
Mary Jane “Marie” Hill Gerrans 
 

Mary Jane Hill was born 10 May 1871 in Kea, Cornwall, England. She was the daughter of James Hill 

and Mary Ann Martin.1 Her family lived in Kea, Cornwall, England, where her father was a tin miner. 

He had immigrated to American in 1870.2 Mary, her mother and her brother immigrated in 1876,  

sailing from Liverpool to New York on the ship “City of Chester”.3 She was naturalized as a citizen in 

1877.4 On the 1880 census, Mary was living with her parents and brother in Silver Reef, Washington, 

Utah Territory.5 As a girl, she sang at the Citizen’s Hall in Silver Reef, often singing Sweet Belle 

Mahone.6 

 

Mary’s father died when she was ten years old,7 but her mother never remarried. Mary married John 

Gerrans about 1890 in Utah Territory; they had one daughter. John died of consumption in 1892 in 

Salt Lake City and was buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery.8 He left Mary with an infant daughter. Mary 

continued living in Salt Lake City and then moved to New York for several years to take vocal music 

training under the noted master, George Sweet. She began using the name of Mrs. Marie Gerrans. 

She returned to Salt Lake City in October of 1899 and opened her own vocal studio. Her specialties 

were voice placing and tone formation, but she was open for engagements in choir and concert 

work.9 

 

On the 1900 census, Marie was a vocal music teacher, living with her mother and her daughter in the 

home of her aunt in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah.10 She went to Paris in 1902 and taught vocal 

music and did concert work for four years. On her return to Salt Lake City, she opened her studio 

again on Third North for voice training and interpretations of different languages.11 In 1910, she was 

living on her “own income” with her mother and daughter in Salt Lake City.12 She continued living with 

her daughter’s family in Salt Lake through 192013 but by 1930 they had moved to Los Angeles, 

California.14 

 

Marie died 16 May 1933 in Los Angeles.15 She was said to have had a “delightful dramatic soprano 

voice”16 and she shared her talents at recitals, benefits, clubs, church services, and in masonic 

halls.17 
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Mary sang Sweet Belle Mahone as a girl in Silver Reef (Image from library.duke.edu) 
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