
Elbert Champlin van Blarcom 
 

Elbert Champlin van Blarcom was born about 1855 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was the second of 

eight children of Abraham Lynes and Abbie R van Blarcom. His parents were Americans, but four of 

their children were born while they were living in San Pedro Gonzalez Telmo, Buenos Aires 

Argentina, where his father was a merchant in 1855.1 The family sailed from Buenos Aires to New 

York on the ship Parana in June 1859.2 They lived in Brooklyn, Kings, New York, in 1860.3 

 

By 1870, the family was living in Summit, Union, New Jersey. Elbert enrolled in the mining 

engineering program at the School of Mines at Columbia College in New York in 1871. He donated a 

trunk of a tree fern from New Zealand to the geological cabinets (perhaps a fossil?). He graduated in 

18764 and was working as a surface foreman at the Richmond Mine in Eureka, Nevada, in 1879.5 On 

the 1880 census, he was a mining engineer in Silver Reef, Washington, Utah Territory (he was 

erroneously recorded as Edward).6 

 

He was elected as a member of the American Institute of Mining Engineers in 1880.7 He moved to 

Tombstone, Cochise, Arizona, where he was a civil and mining engineer in 1881.8 He was nominated 

for county surveyor; his platform was changes in the mining laws. He wrote a letter that was 

published in an engineering journal explaining his suggested changes.9 Later he wrote an article for 

Scientific American entitled “Assaying with the Horn Spoon”.10 An article entitled “Working Gold and 

Silver Ores: Cheap Methods for Prospectors and Miners” in the Mining and Scientific Press was 

based on Elbert’s notes from his many years in the Mexican mines.11 

 

Elbert worked as a field assistant for the State Mining and Mineral Museum in California in 1888.12 He 

had his own office as a mining engineer in San Francisco in 1889.13 By 1892, he was examining the 

mines of Pachuca in Mexico. He spent years in the Mexican mines.14 In 1900, he patented a filter for 

use in ore reduction with J. I. Pullon.15 It is unknown when or where he died. 
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Except from an article based on the notes of E C van Blarcom 

(The Arrastres of White Mountain City, in The Chronicle of the Early 

 American Industries Association, by Patty MacLeish, December 2013) 
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