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MAUREEN PARKS
 NEWSLETTER EDITOR

The autumn season is upon us and what a beautiful time of year it is in Southwest Utah!
The Washington County Historical Society (WCHS) Board members are working on two unique
projects: the David H. & Wilhelmina Cannon Statues and the Lynne Clark photo collection.
You will learn about these projects in this newsletter. Bits of our past are lost when
they are not passed on or recorded, so the oral history project is continuing under the
capable hands of Loren Webb. We are restarting the liaison effort; again, look for more
information in this newsletter and consider representing your city or organization in
this endeavor.  Having worked with the Board members for almost a year, I am amazed at
their knowledge, talents, and the deep love they have for Washington County history. It
is a pleasure to learn from them!  To see the Board members in action and to share your
knowledge of this area, please attend the Community Meetings; the schedule is in this
newsletter.  
Happy Reading!

http://wchsutah.org/


COMMITTEE REPORTS

George Cannon, Chairman

Website Committee

Some of the most important subjects in our history are the people who have lived in Dixie and
contributed to what Washington County is today. On the WCHS website, we are capturing and
recording the histories of these people. We give priority to those who lived here the longest time ago,
but even recent residents will be old history to future generations.

Each individual or family is documented on a separate webpage. The general format is illustrated by
the webpage for Daniel D. McArthur and his family, but each webpage can be tailored to the
information that is available for those people. A biographical summary is included with more detailed
information in the references. There is a place for the genealogy of the families, including their
children and ancestors. Links to related people are a valuable aid in tracing relationships. Question
marks and strings of x’s provide place holders for information that is wanted, but not yet available. A
few key photos can be shown on this page with links to other related photos if available.

The primary list of people currently documented can be reached with the People link near the bottom
of the left hand column on every blue webpage. You can use the Google search bar on the website
Home Page (best) or the Search WCHS Website link in the left column of each blue page to search for
names anywhere on the website. Spend a little time exploring the people documented on the website
and you will be surprised with all you find.

If you have information about people that ought to be included, please let us know. You can contact
me at webmaster@wchsutah.org or any other way that is convenient. I will be happy to give you
suggestions or work with you in any way I can. It would be especially useful if you can provide
information about your own ancestors that lived in the county.

This and previous editions of the WCHS Newsletter can be found at  https://wchsutah.org/documents/
documents.php#wchs-newsletters.

https://wchsutah.org/references.php
https://wchsutah.org/people/daniel-d-mcarthur.php
https://wchsutah.org/index.php
https://wchsutah.org/custom-search.php
mailto:webmaster@wchsutah.org
https://wchsutah.org/documents/documents.php#wchs-newsletters
https://wchsutah.org/documents/documents.php#wchs-newsletters
https://wchsutah.org/documents/documents.php#wchs-newsletters


These monthly meeting are for WCHS officers, members, and any others with an interest  in
Washington County history. 

It is an opportunity to hear about what is going on with the WCHS and to exchange ideas
with others having similar interests. 

Meet in the downstairs meeting room of the Daughters of Utah Pioneers (DUP) McQuarrie
Memorial  Museum, 145 North 100 East, St. George, UT.  

For more information, check the website at https://wchsutah.org, e-mail info@wchsutah.org,
or call and leave a message at (435)275-7409. 

Washington County Historical Society Community Meetings schedule:

Wednesday, September 25, 2024, 10:00 a.m. - Noon
Wednesday, October 30, 2024, 10:00 a.m. - Noon 

Wednesday, December 4. 2024 - 10:00 a.m. - Noon

COMMUNITY MEETINGS SCHEDULE

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND PLAN TO ATTEND.

PHOTO OF THE GUNLOCK CCC CAMP. 
 COMPANY 585, SCS-2.   

 
 JOHN DE JONG, CAPT. SIG-RES., COMMANDING. 
 LAWRENCE J. ALEXANDER, 1ST LT. CAV-RES. 

 A. A. NELSON, PROJ. SUPT. 
 

 TAKEN 6/11/1936 
 

 CONTRIBUTED BY LOANNE BARNES



The project is to create a life-sized bronze sculpture to honor the sacrifices and hardships the original settlers faced
when they arrived in December, 1861 to establish a city that would become St. George. The life-sized bronze sculpture
piece tells the story of Wilhelmina Cannon, one of many women who felt the hardships were almost too difficult to bear.
Her story is based on a talk given by her great grandson, Stephen D. Schmutz, and other documents held by the
Washington County Historical Society. 
 
Willie, as she was called, during one of her toughest days, complained to her husband, David H. Cannon, "There is just no
beauty in this forsaken land. If you could just show me one thing of beauty I would be happy to remain here and face
these difficult living challenges.” Her plan at that point was to return to Salt Lake City where they had left a home and
surroundings more fitting to the lifestyle to which she was accustomed having been educated in the East. 

The next day as David returned from the fields he noticed a beautiful Sego Lily in full bloom. He hurried down the hill
where it lay and picked some of the beautiful blooms. On his way back up the hill, he slipped and severely injured his leg.
Some coworkers found him and took him home to Willie. Seeing his badly injured leg and overcome by the beautiful
Sego Lilies he had brought her, the outlook and purpose of her future completely changed. Like so many other of the
women she now became totally committed to the task at hand. 
 
The two-figure life-sized bronze shows David presenting Wilhelmina with the flowers and her reaction to his gift. Famed
sculptor Jerry Anderson has taken on the project, which consists of researching the subject and coming up with a plan.
The figures are then sculpted in clay and refined until every detail is complete. A mold is made of the clay statues and
bronze metal is cast into the mold. The individual parts are welded together, and the final touches are added. A base and
bronze explanatory plaque are produced before final installation.
 
Arrangements have been made with the City of St. George to place the statue at the new City Hall currently under
construction at 100 South Main Street, which is on the property originally platted to David H. Cannon and Angus M.
Cannon.

The Washington County Historical Society, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, has agreed to accept and handle the
donations. They have opened a dedicated bank account and are now accepting donations. 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

David H. & Wilhelmena Cannon Statues

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THIS WORTHY PROJECT 

AND TO DONATE, CLICK HERE. 

Special Projects

https://wchsutah.org/miscellaneous/sego-lily-statue6.jpg
https://wchsutah.org/miscellaneous/sego-lily-statue6.jpg
https://wchsutah.org/miscellaneous/sego-lily-statue6.jpg
https://wchsutah.org/miscellaneous/sego-lily-statue-donate.php


HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

Special Projects

The WCHS is working with the Lynne Clark family to help
preserve and administer the extensive photo collection of
Lynne Clark. We are looking for volunteers to help with
this process and to be part of the planning committee to
ensure this collection is preserved for future generations
to enjoy.
 
If you are interested in being part of this important work,
please contact Loren Webb at 435-698-0774 or Teresa
Orton at 435-862-9282.

LYNNE CLARK

Lynne Clark Photo Collection

WANTED:  LIAISONS

We are assembling a list of those who would be willing to participate in our Society as liaisons
representing their cities. We would ask they attend our Community Meetings occasionally and
keep us informed of how the WCHS may benefit their efforts with historical projects going on in
their cities or organizations.

The Society incorporated this idea several years ago and several cities had  representatives
who attended the Community Meetings and worked jointly with the WCHS for support of their
historical projects.  For some reason, it went by the wayside, and the Board would like to restart
this project.  So far, Zola Hunt in Enterprise has agreed to represent her city, and we look
forward to hearing from her at the next Community Meeting she attends.

If you would be willing to participate, please contact Maureen Parks at parks@infowest.com to
volunteer.



HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

GRAFFITI INCREASING IN WASHINGTON COUNTY
BY

CHAD BENNION, WCHS VICE PRESIDENT

Washington County is a cultural, scenic, and recreational wonderland! You can find histories
of everything from early inhabitants and explorers, to archeological information and
geological samples and more in our museums. You can participate in sporting events and
tournaments throughout the year in Washington County. If you’re like me, besides enjoying
those previously mentioned items, you love getting out on the trails and meandering through
the scenic wonders and sites found all around us. Many of these places I’ll visit multiple
times each year. During the time when I’m out, I capture images of these places and moments.
Depending on the time of day, the weather conditions, the time of year, I can stand in the
same place and rarely ever get an identical or similar photograph. 

 

But in recent years in these scenic areas, I have been able to capture some images that
demonstrate a troubling trend in Washington County – graffiti!

 

An article in January of 2023 talked about St. George “having a roughly $700 a day graffiti
scourge in the city.” (https://gephardtdaily.com/local/st-george-police-say-city-has-a-
graffiti-problem/). The problem has spread beyond the city. When we think about graffiti, it
generally conjures images in our heads of rail cars, buildings, or fences with spray paint in
metropolitan areas. We don’t think of it occurring out in more rural or scenic areas, but it
is happening. Whether it is spray paint on the red rocks, writing or drawing at pictograph
sites, or carving/etching in stone, graffiti is occurring with disturbing frequency even at
protected sites within Washington County.

 

Cities generally have ordinances for graffiti or defacing property. At the protected
pictograph and petroglyph sites on federal land, there are fines and penalties if someone is
caught defacing the sites, but seeing or catching someone in the act is difficult at best. I
spend a significant amount of time on trails and at different sites. Yet, even with all the
time I’m out in the county, never once have I come upon someone in the act of defacing a site. 

 

WHAT DO YOU DO?
 

If you come across an area or site that has been defaced, take photos of what has
happened. Report it to local authorities, letting them know what you discovered and the
date and time you discovered it.
Practice “leave no trace” when you go to these sites or out on the trails throughout the
county.
Do your best to educate others to protect and maintain these historic sites and scenic
areas.
Volunteer with local agencies to restore these areas.  (Cont’d on next page.)

 



HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS (CONT’D)

GRAFFITI INCREASING IN WASHINGTON COUNTY

We live in a beautiful area with a rich heritage and history. Let’s all do our part to help
keep it that way, not only for today, but for future generations!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHAD BENNION



Submitted by Teresa Orton, Treasurer

WCHS is a RAP Tax Grant Recipient!

The Washington County Historical Society (WCHS)
has been the recipient of the Recreation, Arts and
Parks (RAP) tax grant funds. These funds help the
Society to fund important projects such as the Oral
History Project, Roundtable Discussions, Field Trips
and Walking Tours. We are very grateful that these
funds are made available to us.

The RAP Tax began 10 years ago as an initiative on
the ballot to charge .01 of 1% of restaurant and hotel
charges. The measure passed by 51%. In the 10 years
it has been in effect,the impact to our County and
Community has been outstanding. These funds have
helped to build and maintain the walking and hiking
trails around the County, supported the Arts
community, local Museums and other non-profit
organizations. They have been able to distribute
$300 million overall to the Washington County
applicants.  

The RAP Tax is going to be on the ballot in
November 2024 for another 10 years. As a recipient
of the funds, we encourage everyone to consider
voting for this initiative and help our non-profit
organizations continue to expand their efforts. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

MEMBERSHIP

Membership renewal is coming up soon. Annual
memberships expire on December 31, 2024, so it is
important to renew your membership before the end
of the year.

The Washington County Historical Society has four
options for membership:
Annual membership for a single person is $25.
Annual membership for a married couple is $35.
Lifetime membership for a single person is $250.
Lifetime membership for a married couple is $350. 

To join, go to the Donate page,
https://washcouthistory.org/donate, and follow the
instructions. 

You can also join by giving a check made out to the
Washington County Historical Society to any WCHS
Board member or mailing it to Washington County
Historical Society, P. O. Box 404, St. George, UT
84771-0404.  Please include your name(s), address,
phone number, and e-mail address.

WCHS is a non-profit (IRS 501c3) organization.  Our
tax-exempt ID number is 87-0465878.  We
appreciate the support of community members who
are interested in the history of Washington County.

WASHINGTON COUNTY RAP TAX



WASHINGTON COUNTY MUSEUMS



EVENT IN SEPTEMBER

Thursday, September 26, 2024
6:00 - 7:30 pm 

 Lecture at the St. George Branch Library
 

 Trevor Cox speaking on Elizabeth Kane's 
"A Gentle Account of Life in Utah's Dixie, 1872-1873"

 
 Free and all are welcome to attend. 

 Downstairs in Community Room A at the St. George Library, 
 88 West 100 South, St George UT 84770 

 For more information, call the library at (435) 301-7580. 



EVENT IN SEPTEMBER

HIGHLIGHTS:
 

$7 KICKOFF DINNER ON THURSDAY NIGHT.

FOUNDING FAMILIES BOOTHS
Visit with the descendants of the Swiss founders.

ALPINE HORN
The Santa Clara Historical Society has purchased an alpine horn 

and hopes to have it played during Swiss days.

PARKING:  Parking is off site and a shuttle ride is required. 
Follow signs and park to participate in the town’s celebration.

SWISS DAYS
SEPTEMBER 25-28, 2024



EVENT IN SEPTEMBER



EVENT IN OCTOBER



EVENT IN OCTOBER



EVENT THRU OCTOBER



EVENT IN NOVEMBER



EVENT IN DECEMBER



WILLIAM GUNLOCK HAMBLIN COMMEMORATIVE RIDE RECAP

SUBMITTED BY TODD TAYLOR, WCHS MEMBER

Our commemorative train ride on July 3-4,2024, to
honor William Gunlock Hamblin from Barclay, NV, to the
Gunlock Rodeo ended up being quite an adventure. 

I know that Gunlock Bill was appreciative of our
efforts to remember and recognize him. We look forward
to doing this ride and tribute again next year. I hope
we can have some interest and participation from more
of Gunlock Bill’s descendants. Just coming out to the
rodeo for the tribute would be a great family activity
and a great way to teach the young ones who their
great, great…grandfather or uncle was.

Many, many thanks to our riders: Brent Hafen, Kerry
Hafen, Lyman Hafen, Kyle Preston and Jesse Sims. This
was not a trail ride for the weak!! They were the
right people for experimenting how to make this ride
doable each year. We learned a lot. We had to
improvise to make it work, but we got the riderless
horse to the rodeo for the tribute!


