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toward St. George.

couples came out of Arizona to be married

 became known as the Honeymoon Trail. The

it was forgott&n, except to the cattlemen

National Park Service Bicentennial in 1975.

tis I‘nstory relwcd each September as the W
. Honeymoon Trail Company rolls across
the sagebrush, beneath verrmlhon cllffs, on

 the St. George Temple of the Church of Jesus
- Christof Latter-Day Saints. Because thelong

ride home over the rough trail became the
 honeymoon for these newlyweds, the by-way

_. trail was in use up to the 1920s, when
~highways and automobiles replaced it. Then

 who rode it for many decades—until the

o That year,. Mel Heaton of Moccasin, Arizona,

ed a wagon trek from Pxpe Sprmgs Natlonal_ f trall

Opposue page. The wagom rol! west from
_ Fort Pierce on the last leg to St. George.

- Left, moving through Wamner Valley.

Below, Joseph Mitchell and Alyn =

Cha lain on their way to be married in
the St, George Temple. Bottom, a couple of
muleskmners prepafe for the day s jaumey._ i

: Monument to St George over the ongmal o
trail. He has made the trip every year since,

bringing hundreds of people on the ﬁve-day, ;

 75-mile pilgrimage each fall.
The tradition began in 1878 as young -
 Saturday of the Lion’s Dixie Roundup
. Rodeo (September 15 this year). Thegroup,
_ dressed in pioneer wear, comes into the
‘south end of the city and rides to the temple,
the final destination. Then thev ride m the"- -
parade later that day. ; -

Traditionally, the trek ends on the

These photos, taken in 1983, deplct the .
wagon company coming from Fort Pierce,
through Warner Valley, and into St George. '

. 'Alyn Chamberlain and Joseph Mitchell came
 along on the 1983 trek and were married in

the St. George temple at the end caf the




