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FORT HARMONY

Recognized on the National Register of Historic Places and
by the Utah Pioneer Trails and Landmark Acsociation

Missic:ln o{ trortHarmong Historical Society
to establish anil o?erate a multiuse sitel to preserve anilrestore

Folt Harmotry; to safeguaril ani! share the significant h*itage founil in

Harmony Valley, through ent*taining, eilucational and

engaging experiences of discov ery.

Please support the visior at Fort Harmony as a "gathering place"
* 32 L/2 acres of property needs to be acquired

8- archaeological work needs to be completed

& an Interpretive Center is needed to house and facilitate the sharing

What we know about Fort Harmony
- 1854 Brigham Young and Parley P. Pratt chose and marked the site

- completed drawing and instructions provided by Truman O. Angell

- home to about 300 individuals from 1854 to 1862

- birthplace of Washington County

- headguarters for the Southem Indian Mission

- resting place by travelers exploring and establishing the West

- uninhabitable in 1862 by the Utah floods

- State and Nationally recognized
Washington Cowty has been working with us to insure proper care of the Fort sia as they qle the szwarts of the
propert:y on which the Fort is located. The site was donated to the County in 2006 by the Eldon Schmutz Family.

Our Progrecs in the Preservation
- 2AO7 archaeology dig of southwestern corner; ftrnded by Utah Division of State History
- continued collection of information ( histories, interviews, and research )
- Fort Harmony Days established for Community celebratiorl awareness and fund-raising

- web site: fortharnony-org created to share what we are doing and learning

Location
In Southern Utah's Harmony Vo.lley, betueen Cedar City and St. George, near Zion's Kolob Canyon. Take exit
42 off l-15 & go west one mile; youwill see the gated site to the south.

CONTACT L. Karen Aalq Chairperson FHHS @ 2 I 9 I S. 220O E., Ne,,r Harmony, UT 84757 EMAIL: lplan@i.i{owesr.com PHONE: (435) 867-8422



Share Our Vision... Aplaceto ga*er in aplace ofbeauty

Our vision is to create a "gathering place" that preserves, protects and shares

the inspiring heritage of Fort Harmony and Harmony Valley-

Benefite
Histoical

- opportunity to recover more heritage

' provide an mvironment for saf:keeping of artifacts
Educational

- hands on classroom for students in the study of arr,haeology

- point of interest for elementary children and others studying Utah History
Communifit/Visitors

- safeguard land fiom deterioration /development that would diminish Fort Harmony

- destination for understanding the traditions, hardships and cuhure of a people beginning anew

- economic possibilities in culture, tourism and business

'7

Fort Harmony was a vitdl part of the settlement of the Western United States and most ee?tainly to Southem lltah.
We are certain the property surrounding the Fort is pertinent- We hate found histoic information here and this would
provide a buffer from possibb undue developrnent. A significant hixoielandscope is what's possible not oily forthe Fort,

but for Harmony Valley. Fort Harmony Historical Society is gatheing pioneer histoies, artifacts and area information

for the preservation effort. We are asking for help in the land aryisirton, cntcial archaeology work and funding for an
lnterpretive Center dt Fort l{amony. This will eontinue the preservation enablingus the privilege of sharing our Nation's

h*itage, offeringknowledge and enlightenment, about avery industrious people. With the beauty of Southern tltah
and its rich history, a valuable and engaging expeienee is possible for all. Fort Harmony's heitage offers a voortlty

perspertiue in a "Utah lleritage Corridor." Harmorry Valley holds an imprxsive, viranlly untouched , histoic find in
such an awe-inspiingplace .*,-

Hatmony; the quality of forming a pleasing and consistent whole
t-ort Harmong Hisforical Society



Report of activities for Lyman D. Platt, president, March 31,2010 to April 21, 2010: 1) received
back from Edwina Jones the time form that I ordered several months ago; 2) helped identify a

boy scout who will take on the San Daniel campsite as an eagle project in conjunction with
assistance fiom FHHS; 3) assisted FHHS in spraying and cleaning Ft. Harmony; 4) prepared a

lecture to be given on May 20ft at the Washington City Relief Society building: "Ft. Harmony's
and its Influence on the Settlement of Southem Utah;" 5) prepared a lecture to be given at the
Old Spanish Trail Association's 2010 Annual Conference, on April 29ft at Kanab: "spanish
Archives: Their Organization in Hispanic Americai' 6) went with a group guided by Al
Matheson from Cedar City, to the Arizona Strip, reviewing Ft. Pierce, the Native American art
work along the river; the petrified trees in the area; the Old Mormon Trail and the Honeymoon
Trail; 7) toured Babylon and the Silver Reef area with several of our WCHS board members; 8)
wrote a brief history of Harmony Valley; 9) compiled a brief history of the St. George Temple;
10) received documentation on the "DeMilld-'home at Schunesburg, showing it was not built by
Ollver DeMille; 11) submitted my vitae to tii'e WCHS website, along with a list of my
publications; and 12) received $1,000 from Jo Collester for Partners in the Field.

I previously presented this letter to the board asking for assistance in getting Ms. Muir answers

to her questions. No offer was forthcoming. I submit the letter herewith for recording on our
website. I am turning this information to a local researcher here in Harmony Valley to see if they
can find any information. Lyman De Platt, Ph.D.

Letter received from Marla Muir, 4077 West 5740 South, Keams, Utah 84118: Dear Sirs: the -{

researchers at the state archives suggested I write to you concerning our grandfather Thomas
Flynn, as he was in the Washinglon County area between 1908-1918. Thomas married my
grandmother, Phoebe Skinner in 1899 in Provo, Utah. It was stated in the 1900 census that he

was from New York and his parents were ftom lreland. Our family was led to believe he came

with the railroad. Phoebe died in 1900 in Provo at which time he left the area, leaving his four
children with his mother-in-1aw. [This would seem to indicate a previous marriage.]

We formd through newspaper articles that he settled in Washington County, but we me not sure

ofthe time period. He and a parbrer Osgood Barney went into business in a pump operation and

a peach tree orchard at Virgin and maybe at Leeds. There me also indications that he may have

owned property in Hurricane. The archives has helped as much as they can and suggested I write
to you to see if there is any possible way you or someone you know could help us with this
matter. We cannot find any further trace of him or Osgood Bamey in the Utah area or any other
mea through the 1920 census. The only reason we think he settled in that area is because he is

listed as a partner with Osgood Bamey and he would come and see.my father in Provo, without
our great-mother knowing as she hated Thomas. My father was a little older and would talk with
him. We cannot even find a burial spot or grave any place in Utah.

We were hoping for some type of help as we are stuck in Salt Lake at this time. Anything you

could help us with would be appreciated. If there is a fee we would be more than glad to pay it.



National Trust for Historic Preservation

Mountain Plains Office

535 16th street

Suite 750

Denver, Colorado. 80202

Dear Sirt
-t

Washington County has a rich historical heritage and many landmarks that need to be preserved and

improved. Fort Harmony's is unique in that it is one ofthe earliest pioneer settlements in the area and a

stopping place for pioneers who came on to settle other towns in Washington County.

The Fort Harmony Historical Society has been and is a model to many other local historical societies in

Washington County. We in Leeds have benefited from their expertise and generous support both

financially and otherwise.

This grant is not only essential to the archaeological work being done at the Fort Harmony but of historic

value to all settlements that flowed through Fort Harmony to other locations in Washington County.

On behalf of the Leeds Historical Society, I support Fort Harmony request for funding from National

Trust for Historical Preservation. Your funding will not only support Fort Harmony but will be

appreciated by many citizens of Washington County, Utah.

Sincerely,



National Trust for Historic Preservation

Mountain Plains Office

535 16th street

Suite 750 t
,I

Denver, colorado. 80202

Dear Sirs,

WashinBton County has a rich historical heritage and many landmarks that need to be preserved and

improved. Fort Harmony's is unique in that it is one of the earliest pioneer settlements in the area andl
stopping place for pioneers who came on to settle other towns in Washington County.

The Fort Harmony Historical Society has been and is a model to many other local historical socleties in

Washington County. We in Leeds have benefited from their expertise and generous support both

financially and otherwise.

This grant is not only essential to the archaeological work being done at the Fort Harmony but of historic

value to all settlements that flowed through Fort Harmony to other locations in Washington County.

On behalf of the Leeds Historical Society, I support Fort Harmony request for funding from National

Trust for Hlstorical Preservation. Your funding will not only support Fort Harmony but will be

appreciated by many citizens of Washington County, Utah.

Sincerely,

Mrs LoAnne Barnes

Chairman Leeds Historical Preservation Society



SubjectMonthly Meeting, April 2010
Senderlyman D. Platt

alder(@dixie.edu _, cblake50@qmai1.com, iimh@infowest.com,
ear]'vb44@-aqL!allt, southafficadigitals@yahoo.com, tvent@bevondbb.com -,
srcannonjr@),ahoo.com _, ianew@redrock.net _, lplas@tdoyesleqm -,
loannelil@yahqa.9alq ,, fejoas@hotmail.com -, lorirose@infowest.com , u-nvr-
no@bevondbb.com, lilleavon(@.yahoo.com -, russ@stseorgechamber.com,

Recipienthysledral@bgyetdbb.calq,, bhoward@easterseals.com,
lionman0l l @earthlink.net , nhrchitect@gmail.com -, trish4diamond@.vahoo.com

, wgwiest@charter.net _, djwhitt36@gme{-qam _,

susan@iodesigncollaborative.com, dean.cox@washco.utah.gov,
glawton@hotmail.com , danaleen@infowest.com , deborah.reeder@sgcity.org ,
gsanders@sgcity.org ,

DateApril 21,2010

Dear Board Members and Friends:

I have arranged our April tour for April 24th at Enterprise. We will meet at the DUP museum at 3

10:00. There will be a tour ofthe museum and demonstrations of their local publications, etc.

There will be snacks for sale. Depending on the weather and the time, we will also go to the
Enterprise dam, Hebron and the Terry Ranch.

Our April 28th meeting has been scheduled for 10:00 a.m. in meeting room A, in the basement of
the St. George Public Library. As part of our meeting, we will be discussing preservation of
records in the county.

Just for George Cannon: George, please be prepared to give us an update on what you have
added to the website during the last month. Also, please check and make sure the room is
reserved. Thanks.

Agenda for April28,2010, St. George Public Library, 10:00, basement conference room.

1) Review and approval of February 24 minutes

2) Website update

3) We will have reports from each of the areas this time; please be prepared to make these
reports.

4) Training on records preservation

5) Distribution of new time form.
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L." E-.1i..
l-.e Erastus H.

L"" E".;".
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L* FIJ"" R.'J*I
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H,\RNIONY VALI,EY ETFI]] PIONEERS

h Decemler, I 847, l[e'IeriLtuial G.o"rni Arr.uJ]r ,, S,rlt Lat" cr,r,rnisioreJ PaJey P Pratt to ."atLer a compan, oi 50 nte,: to e"plore

L,,rln" n-. Sortn f lara. Tl,"r, ut O"n"ral Crl,iuroo"", n,, 0cr,rbu, 6, I 851 iL ruas auuuoceJ ttat a ue* .,r,-,,,,r,ih oar lo t" [ounJeJ. N'itLit

u L* Jnvl; f,rL, D. 1... ouJ n.or,,1lnrv o[ iriue[cen *,a;ons vere oo th" *ay t,,rarJs tkt Vullev. ln rLe D"serel Ners JaLeJ Decur$"r 8, 1852,

0, iln lirst ude, :ouil, o j ;l,n rin oi tl,n ,t ont Lasin, i, Whslftilon C oruiy, Jl, D. Le* Elisll,) G?ws arJ \.0 1P't1y o*Luilli,,t

a Fori o, 1.,1, Llrnel 
", 

llol Hn n ury. Filbrr,n, o,n ,rro],lln ri [ooi,r, orn r. F,itltou"lnok ,iLrrbo, l,ornLto, tnlre, tl,e iru, 
.

,olrrtJfor*ilituypurpor'esarrJc'onn,ar*/re;pringarlaloutl()Llacrorniiorul*ulrntl,rcreelarJolut2ulr,iLroi goo,]

.r"ek ,ur. inspecteJ a, to ,rL.re .urals orulJ l* Jui l,,t lh" i]u.o oi "rt"t

1).Lc,easjuJge. ElirLn It. Gu,".,, llerru }3ornq., Rici,arJ Robir,or. Rri,,C..\11.o Jl L"lJ nnolfi..nL ilo Fo'1. \t tl.tuurJ ol 1856 thctc

o,crc Lrenty-{ire lanili", uuJ tro luuJ,.J h,,",rlu-lirc v,Js eullirg For[ IIaruio,ry Llreit Hr.u

Jr;rinl. llauiiri teen bi,ilt ol uJole Furt llr.rru, .r,ruLl.J onJ ,"lteJ in dre .orstn,rL nroishue. Tle pe.,1l" ,roroJ to [,* InJinn trl]ssi,r,

1. .ur. hJar's ll'oru.,,[ Ne,,' ll,r.,u,,ny. 0ll,e, Ln,ili"s ourr"J Lo *ltat is ,ro* Luoo, o, ]Gon,l.uill. ,oJ ,.rue .'e,L sout[.

IlAli}lONY \L\LLEY €Z TIIE &\T]\'E A}lE1TlC;\NS

Hnr,roo, \h]1* orJ ForL Hant,lri's Li;Lon ir irrtticateh' irtetlrviueJ 
"itl.t 

tL Nutire Auerican Lirtorr, Tl.te Paii,t. Trile ocrupi"J

Fin*oo, \hll*" lroi tei,,re d,," pirueers ro,,r.. lt *or n.rur.J '"oo.ralo' .-t tLe "i ovc" nrJ rn, n fln., in, Na[, e inerican ;alLeru.';,

Lh logical 4,ot j.st sord, o[ tl',c t]r"or Barin lln jle, t,r dre FJI o[ 1863 ilr" Lrh, tlisioir was orgadzed alt", tL. orJ.t ol u ,,ililn u

udt, TLeilisionr,as i, t"o.t,1,.lp nnJ l.an, ni*rtLe Nnti"e ,\merical ,.roups lir.iri in Ll,e area. Natire Arerican artilurlt 1 .r. 1..,

{ounJ ull o,..t tlt" Voll.u,



lrrtroJuc ti,rrr
])espite uational tecotnition Fnr:t Flarrrron,v starrd. in i"opa.d1, ol Jeer:adaliou ar,cl ,1i.t.,.1,u.,,".'. IL.l,es Li (a tions c.,tJd

",rtoo." [l,,. rrrr.l"rstandins. oI tLis important pionc,etir:rE poiod oi LtuL lristoru ? give oppoltunilv fo. tt" prlrli.-,

[i.lo.icul secietit,s ancl odrer orlarri z"r tio,:rs t<, be in.,ol.,.ecl in tl,.' lielJ t"seut"l, ur.r.l ol.roly.iu o[ u Io.ul ur"l,u".,loii"ul

:ite; also, asse:s LLe naLr,re o{ tLe Forl's.emains f.rr {r,tr,,re pre:er-vation and slabi]izatio,n,

Site Deso:iption
Fc-,rt Flanrrony is lc,catcd in WasLintlon Connty, LrtaLi lNE ll{,
N\fll.!, Nf(1/.1 ol Scctior 2-1,, To',.nsLip 3E SoutL, li.,"ee 13 Y/est on

rl,. K"1"1, A.J., 7.5', trSCS Qu"J*"eL (1972) ". L r, fI1 coofJi.ares

<,I 301 713 r'rE, .F 50335 1tr\ {\AD.l7) - elevatiot 5l 0O [eet -\SL
(1555Dleters)l apptoximatelv 3.5 rliles east o[ tl',e t.r*tt.r{ \e*
Ha,.ony, T'Le site lies in a, open.,oll"y -.,pp.', Spoo.nr, 1i{"

zc,ne -ith vegeLation i,rcluJing saceb,,r,slr, .olrtit L',t.h, .l,uL"-
*"'".i, pi,-ryo,-r, iunipet anJ 'ariotrs crasses.

1'L".,,.fuce iLorus t1'," pa,,tially e"po;eJ Fort roch {o.rndad.,n.

Cn tLe rrortLenr.rnJ $'cs[eru sid.'s set]i,r',.',.tt accrrrrrtJatioo oI
trp tc, [o1,. {eet alr.)ve crt[tel]t 6r.rt,,-tcl su.{ace appears t., La.,e

pr".".."d tLe l.,.rer por:ti.,,, ol tLe {our.rclaLic,n 
"ua11: 

anc] itrterior

ol tLe Fo*. L, tl,e clec.pest ar:.'as Lhcre ,rray be tLp to si* {cet oi
depo:i ts tlat corrtairs arlilacti artl ,rlLer remaios frt ,:r tLe nrairr

c,ccupatioo.

iv'lormon Expa:nsicrn I Colonizatior
Ilcirt l{armouy was onc oI tL. carliest {olt: cor:rstruclecl by M<,.rl.rro piorret-r:e. Il ruas part c,I a vast pro)ecL, etr..isi.,,:ecl

uod ir,riLiut".l by B.iel.runl \bunl, to cc,lonize ateas orrtsicl., thc Solt Luk" \hlle.. as o'"11 a: rtilize naLural resotrrces (P.io."

200.1.,171 ; -icegrniller 1998::lt). It rras tlre [irst settlomeol irr VasLiogtor Courty, L.ltah ancl 
"".u.,d 

o" u,, importar.rt bast, Ior
settlemenls in so,rll."r,, N"l,a,lo, northrve:terrr .\dzona arJ Llali{<rrnia. TLe F.,rt $.is an outpost Io. rrrissionarl e[[ort:

to Gr:eat Basin anc] sc,u Ll,wc's tet,.r Nativ<' ALner:icans c..r,,1,:l u, -o.ll as a tas.. lor: setlle tr.,er,ts by N1otr.r,u irutti;tanLs.

N{etLoJ. o, J t'.c,."J,.r",
Excavalion.rreas rv"." ..rrrholled 1ry a

one meter grid :y:te,rr. ,\ll excavation

*u: tr.Lor',J, r"itl, :lror.els Lei.E tsecl iLr

t1.,. npp", di.t,,rb".l cleposits ur,J t,.,*"1.
ir, tLe lower inlact deposits. A1l soil

."rr,,o.,".1 ,"o. .ilt".l tLro..gl. 1/J. io"h
me.L sclieelri. A11 si{nilicant {eanr'...,:,

.,,.{u.". uod arLi{acts *ete pLotog.-aphed.

Al] ,rut".iul..r"'" ito..qLt to tL" 1ob fo.
processirrg. Artiiact caiegories irr"l,,d"d
tLe {ol1o*ing: ce ramics, glas:, m.'tal, .,,oocl,

l-r,,,r" 
"r'r,] "l,rrr..-

-t



From A.rcLaeolody
A 1x1 seter unit .ru. p10"".1 in tl.r." centc.. o{ tLe Fott in a attempt to locate the oriqinal use ..,.1o." o[ tLe iutelior

cor,.-tyard. 'T'[."' ,..,"fac" assoc;ated rvitlr tlee Forh .,dcupati.-,r is appr-c,xiurately 20 - 30 cr., belcro. cr.'.'",,, t gro.,rr.1. l"r"l.
[n tLe ;outLrvc.sl 

".l,.,r".,,1 
t]re Fort tLer:e app.-ars to Lave tee' a 20 foot rot,m. :\ {"aL,." Ior:,,.,J ,r-ithin tLis r.r.-,rn is

a possibl" hr..plu"". .A concentration .,[ u.h rrl.1 .l.lu.".rul ."".rr. to exterrd irrt., th.. ad.,be r..ull. J'L"." .rppe.rts Lo Le a

pilaste, used [o srrpport tLe sect,rrcl :tory. The itr.,r,s recc,.,er:ed {ronr ttis roo,r, i,rclude: ceranric:, nrot,r,c]e, ]:r,tto,r,

,rretal, Lor.re o,rd *oo,l lr:agrner:rr.s. [,', a se"ouJ ,,oo'.,r u -oll, 1,,"u,,t1,, clri-r,"y a,tl prcrLatle {i r:".place ]r'ere excavatec].

I["rrs r""or",,"d [.on, il," ."c.,rrd .o,rr,, i,.t.],,de, thi",tbl", 
"geJt"ll 

talmelrLs anJ Lrich Iralment:.

,l"t;,'-,:,'

d.##l* l,*,;,*i i1$&

Srrnu r:r arv
-fLe 

2007 tesl excavalion at ForL Flarnony adJ"d u tr"oltL ol in{oruratio, to tLe loc.rl Listor1,.,l llru ur"u ut *.ll o.

to t|e ugderstanclirE o{ tLe Early r\1or:,1on perioJ i,, I-itut. Future work atthe:ite."i11 
"rpo,r.1 

o,, tlr":".":"ot"l,
ir.r,ei .r..l a*.r il, i,, rl l,., l.t,,,,1 i,,.:.

oll n Io"""ti"" ["o",: Raprt ol litcatation; ,11 l1r bort Hrnnoult H;:l,oiral S;te. Fon L]a,manu. Lttal,: 2i)c)i

l* OfL;"u 
"I 
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