
Toquerville Kane County Seat

Kane County was created by the Utah Territorial 
Legislature in 1864. It’s first county seat was 
Grafton. As fears about Navajo raids increased in 
1866, the county seat was moved to Rockville, 
and then to Toquerville in 1867. 

 Why was it named Kane County?  Colonel 
Thomas L. Kane was a certainly friend of United 
States presidents James K. Polk. Millard Fillmore, 
Ulysses S. Grant and James Buchanan. And he 
was also one of Brigham Young’s best friends. 
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~iapcgs/Kane.htm

When the Mormons were forced to flee from 
Nauvoo, with the help of his father, Judge John K. 
Kane, Thomas arranged for them to stay on Indian 
Land along the Missouri river. 

When Utah was granted territorial status by 
Congress, President Fillmore asked Kane to be its 
first Governor. He declined. He recommended 
Brigham Young, who was appointed. 

In 1858, at the age of 35, with Utah War (or 
“unannounced” invasion) in a stalemate, Kane 
offered his diplomatic services to president 
Buchanan and was authorized to see what he 
could unofficially “work out”. He induced the 
Mormon leaders to accept Cumming as governor, 

and then persuaded Cumming to enter Utah 
without federal troops. Lastly, he convinced 
Brigham Young to accept United States military 
forces at Camp Floyd west of Utah Lake.  
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In the first few years of its existence the small 
settlement on Ash Creek was often referred to as 
Tokerville or just Toker. 

Deseret News, May 19, 1869  
Probably the 
most well 
known 
resident of 
Toquerville 
in the late 
1860s and 
1870s was 
John Conrad 
Naile 
(Naegle).  

Naile’s pure Dixie wine was a favorite purchase at 
Zion’s Cooperative Mercantile Institution in Salt 
Lake City. 

After Levi Savage was fined $300 and imprisoned 
for six months. John C. Naile and his seven wives 

left Toquerville for Mexico in 1889 to escape 
prosecution for polygamy. They made a home in 

Colonia Oaxaca in Sonora. John died there in 
1889. Many of his family members stayed until 

revolutionaries led by Pancho Villa, 
forced their exodus.  

 Deseret News, May 5, 1875

Salt Lake Herald, September 30, 1887
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Aerial Photograph of Distance from 
Silver Reef to Toquervillemill

Engraving of a Water Powered Stamp Mill

Wells Spicer was a mining engineer and 
correspondent for the Salt Lake Herald 
newspaper. He had interests in a number of 
mining ventures in Silver Reef. His plan to build 
an eight stamp water powered stamp mill on Ash 
Creek below Toquerville never came to fruition, 
although it might have been a sound idea. 

Salt Lake Herald, August 25, 1876

Salt Lake Herald, July 19, 1876 
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Thomas Moran’s Annotated 1873 Sketch of Toquerville

Artist’s Thomas Moran and Jack Colburn had 
passed through Toquerville on their way to John 
Wesley’s Powells base camp at Kanab in 1873. 
Moran’s sketch of highlights the early morning 
glow rising over the crimson cliffs.  The narrows 
where Ash Creek funnels through a black lava 
canyon are the focal point of the composition. 

The sketch may be Moran’s first in southern Utah.
Following Moran’s annotations,  a little color may 
suggest the scene he envisioned in 1873.  
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Sixty years after Moran’s pencil sketch in 1933, 
Maynard Dixon’s Fields of Toquerville depicts 
similar subject matter at a different time of day. 

Maynard Dixon, Fields of Toquerville 1933

Maynard Dixon, Toquerville 1933

The Mormon village of Toquerville’s position at 
the edge of the Colorado Plateau inspired two 
well recognized American artists to capture the 
natural beauty of its surroundings. The middle 
ground of irrigated fields in Fields of Toquerville 
depicts a landscape that resulted from the 
Mormon ambition to redeem the arid landscape 
and make it “blossom like a rose”. 

Maynard Dixon sought to portray the real west 
not the imagined fantasy of western movies.  
https://www.pbs.org/video/utah-history-maynard-
dixon/
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In August of 1953, twenty years after Maynard 
Dixon made his foray into modern reality, two 
photographer friends, Dorothea Lange and Ansel 
Adams, turned their piercing gaze on Three 
Mormon Towns for LIFE Magazine. (Gunlock, 
Toquerville and Saint George). 

Dorothea Lange, Mrs. Naegle, 1953

Dorothea Lange 
with Camera on 
top of Car. 

Dorothea Lange 
Mary Ann Savage, 
The Savage Girls  

1933

Thirty-five photographs with text by Daniel 
Dixon appeared under the title "Three Mormon 

Towns" in the Sept. 6, 1954, issue of LIFE.
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Ansel Adams, Toquerville Barn, 1953

Ansel Adams with Camera 
and Light Meter 
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Frances R. Burke: Toquerville Presbyterian Missionary

Silver Reef miners, U. S. marshals searching for 
polygamists, Protestant missionaries sent to bring 
Christianity to Mormons, and other outsiders 
discovered the little village of Toquerville. When 
the silver mines played out and the 1890 
Manifesto resolved the polygamy question, most 
of the miners, lawmen and interlopers left, but 
one Presbyterian missionary, Francis Rosilla 
Burke who came to Toquerville in 1881, remained 
for more than forty-four years.

https://

issuu.com/utah10/docs/
uhq_volume72_2004_number2/s/1018795
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