothing in view only what they made themselves.

A Candidate.
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417 WILL ROGERS REVIEWS
A THANKSGIVING LIST

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Nov. 23. — This is Thanksgiving. It was started by
the Pilgrims, who would give thanks every time they killed an Indian and took
more of his land. As years went by and they had all his land, they changed it into
a day to give thanks for the bountiful harvest, when the boll-weevil and the pro-
tective tariff didn’t remove all cause for thanks.

So here is what the Republicans have given us the past year: A war in
Nicaragua and China, and a rehearsal in Mexico, two floods and a coal strike,
and pictures of the Black Hills.

And all we got in return is the promise of a new Ford car and lower taxes.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

418 WILL ROGERS ON OUR WEALTH
AND OUR GAMBLING RULES

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Nov. 24. — If you think we are not prosperous
and cuckoo both, read these: “Three hundred thousand dollars for seat on Stock
Exchange.” You pay that for a seat where nobody sits down. They stand and yell
and sell something they haven’t got, and buy something they will never get.
You can get on the Curb for forty thousand. All you have to do is make signs
to a guy in a window, and try to keep from being run over by a truck.

In the next column we read “Kentucky prohibits betting on races.” You
can gamble on how high people pay for their bread but you can’t bet on how fast
a horse will run. We must appear odd to the foreigners.

Will Rogers.

419 WILL ROGERS FINDS A COMMENT

IN THE DAY’S NEWS FROM EUROPE

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Nov. 25. — All the day’s news comes from Eu-
rope.

Rumania’s dictator died. So that helps Prince Carol’s case. He is only
two wives removed from the throne now.

Another headline says, “One Hundred Million More Men Under Arms
in Europe than 1914.” “England sends word to Italy to lay off Jugoslavia.”

It’s taken a long time for Europe to get back to normal, but it’s slowly
doing it.
Yours,
Will.

140



Daily Telegrams, Volume 1 1927

420 WILL ROGERS DESCRIBES
THE EUROPEAN FOOTBALL GAME

LOS ANGELES, Cal., Nov. 27. — The Balkan nations have gone into a
huddle. It looks like Bulgaria’s ball on Rumania’s ten-yard line. Poland was pe-
nalized ten yards for being offside against Lithuania. Mussolini is the triple-
threat man of the game. It will all wind up like the last one, just another
incompleted war. They will have to bring it back and line up again.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

421 WILL ROGERS HAS AN IDEA
ABOUT THE ACTIVITY OF THE DRYS

DOUGLAS, Ariz., Nov. 28. — See by the Arizona morning papers that the
biggest bunch of drys ever collected are staggering into Washington to try and
keep Congress from nominating Al Smith. If he is elected it will take away mil-
lions and millions of dollars now appropriated among them for law enforce-
ment. It’s not more teeth that’s wanted in enforcement acts, it’s more money.

Arizona is fat and prosperous and all set for another Winter’s argument
on the dam.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

422 WILL ROGERS’ DISPATCH

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Nov. 29. — The head of the Democratic ticket is
just about set outside the machine, so I want to start early with my Vice Presi-
dential nomination. It’s Dan Moody, the Governor of this little province.

Now Dan this is not just what I would like to offer you, but it may lead
to something worth while. To any guy that can run Texas, America ought to be
a pipe.

The newspapers have dug up another sensational murder trial. Man and
Woman and Dead Husband. Watch the sales double.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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423 WILL SHOULD SEND OBREGON
A WIRE JUST LIKE THIS ONE

LAREDO, Tex., Nov. 30. — Going into Mexico just as a tourist, not as a
critic, and want it publicly known not as a candidate.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

424 WILL ROGERS FINDS MORE FORD
THAN FIGHTING DOWN IN MEXICO

MEXICO CITY, Dec. 1. — Been traveling two days and one night in
Mexico. Just as well been crossing Kansas as far as excitement was concerned.

The world is a small place after all. This whole nation is just waiting
tonight to see what Ford will charge for his car. If it is cheap, tomorrow will be
declared a feast day—"Los Fiesta de Fords.”

Yours,
Will Rogers,
Aragon Hidalgo.

425 WILL ROGERS, DOWN IN MEXICO,
PRAISES AMBASSADOR MORROW

MEXICO CITY, Dec. 3. — Am on Presidential train and with Ambassa-
dor Morrow have just inspected Government agricultural schools and big water
project. I am interpreter between Mr. Morrow and President Calles.

Say, this fellow Morrow has made a big hit down here. He’s going to do
some real good. He is a great fellow.

I don’t generally send dispatches for Sunday papers, but this is an ex-
ception.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

426 WILL ROGERS SEES A BULL FIGHT,
BUT DECLINES TO TAKE PART

ON THE PRESIDENTIAL TRAIN SOMEWHERE IN MEXICO, via
Laredo, Tex., Dec. 5. — Having a great trip but can’t find any revolutionists.

Yesterday the President, out on one of the big ranches where we were en-
tertained, went into the bull ring himself and fought the bull. He had no weapons
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and didn’t hurt the bull. He tried to get me to go in, but the bull was still armed,
so I stayed in the grand stand.

It was bull fighting that would have pleased Americans. No horses and
no bulls hurt; only a couple of men.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

427 WILL ROGERS, FROM MEXICO,
SAYS HE HEARS NO SHOOTING

ON BOARD PRESIDENTIAL TRAIN, Somewhere in Mexico, via
Laredo, Tex., Dec. 5. — Ambassador Morrow and I, just today, saw a dam and
irrigation plant that will irrigate two hundred thousand acres. That’s as big for
Mexico as the Boulder Dam scheme is for the United States, and they have
three others like this one under construction, so they are doing something down
here besides shooting at each other.

Morrow has learned five words of Spanish and is eating chili. Over a
hundred and fifty American civil engineers down here on all this work.

Haven’t heard a gun fired since I left San Antonio.
Adios Amigos,
Will Rogers.

428 WILL ROGERS ANXIOUS FOR NEWS
OF GOVERNMENT MATTERS HERE

ON BOARD THE PRESIDENTIAL TRAIN, coming into Mexico City,
Dec. 6. — Just getting in off a great trip. Ambassador Morrow and President
Calles had a great time and it gave them a great chance to get better acquainted
without the usual formality.

Did Congress open yesterday and why? Did Calvin tell ’em anything,
and what and for why?

Yours,
Will Rogers.

429 WILL ROGERS HOLDS TO HIS BET
THAT COOLIDGE WILL RUN

MEXICO CITY, Dec. 8. — Arrived in Mexico City and found President
Coolidge has issued another “choose.” My bet with Mr. Hearst still holds. He
means well, but necessity is where I will win my bet. He told the Republicans
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to search vigorously, and they will have to. Mexico was pleased with his mes-
sage.

If Vare and Smith fall down on the American Senate have them get in
touch with me and I can get them in the Senate here.

The farmers in the Middle West wanted relief so the Republicans gave
them the Republican Convention.

Who in the world are the Republicans going to run? I can come home if
necessary.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

430 TRUTH NOT SO BAD AS RUMORS
IN MEXICO, SAYS WILL ROGERS

MEXICO CITY, Dec. 9. — They just last night removed the censorship
on news from Mexico, and now I don’t know anything to say. From now on
you will get the truth, and I’1l bet you the truth is not as bad as the rumors.

I am having dinner tonight with General Obregon, the sole surviving
candidate of all parties. Just think, if you had to eat with every Presidential can-
didate of both parties at home you would be eating out the rest of your life.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

431 GUADALUPE DAY PLEASES ROGERS,
BUT HE CAN’T STAND A BULL FIGHT

MEXICO CITY, Dec. 12. — Witnessed a sight today, the greatest and old-
est thing of its kind on this continent — Guadalupe Day.

There must have been 200,000 come from all over Mexico to worship at
the birthday of Mexico’s patron saint. It takes more than laws to change beliefs.

Let me know when Lindy is coming; I got to get out and give up my bed
at the Embassy.

Went to a bull fight yesterday, but when the horses commenced drop-
ping I couldn’t stand the gaff. However, it’s the only thing starts on time.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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432 WILL ROGERS FINDS THE WORLD
PRAYING AGAIN FOR LINDEBERGH

MEXICO CITY, Dec. 13. — Just flew over and looked right down in
crater of Popocatepillar. It’s easier to fly over than it is to pronounce. They have
some good fliers here. The whole country is crazy about Lindbergh’s flight. He
is the first thing that America has sent here that was not in the form of a note.
He will get a great reception and I will lose a good bed.

That kid has the whole world praying for him again tonight.
Here’s hoping,
Will Rogers.

433 WILL ROGERS YIELDS
‘POST’ TO LINDBERGH

MEXICO CITY, Dec. 14. — Lindbergh is right here— just left him in the
next room. Didn’t have to give up my room at the embassy; the Ambassador
gave up his. Said mine wasn’t good enough for Lindy.

He has just this minute talked with his mother in Detroit. He couldn’t
hear very well and Mr. Morrow did the talking. He invited her down here for
Christmas, and she said, ask her son, and he told her to come on. So it looks like
she may be here to spend Christmas with him.

He don’t seem very tired. He was twenty-seven hours in the air. I saw
over 200,000 people, including the President and all his Cabinet, wait for eight
hours to welcome him, and even our own country couldn’t equal the welcome.
They went cuckoo.

Any other aviator in the world would have come down to see where he
was, but that determination made him stay up there till he found the name of a
hotel, one building, and found it on the map, and then laid a compass route from
there.

You people up there can’t realize what this trip of his means to the two
countries. An American audience couldn’t have been any more sincerely wor-
ried during the time we heard he was lost. When we heard he had found his
way and was coming on, I was standing by President Calles and he said:

“What a brave and great man he is!”

To give you an idea of the ardorous nature of these people in compari-
son to America and Europe: In France and America they like to tore up the plane
to tear off souvenirs. Here hundreds took it up on their own shoulders and car-
ried it to the hangar.

Here instead of being bombarded with ticker tape the streets were two
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inches thick with flowers.

The Ambassador has been working on this flight since he was first ap-
pointed. He was just in my room and said he was the most pleased man in Mex-
ico tonight.

Tell the doubtful ones that Lindbergh will not be taken to a bull fight, that
there are other amusements here. He is resting now and says he don’t want to
go to sleep till night comes.

Morrow and I have resigned as Ambassadors in Mexico. Now there is
only one when he is in the country.

The Ambassador gave me a dinner here in the embassy last night at
which the President and all the Cabinet attended, the first time a President of
Mexico ever was in the American Embassy. We had many a laugh. These are
real people down here if we only knew them.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

434 WILL ROGERS TELLS THE WORLD
WHAT A HERO EATS FOR BREAKFAST

MEXICO CITY, Dec. 15. — Somebody could have been President yes-
terday without a revolution if they had just thought about it while he was at the
aviation field with all the soldiers in Mexico. They could have taken the palace,
sent out their laundry and announced that they was President.

While we were having breakfast this morning at the embassy somebody
told Lindbergh that he ought to stay and see some of Mexico while here. He
said:

“I saw all Mexico yesterday but the Gulf of Lower California.”

To show you the modesty of this fellow, the Ambassador was reading
how the whole world printed extras of his trip. He said: “The papers ought to
give me a prize for getting more sensational headlines for less reason than any
one ever did before.”

If you have wondered what a hero eats for breakfast, he had fruit, ham
and eggs and toast and coffee, just about what a common feller will eat when
he can get it.

Yours,
Will.

P. S. — Has the Senate found out who gave the Senators the money down
here? I want to see if there is any left.
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435 WILL ROGERS, UP WITH ‘LINDY,’
SAYS HE’S A GREAT FLIER

MEXICO CITY, Dec. 16. — Just been flying over the city with Lindy in
a Mexican plane. It don’t make any difference to that baby what the national-
ity or the breed as long as it’s got a propeller. He is going to take up President
Calles and also Obregon.

He says he is going to stay here till after Christmas so he won’t have to
buy all his friends back home presents. I think he will go to some of the other
South American republics from here and then make Cuba.

Lindy says they take him to a show to watch the Spanish girls dance and
then everybody gets around him and talks to him so much he can’t see her.

So Tom Heflin is finally getting Republican ideas.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

436 WILL ROGERS TELLS ABOUT
LINDBERGH AND BULL FIGHTS

TAMPICO, Mexico, Dec. 18. — Just flew in here by plane from Mexico
City. Flying to Brownsville, Texas, in the morning. Left Lindy at the rodeo. He
was going to the bull fight from there.

Don’t believe he would have gone at all if there had not been so many
fanatical requests not to, even before he thought about it. Being a guest of the
country there was hardly no way he could keep away from it. Besides he really
wanted to see one.

That’s the way with all Americans, but we seldom want to see another. |
stayed away two Sundays and they killed twice as many horses as they did the
Sunday I went, so staying away don’t do any good. There is only a certain class
of people that go, but they go every Sunday. The only way they ever lose a fan
is by death, but baseball is replacing it.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

437 WILL ROGERS SAYS FLYING
IS THE ONLY WAY TO TRAVEL

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Dec. 19. — Flying is the only way to travel. Left
Mexico City at 3 o’clock yesterday afternoon, spent the night at Tampico, lunch
in Brownsville and Kelly Field, San Antonio for dinner.

Mexico is as excited about Mrs. Lindbergh’s arrival as they were Char-
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lie’s. Had no more need for me in Mexico after Ambassador Morrow’s ap-
pointment had been ratified.
Flew over the Rio Grande Valley, which is wonderful. The only thing
the matter with it, they say the Republicans are about to take it.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

438 WILL ROGERS DOESN’T WANT
ALL OKLAHOMA TO BE FOOLISH

YUMA, Ariz., Dec. 21. — Well, ain’t Oklahoma making a fine mess of it-
self? Now, I don’t want this to be taken as sour grapes, or a jealous dig, but |
thought I was supposed to represent about all the foolishness from that State, as
that’s what I get paid for.

But I do feel sincerely grieved that a great State like we have thinks they
have to contribute nothing but laughter to the rest of the Union. If they are going
to do the comedy, you will pardon me for turning sad. But I do want the rest of
the world to know that we have something down there besides political clowns,
even if we haven’t shown anything else.

Yours for a Warden instead of a Governor for our State,

Will Rogers.

439 WILL ROGERS, HOME AGAIN,
HAS THE FIRST NEW FORD CAR

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 22. — Mr. Henry Ford told me he would
make me a present of the first new Ford car, and sure enough, when I got here
today, here she is. It’s the first one delivered for actual use, and believe me I sure
am using it. Nobody is looking at these Rolls-Royces here in Beverly.

Here is hoping that Mrs. Lindbergh has a good trip and lands in Mexico
today. She will get a great welcome. Her coming after Charley will be like a
wonderful dessert after a great meal for them. They never saw a three-motored
ship down there.

Got to get back in my Ford.

Will Rogers.

440 WILL ROGERS HAS FOR SALE
SOME MEXICAN ‘DOCUMENTS’

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 23. — I got some Mexican documents I
want to sell if I can. They are mostly pictures, so you won’t have to be able to
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read to understand *em. On that account I want to sell to some tabloid newspa-
per.

One shows a bullfight, and one bull’s name is “Sam” and another bull
was named “Uncle.” Now that looked like they were trying to kill “Uncle Sam,”
and I think it calls for intervention.

Another picture is of two men talking to each other. One has money in
his hand and the other has a wrinkled brow and his shoulders are stooped from
much responsibility. Which leads me to believe he is at least a United States
Congressman.

In addition to price of documents I want railroad fare and expenses to any
and all investigations.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

441 WILL ROGERS PLAYS AT
PESSIMISM FOR A DAY

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 25. — Well, the neckties were all red and
the sox were all too small. So there is practically nothing I can do but just sit
and wait for another holiday. If Santa has failed us this time we will see what
he brings us on next Nov. 4. I am just afraid it will be another red necktie.

Yours pessimistically,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — It is just an ideal Xmas day here in California — a cold, drizzling

rain all day. I was in hopes the weather would be “unusual” and the sun would
shine, but it didn’t.

442 MR. ROGERS HAS A SUGGESTION
FOR LINDBERGH’S FLIGHT

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 26. — Lindy is leaving Wednesday to go
to Guatemala and from there on down to Nicaragua.

He was talking before I left down there about how he could tell which
side of the battle line to land on when he got there; the American Marines are
on one side and the rebels on the other. He said he guessed he would have to
come down in “no man’s land” to remain absolutely neutral.

We are still settling that election for them down there. Mexican stocks
have gone up since Lindy flew into Mexico. Why don’t the farmers get him to
fly over their place?

Yours,

Will Rogers.
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443 ROGERS SURE THAT MUSSOLINI
WILL FIX THOSE EARTHQUAKES

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 27. — See where Rome had an earthquake
yesterday. You watch Mussolini get out and issue a decree against those things.
He will make ’em sorry they ever hit that country.

France will be scared to death for fear he will pass it on to them.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

444 WILL ROGERS GETS A BANK LOAN,
AND SEEMS SURPRISED AT IT

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 28. — You have all heard of the tremendous
success of a bank called the Bank of Italy. Well in yesterday’s papers was a very
unique statement by its founder, Mr. Gianini. He said he was making no per-
sonal fortune from it, didn’t want to, that he only wanted to help other people,
and wanted to die poor. Well, when I read that I went right down to his main
bank to see how he would help other people. I put in a bid for a loan, to try and
do all I could to make him die poor, and the funny part about it is that this fel-
low is on the level with it, he really is practicing it. I got the loan; so hurry up
and get in, everybody, before he turns banker.

Will Rogers.

445 WILL ROGERS SEES NEW VALUE
IN THE LINDBERGH FLIGHTS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 29. — Lindbergh’s Central American tour
will do more than establish good relations, it will make people study maps that
haven’t studied anything but golf scores and menu cards in twenty years.

Speaking of advanced aviation, yesterday on the battleship Pennsylvania
I took my first catapult in a plane from a ship. From a standing start, on a run-
way only sixty feet long, you are doing sixty miles an hour at the end of it, shot
by compressed air. Just watch your head and see that you don’t leave it behind
you. Maybe you don’t know it, but every one of our battleships carries three or
more planes.

We are going great now if another disarmament conference don’t hit us,
via airplanes.

Will Rogers.
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446 WILL ROGERS COUPLES
CAMERAS AND MURDERERS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Dec. 30. — I was in Milwaukee last Winter
when the following happened:

Early in the morning a man killed his wife. He was captured right away,
tried before noon and was taken ninety miles away and lodged in jail, awaiting
execution before sundown of the same day.

Course you couldn’t do that on a well-advertised murder trial for you
wouldn’t have time to take enough pictures, and what’s the use of a young man
murdering anybody if he couldn’t see his pictures in the papers. The camera
has made more criminals than bad environment.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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447 WILL ROGERS SEES CONGRESS
ANXIOUS TO ‘SPLIT IT UP’

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 1. — Secretary Mellon has asked Congress
to please wait till after March 15, when the new income taxes come in, before
passing any legislation, as he don’t know how much there will be, if any.

But Congress says, No, we are going to divide it up now, whether there
is any to divide or not. What do you suppose we are in Congress for, if it ain’t
to split up the swag? Please pass the gravy.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

448 WILL ROGERS WANTS TO HEAR
FROM A NON-MILLIONAIRE

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 2. — Did you read all the New Year’s opti-
mism and apple sauce in the papers today by all our leading men and bankers?
Same gang every year. Every one either a millionaire or an officeholder.

Now, there is 30,000 millionaires in the country and 110,000,000 that
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are not yet. You never see a New Year’s prediction by one of the 110,000,000.
Looks like just for the novelty one paper would print just what some poor man
saw in store for the coming year.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

449 WILL ROGERS ASKS WHY ROAD
NEAR MEXICO MUST BE ‘MILITARY’

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 3. — See where they got a bill in Congress
to make a road from Brownsville, Texas, up along the Rio Grande to El Paso,
then on out to San Diego along the Mexican boundary.

It’s a good idea and should be built, but it’s called in the bill a military
highway. Now, if we was building a road along the Canadian border we would-
n’t insult our neighbors by calling it a military road. Can’t you get Government
aid without calling it military?

No wonder it takes all Lindbergh’s time to try and make friends, as fast
as our statesmen’s lack of courtesy loses them for us.

This case is like calling a hospital “the home for incurables.” There is a
tactful title for you.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

450 WILL ROGERS SAYS ‘LINDY’
HAS NEW TASK IN NICARAGUA

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 4. — “Lindy” lands in Nicaragua tomor-
row. He has kept us out of wars. Now we will see if he can get us out of one after
we are already in it. That’s asking a good deal of the boy.

If we would get out of there and let the Nicaraguans alone they might like
us by the time we got ready to build the canal.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

451 WILL ROGERS DEFENDS NAVY
AND WOULD BAR INVESTIGATIONS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 5. — Everybody is hopping onto the navy
as though they purposely had the submarine sunk. They blame the navy for the
bad weather. They blame the navy for having a submarine in the water at all.
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The Mississippi flood happened last year, and nothing has been done
about it yet by Congress. Yet if a boat sinks they think the navy ought to have
it lifted to the surface by daylight. Don’t you suppose the navy feels worse about
it than we do? Why pick on a mourner?

We would rather see it not investigated. Then the causes will be reme-
died. But anything that is ever investigated, nothing is ever done about it.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

452 WILL ROGERS LOOKS FORWARD
TO THE JACKSON DAY DINNER

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 6. — Leaving here tonight for the Jackson
Day dinner in Washington, D. C., where we will open bids for the Democratic
nomination. Al Smith can’t come, as a New Yorker has never been that far away
from home. He sent a message of 90,000 words, which the toastmaster will
read.

I am not interested in who they nominate that night or in anybody’s mes-
sage of regrets, but I do hope they will have plenty to eat.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

453 WILL ROGERS IS SKEPTICAL
ABOUT NATIONAL CONVENTIONS

NEWTON, Kan., Jan. 8. — Been passing all day through Kansas, and
reading Kansas City papers. They are pretty sore about having the Republicans
coming there next June and managing the town all up.

I guess at the Jackson Day dinner in Washington we will draft some town
to hold the Democratic one in. Nobody has applied for it. Naturally, I certainly
hope Claremore don’t draw it. We are just getting on our feet good there now.

I am going through Senator Curtis’s range now. He will be hard to beat
in this roasting ear belt.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

454 WILL ROGERS PRAISES
CHICAGO’S HANDLING OF CROOKS

GARRETT, Ind., Jan. 9. — Just passed through Chicago today. Wanted to
go up and see my old friend Mayor Thompson, but had had English breakfast
tea for luncheon and afraid he would smell it on my breath.
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You can kid about Chicago and its crooks, but they have the smartest
way of handling their crooks of any city. They get the rival gangs to kill off
each other and all the police have to do is just referee and count up the bodies.
They won’t have a crook in Chicago unless he will agree to shoot at another
crook. So viva Chicago!

Yours unbhit,

Will Rogers.

455 WILL ROGERS SPECULATES ON
DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION CITY

WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 10. — I haven’t spoke to a one of my Re-
publican friends. The minute the dinner and the convention city is picked, I can
take up any Republican offer.

Say, the Democrats are flocking in here from all over. Cleveland,
Chicago and Frisco are the three cities they will pick from, and Frisco is the only
one with a certified check. So it looks like we gather there from June to De-
cember.

Cleveland wants it because they never saw a Democrat, but everybody
is pulling for Frisco.

Visited the Senate. Yes, nothing.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

456 WILL ROGERS SENDS REPORT
OF HOTEL LOBBY NOMINATIONS

WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 11. — I know you are anxious to know who
is to be nominated on both tickets. Well, here’s who was nominated in the lobby
of the Mayflower Hotel in less than an hour’s listening:

“Hoover is the fellow they will put over.” “Dawes is the man. The banks
will take Dawes.” “ Watch Lowden. The farmers are naming the man this year.”
“They will tie up for a week, somebody will mention Coolidge, and that will be
the pay-oft.”

“Well, they better name Smith. That’s our only chance.” “Smith can’t
win. The country’s dry.” “Jim Reed, he’s the best yet.” “Look out for Heflin if
they don’t nominate a Catholic.” “George of Georgia is the dark horse.” “Don-
ahey can carry Ohio, even if he ain’t running.”

Now, don’t tell me I didn’t tell you the news.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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457 LOOKS LIKE GESTURE TO SMITH
TO JOIN THE KLAN, ROGERS SAYS

WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 12. — As usual, the Democrats fooled every-
body, including themselves, and Houston got the convention. I certainly did
what I was sent here to do; I kept it out of Oklahoma.

They went to Texas on account of it being a doubtful State. It looks like
a gesture to Al Smith to join the Klan. But don’t let ’em bluff you, Al. You go
on down there, you will be received great, and I will bet you get a square deal
if you can call getting the nomination on the Democratic ticket a square deal.

Save me a corner room at the Rice Hotel with plenty of windows, an
electric fan and mosquito netting.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

458 HE DIDN’T OFFEND MR. COOLIDGE,
ROGERS SAYS; HAS ALETTER FROM THE PRES-
IDENT TO PROVE IT

WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 13. — I found on my arrival in Washington
that some people had censored me severely for leaving the impression the other
night that Mr. Coolidge was on the radio. Well, the idea that any one could
imagine it was him uttering the nonsense that I was uttering! It struck me that
it would be an insult to any one’s sense of humor to announce that it was not
him.

So I wrote Mr. Coolidge a note explaining, and received a two-page let-
ter within thirty minutes from him, written all in his own longhand, saying that
he had been told of it, but knew that anything I did was done in good natured
amusement, and to not give it a moment’s worry. He also thanked me for my
kind reference to him on various occasions of which he had heard.

I knew my man before I joked about him. It’s as I have often said: You
can always joke good naturedly a big man, but be sure he is a big man before
you joke about him. What I did over the radio on Mr. Coolidge I did an entire
year on my tour of every State last season, and I knew it didn’t offend good
taste.

I want to here publicly thank Mr. Coolidge for that lovely letter, for [ am
personally very fond of him. With an election coming on, I know of no man con-
nected with either party who I have ever had the pleasure of meeting for whom
I have a greater regard.
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When there is no malice in your heart, there can be none shown in your
homes. But between you and I there is a lot of people in this country who should
never be so absent-minded as to refer to their sense of humor.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

459 WILL ROGERS IS STIRRED
TO COMMENT ON NICARAGUA

HAVANA, Cuba, Jan. 15. — What a beautiful sight as the Texas steamed
into this flag and crowd draped city on a beautiful Sunday afternoon! It made
you proud and showed what a friend we could be to the whole world if we
would only let them all alone and run their various countries the way they think
best.

This was a great thing, the President coming here, and we have a great
delegation representing us. With these men looking after our interests in Cen-
tral and South America I think we could send our Nicaragua delegation home.

It takes quite a sense of humor for these people to understand us shak-
ing hands with one hand and shooting with the other.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

460 ROGERS CITES, FOR PRESIDENT,
LINDBERGH’S PUNCTUALITY

HAVANA, Cuba, Jan. 16. — The President made a good speech. He did-
n’t say that we would do anything for these countries, but, on the other hand,
he didn’t say that we would do anything against them. So it was what you might
call a conservative speech.

He was an hour late arriving here and a half hour late to deliver his
speech. Now, here is a tip for him if he is going to be an Ambassador:

Lindbergh, the best Ambassador in the world, is never late. If he says I
will arrive in Siberia at 3:30, at 3:29 he will be there. So no man, even a Pres-
ident, can do better than to follow the example of Lindbergh.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

461 EFFECT OF THE CUBAN CLIMATE
UPON REPORTER WILL ROGERS

HAVANA, Cuba, Jan. 17. — It seems kinder lonesome around the old
town since Calvin went away. He lit out this morning before Cuba got up.
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Secretary Hughes spent the afternoon at the races. The two Democrats on
our delegation, Judge O’Brien and Senator Underwood, held a harmony dinner
last night and got the party down to two factions.

Ambassador Fletcher of Rome calls up Mussolini every night. Morrow
is here to see that Mexico gets a square deal.

The conferences are all being held in the Biltmore Hotel yard.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

462 WILL ROGERS FOR ONE ANTHEM
THAT WILL DO FOR ALL NATIONS

HAVANA, Cuba, Jan. 18. — We stood while twenty-one nations played
their national anthems. The conference is already a standing and musical suc-
cess.

I have one suggestion to offer for international good-will, that is, have an
international national anthem that goes for everybody when it is played. It’s for
all; the Chink, the Limy, the Wop, the Zulu, and even the Rotarians. Make it
short and it will please every nation. Some of these anthems today were longer
than their countries’ records. I propose Irving Berlin as its composer.

When you have stood in the tropical sun for twenty-one national airs you
are about ready to vote for your nation to annex the other twenty.

Yours, groggy from martial music,
Will Rogers.

463 MR. ROGERS NOTES POLITENESS
OF NEIGHBOR NATIVES AT HAVANA

HAVANA, Cuba, Jan. 19. — President Coolidge made a speech here and
our diplomats are all here, so that means that Lindbergh will have to follow
soon and get the people in a good humor again.

I do know that these other nations are the politest people in the world. We
have all been here five days and not a one has mentioned Nicaragua.

It’s like Dempsey being in a crowd and having no one mention Tunney.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

P. S. — Suppose you read about what Michigan did with their child mur-
derer. They sent him to jail for life before the newspapers could make him fa-
mous.
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464 WILL ROGERS BESPEAKS
HEARTY WELCOME FOR COSGRAVE

KEY WEST, Fla., Jan. 20. — Talking about visiting Presidents and wel-
comes, don’t forget our guest, the President of Ireland. He is a great fellow, and
if his welcome here is as cordial as his country gives to Americans, his tour will
be a triumph. Show him a good time, Jimmy Walker. I’ll keep Heflin off.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

465 WILL ROGERS FINDS FLORIDA
NEEDS NO SYMPATHY NOW

JACKSONVILLE, Fla., Jan. 22. — I never like to pick on anybody when
they are down. That’s why I have laid off the Democrats, and for over two years
I have not told a joke against Florida. I knew the people and I felt sincerely
sorry for them.

But I have just seen the State and noticed the conditions down here now,
and my sympathy is getting back to the old envy again. With this climate and
this close to sixty million people, Florida needs the sympathy of no one, and the
jokes of no one can hurt it. Game people, these Floridians! But you can afford
to be game when you know you’ve got the goods.

This Mayor here sold Coolidge a lot while showing him the city Wednes-
day.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

466 WILL ROGERS SEES LITTLE HOPE
OF FLOOD RELIEF FROM CONGRESS

LAFAYETTE, La., Jan. 23. — Just passed through the lower Mississippi
flood district again, first time since last May. Congress has taken up the tariff,
farm relief, big navy, Al Smith, Ku Klux, Nicaragua, Cuban independence,
Mexican oil, Boulder Dam and Tom Heflin, but nothing has been said about
building the dikes higher. They will wait till the night they adjourn and then
pass a resolution against another flood.

Will Rogers.

467 WILL ROGERS SETS FORTH WHAT
HE’D DO TO RELIGION IN SENATE

YUMA, Ariz., Jan. 24. — If we are going to have an amusement hour in
the Senate every day [ want a chance at it. I would denounce the Catholics Mon-
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day; the Baptists Tuesday; the Methodists, both North and South, Wednesday;
the Presbyterians Thursday. Friday would be society day—the Episcopals. Sat-
urday would be a general summing up against any denomination I had forgot
during the week. Not that [ have it in for any of these, but if religion must be
the butt of our legislative amusement, I would at least stick to our Constitution
and be unbiased.

A Senator in waiting,
Will Rogers.

468 WILL ROGERS GIVES OUTLINE
OF MODERN MURDER CASE

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 23. — This murderer out here, Hickman,
confessed, so that means a long-drawn-out trial. It’s going to be a fight to a fin-
ish between the alienists and the photographers.

American murder procedure is about as follows: Foul enough to commit
a crime, dumb enough to get caught, smart enough to prove you was crazy when
you committed it and fortunate enough to show you was too sane to hang.
Yours,

Will Rogers.

469 WILL ROGERS GETS A LAUGH
FROM A LINDBERGH STORY

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 26. — Got a laugh the other day by some
fellow writing from Panama, saying that Lindbergh was “showing signs of nerv-
ousness, that he would pick up a book and then lay it down and not read it.”

I saw him do the same thing in the embassy in Mexico, but I just thought
to myself, there is another example of this boy’s splendid judgment. If he had
read any of the books that he picked up, I would begin to have doubts about his
condition.

If more people laid down books without reading them we would have
more Lindberghs and fewer Loebs and Leopolds.

An honest author,
Will Rogers.

470 WILL ROGERS TELLS HOW HUGHES
EXPLAINED NICARAGUA TO HIM

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 27. — You know we are doing lots of hol-
lering on various sides of this Nicaragua now. One night at a little dinner in Ha-
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vana last week, Secretary Hughes explained the whole thing to me in such plain
language that even I could understand it. And, by the way, if we just knew that
man like he really is, he would be President by acclamation. He is just as com-
mon as any of us if it wasn’t for his learning.

He says the way the play come up we had to go in there, and that nobody
wants us out of there half as bad as we want to be out. [ am only quoting you a
man that ought to know.

Yours, second handedly,
Will Rogers.

471 NOT DEALING IN REALITIES
AT HAVANA, SAYS WILL ROGERS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Jan. 29. — Somebody at the Havana conference
Saturday brought up the question of revolutions, what, when and how to treat
em. The delegates want to vote to make revolutions unlawful. That is, while
they are in, but, when they are out, have them declared legal again.

It’s rather embarrassing, for all the delegates are there by grace of a rev-
olution at some time. Even Mr. Hughes. But he settled the argument in his usual
tactful way by announcing: “We are not here to deal in realities. What kind of
a conference do you think this is?”

Yours,
Will Rogers.

472 WILL ROGERS GIVES HIS VIEWS
OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 30. — Dr. M. S. Taylor and Judge Ben Lind-
sey are debating tonight in Chicago On “Companionate Marriages,” and know-
ing that I had been in the “Follies” and out here in Hollywood they wanted my
opinion.

I think marriages should be companionate. I hate to see them meet and
marry when they are not friends at all. And as for divorce, I think People put too
much dependence in it. You don’t see many cases where the parties did any bet-
ter the second time than they did the first or the third and fourth or the fifth and
SO on marriages.

It just looks like the people are grabbing at a straw.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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473 WILL ROGERS MEDITATES
ON THE NEWS OF THE DAY

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Jan. 31. — News of the day:

Coolidge in a speech told what the budget system had saved, and Con-
gress sat and licked their chops. They could see a new post-office in every line.

The papers says Dempsey’s eyes are bad. You shake Tunney and a half
million check in front of him and you will find he can still put on enough glasses
and gloves to see both objects.

Been reading about the weather in the East. We have had it bad here —
two heat prostrations yesterday, and one bather went out too far.

Yours in a Panama hat,

Will Rogers.

474 WILL ROGERS WANTS HOOVER
TO KEEP CHARGE OF FLOOD RELIEF

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 1. — See in the paper this morning that
there is some talk of Mr. Hoover resigning from the Cabinet. Certainly would
be too bad, for we would have to draft him back again in April and May to take
care of the flood situation on the Mississippi.

If he had charge of that relief work for a few years continuously he could
have that whole country trained so they would leave the South and move North
for two months every year. They would only have to do this till the year 1950,
when Congress would vote relief.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

475 WILL ROGERS
NOT A CANDIDATE THIS YEAR;
HIS PHRASE IS ‘I DO NOT CONTEMPLATE’

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 2. — There was a piece in the paper this
morning where somebody back home was seriously proposing me for Presi-
dent. Now when that was done as a joke it was all right, but when it’s done se-
riously it’s just pathetic. We are used to having everything named as Presidential
candidates, but the country hasn’t quite got to the professional comedian stage.

There is no inducement that would make me foolish enough to ever run
for political office. I want to be on the outside where I can be friends and joke
about all of them, even the President. As long as it is all right with him, why my
conscience is clear.
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So I hereby issue my statement, which is as follows:
I don’t contemplate becoming involved in a political conflict of any na-
ture during the Autumn of 1928.
Yours,
Will Rogers.
P. S. — Should the Democrats, however, become successful I would ac-

cept the postoffice in Beverly Hills and Claremore, Okla. I can take care of both
letters.

476 WILL ROGERS STEERS CLEAR
OF THE HICKMAN MURDER TRIAL

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 3. — I want to die claiming only one dis-
tinction, the only writer to refuse newspaper offers to cover the Hickman trial.
Instead of being ashamed of it, it looks like every town tries to make their mur-
der the biggest one of the year.

Alienists always furnish humor, if no facts, to a case. Here was one’s
testimony yesterday. “I find Hickman to have two gold teeth, and sore ade-
noids.”

So the moral is, keep away from gold teeth and watch your adenoids.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

477 WILL ROGERS FAILS TO REACT
TO BIG TOE INSANITY TEST

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Feb. 5. — Well, the alienists in the murder trial
again took the comedy honors yesterday. One testified that Hickman was insane
because when he tickled the bottom of his feet, his big toe turned up instead of
down. So take off your shoes and have somebody tickle you and see which way
your toes go, north or south. I tried it and mine didn’t pay any attention to it. So
I guess I am a cross between crazy and sane.

Say, did you read what Calvin told the newspapers? He said while you
are bragging on nations, give this one a boost.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

478 WILL FINDS A SLIGHT FLAW
IN AERIAL DINING SERVICE

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 6. — I want to do all I can to further avia-
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tion. A good Jewish friend of mine wrote me from Newark, that he made the trip
East by plane from here, had a wonderful trip, but all the box lunches that are
handed you on the way by the company have nothing but ham sandwiches. Now
this is a thing that I will see is remedied, so our slogan will be “food for all
races.”

Yours,
Will Rogers.

479 WILL ROGERS SUGGESTS
SOME MORE NON-WAR TREATIES

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 7. — America and France signed a treaty
that they wouldn’t fight each other. Now, if we could just sign one with some
nation that there is a chance of having war with, why it would mean something.
This is too much like New Hampshire signing one with Arizona. The four ba-
bies we want to get one with are England, Japan, Mexico and Nicaragua.

Yours for better understanding with our enemies than with our friends,

Will Rogers.

480 MR. ROGERS SEES UNANIMITY
IN WELCOMING LINDBERGH

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 8. — Lindbergh made Havana today. I can
just imagine the welcome he got, for [ was there a month ago and watched them
rehearse for his reception.

The Pan-American Conference is still in session there. They will no
doubt pass a resolution welcoming him, and that will be the only unanimous res-
olution they will pass during the entire conference.

For fairer treatment to our sister republics, then we won’t have to hold
conferences.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

481 JOHN D. RIGHT AS FAR
AS HE GOES, WILL SAYS

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 9. — Did you read young John D. Rocke-
feller’s plea to the oil men. He implored them to tell the truth, or tell something,
whether it was the truth or not, but to please not just sit there, as that made the
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whole industry not only look dumb, but guilty.

Poor young John D.! He is trying to do what is right, but his Bible class
should include all his holding companies.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

482 WILL ROGERS SYMPATHIZES
WITH CANDIDATES BESET BY BORAH

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 10. — My good friend Bill Borah makes
life miserable for these Presidential candidates. Every time a new one shies his
helmet into what he hopes will be the Presidential ring why Borah floors him
with the question, “How do you stand on the prohibition question?”” And the
poor fellow, not knowing which side the most votes are on, is stuck before he
starts.

There are men bareheaded in this race now that will be sun-struck before
even the heat of Kansas City and Houston hits em.

Yours with a hat on,
Will Rogers.

483 WILL ROGERS SEES SENATE
ACTION AS A SLAP AT COOLIDGE

HOLLYWOOD, Cal., Feb. 12. — Talk about me even joking about our
President while the dignified United States Senate went clear out of its way to
take an unnecessary slap at him with a resolution that he shouldn’t run again.
Now, off hand, you would think that a Senate resolution meant something, but
they carry no more authority than a Chamber of Commerce one does.

The Senators voted that Coolidge shouldn’t run again, but that each one
of them were eligible. They wanted to show that the country was not entirely
destitute of great men, that there were ninety-six men that could improve on
Cal at any minute.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

484 WILL ROGERS GIVES PRAISE
TO ROCKEFELLER AND HOOVER

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 13. — Young John D. issued a straightfor-
ward statement Saturday that it didn’t sound like a rich man at all. He is liable
to shame some of these other big men into being for the country, and if he does
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that will do more good than his gifts have.

Hoover is formally in the race now. He is the only candidate in either
party by acclamation. The others are candidates by personal desires. It will be
interesting to see what kind of race a known qualified man can make. This elec-
tion will decide whether qualifications are an asset or a liability.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

485 WILL ROGERS SEES NEED
FOR LINDBERGH AGAIN IN CUBA

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 14. — Guess Lindbergh will have to go
back to Cuba. He hadn’t reached Key West before the Argentine and United
States delegation at the Pan-American Conference were hissing each other.

So that Nicaragua can have a fair election next Fall and no candidate
spending too much, why, we have the marines on horseback down there now
watching the voters. It’s a great idea for Nicaragua, but we haven’t got enough
marines and enough horses to even patrol the Pennsylvania and Illinois
precincts.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

486 WILL ROGERS THINKS WE WON
IN NOT LOSING AT HAVANA

BEVERLY HILLS, Cal., Feb. 15. — See where the Pan-American Con-
ference is to break up next Monday. A lot of people feel discouraged that there
was no more accomplished, but I tell you the United States did mighty well.
They didn’t give up anything, and any time we can attend a conference and
come out as good as we went in, why we are ahead.

They will quit holding conferences the minute they find we are not going
to give any more than any other nation. A conference is a place where countries
meet and find out each other’s short comings and form new dislikes for the new
conference.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

487 WILL LEARNS A RAISE IS NOT
TO BE HAD FOR THE ASKING

NEWTON, Kan., Feb. 17. — Had visits from two of my “bosses” just be-
fore leaving California. Mr. Lorimer, who was out drumming up subscriptions
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for his Saturday Evening Post, and his charming wife and two fine grown sons
come out to our shack slumming. We settled the Republican nominations. The
next day Mr. Adolph Ochs, owner of the New York Times, and his gracious
wife and entertaining sister-in-law spent the day with us. We took up the hard-
ships of the Democrats. He thinks, of course, Al will be nominated, and my
friend Jesse Jones of Texas for Vice-President. Aided by Mrs. Rogers I coyly
hinted for a raise from both gentlemen, but even socially they are always the
business man. So it looks like I just fed two hungry editors for nothing. Once a
sap, always a sap.

Yours, underpaid,
Will Rogers.

488 WILL ROGERS SEES EVIDENCE
OF DEMOCRATS GETTING WISER

CHICAGO, IllL., Feb. 19. — The bill of Senator Walsh of Montana the
other day to investigate the power trust kinder put the boys in the Senate on
record as to who was on the payroll. I was glad to see some Democrats among
those favored, for it shows the old party is learning enough to not just sit as
usual and let the Republicans grab everything. Fine chance that bill had pass-
ing before the campaign funds were made up.

The older Democrats are getting smarter every day. They wanted in on
the campaign contributions, too. It’s a great country if you got the influence.

Just a tax payer,
Will Rogers.

489 WILL ROGERS AGAIN IN THE AIR
PRAISES PLANES AND PILOTS

OMAHA, Neb., Feb. 20. — Left Chicago last night at 10 o’clock in a
snowstorm and flew to Omaha. These mail babies go through. They can get
through weather that most people couldn’t find their way from the house to the
garage with a well-lighted course. Good planes and good pilots!

It’s safer and more gratifying than running for a Presidential nomina-
tion, which seems to be the other popular fad nowadays.

The farmers out here threaten to keep Norris as Senator in Washington
till they get relief. If I was you, Mr. Coolidge, I would take care of the farmers
at once.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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490 ROGERS SEEKING GOV. BULOW
TO RUN HIM FOR SOMETHING

SIOUX FALLS, S. D., Feb. 21. — Am here in South Dakota. Coolidge
found it in the Summer time, but I guess I am about the only one who ever came
here in the Winter.

I am looking for that Democratic Governor of theirs who made such a big
hit at the Jackson Day dinner in Washington. He is the fellow that said they had
a big game preserve up here and they just built a high fence around it and turned
Calvin in there and gathered him in and shipped him back to Washington in the
Fall.

I am going to bring that old boy out of these hills and run him for some-
thin’.
Yours,
Will Rogers.

491 WILL ROGERS SENDS A NOTE
ON THE ROADS OF IOWA

DES MOINES, Iowa, Feb. 22. — I am here in Iowa looking over the fu-
ture Californians. We are just picking the best. We are not letting ’em all come
like they used to, it’s restricted immigration now.

This State has been trying for seven straight years to get an election held
to vote bonds for roads. The election requires half the voters to vote. Well, the
roads have been so bad they have never been able to get the voters to town. So
now they have called an election for the month of May.

That gives them an entire month to come in on horseback and vote.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

492 WILL ROGERS TAKES A FLING
AT MISSOURI LEGISLATORS

St. LOUIS, Mo., Feb. 23. — Just passed through Jefferson City, Mo., the
home of the State Prison and the State Capitol. The worst in the State is sent
there. The Sheriff was on our train and he had two men who had escaped, and
he was taking them back to the Legislature.
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You remember Missouri got so sore at Jim Reed one time because he
wouldn’t let ’em join the League of Nations that they was going to hang him.
Well, they are naming the Missouri River after him now. And maybe the Mis-
sissippi.

Yours for the news,
Will Rogers.

493 WILL ROGERS SEES HOOVER
AS A CLEVER POLITICIAN

WATERLOO, lowa, Feb. 24. — Say, that Hoover is turning out to be a
better politician than everybody gave him credit for. He is the only man since
prohibition has been in that is for the drys, but not against the wets.

Both sides been studying it and the more they read it the more it looks
like it is for both of them.

Passed through Chicago this morning. Since this bomb throwing at offi-
cials started Mayor Thompson went to Washington to see about flood relief.

Will Rogers.

494 WILL ROGERS FINDS FARMERS
HOPELESS OF RELIEF MEASURES

OMAHA, Neb., Feb. 26. — Just been prowling around up in this country
with the farmers. They have about given up hope of getting farm relief and have
decided to fertilize instead.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Hope Harry Brooks was not lost. A fine boy and great pilot.

495 WILL ROGERS CALLS ATTENTION
TO ROBINSON AS A CANDIDATE

PINE BLUFF, Ark., Feb. 27. — At the conventions pretty near every State
will waste a complimentary vote on some useless native son. Of course, most
of them will have to do so with a smile, but when the great old State of Arkansas
shouts, “18 votes for Senator Joe Robinson,” why they won’t have to apolo-
gize to nobody.

Joe is for you or agin’ you, whichever you want. He’ll play you poker or
golf, kiss you or fight you. Whenever he makes a speech he makes you think
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he is going to bite you. He is tougher than a top sergeant, but a Senator and a
statesman combined, a rare combination.

The Democrats could nominate a lot worse and the chances are they will.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

496 ROGERS MAKES A SUGGESTION
TO THE COAL MINE OWNERS

CAMDEN, Ark., Feb. 28. — If I was a coal mine owner and couldn’t un-
derstand my help any better than they do, I would resign and announce to the
world that as an industrial leader I was a “bust.” And I would devote my life to
seeing that the world burned cow chips.

Will Rogers.

P. S. — Say, do you know this little city has a $6,000,000 plant where
they make wrapping paper out of post oak and black jack trees? Arkansas has
made wonderful improvements in lots of lines, but I doubt if I could get a bet-
ter wife out of the State today than I did twenty years ago.

497 WILL ROGERS HAS A GOOD WORD
TO SAY FOR THE POLICEMEN

MEMPHIS, Tenn., Feb. 29. — Right here in Memphis today over twenty-
five policemen went to a hospital and volunteered to give blood transfusions to
a kid that was near death. I know that I am out of order in speaking of the good
things that cops do, but I am one of the old-fashioned people who believe if
somebody pounced on me, I could holler for one and he would come and help
me out without me having to pay him anything.

The poor fellows can’t catch many criminals as our towns have them too
busy marking cars that have been parked too long.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

498 MR. ROGERS DISCUSSES POLITICS
AND MUSCLE SHOALS PROJECT

FLORENCE, Ala., March 1. — Spent the day looking at the marvelous
Muscle Shoals dam and projects. Everybody should see it. It’s a monument to
the neglect of our politicians. It was built to manufacture nitrates for fertilizer.
It’s the only idle nitrate plant in the world. Every country is building new ones.
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When you see a $150,000,000 plant lying here idle it gives you an idea
of the pull in legislation that the power trust exerts. They say “If we don’t get
it nobody else will.”

The Madden bill settles it right, and the farmers will get fertilizer, but you
watch the same gang kill it that killed Walsh’s resolution, including Heflin and
George.

Will Rogers.

499 WILL ROGERS SAYS WILL HAYS
AMUSED HIM BY TESTIMONY

BIRMINGHAM, Ala., March 2. — My old friend, Will Hays, took Patrick
Henry’s old phrase and cleaned up on it. “Give me Liberty bonds or give me
checks.” Bill says he got $260,000 but gave some of it back. As bad as I felt, |
had to laugh at that one.

Then he says he got it back again, that sounds more plausible. Then he
says lie gave back some more. That brings on another doubt. Then he says he
held the other but didn’t want to use it. He is resorting to fiction again.

Finally, Sinclair was so flabbergasted at Will returning any of it that he
took it and gave it to the Democrats where he knew none of it would ever come
back.

Just a sore-headed voter that didn’t get any of it,

Will Rogers.

500 WILL ROGERS PRAISES
ALABAMA FOR ITS SCHOOLS

MONTGOMERY, Ala., March 4. — Say, Alabama is sure humming on
good schools. That one in Auburn will compare with anybody’s university, and
coming over here I spent the morning at Tuskegee, that living monument to
Booker T. Washington.

They have a great idea there that some of our schools are copying. They
teach the pupils that they are going to have to work, and how to work. Our old
mode of college education was teach em so they think they won’t have to work.

And singing! Oh, boy! After hearing 1,500 of those colored pupils sing
negro spirituals, I feel sure I will shoot the next white person that I hear try to
sing one.

Say, Tom Heflin and I are all O.K. again. We realized there wasn’t
enough Democrats to afford to fall out.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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501 WILL ROGERS CRITICIZES
SMITHSONIAN AIRSHIP STAND

ALBANY, Ga., March 5. — Caught a tail wind and flew in here from
Montgomery, 160 miles, in seventy minutes, brought by Major Weaver and
Lieuts. Cote and Ott. I would have been a whole day making the trip on the
train.

Just read the Smithsonian Institution’s explanation about the Wright fly-
ing machine. They say the trustees decided Langley’s machine could have flown
first but didn’t. I could have flown to France ahead of Lindbergh but I just neg-
lected doing it. I had a lot of other things on my mind at the time.

Those trustees remind me of the Senator that votes on something and
then hears from back home afterwards. These heard from the whole of Amer-
ica when that plane went to England.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

502 THE CYNICAL WILL ROGERS
SEES JUDGESHIPS AS SILENCERS

CHARLOTTE, N. C., March 6. — Congressman Green, Chairman of the
Ways and Means Committee and in favor of strong inheritance taxes for the
rich, has been made some kind of judge at an increased salary. It’s funny the Ad-
ministration never thought of giving Borah or Jim Reed or Walsh some judge-
ship where it would keep them from ferreting out so much Republican
devilment. I’ll bet all three of them could get appointments to the Supreme
bench tomorrow if they would take it.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

503 WILL ROGERS SEES BIG FUTURE
FOR SMOKY MOUNTAIN PARK

ASHEVILLE, N. C., March 7. — Spent the day in the mountains with
my eastern Cherokee brothers, the ones that old Andrew Jackson wasn’t able to
run out of this country. They are pretty poor and their land is poor, and they
don’t get anything from the Government, but they are not hollering for relief.

Was also in the Big Smoky Mountain Park that Rockefeller just gave
$5,000,000 to today. It’s going to be the Yellowstone of the South. It’s beauti-
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ful and can’t help from being a big success as a public park for tourists. They
got the stills in there already. All they got to do now is to get the roads into ’em.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

504 ROGERS FOR LESS SUPERVISION
OF OTHER PEOPLES’ ELECTIONS

GREENSBORO, N. C., March 8. — The Senate says that the marines
were sent to Nicaragua to supervise an election and have to stay until it’s held,
which is next October.

In the meantime the marines are doing all they can to see that there are
fewer votes to supervise and Sandino is doing all he can to see that there are
fewer marines to supervise.

The next time we go wet nursing some ambitious republic’s election,
why go in so early? Go in on the day of election. We are the only nation that ever
supervised anything a year before it was supposed to come off.

Yours for shorter and fewer supervisions,

Will Rogers.

505 ROGERS SEES A BIG TURNOVER
COMING IN AUTOMOBILES

SAVANNAH, Ga., March 9. — Has somebody with a knack for statistics
kept track of how many times they have been told the joke of a “certain small
make car” catching up with a big car going seventy miles an hour and asking
“Do you know how to get this ‘certain small make car’ out of second gear?”

We can save half the wasted time in this country if we can get people to
quit telling that joke. I hereby offer a substitute:

All automobile prosperity is based on what they call the “quick
turnover.” Well, with all these cheap make cars developing sixty and seventy
miles an hour and our improved roads and many sharp turns, you are going to
see the greatest turnover in the automobile business this country ever witnessed.
Undertaker shares will go higher than General Motors.

Yours for the airplane, where it’s safe,

Will Rogers.
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506 WILL ROGERS IS CRITICAL
OF POLITICAL ‘LAME DUCKS’

MIAMI BEACH, Fla., March 11. — Congress killed the “Lame Duck
bill.” A lame duck is a Senator or Congressman who has had his official posi-
tion shot from under him by the excellent judgment of the voters back home.

Now, wouldn’t you naturally think if a man was told by a majority of his
voters that he wasn’t wanted any more that he would naturally step out and say,
“Why certainly; put in the man who has defeated me”? Now, that would be the
case in any other business in the world, but not with these political babies. They
say, ““You may beat me in November, but I will be on your neck till the follow-
ing December.”

Viva politics!

Yours,

Will Rogers.

507 WILL ROGERS SENDS $5 TO MAKE
FIVE REPUBLICANS RESPECTABLE

ORLANDO, Fla., March 12. — See by today’s paper where Senator
Borah made an appeal to the country to donate a dollar or more each to save the
respect of the Republican Party. I just mailed $5 to make five Republicans re-
spectable. Wish I could afford more, but this continued prosperity has just about
got me broke.
Yours,

Will Rogers.

508 MR. ROGERS IS TAKING NOTES
UNDER SUNNY SKY OF FLORIDA

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla., March 13. — Everybody used to argue over
who was the greatest ball player, Sisler or Hornsby. Well, I saw them play
against each other here today, nine innings, nothing to nothing. The Braves have
a great team and so has Washington.

Everybody in shirtsleeves and straw hats. And I think it’s snowing up
North.
Yours,

Will Rogers.

509 WILL ROGERS SEES RED CROSS
NOBLY AT WORK AGAIN

JACKSONVILLE, Fla., March 14. — There’s your wonderful Red Cross
on the job again. Be it Mississippi Valley, Vermont, Florida or California, no one
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knows when their section may be next.

Just think, four Sundays ago I drove all over that beautiful and peaceful
valley in California and visited the Harry Carey ranch.

Florida has been mighty nice about it. Yesterday they headlined it as an
earthquake just through force of habit, but today they have stuck to the truth.

We have great sectional rivalries, but it don’t take much to wipe it out
when something happens.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

510 WILL ROGERS COMPARES
PARTY ‘CORRUPTION’ RESULTS

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla., March 15. — The Democrats are having a lot
of fun exposing the Republican campaign corruptions, but they would have a
lot more fun if they knew where they could lay their hands on some of it them-
selves for next November. The difference in corruption in the two parties was
7,000,000 votes last election, so the Democrats have got to investigate and find
out how to improve their corruption.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

511 WILL ROGERS MEETS JOHN D.
AND A DIME CHANGES HANDS

TAMPA, Fla., March 16. — You can never tell in this world when posi-
tions will be reversed. Last night, in Daytona Beach, John D. and young John
D. and family came to my little show.

I was invited to the house for breakfast this morning. On arriving the
elder John D. made no effort to give me the customary dime, whereupon I took
out one and gave it to him. He took it. I’ll say he took it. I guess this prosper-
ity in big business is overrated.

I went around the course with him. He is the only man I will watch play
golf — there is some excuse for him playing it.

Yours,
Will Rogers.
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512  WILL ROGERS REPORTS WALKER
REACHED PALM BEACH ON TIME

PALM BEACH, Fla., March 18. — Mayor Jimmy Walker just blew into
Palm Beach, the Winter residence of New York’s Mayors, on time. I am here
giving a benefit for the Salvation Army tonight and Jimmy has graciously
agreed to introduce me. That shows you that these Mayors stick together even
if one has been thrown out.

I think that town out West (you never hear its name any more) made a
mistake by canning me, and New York would make a bigger mistake if they
ever let Jimmy go. He is a great ad for Tammany Hall. He is to them what the
Prince of Wales is to England without the falls.

Yours,

Will Rogers.

513 WILL ROGERS SEES REASON
IN CAPPER’S REQUEST TO PARTY

OCALA, Fla., March 19. — Did you read Senator Capper’s appeal this
morning to the Republican Part “to please clean up before election?” He inti-
mated that they could get back to normal after election but to kinder lay off till
some of this has blown over. Now that’s not an unreasonable demand to make
of a party—to remain decent one year out of four.

The farmers not only didn’t get any relief during this Administration, but
they don’t seem to have got any of the relief handed out before the election.

Yours,
Will Rogers.

514 ROGERS GLAD THAT LINDBERGH
TOOK PRIZE FROM THE MARINES

THOMASVILLE, Ga., March 20. — Certainly glad to see Colonel Lind-
bergh got the Wilson Prize “for the greatest contribution to international peace
and good-will.” I thought for a while there that the marines would get that; they
are the only Americans that have been in as many countries as Lindbergh.

I am glad he is taking the Senators and Congressmen flying.

If he can get them “air broke,” why, they will all be boosters for it. That
was a smart trick doing that.

Well, that’s about all he does.
Your